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|PIS to host magjor
Ba kan seminar

TEHRAN - The Ingtitute for Political and Internationa Studies (IPIS) isto
host an international gathering focusing on developments in the Balkan re-
gion, with special reference to Bosnia-Herzegovina, August 25-26 1997.

According to the IPIS public relations department, the seminar, “Balkan
Developments and the Future of Bosnia-Herzegoving,” will be attended by

scholars from Iran and the Balkan countries.

The topics to be discussed include: the development in the Balkans, the
history of Islam in the region, the influence of superpowersin the area, United
Nations, measures vis-a-vis the Balkans, and the history of Iran’s ties with

Balkan regional states.

TEHRAN - President Mo-
hammad Khatami in an ad-
dress to the Majlis Tuesday
morning defended his choice
of cabinet ministers de-
scribing them as powerful
managers and said he saw to it
that the choices were not
against the views of the Lead-
er of the Ilamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

President Khatami told
the Mgjlis that the program of
the nominees were open for
debate in Majlis and the dep-
uties should exercise their
right of assessing the qual-
ifications of each nominee in
full freedom. He, however,
asked the Mgjlis to con-
centrate on “common points”’,
IRNA reported.

The president added that
he had selected the nominees
from among the pool of suit-
able, capable and qualified in-
dividuals and that the present
team is the “most suitable
from among the suitables.”

President Khatami who
took the oath of office on Au-
gust 4, pledged that he will
keep up his election promises
including respect for law and
rule of law, freedom of ex-
pression, public participation
in affairs of the country and
independence of Iran.

Based on the campaign
promises, he added, the
present cabinet was formed in
a fashion that will help reach
the campaign objectives in a
better and easier manner.
“Our cabinet is an educated
one. There is a considerable
number of post graduate and
Ph.D. degrees holders and
three ulemain the cabinet,” he
added.

More on the make-up of
the cabinet which he proposed

to Magjlis last Tuesday, the
president said that it is one
based on values adding that
the nominees are family mem-
bers of martyrs of revolution
who have given one to three
martyrs. Most of them have
been imprisoned under the
Shah and they have all served
the revolution, he told the
deputies.

President Khatami added
that the team he has selected
are powerful managers who
have proven their competency
in various fields in the post-
revolution period.

This cabinet is based on
decentralization and looking
beyond the captial and con-
centrating on provinces. Pres-
ence of two powerful govern-
ors general fitsinto the policy
that development must be tak-
en to the provinces and to all
parts of the country. This, he
said, issocial justice.

The 22-member cabinet of
President Khatami which in-
cludes 17 new faces will be
the subject of debate in the
Majlis in three five-hour ses-
sions Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Vote of confidence on
each nominee will be cast sep-
arately and each proposed
minister needs to win 51 per-
cent of the votesin order to se-
cure a place in the cabinet.
There are 266 deputies in the
Majlis.

Elsewhere in his speech
the president expressed hope
that there will be no delay in
the work of the new ad-
ministration.

He added that the selec-
tion of the cabinet members
which was done in a short pe-
riod of time, lengthy studies
and consultations were carried
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President defends choice of cabinet,
asksfor cooperation of Majlis

out and some 10,000 pages
were studied. However, he
added, that this does not mean
there are no other qualified in-
dividuas.

He said that he accepts
full responsibility for his
choices and added that in the
selection process he made
sure that the choices were not
against the views of the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution.
However, this does not mean
that the Leader has approved
all the nominees.

The president asked the
deputiesto votein favor of the
whole cabinet and said he
needed the cooperation of the
Majlis.

He stressed the nominees
should be assessed based on
values and said that the team
is a valuable asset for the
country and that during the de-
bates their prestige should not
be harmed.

In his address the pres-
ident reiterated his earlier
pledges that he will work to
deter any tension, to further
consolidate the foundation of
the system, sovereignty of the
people and to ensure rule of
law and security.

He said that security will
be ensured when there are sol-
id bonds between the people
and the administration.

President Khatami
stressed that the society must
enjoy security and this re-
quires a framework which is
laid out by the constitution.
Under the constitution people
arethefocal point and this has
been stressed time and again
by the late Imam Khomeini
and the Leader, he said.

He added that Majlis must
have constant supervision
over the enforcement of law.

Rafsanjani backs
media freedom

TEHRAN - Head of the Expediency Council, Hojatoledam Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani
said here Monday that in an ideal Islamic society, freedom of thought and exchange of
views are of fundamental importance.

Speaking to a group of newspaper officials, he said that the prevailing atmosphere in
Iran’s press is “satisfactory”, and expressed his satisfaction with media achievements and
state radio and television (IRIB) performance during the construction period.

“The cooperation of Iranian madia will be registered in the history of the IsSlamic Re-
public,” the former president said.

The independent spirit in national print media is of great significance, Rafsanjani said,
adding that in today’s world, the number of independent publications and those who write
only to defend their ideas is limited.

He said that in capitalist societies, aimost al journals are either slanted for certain peo-
ple, companies or politically motivated objectives.

Dlrs. 6.34m worth of goods
exported by MJF last year

TEHRAN - The monetary
vaue of chemica and cel-
lulosic products exported by
the Mostazafan and Janbazan
Foundation (MJF) (March 20,
1996-March 20, 1997) rose to
Dirs. 6.346 million from Dilrs.
4.226 m the previous year.

Director of the Chemical
and Cellulosic Products De-
partment of the MJF Hassan
Motamed Rezaie said here on
Monday that the exported
items, inlcuding table clothes,
melamines and blankets, were
shipped to the Central Asian
republics.

Rezaie said that value of
MJF's exports is to reach
Dlrs. nine million by the year
end.

He said that his de
partment has aso exported
Dlrs. 195,000 worth of tyres
to Qatar since March 21.

He put the country’s
present tyre producing capac-
ity at 180,000 tons a year,
hoping that the figure would
total 230,000 tons once pro-
jects for extension of tyre
plants and commissioning of
new ones are implemented.

He said that MJF met 16
percent of the country’s needs
for tyre last year and that the
prices of various types of tyre
have increased by between 10
and 33 percent since March
21.

He added that MJF is to
purchase machinery from
China required for man-
ufacture of tyre in Khuzestan
in case the Industries Ministry
agrees to undertake the Dlrs.
48 million financing of the
project.

Motamed-Rezaie said that
MJF has so far spent Rls. 30

Foreign exchange
trading facility starts
service in Kish

KISH ISLAND, Hormuzegan - The first foreign ex-
change trading facility opened Monday in this small Per-
sian Gulf island, and trading is to start, with the market de-
termining the buying and selling rates, said the director
general of Kish Idand Commercial Company (KICC),

M ostafa Ebrahimi.

He added that implementation of this program came af -
ter the parliament ratification of the money and banking
act of the Free Industrial and Trade Zones (FITZ).

He added that the KICC has established a foreign ex-
change facility to provide services for the businessmen.

The business activities of traders and producers will be
facilitated with the money and banking act in FITZ be-
coming law, allowing foreign banks to open branches in
FITZ and establishing specialized banks to handle overseas

activities, he said.

Ebrahimi told IRNA this act reduces the need for trad-
ers to open credit accounts in foreign banks and will also
reduce their expensesin foreign transactions.

billion on implementation of
a chipboard producing plant
at Khakhal, which is to be-
come operationa by the year
end on March 20, 1998.

The Iranian officia said
that DIrs. 51.8 million was
spent last year on import of
;laN and intermediary materi-

s.

He said that the in-
vestments made in the MJF-
affiliated chemical and cel-
lulosic units last year totalled
Rls. 10 billion which was
spent on providing the units
with their required machin-
ery. The MJF officia said
that Rls. 73 billion in credits
was alotted to the Chemical
and Cellulosic Department of
the MJF last year.

The president said that respect
for law and rule of law and
participation of people in all
affairs were the main theme of
his election campaign. Free-
dom of expression and in-
dependence fall under this cat-
egory, he pointed out.

Development  programs
are also carried out within this
framework. Progress, flour-
ishment and development all
center on human beings, the
oppressed in particular, the
president added.

Development and progress
requires science, expertise and
know-how, he said adding that
these arethe main principles.

The president said that the
grounds should be created so
that all specialists and experts
would be able to raise their
views and be sure that they
have been heard by the of-
ficials. These groups must be
part of the decision making
process.

Turning to theissue of cul-
ture, he said that cultural de-
velopment is a principle.
While preserving the values, a
healthy cultural atmosphere
must be created to make the
society immune to cultural as-
saults, added President Kha-
tami.

He came out in favor of
the formation of associations,
groups and parties and said
these are necessary for de-
velopment. He said Iran has at-
tained its independence at a
high price and will not give it

away at any cost.
He aso referred to de-
terring tenson and em-

phasized presence of Iran in
international scene. Friendship
and brotherhood, while main-
taining values and fully re-
specting revolutionary and na-
tional interests, are the
principles, stressed the pres-
ident.

In the economic front, he
said that economic security
and order are a must and one
of the priorities of his ad-

ministration.

President Khatami point-
ed out that formulating a
monetary and fiscal policy is
among the prime objectives
of his administration. He said
that production must become
the focal point while the val-
ue of Iran’s money must be
protected and people’s pur-
chasing power must be in-
creased. He said that econom-
ic palicies must be clear and
people should make greater
contributions to economic ac-
tivities. He said that adynam-
ic economy requires solid in-
dustrial infrastructure and
public participation together
with public sector and coop-
eratives.

|AEA:

|ran defeats Canada
INn friendly

TEHRAN - Iran beat canada 1-0 on Sunday in a friendly match played in
Toronto, Canada.

Iran’s national team beat Canada 1-0 in a close and match in front of
15,325 spectators, mostly Iranians.

Iran’s lone goal was scored in the 44th minute when the German-based
midfielder Karim Bagheri converted a penalty.

The Iranian referee for the match twice showed the yellow card to players
from both sides.

Ali Daei did not play in the game because of a fall-out with Iran’s coach
Mohammad Mayeli-Kohan who said at a press conference that he was satis-
fied with the way his team played the game.

match

No document
to prove Iran’s nuclear
Weapons program

TEHRAN - A spokesman for the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
David Kyd announced Monday that no ev-
idence exists confirming rumors that Iran is
trying to acquire nuclear material and
equipment from South Africa.

In an interview with IRNA in Vienna,
he added that till now no information which
confirm these rumors has reached IAEA.

The Times of London in its Saturday is-
sue claimed that at the beginning of 1996,
Iran submitted a list for material and sup-
plies necessary to produce nuclear weapons

to South African officias.

The paper wrote that the chairman of

Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization per-
sonally delivered the list to the South Af-
rican official Waldo Stumpf in Pretoria.

Kyd said that Iran has aready denied
these rumors.

Iran is a signatory to the nuclear Non-

of IAEA.

month.

Proliferation Treaty and al its nuclear ac-
tivities is conducted under the supervision

IAEA has repeatedly stressed the peace-
ful nature of Iran’s nuclear programs. The
Director Genera of the IAEA Hans Blix
confirmed this on his visit to Iran last

IAEA is the highest authority on mat-

Baghdad says | ranians can visit
Muslim holy shrinesin Irag

TEHRAN - Baghdad ra-
dio monitored here said in a
broadcast Monday that the
Iragi government has decided
to alow lranians to visit
Muslim holy shrines in Irag
starting next month.

The radio said the de-
cision had been adopted at an
assembly of the Command
Council and the ruling Baath
Party of Irag.

Iranian Minister of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance
Mostafa Mirsalim who was
asked to comment on the re-
port said Monday that the
two countries had been dis-
cussing the topic since last
year. However, so far no
agreement has been reached
on travel expenses, he added.

In  another comment,
spokesman of Iran’s Foreign
Ministry Mahmoud Mo-
hammadi told IRNA that the
proposal of visits by Iranians
to Muslim holy shrines in
Irag had long been on the

agenda of talks between the
officials of the two neigh-
boring countries. However it
was a bit premature to com-
ment on the report until
Baghdad's decision has been
announced officially by the
Iragi authorities.

“We have not been in-
formed officialy and there-
fore, we cannot take a specif-
ic stance. We are waiting for
the Iragi officias to com-
municate the matter to us,”
Iran News quoted Mo-
hammadi as saying on Mon-
day night.

Another Foreign Ministry
official called for the two
countries to conclude a peace
treaty which would settle
their long list of disputes.

Ali Khorram, who is in
charge of the Irag De
partment at the lranian For-
eign Ministry, told the Teh-
ran newspaper Ettela’at in
remarks published Monday
that “all problems between

Daewoo car seatsto be

produced in Arg SEZ

TEHRAN - The first-ever
factory of producing Daewoo
car seats in the Middle East
will soon begin work in Arg

Special  Economic  Zone
(SEZ), Manging Director of
Saba Bam Cooperative, Man-
ufacturing and  Industrial
Company Mohammad Hoss-
ein Torab told the Tehran
Times.

He said Saba Bam Com-
pany, which has the license to
manufacture the Daewoo
seats and has included it in its
expected output, will be pre-
senting the products to the
market by the start of 1377
(March 21, 1998).

Mohammad Hossein Tor-
ab added that so far the de-
sign and manufacture of 50
percent of the body of Dae-
woo Model Si llo has been
completed by Saba Bam Co.
in the said zone.

“When the production
line starts operation next year
al work involved in the pro-
duction of the seats, including
assembly, cutting, sewing,
painting, etc. to produce the
first batch of the products will
be carried out in their entirety
by Saba Bam,” the managing

director of the company said.

He stressed that not-
withstanding the expertise the
company already possessesin
the design and engineering of
car seats, it welcomes sugges-
tions or proposals of domestic
and foreign car man-
ufacturing companies to im-
prove their products.

Mohammad Hossein Tor-
ab said that 80 percent of the
upholstery used in the man-
ufacture of the car seats such
as the material, foam, springs,
etc. are produced locally and
that the car seats industry in
Iran is dependent on foreign
exchange for 20 percent of its
budget.

He added that with the
know-how in the manufacture
of car seats and their required
parts in the hands of Iranian
speciadists and Saba Bam’'s
commissioning in the new
Arg Special Economic Zone,
“we will  witness self-
sufficiency in this industry in
the near future.”

He added that intensive
and extensive research has
been launched by the com-
pany to improve the quality
of car seats in order to en-

Commercia-industrial fair
to be held in Georgia

RASHT, Gilan - Iran's
capabilities in producing in-
dustrial, commercial and ag-
ricultural products are to be
put on display in a 10-day fair
to be held in the Georgian

capital city of Thilis in Sep-
tember, mangager for pro-
vincia Commerce  De-
partment Mojtaba Sharifi said
here on Sunday. Speaking at a
session on promotion of ex-

Rise in mineral
extraction in Semnan

SEMNAN - Extraction of minerals in this eastern Iranian
province since March 21 showed a rise of 153 percent com-
pared to the similar period last year, said Director General of
the provincia Mines and Metals Office Mojtaba Shariati

here on Monday.

Shariati said that more than 1,111,820 tons of mineras,
including 600,000 tons of gypsum, 170,000 tons of sdlt,
85,000 tons of coal and 80,000 tons of sodium sulfate, were
quarried from the provincia mines in the first quarter of the

year (March 21-June 21).

He said that 23 varying kinds of minerals were being ex-
tracted from a total of 160 active mines in the province at

present.

ports, he said that the fair
will be organized by the Gi-
lan Province, where tens of
manufacturing, industrial
and agricultural units will
display their products.

He said one of the fea
tures of the fair will be pro-
vision of free of charge pa-
vilions and space for the
producers to put on show
their products.

In order to have a per-
manent and strong presence
in Georgias markets, a
trade place has been leased
in the center of Thilisi for
one year that will be opened
at the end of the fair, he add-
ed.

hance the safety and comfort
of owners and/or users.

He called on other man-
ufacturers of cars and car
parts to come together and
teke advantage of the ec-
onomic benefits available in
the new Arg Special Econom-
ic Zone, and expressed hope
that the country will thus
achieve new heights in the
area of producing cars and car
parts.

Meanwhile, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of
Saba Bam Company, Hossein
Panje Shahi, also told the
paper that the company will
produce 60,000 Daewoo seats
annually, 50 percent of which
will be used for man-
ufacturing seats for cars to be
marketed locally and the re-
maining 50 percent for cars
exproted to neighboring coun-
tries.

He said that customs fa
cilities provided by the new
Arg Special Economic Zone
to vehicle manufacturers have
prompted the company to em-
bark on a study of ways to
work with other companies
and expand its output to in-
clude the manufacture and ex-
port of spare parts required by
other vehicle brands.

aso gpeaking to the
paper, Managing Director of
Saba Bab Company, Saeed
Hafezi Mogaddam, said that
the company will soon start
work on the production of car
parts in the zone. This in-
cludes the interior re
quirements of car cabins such
as the frong dashboard, inter-
ior decoration, hubcab, etc.

Hafezi Mogaddam said so
far the company has mass
produced Pride hubcabs,
Mazda 323s, Peugeot 405s,
Daewoos (Sperro and Si 110)
successfully and that Daewoo
Model Si llo will soon find its
way into domestic and for-
eign markets.

The new Arg Specia Ec-
onomic Zone is located 10
km away from the center of
the historical city of Bam and
350 km northeast of Bandar
Abbas.
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the two countries can be set-
tled through peaceful means
and negotiations.”

“Iran is determined to
conclude peace with Irag, just
like it was determined during
the war,” he said, adding that
Baghdad would be repre-
sented “ at the appropriate lev-
el” a the Idamic summit
which Tehran is to host in
December.

An officia lragi spokes-
man, quoted by Baghdad ra-
dio, said the Iragji initiative to
lift the travel ban was taken
“despite the obstacles’ to a
normalization in ties between
the two countries since their
1980-1988 war.

An Iranian official said in
June 1996 that negotiations
were under way for Iranian

pilgrimages to Shia sites in
Iraq that were reopened to
visitors from Pakistan and In-
diain 1992. The towns of Na
jaf and Karbala, south of the
Iragi capital, are the holiest
Shiasitesin Islam.

The Iran-lrag war ended
in a U.N.-brokered August
20, 1988 cease-fire.

A full nine years after the
ceasse-fire, the question of
prisoners of war and those
missing in action remains a
key stumbling block.

Iran’s President Mo-
hammad Khatami on Sunday
called on Iraq to release al
Iranian prisoners as well asto
“respect its international
commitments to repair the
damage and the con-
sequences of the war.”

Soeaker: . o
Overall view of Majlison
Or oposed ministers positive

TEHRAN - Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar Nateg-Nouri

said here on Monday that the view prevailing in the Maj-
lis on the proposed ministers of President Mohammad

Khatami is positive.

Taking to IRNA, Nateg-Nouri said that based on cri-
teria and expert-level debates the Majlis deputies will
take logical approach to the members of the proposed

cabinet.

He maintained that Magjlis representatives were busy
investigating the records of the would-be ministers with-
out considering their factional affiliations.

He added that factionalism is not tangible in the Maj-
lis and as declared before the Majlis believes in coop-
erating and helping the government.

Asked on the likelihood of certain nominees failing to
receive a vote of confidence, the Mgjlis speaker said
“everything is possible. However, it is not possible to pre-
dict which of them will get the vote of confidence and

who will not.”

In response to a question whether President Mo-
hammad Khatami had consulted him on election of his
ministers, Nateg-Nouri said that there had been no talks
on the composition of the cabinet during his meetings

with the president.

Although the president has held consultations with
Majlis deputies either individually or in group on the pro-
posed ministers, he has not consulted the Majlis as a le-
gal institution, Nateg-Nouri concluded.

In another development, the candidates put forward
by President Mohammad Khatami for various portfolios
in his cabinet attended the special commissions of the par-
liament (Majlis) on Monday and explained their programs

to gain vote of confidence.

Parliament has different specia commissions mon-
itoring the performance of every cabinet minister and
helping the respective ministry in formulating its plan of

action.

According to the Constitution of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, every candidate for the ministerial post is required
to obtain the parliament’ s vote of confidence ahead of un-

dertaking the portfolio.

In accordance with the procedure of the Magjlis two-
third of the time of the debate will be given to opponents
of the proposed ministers to explain reasons for their op-
position and the MPs favoring the candidates will have
one-third of the time to defend the nominees.
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