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Turkey determined
to purchase gas from Iran

TEHRAN - Turkey will abide by its undertakings to carry out the contract
for the purchase of gas from Iran, announced Managing Director of the Turk-

ish Oil and Gas Pipelines.

Nevzat Erseven told ‘Dunya newspaper that with the completion of Iran-
Turkey gas pipeline, U.S. sanction in this connection will be probably lifted.
Otherwise, he stated, Iran will transfer the Turkmen gas to Turkey through

the same pipelines, IRNA reported from Ankara.

Dunya further quoted Erseven as saying that providing guarantees in sim-
ilar contractsis inevitable, adding that Iran would spend millions of dollars on
laying down the pipeline. Therefore, if Turkey refused to buy the gas, Iran was

authorized to call for compensation.

President Khatami:

[ N

T E R N
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Region in need of security, stability

TEHRAN - President,
Mohammad Khatami, here on
Saturday stated “friendship
and close ties between Iran
and Pakistan, besides being in
the interest of the two coun-
tries, helps the independence
and security of the whole re-
gion.”

Receiving the new Pak-
istani Ambassador in Tehran,
Javed Hussein, Khatami add-
ed “the parties who benefit
from instability in the region
do not favor close relations
between Iran and Pakistan.”

Expressing  satisfaction
over the state of relations be-
tween the two coutries, Kha-
tami further stressed that the
strong resolve on part of the

two countries  leaderships
would be a guarantor of the
continuation and further con-
solidation of the relations,
IRNA reported.

The Pakistani ambassador
who was presenting his cre-
dentials to the president,
termed Iran-Pakistan relations
as satisfactory, adding “Paki-
stan and Iran, relying on com-
mon culture and similar stanc-
es towards important regional
issues, can play a significant
role in achieving peace and
stability in the region and the
world.”

He further predicted that
the upcoming summit of the
Organization of Islamic Con-
ference in Tehran would have

Tehran to host Intl.
congress of Muslim
womens NGOs

TEHRAN - The second congress of the international union
of Muslim womens non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
will be held here from November 29 to December 1, said advis-
or to Foreign Minister Ms. Fatemeh Hashemi Saturday .

She told IRNA that the Muslim women NGOs will ask the
summit of the Organization of 1slamic Conference (OIC) to be
held in Tehran December 9-11 to establish the international or-

ganization of Muslim women.

Formed in 1995 upon proposal by the solidarity association

a positive impact on lran-
Pekistan relations as well as
peace and stability in the re-
gion.

In another development,
new Omani Ambassador to
Tehran Abdullah bin Salim
Abdullah  al-Shanfari  sub-
mitted his credentials to Pres-
ident Khatami.

President Khatami said
relations between Tehran and
Muscat are excellent and the
two countries have always de-
veloped relations on the basis
of mutual respect.

He said the region is in
need of security and stability
and friendly relations among
the regiona states, which
would serve this end.

Iran, Japan
to hold
political

dialog

TEHRAN - The annual
political dialog between Iran
and Japan will be held in To-
kyo next month.

IRNA quoted a Japanese
Foreign Ministry officia as

Al-Shanfari said the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and
Oman are Mudlim states and
could undertake important
role in the maintenance of
peace and security of the re-
gion.
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Experts call for elimination
of laws Impeding exports

TEHRAN - The Director
Genera of the Export Pro-
motion Department of Iran's
Ministry of Industries, Ah-
mad Qasemi, here on Sat-
urday stated that rejuvinating

Iran’sex_clusivefairs
open in Africa

TEHRAN - Iran’'s first
ever exclusive industrial and
commercial fair was in-
augurated in the economic
and commercial center of
Abidjam, Ivory Coast on Fri-
d

Speaking at the opening
ceremony, the Ivory Coaster
minister of commerce said
expressed hope that the fair
would prepare the ground for
expansion of trade ex-
changes between the two
countries.

He aso caled for in-
vestments by Iranian busi-
nessmen in Ivory Coast.

Items such as tractors,
motor bikes, television sets,
hand woven and machine
made carpets, furniture, tiles
and ceramic, chandeliers,
melamine ware and food-

stuffs are being put on display
in the ten-day fair.

Some 60 commercia and
industrial  companies from
Iran have taken part in the ex-
hibition.

In another development,
Iranian industrial  products
were put on display at an ex-
hibit opened in Guinea (Co-
nakry) also on Friday.

The inauguration cer-
emony was attended by high
ranking Guinean officials in-
cluding the country’s foreign
minister, parliament speaker
and ministry of commerce of-
ficials as well as foreign dip-
lomats residing in the country
including the Iranian charge
d affaires.

The exhibit has so far
been received enthusiastically
by the public.

of Iranian women, the union held its first congress in London

saying that deputy foreign

last year.

The union is an independent organization to coordinate and
strengthen activities of the Muslim women’ NGOs throughout

the world.

Improving status of women based on Islamic principles and
teachings, upgrading knowledge about women’s role and con-
tributing to family and human development and efforts to pro-
mote rights of women in al countries are among important ob-

jectives of the union.

Members of the union are to explore ways of consolidating
Muslim women’s NGOs in their Tehran meeting.

In a symposium held recently on role of women in develop-
ment of Islamic society, OIC experts called on the union to put
forward proposals to the OIC summit, Ms. Hashemi said.

The union’s recommendation will stress the need for adopt-
ing positive policies to promote active, effective and con-
structive participation of women at various levels and guarantee
their economic and financial rights and privileges.

So far 25 Muslim womens NGOs from Britain, Lebanon,
Libya, Morocco, Tajikistan, Sudan, Bangladesh, Senegal, Sierra
Leone and Kuwait have voiced readiness to attend the second

congress.

Iran to launch petrochemical
opportunities at
L ondon conference

TEHRAN - Iran’s Na
tional Petrochemical Com-
pany (NPC) is to formaly
present more than DlIrs. 1.6
billion of investment op-
portunitiesin 12 projects at a
forthcoming one-day semi-
nar in London.

NPC Europe Managing
Director, Esfandiar Ka
rimzadegan, said the confer-
ence on November 11 is to
serve as a forum for the ex-
change of information with
participants.

The aim, he said, was to
“provide a basis and enhance
future business relationships
of financial ingtitutions, ma-
jor petrochemical producers
and engineering construction
companies with NPC in pro-
motion of its development
projects,” IRNA reported
from London.

The presentation of 12
initial projects to be started
by the turn of the century is
being headed by Deputy Oil

Minister, Mohammad Reza
Nematzadeh, who is aso the
president of NPC.

While in London, the for-
mer industries minister will
aso speak at the Financial
Times' annua international
petrochemica industry con-
ference, where he is due to
present a paper on Iran’s de-
velopments.

Nematzadeh said in late
October that the 12 projects
make up the first two phases
of a long-term, five-phase
program, involving a total of
some 29 schemes, which re-
portedly require hard cur-
rency investments of Dlrs. 12
bn over the next 25 years.

Iran, he said, was offering
investment opportunities in
the “most broad sense” to
cover credit facility arrange-
ments, partnerships and joint
ventures, buy-back and coun-
tertrade deals, product sharing
as well as typica in-
vestments.
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ministers of the two countries
will participate in this round
of discussions which begins
on November 17.

He aso said that the pre-
vious round of talks, which
Japan considers important,
were held in Tehran last year.

Meanwhile, Japanese
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Political  Affairs, Minoru
Tamba in a meeting with Ira-
nian ambassador Manuchehr
Mottaki  stressed the ne-
cessity of increasing Tehran-
Tokyo political consultations.

The Japanese officia said
that Iran is a historical coun-
try which enjoys a rich civ-
ilization and a great nation
who has occupied avery spe-
cia placein the world.

The Iranian ambassador
in reply expressed hope that
the existing relation between
Tehran and Tokyo would set
a pattern for relations of other
industrial countries with Iran.

The volume of trade ex-
changes between Iran and Ja-
pan, as the only Asian coun-
try which is a member of the
group of 7 industrial coun-
tries, amounted to DIrs 4 hil-
lion last year.

Government
bans smoking
Inpublic
places

TEHRAN - The cabinet
ministers in a meeting
chaired by First Vice
President Hassan Habibi ap-
proved a hill prohibiting
smoking in public places.

According to the cabinet
ministers approval, smok-
ing cigarette is banned in
public places including holy
sites, mosques, factories,
hospitals and clinics, trans-
portation terminals, public
transport, department stores,
hotels and restaurants as
well as in cultural places
such as libraries, museums,
cinemas, and sports halls.

Corridors and waiting
rooms in state organizations
arealso included inthelist.

The cabinet ministers
aso stressed that al ex-
cutive organizations and the
mass media are duty-bound
to prevent any act that might
encourage smoking.

Due to the importance of
the public health and in or-
der to respect human rights,
the cabinet ministers ap-
proved the bill.

164,000 tourists
visit ancient city
of Kerman

KERMAN - 164,000 Iranian and foreign tourists have
visited the Ganj-ali Khan historical monuments in the an-
cient city of Kerman in the first half of this year, the pro-
vincia Cultural Heritage Organization said on Saturday.

The Ganj-Ali Khan monuments included a mosque, a
square, a bath, coinage office (office for minting coins),
carvansaray and marketplace left from Safavid era.

Exhibit of Iranian women's
art works held in Abu Dhabi

TEHRAN - An exhibit of
Iranian women’'s art works
was held in Abu Dhabi on
Thursday on the auspicious
birth anniversary of Hazrat
Fatemeh Zahra (a.s.), the no-
ble daughter of Prophet Mo-
hammad (peace be upon
him), which marks the wom-
en'sday inlran.

hibit, showing Iranian women
carrying out various socia
resp nsibilities. The exhibit,
sponsored by the Iranian em-
bassy’s cultural attache, has
been received enthusiastically
especialy by European vis-
itorsin Abu Dhabi.

Zaitsev:

the export sector in the coun-
try depends on simplification
of export laws and elimina
tion of commitments forced
on exporters. Addressing a
conference to disscuss prob-
lemsin theway of expanding
exports, Qasemi added laws
governing export revenues
ae preamble to ad-
ministrative bureaucracy as
well as difficulties stemming
from it, IRNA reported.He
further referred to the facil-
ities granted to carpet export-
ers who presently have con-
trol over 100 percent of the
foreign exchange revenues as
a result of their exports, add-
ing that same facilities should
be granted to exportersin oth-
er industries. According to
the official, exports by man-
ufacturing units affiliated to
the ministry during the first
half of the current Iranian
calendar year (started March
21) amounted to Dlrs. 621
million, registering a 21 per-
cent increase over similar pe-
riod last year. Qasemi further
added that out of 50,000 in-
dustrial  units nationwide,
some 3,000 are active in ex-
ports. Also speaking at the
gathering was the Director
Genaral of Ministry of Ag-
ricultures Commerce De
partment, Hossein Erfani,

who criticized the old regu-
lations governing carpet ex-
ports as the major cause of
steep decline in the industry’s
exports, predicting that for-
eign exchange incomes from
carpet exports this year would
stay below Dlrs. 600 million.

The country’s revenues
from export of ferrous prod-
ucts amounted to Dlrs. 119
million during ther first six
months of the year, reg-
istering 27.3 percent increase
in terms of weight and up
45.6 percent in terms of val-
ue over similar period last
year, added Erfani.

Exports of  mineras
fetched DIrs. 35 million dur-
ing the period, also showing
21.7 and 20.6 percent in-
creases in terms of weight
and value respectively com-
pared to first half of last year.

Another speaker, advisor
to the Export Promotion Bank
Mohammadi, enumertated
creation of jobs, generating
foreign exchange income and
upgrading technical know-
how as main objectives be-
hind promotion of exports.

Mohammadi further pro-
posed guidelines for com-
piling new export laws ac-
cording to which laws must
be self-explanatory and not
subject to interpretations.

Globa TV network
to be launched

- An official at the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting (IRIB) said here Saturday that IRIB’s global TV network will be
launched on November 13, marking the birth anniversary of Imam Ali (a.s.),
the first Imam of the household of holy Prophet (peace be upon him).

Mohammad Pishgahi-Far told a gathering of Majlis deputies representing
the northeastern Province of Khorasan, that the network will cover central Eu-
rope, northern Africaand Asia

Pishgahi-Far further said that the global TV network will broadcast daily
12 hours of programs in Persian language and widely spoken languages.

Mohajerani:

TEHRAN - Culture and
Islamic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohagjerani told a
gathering of religious affairs
ministers of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) in Jakarta on Friday
that world Muslims should
shape the new Islamic civ-
ilization by relying on their
Islamic identity.

Pointing to the idea be-
hind ‘wagf’ (endowment) in
Islam, Mohajerani said that
thisisakey term in the Islam-
ic culture, adding that in the
era of the flourishment of the
Islamic civilization, many
universities, hospitals, li-
braries and grand Islamic cen-
ters are being financed
through waqgf, IRNA re-
ported.

Meanwhile, the ministers
continued their meetings here
Friday in the run-up to OIC's
summit meet in Tehran, Iran,
next month.

Among the topics on the
agenda of OIC ministers here
is the proposition of re-
claiming cultura relics of
Muslim countries now in the

possession of other countries
for which OIC has formed a

special committee of experts.

Iran, Kazakhstan
disapprove unilateral
measure in Caspian Sea

TEHRAN - Visiting Khazakh Deputy Foreign Minister Er-
lan Edrisov in a meeting here Saturday with Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi exchanged view on Tehran-Almaty
further bilateral cooperation.

At the meeting, Kharrazi referring to the Caspian Sea legal
regime, stated "the Islamic Republic of Iran is of the idea that
until the time that the legal status of the Caspian Sea has not
been determined, no individual state of the five littoral republics
has the right to injure the rights of others through its unilateral
measure to exploit the resources of the Caspian Sea,” IRNA re-
ported.

The Kazakh Foreign Ministry official arrived here Saturday
after concluding his visit to Moscow where he had exchanged
views with the Russian officials on the legal regime of the Cas-
pian Sea. Heis also expected to visit Ashkhabad with an aim to
exchange views with the Turkmen officials in the same regard.

Edrisov in histalks attached special importance to the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran, pointing out that Tehran and Almaty have
built  firm relations to further promote their multilateral coop-
eration.

He said Kazakhstan believed that the Islamic Republic of
Iran is the most suitable and secure route for transfer of oil and
gas resources of the Caspian Sea.

The Kazakh official added that his country has decided to
transfer its oil and gas through southern Iranian ports.

Referring to the OIC summit in Tehran in December Ed-
risov pointed out that top officials of his country would par-
ticipate at the summit meet.

Edrisov suggested that |ran-Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan tri-
lateral meeting of the heads of the countries be set up on the
sidelines of the OIC session with an aim to review the issues of
mutual interests.

Meanwhile, Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Euro-
American Affairs Morteza Sarmadi and his Kazakh counterpart
Edrisov here on Saturday voiced their opposition to any uni-
lateral action by the Caspian Sealittoral states to exploit the re-
sources of the sea.

Sarmadi said any unilateral action on the part of the Caspian
states would further complicate the situation and recommended
that deputy foreign ministers of the five Caspian states bor-
dering the sea hold emergency meetings to reach a consensusin
this respect.

He said bilateral and multilateral consultation among the
Caspian Sea littoral states would serve to complete the legal
status of the Caspian Sea, besides serving peace and security in
the region. He expressed Iran’'s readiness to participate in
launching technical studies, exploration and exploitation of Ka-
zakh gas and oil and forwarding the products to the world mar-
kets. The Kazakh deputy foreign minister said in the wake of the
collapse of former Soviet Union, the Caspian Sea belongs to
five littoral states, and therefore all issues concerning the sea
should be settled unanimously. He said Kazakhstan is against
unilateral action in exploiting the resources of the Caspian
Sea.Edrisov said the Islamic Republic of Iran has high potential
in oil industry and Iranian territory is the shortest route for
transport of oil and gas from Central Asia to the outside world.
The two officials exchanged views on bilateral relations and
ways to develop cooperation between the two countries in ail
and gas sector.

Maaysian Minister of
State for Religious Affairs
Adulhamid Othman has said
that Muslim nations must re-
possess those relics which, he
said, have a value beyond all
estimations.

Meanwhile, Governor of
the Idamic Development
Bank of OIC Ahmed Mo-
hammad Ali who is attending
OIC's ministerial meet here
said Friday that the bank has
recently offered Dlrs. 150
million in support for In-
donesia's national develop-
ment projects in addition to
another Dlrs. 150 for its busi-
ness projects. Suriname, Mo-
zambique and Tgjikistan have
recently joined the bank.

Oil prices

‘to reman

around 20
dpb’

TEHRAN - Further drops
in temperature in the northern
hemisphere along with con-
tinuing uncertainty over Iraq
are expected to help prolong
the current spell of healthy
prices in both crude oil and
refined products. The latest
monthly  report from the
Royal Bank of Scotland sug-
gests that crude prices look
set to remain around the 20
dollars per barrel mark in the
immediate future, despite the
general perception that rates
are too high based upon fun-
damentals, IRNA reported
from London. Brent bench-
mark crude prices rose to
over 20 dpb Thursday fol-
lowing the latest games-
manship by Irag and comes
after rates peaked at 21.52
dpb due to tension over a
number of minor incidents in
the Middle East in early Oc-
tober.The  Roya Bank
warned that with falling stock
levels following a similar
path top last year, higher de-
mand could cause supply
problems in the event of an-
other bad winter.

The exhibit, dubbed as
“the activities of Iranian
Muslim women” featured
paintings, needle and crochet
works aswell as other handi-
crafts by Iranian women art-
ists.

A large number of photos
were also displayed in the ex-

TEHRAN - Visiting Rus-

SALE OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS

Islamic theologian in Germany is sell-
ing his private collection of Islamic manu-
scripts from the Holy Quran and other Is-
lamic books (e.g. on medicine, astrology,
mystic and poetry) - 100 to 620 years old -
to an Islamic university, bank, institute or
a private person. For further information
please contact: Sidigullah Fadal, Am-
alienstrasse 89, 80799 Munich, Germany,

Tel: 0049-89-281724, Fax: 0049-89-281493

sian Foreign Ministry Di-
rector General forCaucasus
Affairs Anatoly Zaitsev said
that relations between Iran
and Russia are in line with
the interests of the regional
nations.

In a meeting with Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Euro-American Affairs Mor-
teza Sarmadi, Zaitsev said
the successful cooperation
between Iran and Russia in
restoration of peace in Tqj-
ikistan serves as a model for
the future cooperation be-

M oscow-Tehran
relations in line with
Interests of region

tween the two countries to
help resolve regional crises.

Sarmadi  said Tehran-
Moscow cooperation was a
significant factor to help peace
and stability in the region and
emphasized the need for re-
solving the current disputes in
the Caucasus by the regiona
states far from any foreign in-
terference.

Zaitsev also reviewed the
regional issues with Iranian
Foreign  Ministry  Director
General for the Com-
monwealth of the Independet
States (CIS) Firuzabadi.
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Third oxygen producing unit of
Mubarakeh Steel Complex inaugurated

ISFAHAN - The third oxygen producing unit of the Mu-
barakeh Steel Complex was inaugurated here Saturday in the
presence of Minister of Mines and Metals Eshag Jahangiri.Built
at a cost of DIrs 10 million and RIs 2.08 billion in two years, the
unit can produce 4,940 cubic meters per hour of oxygen, 2,000
cubic meters p/h of nitrogen, 147 cubic meters p/h of liquid  ar-
gon and 260 cubic meters p/h of liquid oxygen and nitrogen.The
new unit has gone on stream to continue production since other
units are under repair or have stopped production due to ac-
cidents.
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