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Canadian Immigration Lawyer will pre-
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reasonable fees. Leonard Simcoe, Ref.
El,1255LairdBlvd., Suite208, M ount
Royal, Quebec, CanadaH3p 2T 1.
Fax: (514) 739-0795

X E-Mail: 76143.2031 @ Compuserve.com )
e PSP =

= ol

LONDON
Tel: 0171 - 250 0840

oSl UL bl 5999t i

P-\Jyw‘)ute’ﬁw)lﬁéulwatu)tewu«b‘ A S b 52O ' o R ¢!
(ULAJ}J‘)_“J.A-—/r)}}J‘Ll AAJS&JL))JP)KL}’LALJJJM)Q)” .M a ﬁoﬁ“
ol 3 pletsstizal gl e Ml by W "
b alsle S 5o led D2 20l sl STRTIRAY
(B b Aol Sl o Lok bl psss s JenSS (0T (S 3058 Tl on ]
L sotedl ) el sleed&l s 54 rocheque, Bank Draft, Money Order) . s
o 53255l COEPEL LTD. 4 5 4o« &,ﬂcudljwlfvu,a céﬁy GJMS“'!L‘}“

.48 (CAPITAL LETTERS)S ), 5105, L, 91zl r),gu_lzl Abe sl )

ETTELA’AT PUBLICATIONS, 57 BANNER STREET,
EC1Y 8PX, UK.

AA

ple ks 7 G2 b
u,...L' .\a)b ;La..sl&LJ Jwb“,s

Fax: 0171 - 250 0842 Lol s 2alS o rgr el

adl Bl AFe L LT YVl Gl g VY dobee s ey gl O
adl Bl 00l sl 100 LKl 5 O alas fols il gl 4 O

293110 5l sl S0 T Sl ) i
JILA JJ)Q;“JL“"“"‘—Lblr))‘U‘))Q

U URT O IOk 75 O PPN

Tel: (212)  246- 4521

6Lh)}w§).>u¢u,bu)};ytul;4ubj)‘).!_ﬂ
EPETRNTN wl,.wbguwd& Al
5 Ae) AT 30 ) e A il il 2
leidl I g Lais) ol Jclay ),@L)(e,\zlj’aau)ulﬁ
18615 93 yof 43 (slodgal )5 yiss
S el L ol gl sl s i a0l SL) 2508
le sl )50 5055 L4 ETTELAAT 45 5 5(Money Order)
ETTELA’AT P.O.BOX 2077, New York, NY. 10116 - 2077

w&aﬂ‘u)ﬂjb)wuu
Sir John Templeton, yilyos ol e
ISl s sl clas
s 2 G g5 el S 5o
éywﬁwq‘wlo&
Sz oSS gt CeliB gy
3hGess 50 ol Sl
L pos 5 sl L A

SRRV AT
Ak e Sle Mol ot

‘W&'d)ﬁﬁc’a};.
lslele @Lw‘

il Sl i

Fax: (212)  246- 4332

G, Y3801 dlacth gl [ Jl gl ol o8 231 sl

et el i iy
PJ)‘AJC'JQMJ‘J—’I)QL‘&W@L@I)

K‘.ﬁb\l;\\'a(dh\&) L-w‘}‘l:l Kj}“)y" 7 :°L‘u;‘;h5|p Aod g L&‘—M‘)u&'b)}—wijj
Title (Mr. Mrs. Miss) Name: ")M‘;ai%)lﬁobbbﬁj
sole pSler S5
Address: : ik
Zip Code: A B I
Post Code: Al g0l il sl o
Clty State: Country: --------------------------------------- é’“‘“““’)h :Jﬁaks‘ﬁf’kﬂubj
Tehi( ) B Fac () «SJ-;\L’:"i S
. ) e r.Ameri -Managemen
o il O Jlecl O s e Anlageberatung (AAA) GmbH
— — Postfach 11 36
sl ﬂ\ﬁlkJﬂj\@Kldlﬁﬁ\};u‘bl‘ﬁ’.‘bmﬂl‘“ﬁbbwwm 61281 Bad Hombur g, Germany

25 Sl oMbl o 5 e

Tel.; (49) 6172- 488948

Fax: (49)6172-488949

’W//

1110 SHEPPARD AVE. EAST # 401
WILLOWADLE ONTARIO M2K2W2
CANADA

TEL: (416) 512 - 8089
FAX: (416) 512 - 7699

o1, 0461 - 800 - 924 - 0724

LAST MINUTE SAFAR CLUB

Al Lo 1ot Lo TOBLS 5 Loy s Linmool S 5 gu w5 T ((Lowomit’) 98 5130 32 3l 3300 ) g 5O ySilg> 09 5"
9 [P K ZPUY N K HURETW- T PRSP St | PRVIP- YV VR PP T O " PR V] PNE R PV JUCT SRR FYCK JU-9
SRS P ENPlgJmegile Jiddgy )y




(1 98 5l 755
(YANYEFFOYN: ks

SBETTELA’AT

PAVAZYO YA u,a.U

— IOIIA

190 iz s Wb gea slgnin b

s T - | = et | e .

olSwla

PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
LIS 5 ulad B g ¢ ] (o595 (gl il ol
23 pds o0 gl (ool Y Jeame) g, S esliial
¢ P oS pwdige (g e g Sl p gt o gladid
c ol gy g gwlidamal ¢ gLl LB, cwj.’)r-l.u
‘;hts.wab |)J.G.AL,JLE.¢JJ.>u3‘;L'.« M“d“}"“
JL:.«»;JtJU slr (’J\j w})ajlw&g}g.gb: Ll oo
- gty
ool s bl S g 5 55 o0 Lol e
Pl il

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS

PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

9581 W. PICO BLVD.
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

BUILDING & SAFETY

* Inspection of EARTHQUAKE
damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... )

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Final Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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INSURANCE CLAINS

SPECIALIST

B COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses
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IRVINE , CA 92619

TEL:(714)654-0681
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MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
ROSENBLATT ASSOCIATES
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
335 BAY ST. 10TH FLOOR
TORONTO - CANADA
TEL: (416) 861-0869
FAX: (416) 861 - 1215

A - -

186l &

=>lgo
IMMIGRATION TO CANADA

sl o leailin 9l 2
Al 50003 5 s oS 9 eSS LG LS
JL.»\‘\lU:JJ,:aK.;:sl; ﬁ\.@.ﬂé}b.b\:.wu
Conlis 2l gl polis poaila
) L<3|JUJL~A}M&)U:|W§Q€:‘-’L&.H
L A o3 IO GMO ST o S0 54y
RD=AA =+ I
3 A=AA 1= TAY AL
s JACKMAN & ASSICIATES nnn

Barristers and Solicitors
in association for the practice of Law

Mehdi Mozayyan
immigration Consultant

330 HWY # 7, F Suite 318, Richmond Hill
Ontario L4B 3P8 Canada

Fax: (905)881-0291 Tel: (905) 881-5657
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Samuel R, Baker, Q. C. & Associates  Barristers & Solicitors
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A. Gharib Immigration Services
418 Nolan Ave Glendale CA 91202 U.S.A
Tel: (818) 240 - 2228, Fax: (818) 543 - 0436
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U.N.-sponsored Intl. seminar
on oceanology to open in Tehran

TEHRAN - An international seminar on oceanology will be held in Tehran
next week, head of the national center for oceanology Houssein Zomorrodian

said.

He said lecturers from Australia, Ukraine, India, Russia and Iran would
give lectures to experts from the Caspian Sea, the Persian Gulf and the Oman

Seallittoral states on processing oceanic data.

The Paris-based U.N.-affiliated Intergovernmental Oceanology Commis-
sion has sponsored the seminar due to be held for 12 days from next Sunday.

Zarif:

ETTELAAL

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

lran ready to take part
IN a security mechanism
In Persian Gulf

TEHRAN - Mohammed
Javad Zarif, the visiting dep-
uty foreign minister of Iran,
has said that his country can
play a “positive role” in re-
ducing tension between India
and Pakistan.

Addressing faculty and
students of School of Inter-
national Studies at Jawahar
La Nehru University in New
Dehi, Zarif said, “as the
forthcoming chairman of the
OIC and in view of extremely
good relations it has with
both India and Pakistan, Iran
can play a very postive role
in reducing tension between
Indiaand Pekistan.”

He also urged Indiato re-
spond to the “genuine and le-
gitimate concern” of the Mus-
lim countries about the
condition of Muslims in
Kashmir, adding that being a
large group of 54 nations, the
OIC could aso play a mean-
ingful role in easing tension
between India and Pakistan,
IRNA reported from New
Delhi.

Responding to a question
on the Kashmir issue having
been removed from the agen-
da of the forthcoming OIC
summit in Tehran in De
cember, the Iranian deputy
minister clarified that the

OIC had decided not to in-
clude any “specific issue’
other than the Palestinian is-
sue at the Tehran summit.

He said that otherwise the
Kashmir issue remained a
“consistent concern” of the
OIC, adding that as a mem-
ber-country Pakistan had the
sovereign right to raise the
Kashmir issue at the Tehran
summit.

On Iran’s ongoing naval
exercises in the Persian Gulf,
Zaif said, “lran has the
sovereign right to hold such
exercises in the waters of
Persian Gulf as do the other
countries of the region.”

Condemning the U.S. for
despatching aircraft carrier
Nimitz to Persian Gulf in re-
sponse to the Iranian naval
exercises, Zarif said that this
would only exacerbate tes-
nion in the region.

He described the U.S.
presence in the region as the
main factor behind “unstable
security” in the region, add-
ing, “security of the Persian
Gulf cannot be purchased by
buying military equipment
and services from outside
powers and by facilitating
these powers' presence in the
region.”

Reiterating Iran's stand

on the Persian Gulf security,
Zarif said that his country is
ready for starting the “pro-
cess of establishing a mech-
anism of security cooperation
which should include al the
countries of the region and be
based on the principles of
non-intervention, mutual re-
spect for one another's sov-
ereignty and mutual consulta-
tion.”

He said that Iran held that
instead of a foreign power an
“international umbrella’,
preferably in the form of
U.N., could be a guarantor
against smal powers ap-
prehensions in the proposed
regional security set up.

The Iranian deputy min-
ister categorically ruled out
that change of administration
in Iran would lead to changes
in the foreign policy of the
country.

He said, “devotion to
principles of the Islamic Rev-
olution of Iran will continue
to remain the main focus of
the Iranian foreign policy.”

Zarif added that “pre-
serving the independence of
Iran, opposition to the heg-
emony” and “commitment to
the Palestinian cause” con-
gtitute  the main commit-
ments of the Iranian foreign

policy under Khatemi.

On the chances of normal-
ization of U.S.-Iran relations,
the deputy minister said this
depended on the U.S. ceasing
to act as an “omnipotent pow-
er” and recognizing Iran as an
independent country.

He quickly pointed out
that the U.S. had so far not
“shown any change of at-
titude towards Iran.”

Accusing the U.S. of be-
ing still wedded to the “Cold
War mentality” of seeking en-
emies, putting its alies
against them and creating
blocs, the Iranian deputy min-
ister said, “the U.S. cannot
claim that being the victor of
the Cold War it can impose
its hegemony on the world.”

Referring to the issue of
the return of Iragi war planes,
Zarif said “Iran is prevented
by the U.N. sanctions to re-
turn the war planes to Irag.
However, these remain Iragi
property which at present are
being maintained by Iran.”

On lIran’s opposition to
the Tdiban regime, the dep-
uty minister said, “Iran is
against them because of their
policy to seek a military solu-
tion to the Afghanistan crisis
with the assistance of outside
powers.”

Grounds prepared for promotion of
Iran, Tajikistan economic cooperation

TEHRAN - Visiting Iranian
Foreign  Minister  Kamal
Kharrazi on Wednesday sub-
mitted to Tajik President Im-
omali Rahmonv a message
from President Mohammad
Khatami.

In his message, the Ira-
nian president stressed the

friendship existing between
the two countries as well as
the two presidents and voiced
his support for the ongoing
peace efforts in Tajikistan,
IRNA reported from Du-
shanbe.

Kharrazi, talking to re-
porters later, described the

Iran’ s Stealth watching
U.S. forces at Persan Gulf

BUSHEHR, Hormuzgan

- Rear-Admiral Akbar Ah-

madian told IRNA here Wednesday that Iran’s Stealth planes
are watching U.S. Air Force and its navy in the Persian Gulf
which, he said, have intensified their esipionage operations
since the start of Iran’s war games dubbed ‘Victory-8'.

Asked to comment on the reported cutdown of the U.S.
forces in the Persian Gulf, he said the alegations were far

from being true.

He added that Washington had rumored it with the intent
to mislead the world people and misinform them.

He observed that the U.S. has imposed its own physical
presence in the Persian Gulf by her fifth fleet which has 52
gunboats and three nuclear submarines. He added that the
U.S. has also recently deployed its aircraft carrier Nimitz in
the Persian Gulf and thereby broadened an unwanted mil-
itary base of its own in the region.

Iranian rally drivers maintain
lead in Beijing-Paris race

TEHRAN - The Beijing-
Paris rally drivers, led by the
team from Iran, on Wednes-
day entered the Itaian ter-
ritory. Some 74 cars out of
the original 96 have survived
the tough course starting from
the Tiananmen square in Beij-
ing through Tibet, Nepal, In-
dia, Pekistan, Iran, Turkey
and Greece before continuing
theracein Italy.

The race, kicked off 38
days ago, is expected to
wind up in French capital’s
Concord square in one

week.
Iran's Vahid Kazerani,
Rouzbeh Razagi, Mohsen

ljadi, Ramin Khadem, Am-
irdi Javid and Homayoon
Kamal Hedayat are riding
three Iranian built Paykans
in the intercontinental race.

Foreign drivers passing through
Iran laud safety of roads

ORUMIYEH, West Azarbaijan - Drivers of foreign lorries
passing through Iran prefer Iranian roads to those of other coun-
tries for their safety and security, said head of the provincial
Transportation and Terminals Organization Akbar Jabari here

Tuesday.

He told IRNA that in the first half of this year (started
March 21) 11,000 vehicles entered the country via Bazargan

border point.

He added that the number of vehicles passing

through Iran in the said period increased by 50 percent com-
pared to the years 1374 and by 6 percent compared to the year

1375 respectively.

Jabari added that to provide better services to foreign truck
driversin West Azarbaijan, RIs. seven billion has been spent on
building five accommodation lodges since two years ago.

He said that in the first half of the current year more than
185,000 passengers used Bazargan's accommodation lodges

and cargo terminals.

He added that in addition to trucks, 17,000 vehicles entered
and left out the country via the Bazargan border in the said pe-
riod. Jabari said the goods imported to the country in the first
half of this year stood at 171,000 tons and the goods exported

at 112,000 tons.

The exported goods registered a 15 percent increase as com-
pared to the same period ayear before.

Due to the location of West Azarbaijan Province which bor-
ders three countries, Bazargan is one of the major borer cross-

ings of the country.

meeting as positive and fruit-
ful, and added that the issues
of Tajikistan and Af-
ghanistan figured in the meet.

He also said that the sign-
ing of the Tajikistan peace
treaty has provided the op-
portunity for reconstruction
and economic development
of that country.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister expressed hope that
while going ahead with its
peace efforts, Tgjikistan can
aso pursue economic de
velopment programs in order
to become an important and
prosperous country in the re-
gion.

On mutual cultural coop-
eration, the Iranian foreign
minister said that Iran and
Tajikistan speak Persian and
share a deep cultural bond
which is of paramount im-
portance.

Lauding Tajikistan's bid
to celebrate the 1100th an-
niversary of establishment of
Iran’'s Samanian dynasty,
Kharrazi said “we regard this
as an important event to show
the history of the region and

we support it.”
Kharrazi in a separate
meeting in Dushanbe

Wednesday with Tgjik Prime
Minister Yahya Azimov,
voiced Iran’'s support for Ta
jik peace talks as well as its
readiness to help in Tajik de-
velopment and reconstruction
plans.

Calling for further pro-
motion of Tehran-Dushanbe
economic cooperation, the
Tajik prime minister said that
his country would like Ira-
nian companies to participate
in reconstruction projects in
Tajikistan.

He further praised great
efforts made by the Idlamic
Republic of Iran with regards
to restoration of peace and
tranquility in his homeland.

As for Tajikistan's ea
gerness to promote economic
ties with Iran, he said that
the agreements reached be-
tween the two countries will
be carried out soon.

Underlining the need to
continue the privatization
trend in his country, Azimov
aso called for investment of
Iranian companies in Tajik
€conomic projects.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
foreign minister expressed
hope that the appropriate
grounds would be prepared
for reconstruction in Tajiki-
stan through implementation
of approvals of the national
reconciliation council.

He further urged for hold-
ing the second session of the
joint lran-Tajikistan econom-
ic commission in that coun-
try.

Since the Ministry of
Construction Jihad enjoys
precious experiences in car-
rying out development pro-
jectsin rural areas and in set-

ting up smal industria
plants, the Islamic Republic
of Iranisready to help Tgjiki-
stan in those areas, Kharrazi
noted.

At the end of the meeting,
the two officias stressed
Iran’s historical situation as
the most economical route to
link Central Asia to intern-
tional markets.

Later on Wednesday,
Kharrazi held talks with Ta-
jik Foreign Minister Talbek
Nazarov on long-term re-
lations, new areas of coop-
eration and regional issues.

The two foreign ministers
studied the adverse effects of
the Afghan crisis on the na-
tions of Afghanistan and the
region as a whole and
stressed the need for peaceful
settlement of the conflict in
the neighboring country.

Kharrazi and Nazarov
also exchanged views on tri-
lateral cooperation among
Iran, Russia and Tgjikistan
and decided that the practical
steps should be taken in this
respect.

Nazarov referred to Iran’s
mediation efforts in Tajik
peace process and said in
light of the peace established
under the inter-Tajik peace
treaty, there are extensive ar-
eas of cooperation between
Iran and Tajikistan.

Kharrazi said by putting
into practice of the approvals
of Tajikistan’s national rec-
onciliation commission, Iran
is ready to take part in joint
ventures projects in Tajiki-
stan in the fields of gas, dam
building, telecommunications
and mineral sectors.

Head of Tajik national
reconciliagtion ~ commission
Abdullah  Nouri conferred
with the Iranian foreign min-
ister in Dushanbe on
Wednesday where he under-
scored necessity of es
tablishing  peace and rec-
onciliation in Tajikistan.

Nouri called the recent
visit of the Iranian minister as
a significant step towards the
fulfilment of the contents of
the Tajik peace accord and
expressed hope that with es-
tablishment of security and
return of all war refugees and
migirants, the proper ground
would be provided for ec-
onomic development of his
country.

The Iranian minister in
reply expressed satisfaction
over the existence of a na
tional will in Tajikistan for
establishing a full peace ac-
cord in order to consolidate
national unity in al levelsin
that country.

He said that formation of
peace in Tgikistan and set-
ting up of the Tqjik national
reconciliation  commission
are historical events showing
the political growth of Tajik
people who decided to put an
end to the civil war.

TEHRAN - Iran's
special representative in
Afghanistan affairs
Alaeddin Boroujerdi held
talks with Indian deputy
foreign minister in New
Delhi  on Wendesday
about the latest develop-
mentsin Afghanistan.

Boroujerdi told the
Indian officia that it is
important for Iran to wit-
ness rapid resolution of
the Afghan crisis based
on the will of the Afghan
people and also agree
ment among Afghan
leaders.

He added that the
concerns expressed by
the regional countries
about the continued cri-
sisin Afghanistan signify
the negative effects of
this turmoil on the secur-
ity of these countries.

He aso caled for a

more active role of the
Organization of Islamic

Conference (OIC) as well
as the U.N. in settlement
of the current Afghan cri-
Sis.

Meanwhile, the In-
dian Deputy Foreign

Minister Ragonat hailed
Iran’s efforts in this re-
gard and stressed that the
New Delhi government is
willing to see a political
solution to the problem
and is fully ready to ex-
tend any possible as
sistance in this regard.

He aso remarked
that India supports any
step taken to redize
peace and tranquility in
Afghanistan and expects
the U.N. to be more ac-
tivein this respect.

Boroujerdi arrived in
the Indian capital on
Wednesday and had talks
with Indian prime min-
ister.

In another develop-
ment, Pakistani Deputy
Foreign Minister for Af-
ghan Affairs Iftikhar
Morshid said in Is
lamabad Tuesday that a
lasting peace in Af-
ghanistan will come only
through Tehran-
Islamabad closer coop-
eration.

Making the statement
in a meeting with the Ira-
nian Ambassador to Is
|amabad, Mohammad
Mehdi  Akhoundzadeh,
he added that despite the
critical situation inthere-
gion, Pakistan attaches
great importance to its
ties with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, IRNA re-
ported from |slamabad.

Akhoundzadeh  re-
iterated that the recent
developments in  Af-
ghanistan bear testimony
that military options will
only lead to massacre of
innocent people in that
country.
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Pergsian literature book exhibit

opens in Dushanbe

TEHRAN - In a ceremony on Wednesday, an exhibit of books on Iranian
literature and Iranology was inaugurated in the state university of the Tajik
capital, Dushanbe. The exhibit, organized by the Cultural House of the Ira
nian embassy, features some 1,500 book titles.

Upon the termination of the one-week exhibit, the displayed books would
be transferred to “Iran’s House' in the Tqjik state university.

Iran's Foreign Minister, Kamal Kharrazi inaugurated Iran’s House on
Wednesday.Some 1,500 students are enrolled in the Persian language and lit-
erature department in the state university.

The department also offers courses on Persian script.

Exploitation of Caspain Seaoil, gas
reserves impossible without consent
of al littoral states

TEHRAN - Deputy Oil
Minister in charge of  the
Caspian Sea oil and gas Ali
Majedi said in Vienna on
Wednesday that exploitation
of Caspian oil and gas re-
serves is impossible without
consent and contribution of all
littoral states.

Majedi, talking to IRNA
on the sidelines of an inter-
national gathering on trans-
portation of oil and gas from
the newly independent re-
publics of the former Soviet
Union, said that foreign min-

isters of the Caspian Sea lit-
toral states had in a statement
issued in December 1996 un-
derlined that use in any forms
of the Caspian Sea resources
should be based on consensus
of dl fivelittoral states.

He said that Iran considers
its agreements with the former
Soviet Union as the legal base
for exploitation of the sea’sre-
sources.

The contracts signed by
Iran and the former Soviet Un-
ion in 1921 and 1940 have
made mention of the shipping

and fishing rights in the Cas-
pian Sea.

After collapse of the for-
mer Soviet Union, he added,
the independent republics
held a session in Almaty in
1992 where their adherence to
Irano-Soviet contracts, he
said.

Majedi said the Caspian
Seallittoral states need to hold
constant talks to determine
the legal status of the Caspian
Sea as agreed upon in their
meeting in Almaty in Feb-
ruary 1997.

Per capita food
production up to 920 kg

TEHRAN - Agriculture
Minister Issa Kalantari said
here on Wednesday that per
capita food production in Iran
rose up to about 920 kg in
1996 from 630 kg in 1989.

Kaantari made the re-
mark at a ceremony held on
the occasion of World Food
Day.
He said the average
growth rate of value-added in
the agriculture sector in the
first Five-Year Development
Plan (1989-1994) stood at
5.95 percent, nearly twice as
manya as the growth rate of
population in the said period.

Meanwhile, Construction
Jihad Minister Mohammad
Saeedi-Kya said that more
than 27.2 million tons of an-
imal products and 1.7 million
tons of fisheries products had
been produced in the country
in the First Five-Year Plan.
He said the average annua
production of protein rich
products within the said pe-
riod stood at 5.8 million tons.

The Food and Ag-
riculture Organization (FAO)
representative to lran Jamal
Ahmad read the message of
the FAO director general on
the same occasion.

The message underlinedc
that the world leaders have
undertaken to provide al peo-
ple with food security before
2015 and halve the population
of 800 million people suf-
fering from malnutrition.

The message added that
investment by the private and
public sectors in storage, dis-
tribution, marketing and
transportation of food is a
must.

Also spesking on the
same occasion, Vice Pres
ident and head of the En-
vironment  Protection  Or-
ganization, Masoomeh
Ebtekar, stated that use of bi-
ologica methods in parallel
with chemical means of
fighting plant pests and dis-
eases is amust to ensure food
security.

She further touched on
environmental crises across
the world stating that lack of
adequate commitment by
governments coupled with
upward trend of environ-
mental disasters threaten the
food security and sustainable

Persianlanguage spreading
amongRussianintellectuals

TEHRAN - The head of the scientific committee of the
Moscow’ s Institute of Philosophy Hosseinov told head of Iran’s
Culture and Islamic Communication Organization Ayatollah
Mohammad Ali Taskhiri that Persian language and litretuareis
spreading among Russian intellectuals. Hosseinov said that
most of research projects being conducted by hisinstitute focus
on the Islamic philosophy and Russian intellectuals are in
search of potential commonalties between the Islamic and east-
ern philosophy. Ayatollah Taskhiri in reply termed the strong
bonds between Islamic and Russian intellectuals as crucia in
maintaining the mutual cultural and scientific activities.

He aso called on Russian intellectuals to try to further fa-
miliarize themeselves with the Persian language and literature
so that they can learn more about Iran’s culture and civilization.

New policiesam to enhance
women's participation in sports

TEHRAN - Iran’s High Council of Cultural Revolution has
ratified new policies geared towards encouraging women's par-
ticipation in sports. The session, presided over by President Mo-
hammad Khatami, discussed ways of promoting the culture of
sports amongst women and encouraging their participation in

physical activities consistent

with relevant Islamic norms,

IRNA reported. Allocation of budget for construction of sports

facilities,
senting a suitable

creation of sports training centers as well as pre-
model for women's sports in the Islamic

world figure prominently in the new policies, announced the

council’s public relations office.

The 470th session of the

council aso ratified memberships of the representatives of vari-
ous executive branches of the government in  the Women's So-

cial-Cultural Council.
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agriculture worldwide.

Sound planning and suf-
ficient investment for pro-
tection of the environment is
a must to achieve sustainable
development, food security
and a thriving agriculture,
added Iran's first woman
vice-president.

She further advocated
more cautious use of cus
tomary pesticides adding that
agricultural  products  with

traces of toxicants and fer-
tilizers are mgjor detriments
to the cause of suatainable ag-
ricultural development.

Moreover, she em-
phasized the importance of
educating the farmers as well
as the public to upgrade the
level of food security adding
that women, if given proper
training, can play a prominent
role in protecting the en-
vironment.

Labor ‘embarrassed’ by
MKO links

LONDON - The British Labor Party and Foreign Of-
fice officials expressed “acute embarrassment” Wednes-
day after it became clear that Tony Blair and Robin Cook
played unwitting hosts at the Labor conference to mem-
bers of an Iranian group declared last week by the U.S. to
be internationa terrorists, The Guardian newspaper re-

ported in its Thursday issue.

Representatives of the banned Mujahideen Khalg
were given delegate status at the conference and invited
to areception organized by the party’s international com-

mittee, the report added.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, has
said MKO was one of 30 groups deemed to be inter-
national terrorist organizations. Donating or collecting
funds for the group has been declared a crime, and its of-
ficials have been barred from entry to the U.S., wrote the

newspaper

It further added that the U.S. declaration against the
MKO was being seen Wednesday as “Washington’s first
positive signal to the new, moderate administration of
President Mohammad Khatami.” This, said the report,
contrasted with the Labor Party’s apparent endorsement

of the group.

However, the Foreign Office said: “Government pol-
icy and Labor Party resolutions are sometimes two differ-
ent things. We have regarded the MKO as a terrorist or-

ganization for some years.”

The newspaper quoted Labor Party officials as saying
that it would be the last time the group would be invited

to party conferences.

Tehran to host Asian
women arts seminar

TEHRAN - Tehran will
host a research workshop on
visual arts of Asian women on
Oct. 23, simultaneously with
the commencement of Wom-
an'sWeek in Iran.

The two-day workshop, to
be held at Tehran’s Niavaran
Cultural  House, coincides
with the birth anniversary of
Hazrat Zahra (s), daughter of
Propeht Mohammad (peace be
upon him). Women artists and
researchers from the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Bangladesh,
China, the Philippines, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Korea, Ma

laysia, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Vietnam and Thailand will of-
fer reports on the field of their
activities.

Meanwhile, on the side-
lines of the workshop, an ex-
hibition will be set up in
which 15 women artists from
Asian countries will display
their skill of painting in the
presence of visitors.

The cultua gathering will
be cosponsored by the Iranian
Center for Visual Artsand the
U.N. Educational, Scientific
and Cultural  Organization
(UNESCO).

Masnhad-Ashkabad flights
t0 Increase

MASHHAD, Khorasan - Weekly flights of Iranian airliners
from Mashhad, provincial capital of northeastern Province of

Khorassan,

to Ashkabad, Turkmenistan, is to reach three

times aweek from next week, said Iranian ambassador to Turk-

menistan.

Mehdi Mir Abutalebi said the agreement to increase the
number of flights from the current two flights per week was
reached during a recent visit of Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi to this northern neighboring country.

The weekly two-way flights by Iranian air company “Asse-
man” will be done on each Saturday, Tuesday and Thursday

from next week.
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