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C AT Car Rentalsgod mwunlio Jbusd 5l 5 U 9 Joghl 41 5

Sl &9 Wligy s>y | Kb sle>y |win ST b sle>
Standard Vehicles Daily Rates (£) | Weekly Rates (£) Weekend Rates(£)
4| Renault Clio 25 150 70
@) ©
06(9;) Vauxhall Astra 25 150 70
mnc Vauxhall Vectra 32 190 90
| Ford Mondeo R 190 %
Landrover Discovery 86 440 195
8 Toyota Privra GX 86 440 195
IS8 | MercedesC: Class 65 300 148
;‘3 MercedesE: Class 96 537 243
el | \VercedesE Avant Garde| 108 610 285
| MercedesS: Class 132 014 356
3 Mercedes SL Cabriolet 230 1,370 600
LexusL S400 132 914 357
I nsurance Excess:

“B” & “C" Class cars. £ 250. Mercedes “C” & “E” Class, Landrover Discovery: £
500. Lexus LS, Mercedes “E” Avant Garde, “S” & “SL” Class: £750., SL Cabriolet

£1000. Prl ces quoted are excl uswe of VAT.

L35 8 ek 009 A P STl
CAT Car Rentals, TeI. 0181 364 8526, Fax: 0181 - 440 5707, M 0b||e. 0956 225020
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Iran, Qatar review
prospects for oil, gas

cooperation

TEHRAN- Iran’s Ambassador to Doha Mahmoud Movahhed and Qatari
minister of energy and industries in Abu Dhabi Sunday reviewed prospects

for Iran-Qatar cooperation in the area of oil and gas.

In their meeting, they also discussed issues about a joint assembly of the
technical committee of Iran’s Oil Ministry and Qatar’s Ministry of Energy and

Industries.
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Iran’s foreign trade registered
Dlrs. 7.5 bn surplus

TEHRAN - Iran exported
Dlrs. 22.496 billion worth of
goods (oil and non-oil) last
year whereas its imports
amounted to Dlrs. 14.973 bil-
lion, translating to a trade sur-
plus of over Dlrs. 7.5 billion.

According to the latest re-
port of the Central Bank of
Iran (CBI), Iran’s foreign
debts which amounted to
about Dlrs. 22 billion at the

end of the Iranian calendar
year 1374 (1995-96) dropped
to DIrs. 16.835 billion last
year.Of the total figure, Dlrs.
12.278 billion were medium
and long-term and Dlrs. 4.557
billion were short-term debts.
However, the statistic does
not cover open letters of cred-
it for which commodities
were not delivered, and future
interests charged to the loans.

India seeks closer

ties with Iran

TEHRAN - Indian Ambassador to Tehran, Rajendra Singh
Rathore, Sunday met and conferred with Iran’s Interior Min-
ister, Abdullah Nouri, on a range of issues including the current
state of relations between the two countries.

Expressing satisfaction over his mission to Tehran, Rathore
stated that cultural and historic commonalities between Iran and
India serve as foundations for expansion of ties between the two
countries, IRNA reported.

Pointing out the Islamic Republic’s successes in combating
drug trafficking, the ambassador stated that India seeks to use
Iran’s experiences in that regard.

Nouri assessed the state of relations between Iran and India
as “satisfactory” and stated “we are of opinion that expansion of
bilateral relations between the two countries would positively
impact both regional and international issues.”

“Drug trafficking and distribution are conspiracies or-
chestrated by big powers to achieve their evil goals against in-
dependent countries such as Iran and India,” added Nouri.

Turning to the internal poilitics of the Islamic Republic,
Nouri cited public’s lack of interest in political parties as the
major reason for lack of parties in the country.

He further highlighted the importance of Islamic councils as
a means of public participation in the affairs of the country and
stated that organizing council elections figure prominently on
his ministry’s agenda.

Many of the cultural, social, political and development af-
fairs in the rural as well as urban area, currently handled by the
central government, can be transferred to the local Islamic coun-
cils, added Nouri.

Tehran-Tokyo trade volume

TEHRAN - Commercial
attache of the Japanese em-
bassy in Tehran Ukada Kahi
said on Sunday that the vol-
ume of trade exchange be-
tween Iran and Japan ex-
ceeds Dlrs. 4 billion by
1997.

He told reporters in the
ongoing international trade
exhibition here that Iran-
Japan trade volume in 1996
stood at Dlrs. 4 billion of
which Iranian oil export to
Japan made up 95 percent
of Iran’s export to his coun-
try valued at Dlrs. 3.3 bil-

passes Dlrs. 4 bn

added that in 1996 different
Japanese goods with an
overall value of more that
Dlrs. 700 million including
chemicals and industrial
equipment were exported to
Iran.

He remarked that the
trade volume between the
two countries shows 10 per-
cent increase in the first six
months of the current year
compared to the figure dur-
ing the same period last
year, adding that the figure
is the highest trade exchange
of Iran with a foreign coun-

lion.The Japanes official  try.

Trade exchange
between Poland, Iran
stands at DIrs. 52m

TEHRAN - During the past six month (March-september),
the quantity of trade exchange between poland and Iran hit a
mark of Dlrs. 52 million, which was equivalent to the trade ex-
change in 1996, Krysztof Bartosz, Polish commercial coun-
sellor told the press at the 23rd Tehran International Trade
Fair.

Predicting the trade and economic potentialities between
Warsaw and Tehran to be enormous, Bartosz anticipated it to
rise to over DIrs. 80 million by the end of 1997.

Elaborating on the reason for the drastic drop of the trade
exchange to the current level, the Polish commercial coun-
sellor said that with great economic transformations taking
shape in the two countries, there existed some financial com-
plications between the trading parters (companies) of the two
countries. he said the trade exchange in 1992, had stood at
Dlrs. 500 million.

Bartosz pointed out that the Polish companies were inter-
ested in expanding cooperation in the area of commerce with
Iran. He further said that his government had taken measure in
the direction of facilitating banking transactions and the is-

suance of visa.

The Polish councellor said that his country had taken part
in all 23 trade exhibitions held in Tehran, adding that it
showed Poland’s interest in the matters related to trade expan-

sion with Iran.

Bartosz said that Iran exported oil, chemicals and dried
fruits, while his country exported steel products, heavy ma-
chinery, complete assembly units and equipments for Tehran’s

subway.

The Polish commercial counsellor finally said that foreign
investments in his country stood at Dlrs.
12 billion as a result of economic infrastructure trans-

formation.

Historical artifacts
discovered in Ardebil

ARDEBIL - With iden-
tification of two gangs of
smugglers, several historical
artifacts have been dis-
covered, said the head of the
provincial Cultural Heritage
Organization Biouk Jamaei
here Sunday.

He also said that from
one gang of smugglers, ac-
tive in the provincial city of
Meshkinshar, some 100 gold
coins from the Byzantine era
and 363 silver coins from
Safavid era, minted in the
cities of Tabriz, Yerevan

and Tblisi, were seized.

Jamaei added that the
second gang was engaged in
smuggling of artifacts in the
provincial city of Khalkhal.
Many earthenware and met-
al articles belonging to the
first and second millennia
have been confiscated from
the gang.

In order to prevent theft
of cultural heritage, 133 peo-
ple’s committees have been
formed in this northern
province, concluded Jamaei.

According to the report,
the total financial commit-
ments of the country by the
end of the year 1375 (March
20, 1997) would amount to
Dlrs. 32.6 billion if the said
figures were also included.

The due date for the re-
payment of Dlrs. 8.447 billion
of foreign debts arrives in the
current year, the report said,
adding that the total figure
will gradually shrink to only
Dlrs. 108 million in the year

1381 (2002).

Meanwhile, the total vol-
ume of liquidity in the coun-
try amounted to rls 116,552
billion last year registering a
37 percent growth over that
of the previous year, the CBI
report added.

The total credit granted
by banks last year amounted
to Rls. 127,355 billion which
showed an increase of 24.8
percent over the preceding
year.
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President:

Tehran-Riyadh cooperation
guarantees regional security

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami said here on
Sunday that relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia are ex-
cellent, hoping that Tehran-Riyadh ties would guarantee se-
curity, stability and development of the region.

Khatami, speaking to Saudi Prince Ahmad Aziz bin Ah-
mad al-Saud, underlined the need for expansion of Tehran-
Riyadh cooperation.

The Saudi prince, who is here along with Saudi health
minister to attend the 44th session of the WHO’s East Med-
iterranian region committee, said that expansion of bilateral
ties would insure the interests of the region and that of the
Muslim world.

He also conveyed the warm greetings of Saudi King
Fahd and Crown Prince Amir Abdullah to President Kha-
tami.

Iran, France cooperating in
manutacture of new car

TEHRAN - A new auto-
mobile called ‘kish’ will be
built jointly by Iran and the
French auto company Re-
nualt.

The car will be ready for
marketing in Iran and other
parts of the world by next
spring, said the Director Gen-
eral of the Industry and Min-
ing Bank, Mojtaba Harati-Nik
here Saturday. The bank is fi-

nancing the project.

He told IRNA that 60 per-
cent of the spare parts for the
new automobile will be man-
ufactured locally and the rest
including engines and gears
will be imported.

As requested by the
French side, most of the pro-
duction will be re-exported.
The car has successfully been
tested by the English com-

Afghan foreign minister:

Peace possible only
through national
reconciliation

TEHRAN - The Afghan
Foreign Minister, General
Abdulmalik, here Monday
stated that formation of a
broad-based national rec-
onciliation government is the
only solution to the Afghan
crisis.

In a meeting with Iran’s
Foreign Minister, Kamal Kha-
razi, Abdulmalik added that
the never-ending fightings in
Afghanistan have blocked the
realization of the country’s
vast potentials.

Thanking Iran for its hu-
manitarian help to the Afghan
nation, the official expressed
hope that prevalence of peace
would propel the Afghan na-
tion on a path to development

and utilization of the coun-
try’s many resources

Expressing concern over
the continuation of conflicts
in Afghanistan, Kharazi con-
demned the recent massacres
in the war-torn country and
stated that continuation of the

r “has blurred the pros-
pects for peace and develop-
ment in the country.”

He further stressed that
negotiations offer the only
chance of solving the Afghan
crisis, adding that Iran is
steadfast in its efforts to bring
the Afghan crisis to a close.

Abdulmallk arrived here
Saturday evening on an of-
ficial visit.

Speaking upon arrival,

pany Mayar and will be mar-
keted under an English li-
cense, he added.

Harati-Nik said that the
annual production will be
5,000 units and an investment
capital of Rls. 90 billion has
been earmarked for the pro-
ject.

As for ouput of other
manufacturing units affiliated
to the bank, he said the total

Abdulmallk termed the recent
efforts of Taliban to capture
Mazar-i Sharif repetition of
past mistakes, saying Taliban
crimes in northern  Af-
ghanistan have further un-
veiled their true nature to the
world, IRNA reported.

He said the Islamic front
of Afghanistan believes for-
mation of a broad-based gov-
ernment on the basis of na-
tional reconciliation is the
only way to resolve the Af-
ghan crisis.The Islamic gov-
ernment of Afghanistan wel-
comes efforts made by the
U.N., the Organization of the
Islamic Conference (OIC)
and neighboring countries to
restore peace to the country.

No change in
Iran’s crude
export policies

TEHRAN - International
affairs department director
of National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) Hoj-
jatollah Ghanimifard said
that average growth of oil
price at the world market in
the fall season would be at
times less than the price in
summer.

Ghanimifard said the
world oil market situation
implies customary increase
in crude price in the fall sea-
son, however, average price
of crude is expected to be
slowed down in the season
as compared to summer in
case of lack of any un-
expectable conditions.

Based on former pre-
dictions, he said, it seems re-
mote to see average price of
crude this year has equalled
that of last year, IRNA re-
ported.

He added that changes
in crude price at the world
market over the past six
months reveal decline in oil
prices compared to the aver-
age level within the same
period over the preceding
year.

North Sea’s crude price
topped Dlrs. 19.90 over the
past two weeks, showing
Dlrs. 1.1 decrease compared
to the figure registered with-
in the same period over the
preceding year and Dlrs. 2.5
increase compared to the
figure recorded within the
corresponding  period in
1995.

Ghanimifard said that
non-realization  of  pre-
dictions made for the non-
OPEC members’ oil output
due to the states engagement
in operations and repair
works in the North Sea oil
fields and lack of order in
Russia’s oil export, especial-

ly to the Mediterranean mar-
ket were reasons for increase
in the oil price over the past
two weeks.

Among other factors be-
hind increase in the crude
price, enumerated Gha-
nimifard, are surge in gas-
oline consumption and de-
cline in crude deposits in
major oil consumer states.

He said that surge of
profit for oil refining made
15 European Union (EU)
members to import as much
as crude and this has in turn
led to increase in price of the
commodity to some extent.

In Asia, especially in Far
East, he added, no factors
for increase in price of the
fuel was observed as was the
case with Western countries,
because devaluation of cur-
rency in the states, including
Thailand, Malaysian, the
Philippines, South Korean
and to some extent in Sin-
gapore, has led to sluggish
economic activities and mi-
nor growth of demand for oil
in the market as a result.

There has been up to
nine percent increase in de-
mand for oil in Thailand last
year, added Ghanimifard,
whereas growth in the coun-
try’s demand has been es-
timated to stand at two per-
cent this year.

He said that Iraq’s entry
to the oil market in the sec-
ond round of the six-month
marketing dealine left no
sudden impact on prices, be-
cause Iraq failed to sell Dlrs.
half billion worth of its
crude due to a delay in its
market entry.

He predicted that Iraq’s
Dlrs. 1.5 billion oil sale by
1997 coupled with increase
in demand would not leave
any negative impact on the

market.

As for any change in po-
lices of Iran’s crude oil ex-
port, the Iranian official said
that under policies devised
for export of crude oil, no
rude consingment is expected
to be left unsold by at least
the next two months and that
Iran’s marketing and crude
export policies would not at
all change.He concluded that
Iran’s policies are based on
constant presence in main oil
consumption markets, paying
attention to the behaviors of
the rivals in the market and
world oil consumers’ de-
mands.

production of these units has
increased by 18 percent in
the first half of the current
Iranian year compared to the
corresponding period last
year. Exports of these units
are to increase by 20 percent
by the year-end.

He also added that the
bank exported Dlr.s 35 mil-
lion worth of manufactured
products  including  de-
tergent, ball-bearings, alu-
mium sheet, clothing, tyres,
parts of which were ex-
ported.

As for the pavilion of the
bank in the ongoing 23th
Tehran International Trade
Fair, he said variety of items
including bicycles, synthetic
fiber, textile and leather
goods are put on display.

Iranian rally
drivers lead

Beijing-Paris
race

HAMEDAN - Some 75
drivers, still in the Beijing-
Paris car race, Sunday after-
noon entered Iran’s Hamedan
Province and were warmly
greeted by  enthusiastic
crowds in the cities of Hame-
dan and Malayer.

Iran’s Mohsen Ijadi and
Ramin Khadem riding Ira-
nian-built Paykans, along
with the British entry driving
a Ford Cortina, led the pack
of some 75 cars into the
province.

The other Iranian entry,
Javid and Hedayat, currently
holds on to the fourth place
in the race which has so far
covered some 10,000 km
from the Tiananmen square
in the Chinese capital.

According to the head of
Iranian Car Race Federation,
Hussein Khodadad, the rally
drivers have so far been quite
satisfied with Iran’s road
conditions and especially
with the Iranian hospitality.

England’s Jonathan Likes
and Ireland’s Michael Eiami,
in an interview with IRNA
Sunday, expressed apprecia-
tion over the warm welcome
and hospitality accorded by
Iranian people to the rally
drivers.

Likes stated “the drivers
experienced many difficulties
over  India-Nepal-Pakistan
segment of the route but
since entering the Iranian ter-
ritory things have worked out
quite comfortably.”

The rally drivers would
spend the night in Hamedan
before continuing the race
towards Kurdestan Province.

Steel production up
at Mobarakeh complex

TEHRAN - Production
of steel sheets and slab at
Mobarakeh steel complex in
the first half of the current
Iranian calendar year, started
March 21, has registered an
increase of 20 percent over
the same period last year,
amounting to 1.039 and
1.254 million tons re-
spectively.An official of the
complex told the daily ‘Iran’
that during the same period
production of sponge, mol-
ten and scrap steel rose by
15, 18 and 34 percent re-
spectively over the cor-
responding period last year.

He said that since its op-
eration in the year 1973
(1994-95), the complex has
so far produced over 6 mil-

lion tons of steel products
with a total value equal to
DIrs 1.800 billion of im-
ports.

The official stated that
projects are underway to
boost production capacity of
the complex by four million
tons of hot roll at the first
stage. He further added that
the total investment at this
stage amounted to Dlrs. 215
million plus Rls. 416 bil-
lion.

Stressing that the com-
plex has received ISO 9001
and 9002, the official said
that with measures taken so
far to control air pollution,
the complex is expected to
receive ISO 14000 by the
end of the current year.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www.ettelaat.com

Foreign Ministry:

[ranian surgeon granted
membership of European
cardio-thoracic surgery

TEHRAN - An Iranian surgeon, Dr. Darioush Javidi was granted official
membership of the European Association for Cardio-Thoracic Surgery.

His membership was approved at the 11th meeting of the European sur-
geons society held in Copenhagen, Denmark, recently.

Dr. Javidi is a member of the board of instructors of the Medical Sciences
University of Tehran.

Redeployment of
Nimitz n Persian Gulf,
an act of desperation

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign  Ministry spokesman
Mahmoud Mohammadi said
here on Sunday that the grow-
ing friendly atmosphere be-
tween the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the regional states
has made the redeployment
of the U.S. warships in the
Persian Gulf seem as an act
of desperation.

He said the despatch of
the USS Nimitz aircraft carri-
er to the Persian Gulf is an at-
tempt to misportray the Per-
sian Gulf as trouble spot,
IRNA reported.

“The Americans are dis-
satisfied with the growing
confidence and friendship be-
tween the Islamic Republic of
Iran and its neighboring Mus-
lim states in the region and
see the current atmosphere as
harmful to their illegitimate
interests in the Persian Gulf,”
he said.The growing con-
fidence and  cooperation
among the regional states has
heralded a new attitude to-
wards the Persian Gulf and
spread a belief in the region
that there is no need for pres-
ence of foreign forces and
that regional countries
needn’t to spend huge
amount of money on purchase
of arms.Mohammadi said the
Islamic Republic of Iran has
focused its diplomacy on de-
velopment of relations with
the regional nations and de-

spite the propaganda cam-
paign of the aliens Iran be-
lieves in strengthening re-
lations and friendship with its
neighboring states and that
the peace and stability in the
sensitive region of the Persian
Gulf is directly linked with
the interests of all states in the
region.

Referring to the develop-
ments in Afghanistan, Mo-
hammadi said the unmanly
atrocities against people in
different parts of Afghanistan
require the international com-
munity to take an immediate
action to stop the crimes.He
said 70 children, women and
men have been beheaded in a
village around Mazar-i-Sharif
and criticized the world com-
munity for not taking a se-
rious step to halt the medieval
crimes being committed
against women, men and chil-
dren in the areas under con-
trol of the Taliban. He said
that documentary films and
photos are available on the
current wave of crimes in Af-
ghanistan.

Mohammadi said that ab-
sence of a serious decision to
deal with the ongoing crimes
in Afghanistan would further
escalate its extent.He ap-
pealed to the international or-
ganizations and all states to
take an immediate action to
stop the massacre of civilians
in Afghanistan.

Belgrade discusses promotion
of ties with Tehran

TEHRAN - Yugoslav Minister of Foreign Trade Borislav
Vukovic Saturday called for promotion of bilateral ties in the
fields of telecommunications, energy, post, housing and urban
development.

Vukovic told Iran’s Minister of Economic and Financial Af-
fairs Hussein Namazi that Yugoslavia’s participation at the 23rd
Tehran International Trade Fair was a sign of Belgrade’s inter-
est in expanding cooperation with Tehran.

He also expressed hope that after several years of inter-
ruption, the Iran-Yugoslavia joint economic commission would
help strengthen trade and economy of both countries.

Namazi referring to elimination of obstacles in the way of
bilateral cooperation, expressed hope that Iran and Yugoslavia
would reach considerable understanding in commercial and ec-
onomic fields.

Vukovic is heading the Yugoslav economic delegation
which arrived here Saturday to attend the session of the joint ec-
onomic commission.

TABAS, Khorasan - Di-
rector of a project for ex-
ploitation of Tabas coal mine
Mostafa Moazzen said here
Sunday that the established
reserve at Tabas coal mine is
about 2.5 billion tons.The
coal mine occupies an area
of about 30,000 sq ki-
lometers and is mainly in
Parvadeh, Nayband, Mazino
and Abdoughi.

Established reserve at Tabas
coal mine 2.5 bn tons

During a visit to the
mine by Majlis Speaker Ali-
Akbar Nateq Nouri Sunday,
the director of the project
said that by the end of phase
one of the project, that is
during 1998, the coal pro-
cessing plant of the mine
would be capable of pro-
ducing 500,000 tons of con-
centrate coal for Isfahan
steel plant.

[ran’s judokas to participate in
world championship tournament

TEHRAN - Iran’s national judo team heads for
France on Tuesday to participate in the world jumdo
championship games to be held October 9-12 in the west

European country.

Amir Sarbaz in 60 kg, Zeinal-Abedin in 65 kg, Ka-
zem Sarikhani in 71 kg, Ali Chaman-Pa in 78 kg, Moh-
sen Manafi in 86 kg and Mahmoud Mirandar in 95+ kg
make up the Iranian team.

Ali Reza Amini and Mohamad Reza
Yousefzadeh coach the Iranian judokas.

Haj-

See page 7

'\.'\.'\'\.'\'I' II.II?I HE

CuLIRANG 07

For FREE Connection Call Nazy or Najib on 0500 - 561656between 9am-6pm - EXCLUSIVE OF VAT

You can advertise in

ETTELA’AT

International Edition
For details:
Phone: [J0171-250-0840
Fax: OO 0171-250-0842
Phone: [212)246-4521
Fax: [1212)246-4332

{Europe (London)

{USA (New York)



