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Armeniawilling to buy

gasfrom Iran

TEHRAN - The visiting Armenian Senior Minister, Sergei Manasaryan

here Sunday called for purchase of Iran’s natural gas and its transport via a I N

pipeline to his country.

He made the remark in a meeting with the Minister of Oil, Bijan Namdar

Zanganeh.

In the meeting, he expressed hope that Tehran-Y erevan relations would

further expand on the basis of mutual interests.

Manasaryan, heading a high-ranking delegation, is currently here to dis-
cuss ways of expanding the two countries’ relations with senior Iranain of-

ficials.

Ambassador:

T E R N

ETTELA'AT

T I O N

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

A L

President:

ISSN: 1353 - 8829 NO. 854, TUEDAY, NOV. 4, 1997

OICummitavenue Collective efforts needed for
regional development

to forge unity
amongst Muslims

TEHRAN - Jordanian Ambassador in Tehran, Noh Ali Sal-
man al-Ghozah, has said the upcoming summit of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Conference (OIC) is a good venue to im-
prove relations amongst Islamic states, adding that unity
amongst Muslims would frustrate conspiracies of the enemies.

In an interview with the daily ‘Iran’ published on Monday,
al-Ghozah referred to OIC as a“manifestation of Islamic aware-
ness’ which has highlighted the importance of friendly ties
among Muslim nations.

Expressing hope that the OIC summit serves to realize the
aspirations of Muslim nations, the ambassador stated that rec-
onciliation and real peace amongst Muslim states as well as end-
ing the existing “propaganda war” should be the focus of Tehran
summit in December.

He further called for formation of Islamic organizations to
aid the Islamic countries progress towards economic and cul-
tural development, adding “formation of these organizations
would deprive some countries of the opportunity to useaid to Is-
lamic states as a means of promoting their own interests as well
astheir anti-Islamic designs,” the ambassador concluded.

Meanwhile, another daily ‘Abrar’ quoted Iran’s repre-
sentative to OIC, Sabah Zanganeh as saying that the agenda of
the 8th OIC summit has been sent to the member states.

The daily added that the OIC member countries are now
able to make apropriate decisions for their participation in the
forthcoming conference.

The agenda has 12 articles and 24 notes, the most important
of which isthe one focusing on consolidating the position of the
Islamic countries as well as the OIC at world's political geoph-
raphy, Zanganeh said.

Another article deals with confidence-building measures
among Islamic states and settlement of regional disputes, he
added.

Zanganeh further stressed that one of the main objectives of
the agenda is consolidation of economic foundations and es-
tablishment of ideal economic relations among Muslim coun-
tries so that a unified economic grouping would be formed.

The current circumstances of the world of Islam demand es-
tablishment of a common Islamic market to meet the needs of
the Muslim countries which constitute a major part of the globe,
the Iranian envoy noted.

He concluded that critical situation in different parts of the
world including, Afghanistan, Somalia, Azerbaijan as well as
the Palestinian issue are other key issues of the agenda.

TEHRAN - President Mo-
hammad Khatami told the Ar-
menian president’s special en-
voy Shahin Karamanokian
here on Sunday that the future
of regional states depends on
stability, security and coop-
eration among regiona na
tions.

President Khatami said
the region is in need of re-
congtruction  and develop-

ment, something which re-

quires  collective

IRNA reported.
The Islamic Republic of

Iran, Kazakhstan agree

efforts,

Iran believes in cooperation
based on mutual respect, Kha-
tami said, adding that re-
giona states should beware
not to let the region be turned
into alien powers zone of in-
fluence. President Khatami
expressed hope that Karabakh
crisiswould be settled fairly.

Karamanokian, while sub-
mitting a message from Ar-
menian President Levon Ter-
Petrosyan to President Kha-
tami, said that relations be-
tween Iran and Armenia are
growing.

He said that Armenia's
political will, especially over
recent years, is based on fur-
ther expansion of relations
with the Islamic Republic of
Iranin all spheres.

In another development,
Karamanokian on Sunday
held talks with Iranian Min-
ister of Finance and Econom-
ic Affairs Hussein Namazi on
trade relations between the
two countries.

Karamanokian expressed
pleasure with the progress
made in the field of economic

to cooperate in oil, gas areas

TEHRAN - Iran and Ka
zakhstan on Sunday signed a
protocol in  which they
agreed, inter dia, that the
Caspian Sea and its resources
belong to the Caspian littoral
states. They also agreed that
the legal regime of the sea
would have to be drawn up
and agreed upon unanimously
by the same countries only.

Iran  and Kazakhstan
have, in the meanwhile,
agreed to cooperate in the
area of oil and gas at the Cas-
pian Sea.

Kazakhstan's Deputy For-
eign Minister Yerlan Edrisov
arrived here Saturday.

In his talks with Iran's
Foreign Ministry officials, the
deputy foreign minister of
Kazakhstan said that Iran of-
fers the shortest possible

47 technical, engineering projects

Implemented abroad

TEHRAN - Some 47 pro-
jects on export of technical
and engineering  services,
worth DlIrs 1,000 million,
have been implemented
abroad during the past two
and a half years, said director
for international affairs of
construciton companies as-
sociation, Kamran Aqili, here
Sunday.

Of the total projects, 10
were carried out by the state-

run companies, 25 by private
and three jointly by public
and private sectors, he added.
Hetold IRNA that Iranian
companies need strong fi-
nancia backing to be able to
compete with foreign com-
petitors in export of technical
and engineering services.
Contracts worth one bil-
lion dollars are signed in the
Middle East and Central Asia
every week on construction,

development and con-
sultancy, he said adding that
Iran can secure a good share
of this market.

Bidding a internatinal
tenders cost each lranian
company Rls 50-100 million
and not al companies can af-
ford to pay the sum, he said
adding, establishment of a
center for export of technical
and engineering services will
reduce the costs effectively.

50 industrial projectsto go
on stream by year end

TEHRAN - Some 50 in-
dustrial projects being built at
a cost of over Dlrs. one mil-
lion will become operational
throughout the country by the
end of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 20, 1998),
an Industries Ministry officia
said.

Mogqtadalanam Ra
vanbakhsh, director general of
statistics and data at the min-
istry, said that in the first half
of the current year, 763 opera-
tional permits with a work-
force capacity of 13.5 thou-

crease of 22 percent in terms
of number of units and 25
percent in terms of manpow-
er.

Meanwhile, about 5,400
construction permits amount-
ing to RIs. 14,830 billion and
job opportunities for 150,000
workforce were issued in the
same period which, in com-
parison with the same period
last year, showed an increase
of 34 percent in terms of
number, 48 percent in terms
of investment and 41 percent
in terms of job opportunities.

The official further told
IRNA that manufacture of
color TV sets increased by

sands were issued by
provincia  industries  de-
partments, showing an in-

@ In The Name of Allah )
AHLUL-BAYT ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA

Second Annual Seminar

Wy

S O% AHLUL-BAYT

i N

. AND
“sa=" EDUCATION

Topics include Speakers

* Methodology and History ~ * Scholarsfrom U.SA.

* Problemsand Solutions * Scholars from Over seas
* |slamic Schoolsin the U.S.A. * Outstanding Ulemas

* Networking and Dialogue  * Outstanding Professors
* Higher Idamic Education ~ * Papers& Slides

Workshops
*Education and Psychology
*Education and Morality
*Education and M anagement
Y outh Programs; Panel Discussions;
| damic Bazaar, Exhibit, & Books

LOCATION
ISLAMIC EDUCATION CENTER

7917 Montrose Road, Potomac, Maryland, USA
Tel: (301) 340-6584; Fax: (301) 424-3089
E-Mail: abaa@ Idamic-edu.org; Home Page: WWW, Idlamic-edu.org

FRIDAY - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21-23, 1997 y

48 percent and machine-
made carpet by seven percent
in the said period.

Azizi, ccessiul
player of German
Cologne club

TEHRAN - Khodadad
Azizi, member of Iran’s na-
tional soccer team and a
newcomer a the German
Cologne club has started
playing a German Bun-
dedliga.

The publication of the
Asian Soccer Federation fur-
ther wrote in its latest issue
that the Iranian striker
scored a goa in his first
game for the German club
contributing greatly to its 5-
3 victory over Wolfsburg,
IRNA reported.

The  Singapore-based
publication also in its report
published a photo of Azizi.

Azizi was selected
Asian soccer man of the
year by the Asian Soccer
Confederation in the latest
selection of the best players.
He received his award this
spring in Kuala Lumpur.

route for conduiting Ka
zakhstan's oil to the Persian
Gulf and farther. He also ex-
pressed hope that in light of
an interim agreement be-
tween the experts of the two
countries for an oil-swap
through the Iranian soil, the
two countries would improve
their cooperation in that area.

The visiting deputy for-
eign minister of Kazakhstan
and Iran's Deputy Foreign
Minister for Europe and
America Morteza Sarmadi
aso agreed that the foreign
ministers of the Caspian Sea
countries must meet for their
second assembly in Moscow
as soon as possible.

Iran’ s half-year non-oil
exports up by 18.1 pc

TEHRAN - Iran’'s half year export of non-oil goods showed
18.1 percent and 11.74 percent growth in terms of value and
weight respectively over the corresponding period last year.

The statistics department of Iran’s Customs Administration
announced here on Sunday that export of 3,786,645 tons of non-
oil commodities in the first half of the year (started March 21)
earned the country Rls. 2,887,625,000,000 (DIrs. 1.65 hillion).

Moreover, 10,702 tons of hand-woven carpets, worth RIs.
477.87 billion, were exported in first half of the year, showing
an increase of 51.87 percent and 10.3 percent in terms of weight
and value respectively compared to last year’ s figure.

Export of Iran’s pistachio, weighing 36,333 tons, in first half

of the year fetched the country Rls. 206.69 hillion, indicating an
decrease of 28.9 percent and 32.9 percent in terms of weight and

value respectively compared to last year’ sfigures.

Results of last year
public census

TEHRAN - Based on
the results of the last
year's public census on
population and housing,
95.33 percent of
12,280,539 ordinary fam-
ilies residing at ordinary
residential  units na
tionwide were supplied
with electricity, 87.23
percent with piped water
and  65.58 percent with
baths at their residence.

Public relations de-
partment at Iran Statistics
Center said that the fig-
ures for urban dwellers
were  99.09  percent,
96.26 percent and 81.24
percent, while for villag-
ers 88.47 percent, 70.77
percent and 37.02 percent
respectively.

According to the re-
port, 88.53 percent of or-
dinary families through-
out the country used
natural gas for cooking
and 31.06 percent others
for heating in the lranian
month of ‘Aban’ (Oc-
tober 23-November 21)
last year. The figures
stood at 96.46 percent
and 47.47 percent in ur-
ban and 74.22 percent
and 1.47 percent in rura
areas respectively.

In the month of Aban
last year, it added, 68.76
percent of people owned
land and standing prop-
erty, 3.92 percent owned
standign property and
15.42 percent were ten-
ants.

|ranian motion pictures
featured in Chicago

TEHRAN - The eighth
Iranian film festival in Chi-
cago featured 10 movies in-
cluding ‘Children of Heav-
ens, ‘A Red Story’, ‘Dat
Means Girl’, ‘Layla, ‘Abad-
anis, ‘Beyond the Fire’ and
the short movie ‘The Day
Aunt Became III' by Raana
Makhmalbaf.

The movies were spon-
sored by Iran’s Farabi Film
Foundation to go on stage in
the festival, IRNA reported.

The international network
affiliated to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran’s Broadcasting
(IRIB) also presented three
moviesin the festival.

‘Paperplane’, ‘Sanandg’
and ‘Fakhteh’ were the IRIB
entries.

SALE OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS

Islamic theologian in Germany is sell-
ing his private collection of Islamic manu-
scripts from the Holy Quran and other Is-
lamic books (e.g. on medicine, astrology,
mystic and poetry) - 100 to 620 years old -
to an Islamic university, bank, institute or
a private person. For further information
please contact: Sidigullah Fadai, Am-
alienstrasse 89, 80799 Munich, Germany,

Tel: 0049-89-281724, Fax: 0049-89-281493

Layla, directed by Dar-
yoush Mehrjouie, was one of
the most popular movies in
the festival.

The festival was positively
recieved in the city, including
by the Chicago mayor who
sent a letter to its sponsors,
praising the efforts of the Ira-
nian directors to present Ira-
nian culture to American pub-
lic.

Iranian movie director Ka-
rim Masihi attended the 15-
day festival.

cooperation between Iran and
Armenia and called for ac-
tions to be taken to remove
the obstacles in the way of bi-
lateral trade exchange.

Namazi voiced Iran’s
readiness to provide Armenia
with gas and electricity and
communication facilities.

Namazi also said that con-
cluding agreements to support
mutual investments and can-
cellation of double-tax
scheme would serve to boost
trade between the two coun-
tries.

MASHHAD, Khorasan -
The Pekistani Consul to
Mashhad, Nasrullah Khan
said here Saturday night that
the holy city of Mashhad an-
nualy hosts some 100,000
Pakistani pilgrims visiting the
shrine of Imam Reza (as.),
the 8th Imam of the House-
hold of Prophet Mohammad
(peace be upon him).

In a farewell call on the
provincia Governor Generdl,
Abdollah Koupaie, at the end
of his mission to the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Pak-
istani diplomat noted that the
cultural, socia and religious
bonds linking the two coun-
tries is a high point in the ex-
pansion of Iran-Pakistan
friendly relations.

Commenting on the situa-
tion of the province, he
stressed that by putting giant
projects like the Mashhad-
Sarakhs-Tgjan railroads into
operation, the province has
been transformed into an ec-
onomic pole which can play a
key role in further bolstering
relations between the two
countries.

Referring to  establish-
ment of friendly relations be-
tween the two neighboring
countries during the post-
revolution period, Koupaie
appreciated the great efforts
made by Nasrullah Khan to
strengthen Tehran-1slamabad
relations.

Russia underlines cooperation
with lran in Casp

TEHRAN - Russian head of Iran-Russia technical cooperation commis-
sion Boris Tereshchenko and Energy Minister Habibollah Bitaraf here on Sun-
day discussed Tehran-Moscow cooperation.

Tereshchenko, who is here at the head of an expert delegation to attend
the week-long session of Tehran-Moscow cooperation commission, under-
lined mutual cooperation in the Caspian Sea.

Bitaraf, referring to the formerly reached agreements in the areas of fish-
eries, shipping and the Caspian Sea resources, expressed hope that the session
would accelerate mutual cooperation in scientific fields.

lan Sea

Majlis passes laws
concerning children
of divorce

TEHRAN - The open session of the Majlis on Sunday fo-
cused on laws concerning the custodianship of children of di-
vorce, separation of married couples.

The session, presided over by Speaker Ali Akbar Nateg-
Nouri, ratified amendment of article 1173 of civil laws in the
second round of debates.

The article gives relevant judicia officials the authority to
intervene in cases where improper care for the children of di-
vorce or moral decadence of the guardians jeopardizes the phys-
ical or moral well beings of the children.

Drug and acohol addiction, gambling, psychological dis-
orders, abuse of the children are amongst cases which constitute
aguardianship gone astray.

The session also allowed a three month period for validity of
court rulings approving divorce cases. The divorce registration
office should be informed of the ruling within the said period,
otherwise the decision would be void.

In case of timely processing of a divorce case by the court,
the registration office should inform the couple of the ruling,
asking them to attend the office for further processing of the
Cases.

Athens to host fourth
*|slam-Orthodoxy”
symposium

TEHRAN - The fourth
symposium on the dialogue
between Idam and Or-
thodox Christianity will be
held in Athens on 12 and
13 November. The topic of
the sympoisum is “family
and family values in the
Muslim and Christian-
Orthodox world,” IRNA re-
ported from Athens.

University professors,

take place at the Uni-
versity of Athens. It is or-
ganized by the Greek-
Iranian friendship associa-
tion in cooperation with
the Iranian cultural center
in Athens under the spon-
sorship of Greece's Cul-
tural Ministry. Thefirst Is-
lam-Orthodoxy
symposium was held in
Ve > Athens in 1990, the sec-
academicians and thinkers  ond in 1992 in Athens and
from Iran and Greece will  the third in 1995 in Teh-
address the symposium to  ran.

Drug for treatment of
thalassemia produced

domestically

TEHRAN - For the first
timein Iran, an Iranian chem-
icd and pharmaceutic com-
pany has produced a drug
used for treatment of patients
suffering from thalassemia.

The ‘Arastoo Chemica
and Pharmaceuticl Com-
pany’ has produced the drug
upon the order of the Can-
adain firm ‘Torpharm’ affili-
ated to the ‘Apotax’ phar-
maceutical firm based in
Canada. The Iranian com-
pany has exported the drug to
Canada.

Development of tourism,
key to solve unemployment

TEHRAN - lran’'s rev-
enue through tourism last
year amounted to DIrs. 250
million only while DIrs. 1.2
billion were taken out of the
country by 1.2 million Ira
nians who traveled abroad,
the Persian daily ‘ Hamshahri’
on Sunday quoted an official
at Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Ministry as saying.

Mohammad Moezeddin,
tourism deputy at the min-
istry, told a gathering of tour-
ism officials, held at Kish is-
land in south of Iran, that if
more facilities are offered at
the island, the number of Ira-
nians travelling abroad will
fall drastically.

He said that the only pro-
posal currently being sug-
gested by the International
Labor Organization (ILO) for
creation of job is develop-
ment of tourism.

Therefore, he stressed,
given that Iran is among the
10 ancient countries in the
world with remarkable cul-
tural and tourist attractions,
development of tourism could

ntl. specialized book

exhibit opensin Tehran

TEHRAN - The fifth international specialized book ex-

hibit opened in Tehran’s Amirkabir University on Sunday.

The Culture and Higher Education Ministry in an an-
nouncement said the exhibit features 6,000 book titles pub-
lished since 1994 by 30 international publishers.

Speaking at the inauguration ceremony was the deputy
minister of culture and higher education in charge of research,
Javad Farhoudi, who stressed the importance of granting the
university students access to the latest specialized books.

He further proposed the establishment of a national li-
brary for specialized publications.

The exhibit also features latest optical computer disks by
firms offering services relating to information and data

banks.

Some 1,500 information bank titles are presented in the

exhibit.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

solve unemployment prob-
lem.

Moezeddin pointed to
massive investments at Kish
isand in the post-revolution
era, adding that the island
could play a key role in both
fetching hard currency and
creating job opportunities.

The drug is essential in
producing L-1 pill which is
complementary to ‘desferal’
injection drug used for treat-
ment of the thalassemia pa-
tients.

Experts with Apotex have
checked the Iranian made
drug and confirmed its purity
and effectivness.

The Iranian ministries of
health and industries and Ex-
port Promotion Center of
Iran have contributed to the
production of the drug.

An Arastoo company of-
ficial said that in case the
drug is confirmed by the Ira-
nian and Canadian hedlth
ministries, the company is
able to start mass production
of the drug to meet both do-
mestic needs and those of
Middle East, Asiaand Africa

According to the figures
released by the latest gath-
ering of the thalassemia ex-
perts in Iran 17,000 people
are dfflicted with the tha
lassemia and every year 2,500
children are born with this
hereditary disease.

Carpet weaving, athriving

Industry in Kurdestan

SANANDAJ, Kurdestan - Some 27,766 sq m of hand-
woven carpets have been produced in rural carpet shops in the
western Province of Kurdestan during the first half of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (started March 21), announced the
president of union of carpet cooperatives affiliated to the local
office of the Construction Jihad Ministry, Mahmoud Gholami,
on Monday.

Gholami estimated value of the productions at Rls 13,883
billion, adding that 19,020 carpet weavers are active in prov-
ince'srural areas.

He further said that Construction Jihad Ministry’s local of-
fice presently administers 13,314 carpet weaving apparatus in
9,510 shops throughout the Kurdestan Province.

Mazandarani athletes bag 150
medals at internationa contests

SARI, Mazandaran - Athletes from this Caspian province
have won 150 medals at international, Asian and regiona
sports contests in the past year, said alocal official Saturday.

Director General of Mazandaran Physical Education De-
partment Behrouz Montagami added that the sportsmen also
bagged 200 gold, silver and bronze medals at domestic contests
over the period.

Most of the medals were secured in wrestling, he said.
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