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E-mail: alhoda @ alhoda. com
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IMMIGRATION
TO CANADA

Canadian Immigration Lawyer will pre-
pare Visa application and conduct job
searchfor prospectiveimmigrants. Very
reasonable fees. Leonard Simcoe, Ref.
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS

PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

9581 W. PICO BLVD.
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

BUILDING & SAFETY

* Inspection of EARTHQUAKE
damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... )

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Final Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

o Sl i S ) i
INSURANCE CLAINS

SPECIALIST

B COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses
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Ferdowsi Learning Center

P.O.Box 50193
IRVINE , CA 92619

TEL:(714)654-0681
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MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
ROSENBLATT ASSOCIATES
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
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in association for the practice of Law

Mehdi Mozayyan
immigration Consultant

330 HWY # 7, F Suite 318, Richmond Hill
Ontario L4B 3P8 Canada

Fax: (905)881-0291 Tel: (905) 881-5657
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Law Offices of Dayanim & Associates

9454 Wilshire boulevard, Penthouse floor

BeValy Hills, Ca 90212

Tel: (310) 276 - 0135
Fax: (310) 276 - 0046
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Moses & Associates

Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries

I I Marvin M. Moses I*I

B.A. (Hons.),LL.B., M.B.A.
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Fax: (416) 599-5582
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TAK LEGAL CON-
SULTANCY
MADISON CENTRE
4950 YONGE STREET.
SUITE 2200
NORTH YORK
M2N 6K1 ONTARIO
CANADA

TEL: (416) 250 6555
FAX: (416) 250 1999
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KLM, Air France, British Ainways
Kuwait Airways, Iran Air, Turkish Airline

SKYWAYS TRAVEL
301 South Tryon St. Suite 75
Charlotte, NC 28202
Tel: 704 - 370 - 0054
Fax: 704 - 370 - 0055
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Construction Jhad,
Arab research center
sign cooperation agreement

TEHRAN - Construction Jihad Ministry and Arab research center, affili- |

ated to the Arab League, signed a cooperation agreement in Damascus on

Tuesday.

The agreement, which was signed by Deputy Minister of Construction Ji-
had Ahmad Torknejad and head of the center Hassan Aboud, calls for coop-
eration between the two sides in improvement of agricultural and veterinary
methods, and anti-desertification measures.

The need for all-out expansion of cooperation, especially exchange of ex-
pert delegationsis also included in the agreement, IRNA reported.
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Iran has paid off 75 per cent
of itsrescheduled debts

TEHRAN - Governor of
the Centrd Bank of Iran
(CBI) Mohsen Nourbakhsh
said here on Tuesday that
only Dlrs. 3.6 hillion has re-
mained from Iran's total re-
scheduled debts which should
be paid next year.

Giving an explanation to
the parliament’'s session on
the economic situation of the
country and the budget plan,
Nourbakhsh said Iran has
paid off 75 percent of its ar-
rears.

He said the financial and
credit status of Iran at inter-
national leve is satisfactory
and foreign banks have of-
fered credit-linesto Iran.

On drawing up of the next
fiscal year's budget hill, he
asked the parliament to make
further coordination with the
government in providing the
budget to meet the re
quirements of the develop-
ment plan.

IRNA quoted him as say-
ing that the ongoing measures

to control inflation and to sta-
bilize economy would con-
tinue. Nourbakhsh said the
budget bill has been drawn up
on the basis of revenues and
no deficit has been predicted
for the next year's budget.He
hoped that a balanced budget
would be approved for the
next year owning to the com-
mon stance shared by the
government and the parlia-
ment that there should be no
deficit in the next year’'s bud-
get.

Talks held in Y erevan on promotion
of Iran-Armeniarelations

TEhRAN - The Secretary
of Guardians Council Ay-
atollah Ahmad Janati in a
meeting in Yerevan with the
Armenian President Levon
Ter-Petrosyan discussed the
latest regional developments
as well as further promotion
of Iran-Armeniarelations.

Armenia in its relations
with Iran is not influenced by
any foreign country, the Ar-
menian  president  stressed
adding that the solid Tehran-
Y erevan relations will not be
affected by any outside pow-
er

Voicing his satisfaction
over the current level of bi-
lateral relations, he expressed
hope that Ayatollah Janati's
visit will help further boslter
bilateral cooperation.

The reopening of rail-
roads between the two coun-
tries will lead to further ex-
pansion of bilateral economic
relations, Ter-Petrosyan said
announcing his readiness to
cooperate in this respect.

Terming relations be-
tween the two governments
and nations as excellent, Ay-
atollah Janati said that Tehran
is also willing to expand ties
with the Republic of Ar-
menia.

He added that big powers,
the U.S. in particular, only
pursue their own interests and
to this end they sow discord
among regional countries.

Janati Monday in Yere-
van stressed that dialog be-
tween different religions will
promote  greater  under-
standing between religions.

Ayatollah Janati who is
currently in Armeniato attend
the seminar on role of con-
stitution in observing human
rights, made the remark in a
meeting with the archbishop
of world Armenians, Gargin
|. Expressing his satisfaction
over the resumption of activ-
ities of churches in the former
Soviet republics after 70 year,
he hoped that spiritua ties be-

Shahnameh
age sold for
DIrs. 860,000

TEHRAN - An illustrated
folio from the Houghton Shah-
nameh and a portrait from the
Safavid dynasty proved to be
the highest priced orienta
manuscripts and miniatures
sold in last week's Islamic
collection sold at Sotherby’s
auction. The week’s sale was
dominated by an exceptional
series of Islamic works of art,
rugs, carpets and other artefact
that fetched more than Pnds. 9
million (DIrs. 14 m) in total.
The leaf of Shahnameh from
Tabriz in the 1530s raised
Dirs. 860,140 and the 17th
century portrait of a European
dignitary in Isfahan was se-
cured by a Dlrs. 717,190 bid
from private collections. Last
year, a Similar page from
Shahnameh fetched over Dirs.
1.4 billion, IRNA reported
from London. Marcus Fraser,
the specialist in charge of the
sale, said that the outstanding
prices of each “justifiably re-
flected their artistic im-
portance.” Amongst other
items auctioned here were a
large Safavid brass torch-
stand for Dlrs. 323,600, a Sa-
favid brass ‘ begging-bow!’ for
Dlrs. 305,760 and two silver-
inlaid brass caskets from
Khorasan for Dlrs. 287,920
and Dlrs. 270,070. Bidders
came from Europe, America
and the Middle East and in-
cluded both trade and a high
proportion of private col-
lectors to indicate how inter-
national the market for Islamic
art has become. The highest-
price item during the week
was for the Turkish sale of
Carlo Bossoli, square of the
Tartars, Bahceka, Gouache, at
Dlrs 1.16 bn, some eight times
its estimated value.

tween Islam and Christianity
would further expand.
Describing Tehran-
Yerevan cooperation as val-
uable, the archbishop said
that expansion of econmic,
political and cultural relations
between the two countries in-
dicate that mutua relations
could grow in spite of re-
ligious differences.
Welcoming re-

construction of  ‘Kaboud’
mosgue in the Armenian
capital, he expressed hope
that the mosgue would turn to
a center for dialog between
Islam and Christianity.
Archbishop Gargin con-
cluded by praising the free-
dom of religious minoritiesin
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Intl. congress on
Hadhrat Zahra (s)

President stresses
rule of law in dealing
with culture, arts

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here on
Tuesday told the officials of the Ministry of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance that the ministry should ensure prevalence
of law in dealing with cultural and artistic activities.

Stressing the importance of law in defining the rights of
people as well as the government in a civil society, Khatami
stated “rule of law in the society as a whole and in cultural
and artistic spheresin particular, is asource of security.”

He further stated that the peopleinvlioved in arts and cul-
ture should enjoy a specia status in the society, IRNA re-
ported.

Stating that the nation’s choice of an Islamic system in
the country should be safeguarded by the government, the
president stressed the importance of theological seminaries
in directing the fight against cultural invasion.

The chief executive further stressed the Islamic identity
of the Iranian nation, adding that through rediscovering its
identity, the nation can establish anew Islamic civilization.

Khatami highlighted the importance of promoting di-
alogue amongst different schools of thought as an important
undertaking of the Ministry of Culture adding that the min-
istry’s authority to direct cultural activities should not be
used to suppress the segment of the society involved in arts
and culture.

Stating that the Iranian nation enjoys a high level of in-
tellectual maturity, the president added that the government
should endeavor to adequately address the cultural and ar-
tistic needs of the society.

Prior to the president’s speech, Minister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance Ataollah Mohajerani presented a report on
his ministry’s agenda and planned activities.

UAE defence minister calls
for expansion of tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Crown Prince of Dubai and the UAE Defence Minister Sheikh
Mohammad bin Rashid al-Maktoum and Iranian Ambassador to the UAE
Hussein Sadeqi in a meeting in Dubai on Tuesday held talks on latest political
developments in Iran-UAE relations and on offering necessary facilitiesto Ira-
nians residing in the Emirate.

At the meeting, al-Maktoum called for further expansion and consolida-
tion of bilateral realtions, saying that Iran and the UAE are members of a sin-
glefamily in view of their historical and cultural commonalities.

Iranian Consul General in Dubai Mohammad Arab and some UAE of-
ficials were also present at the meeting.

|ran-China nuclear
cooper ation for
peaceful purposes

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, Mahmoud
Mohammadi, here on Tues-
day stressed the peaceful na-
ture of Iran-China nuclear
cooperation, adding that it is
monitored by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

He termed the U.S. effort
to disrupt Iran-China nuclear
cooperation as interference in
the countries’ internal affairs,
adding “the U.S., motivated
by political goas, has em-
barked on misleading prop-
aganda regarding such coop-
eration.”

Commenting on the re-
ports of halt of missile sales
to Iran by the Chinese,|IRNA
quoted Mohammadi as say-
ing: “lran is not planning to
purchase missiles from Chi-
na.”

The spokesman con-
demned the upward trend of
military cooperation between

Iran plans more active
rolein UNESCO

commences

SARI, Mazandaran - The first international congress on
Hadhrat Fatemeh-Zahra (s), daughter of Prophet Mohammad
(pbuh) was inaugurated here Wednesday attended by a number
of Iranian and foreign scholars and personalities.

The 2-day congress is aimed at discussing the noble status
of Hadhrat Zahra (s), to appreciate researchers and authors and
to materialize the intentions of the Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha
menei on taking the Infalibles, particularly Hadhrat Fatemeh, as
role models, said secretaray of the congress Heidar Khani.

50 researchers and thinkers from Syria, Egypt, Lebanon, In-
dia, Pakitsan, New Zedland, Malaysia, the U.S., Canada, Brit-
ain, Bangladesh and Italy as well as women theologians from
Qom Seminary are attending the congress.

A week-long arts exhibition is being held on the sidelines of
the congress.

Meanwhile, an international seminar of foreign women re-
siding in Iran was held here at the Islamic Culture and Com-
munications Organization on Tuesday on the same occasion.

Head of Ahl ul-Bait women's office and official in charge
of organizing ceremonies on this occasion Mrs. Sousan Saf-
averdi told IRNA that Muslim women, especialy the Shi’ites,
should try to be real follower of Hadhrat Zahra (s) by fully iden-
tifying her lofty personality.

Safaverdi said that Muslim women should follow the deeds
and acts of Hadhrat Zahra (s) asamodel in their lives.

The seminar wound up its work with a lecture delivered by
head of the organization Ayatollah Taskhiri Tueday.

Minister urges
removal of obstacles
hindering export
promotion

TEHRAN - Commerce Minister Mohammad Shar-
iatmadari Tuesday expressed displeasure over the scope of
authorities his ministry exercises in the area of export pro-
motion, adding that steps taken in this connection were not
in conformity with the expectations.

Shariatmadari who was speaking at the one-day seminar
on national resolve to promote exports, was quoted by the
daily ‘lran’ as saying that multiplicity of decision making
centers was a predominant problem which must be done
away with.

He stressed that the banking system was in need of re-
forms, adding that as long as monetary systems were under-
mining economic activities, the policy to boost non-oil ex-
ports would fail to prove effective.

Shariatmadari said that based on the stipulations made
in the Second Development Plan (1995-99), the country
should fetch Dirs. 27.5 hillion through non-oil exports.
However, he pointed out that in the first three years of the
plan, the earnings have only been Dirs. 10 billion. The min-
ister said that if the current trend continues, reaching the tar-
get and generating Dlrs. 17.5 will demand a strong national
resolve.

Meanwhile, Deputy Commerce Minister and head of the
Export Promotion Center of Iran, Mojtaba Khosrowtaj, said
that ever changing regulations, excessive customs formal-
ities, improper pricing system and scarcity of liquidity have
been among the major complaints of the exporters.

He said that the public was demading acceleration of the
trend of export promotion, stressing that speedy measures
should be taken in this regard.

Also speaking at the session, Industries Minister Gho-
lamreza Shafeie said that grounds had been prepared at his
ministry for promotion of industrial exports.

He said that the Industries Ministry was decisive to take
al the necessary steps towards further promotion of ex-
ports, adding that commerical attaches should be stationed
at Iranian embassies abroad to facilitate foreign trade re-
lations.

Also present at the gathering was First Vice-President
Hassan Habibi who said that the government has planned to
remove any possible obstacles impeding exports of non-ail
commodities.

Habibi said the sustainable development depends on
non-oil exports. “We should boost production and rid the
country of reliance on oil revenues.”

He said the government has embarked on coordinating
the regulations concerning exports.

Non-oil exports weighed 3.8 million tons and was worth
RIs. 2.88 hillion in the past six months, up 12 percent in
terms of weight and 18 percent in terms of value compared
to the same period last year.

It is expected that the non-oil exports reach DIrs. 3.5 bil-
lion by the end of the current fiscal year (March 20, 1998).

TEHRAN - Iranian Min-
ister of Culture and Higher
Education Mostafa Moin said
in a meeting with the Sec-
retary General of United Na-
tions Economic, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
Fredrico Mayor Tuesday that
Iran is planning for amore ac-
tiverolein UNESCO.

Moin said due to its cul-
tural and scientific identity,
UNESCO is a base for sur-
facing of scientific and cul-
tural interests for cooperation
in the international arena, in
which Iran is planning to par-
ticipate more actively, IRNA
reported from Paris.

Moin welcomed the activ-
ization of UNESCO bureau in

Domestic, foreign
filmsat Roshd
festival

NOWSHAHR, Ma
zandaran - Some 250 Iranian
and foreign films have been
selected to be screened at the
27th  international  Roshd
Film Festival.

Secretary of the festival,
Ramin Mehrabi, said here
Tuesday that the secretariat
had received 520 educational
and scientific films.

He said that every year
more than 30 countries send
filmsto the festival.

Number of domestic
films produced for the fes-
tival hasincreased by 60 per-
cent and number of par-
ticipants by 20 percent this
year. Last year over one mil-
lion people in Tehran and 15
million in other provincial
cities watched the films
screened during the festival.

The film festival will be
held in Tehran and 38 cities
from November 8 to 14.

Export of
mingrals, meta
products to earn
Dirs. 400mthis year

TEHRAN - Overall value
of mine and metal products
exported by Mines and Metals
Ministry is expected to hit
Dirs. 400 million by the year
end on march 20, 1998 Mines
and Metals Minister Eshaq Ja-
hangiri said on Tuesday that
export of products yielded by
mines and metals sector of the
country is expected to fetch
over Dirs. 1.2 billion by 2001.

Jahangiri said that exports
of mine and metal productsin
the first haf of the current
year (started March 21) shows
46 percent rise compared to
the figure registered within
the corresponding period over
the preceding year. He added
that last year six million tons
of steel and 240,000 tons of
non-iron metas, like copper,
lead and zinc, were produced.

As world's second major
dimension stone producer,
said Jahangairi, Iran exported
160,000 tons of stone worth
Dlrs. 40 million last year.

Tehran and said that Iranian
scientists and intellectuals are
interested in obtaining world
cultural reports which are pro-
duced by the organization.

He announced Iran’s
readiness to cooperate with
UNESCO in restoring his-
torical edifices in Central
Asia. The minister of culture
and higher education referred
to the outstanding contribu-
tion of Iran to great Islamic
civilization.

The UNESCO chief ex-
pressed his interest in Iran
and Moin extended an in-
vitation to Fredrico Mayor to
visit Iran.

During the meeting which
took place a the UNESCO

headquarters in Paris, Mayor
invited Iran to participate ac-
tively in the organization's
project to clean up the Cas-
pian Sea of environmental
pollution with the cooperation
of al the littoral states of the
sea. Mayor welcomed the ap-
pointment of Ahmad Jalali as
the permanent representative
of Iran to the organization
and expressed happiness that
his duties started with the
chairmanship of the first com-
mission of the generd as
sembly.

Jalali was elected chair-
man of the first commission
of the twenty-ninth general
assembly of the organization
on Tuesday.

Congress held to mark
historical significance
of Bukhara

TEHRAN - Four articles presented by Iranian scholar to the
international congress to mark 2,500 years of the erection of the
historical cities of Bukhara and Khiva in the Republic of Uz-
bekistan have been widely received by the participants.

Over 190 scientific articles have been sent to the three-day
UNESCO-sponsored seminar which was opened Tuesday with a
speech by Uzbek President Islam Karimov.

Also spesking at the gathering, Professor Richard Fry of
Harvard University said what was important in Mesopotamia
and Khorasan region was the common cultural identity which
was the main factor for the consolidation of relations among in-
digenous people of this geographical zone.

In his speech, delivered both in Persian and Uzbek lan-
guages, Professor Fry underlined significance of knowledge and
culturein the Mesopotamian region.

Meanwhile, in talks with Uzbekistan's TV network, the pro-
fessor drew a comparison between cultural and social character-
istics of Samarkand and Bukhara with those of Isfahan and Shi-

raz.

During the interview which was conducted in Persian, Pro-
fessor Fry underscored importance of Persian language and lit-
erature in the cultural promotion in Mesopotamia.

Turkey and the Zionist re-
gime including the reported
agreement for joint develop-
ment of long-range missiles
with direct support from the
u.s.

He called the cooperation
detrimental to the regional se-
curity, adding that the Zionist
regime aims to separate Mus-
lim Turkey from the rest of
the Islamic world.

Touching on the issue of
making the Middle East a nu-
clear-free region raised by the
future IAEA secretary gener-
al, Mohammadi stated “the
Zionist regime's expansionist
policies are a source of great
concern in the region. The re-
gime's refusal to join the nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty constitutes a serious threat
to theregion.”

He further expressed hope
that through the efforts of the
IAEA and pressures to make
the Zionist regime respect in-
ternational norms and con-
ventions, the Middle East
would soon become free of
nuclear arms.

In another development,
Construction Jihad Minister
Mohammad Saeedikiya told
Chinese Ambassador to Teh-

ran Shi J Wang that as coun-
tries  with  considerable
growth in rural and fisheries
industries, Iran and China en-
joy potentiglities for expan-
sion of cooperation.

Saeedikiya said that his
ministry has the necessary po-
tentials for building dams and
silos, adding that construction
of one of its silo projects is
underway in  Turkmenistan
and studies on another is be-
ing donein Syria.

Saeedikiya remarked that
senior Iranian officials are po-
litically willing to expand
cooperation  with  China,
stressing on the need to have

long-term  bilateral  coop-
eration in the region.
Wang said the over-

whelming magjority of votes
given to Saeedikiya by Majlis
is a sign of the Iranian min-
ister's competence and also
signifies public support for
him.

As a ministry which
shoulders extensive and di-
versified responsibilities,
Construction Jihad Ministry
may have continued coop-
eration with various Chinese
ministries, observed the Chi-
nese diplomat.

Persian [anguage scholars
gather In India

TEHRAN - The ninteenth gathering of the Persian lan-
guage scholars in India opened with a message from the In-
dian Prime Minister 1.K. Gujral in Ahmadabad in the state
of Guijrat.

Persian language scholars from Iran, Turkey, Tajikistan,
Bangladesh, Afghanistan as well as professors and students
from different Indian provinces are particpating in the three-
day meeting sponsered by the Persian language scholars of
India

The objective of the yearly gathering is to familiarize
Indian college students and scholars of Persian language
with the latest developments in the Persian language and to
explore ways of promoting the language in India

In a speech to the audience, the Iranian Ambassador to
India Alireza Sheikh-Attar called the Persian language a
strong bond in the historical relations between the two coun-
tries.

He added that the Persian language is part of the Indian
cultural identity and its protection is considered a duty for
the people who attach importance to the Indian culture and
traditions.

Shikh-Attar added that the Persian language has played

tures.

an instrumental role in reviving the spritual values and pro-
tecting the Indian culture, against invasion of foreign cul-

|ranian wrestlers win five
gold medalsin Y erevan

TEHRAN - young Iranian
wrestlers in Yerevan, Ar-
menia, captured five gold,
two silver and a bronze medal
in a three-day Greco-Roman
championship.

Winners of gold medals
for the lranian team were
Gholam Mahouti (49 kg.),
Akbar Jeddi (52 kg.), Ali
Ashkani (56 kg.), Shahram
Khaksar (60 kg.), and Ali
Rassouli (83 kg.).

Also Iranian wrestlers
Mehdi Shokri (70 kg.), and
Alireza Nik-Khou (90 kg.)
won silver medals in their

medal was Ali Safarzadeh
(115 kg.).

Meanwhile, another Ira-
nian wrestler Ali Ja farzadeh
ranked fifth in the champion-
ship.

The Iranian wrestlers in
the championship were al
from northwestern province
of Ardebil.

Wrestling teams from Ar-
menia and Daghestan ranked
second and third respectively
following Iran. 107 wrestlers
from various countries fought
in the contests which was
held within 17-19 October as

18 pc increase in non-oil
exports in 6 months

TEHRAN - Non-oil exports in the first half of the current
Iranian calendar year (started March 21, 1997) fetched the coun-
try Dlrs 1.650 hillion in hard currency, registering an increase of
18 percent over the same period last year, ‘Hamshahri’ said.

The non-oil exports during the said period also showed an
increase of 11.74 percent in terms of weight as compared to the
same period previous year. Thisis indicative of the fact that ex-
port of goods with a higher value added was preferred to export
of raw materials, the report added.

The most important non-oil export item in the first half of
the current year were iron and steel products as well as pis-
tachio nuts and hand-woven carpet. Steel and carpet showed 42
percent and 10 percent rise in terms of value over the cor-
responding paeriod last year while pistachio suffered a drop of
33 percent.

According to the report government general revenues during
the first half of the year amounted to Rls. 30,000 hillion, 20 per-
cent more than the preceding year. Some RIs. 9,100 billion were
tax revenues, 49.4 percent higher than the same period last year
but still 4.3 percent lower than the figure stipulated in the budget
bill.Meanwhile, tax on property in the first six months of the
current year amounted to rls 360 billion, the report further add-
ed. The average price of goods and services in urban areas for
the first half of the current year showed a 7.2 percent rise, most-
ly due to the increase in the price of bread, nuts, dairy products,
chicken, fresh fruits and eggs. Price of fresh vegetables, rice
and red meat dropped by 20 percent, 1.7 percent and 0.4 percent
respectively.

Revenues through export of crude il and oil productsin the
first half of the current year amounted to RI.s 13,720 billion, the
report said in conclusion.
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atribute to Armenian wrestler
Roben Vartanian.

own weight categories. The
Iranian winner of the bronze

Steel output up by 20 pe at
Mobarakeh steel complex

ISFAHAN - The Mobarakeh steel complex unprocessed
steel since March 21 stands at 1,400,000 tons, showing a 20
percent rise compared to the similar period last year.

The complex announced that steel pellet production in the
first half of the year stood at 1,860,000 tons, indicating a rise
of 34 percent over similar period in the year before.

Melted steel output within the period rose to 1,302,000
tons, registering a 18 percent increase compared to the half
yearly output of last year.

Sponge iron output of the complex climbed to 1,214,000
tons, that of steel slabs to 1,254,000 tons and that of steel
sheet to 1,039,000 tonsin first half of thisyear.
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