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Tehran, Moscow to upgrade
scientific cooper ation

TEHRAN - The sixth session of Iran-Russia joint scientific and

technical commission concluded Thursday with an agreement on ex- | N

pansion of bilateral relations.
The two countries’ officials attending the session described it as a
turning point in Tehran-Moscow cooperation in scientific and tech-

nica fields.

In order to ensure implementation of the agreements, the two sides
agreed that working groups would review their progress every three

months.
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Reliance on spiritual strength, key to  Arabiafor

resistance against g

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, here
on Wednesday stated that the
anti-U.S. struggles of Iran as
well as its severance of re-
lations with Washington are
in full agreement with Iranian
national interests.

Addressing a large group
of students on the occasion of
the ‘students’ day’, the Lead-
er referred to the U.S. as the
“international dictator” and
“symbol of world arrogance,”
adding that the U.S. inter-
vention in various global is-
sues is in line with the inter-
ests of cartels and big
capitalists in the U.S. and the
international  Zionism's as-
pirations, IRNA reported.

Highlighting the re-
sistance of Iranian nation
against the U.S. since the vic-
tory of the Islamic Revolution
under the leadership of the
late Imam, the Leader stated
that the Islamic Revolution
managed to save such an im-
portant country as Iran, which
was historically important for
its natural resources, geo-
political location and its tal-
ented nation, from domina-
tion by the U.S.

Iran’s confrontation is
with the U.S. government and
not its nation or any other na-
tion, Ayatollah Khamenel
added.

He further added that the
seizure of the American em-
bassy in Tehran by the rev-
olutionary students on No-
vember 4, 1979, foiled many
conspiracies by the U.S
against the Islamic Revolu-
tion.

Encouraging Irag to wage
a war against Iran as well as
economic sanctions are part
of the U.S. conspiracies, stat-
ed the Leader, adding that
thanks to the Almighty the
Iranian nation, frustrating all
the plots against it, has
achieved eye-catching
progress in the post-
revolution era.

Besides adopting an an-
tagonistic policy against the
Iranian government, the U.S.
is angry with the Iranian na-
tion for its anti-arrogance
campaign, desire for in-
dependence and control over
its own destiny, said the
Leader.

Ayatollah Khamenei stat-

Chinese envoy:

Beijing

TEHRAN - Chinese Am-
bassador to Tehran, Shi Ji
Wang, here on Wednesday
met and conferred with the
head of Sino-Iranian parlia-
mentary friendship  group,
TahaHashemi.

Pointing to the amicable
relation between Iran and
China after the triumph of the
1979 Islamic Revolution in
Iran, the ambassador under-
lined the importance of adopt-
ing a coordinated policy by
the two countries in the post
Cold War era, IRNA re
ported.

In the meeting, the Chi-
nese ambassador said that his
country supports the trend
leading to the emergence of a

lran, South Africa
to boost ties

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi Thurs-
day returned from a 3-day
visit to South Africa saying
he held “good and practical
talks’ with ranking South Af-
rican officials.

He pointed out that two
agreements and one letter of
intent were signed during his
visit to Pretoria.

The agreements dealt
with elimination of double
taxation and encouragement
and support for investments.
The letter of intent envisages
granting banking credits to fi-
nance joint projects.

A detailed report of the
talks between officias of the
two countries was also signed
and published as a document.

Kharrazi pointed out that

[ranian,

the two sides explored av-
enues for cooperation in the
areas of mining, agriculture,
telecommunicaitons,  trans-
portation and banking.

Stressing that the political
stances of Iran and South Af-
rica are in close agreement,
he said Pretoria will takeover
chairmanship of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) in
1998, alowing the country to
play a more active role
among developing countries.

Kharrazi  attended the
third session of Iran-South
Africa joint commission and
discussed promotion of Teh-
ran-Pretoriatieswith foreign
minister, speaker of the Na
tional Assembly, justice min-
ister and other ranking of-
ficials of South Africa.

DPRK

parliamentary groups hold talks

TEHRAN - An Iranian parliamentary group headed by Ah-
mad Zadsar, met on Wednesday with the deputy for Supreme
People’ s Assembly of the Demacratic People’ s Republic of Ko-
rea (DPRK) and some members of the country’s parliament.

The Iranian delegation arrived in Pyongyang on Tuesday.

In the meeting, the DPRK official described the current re-
lation between the two parliaments as satisfactory and termed
Iran and DPRK as two countries with unequivocal stance

against imperialism.

The Iranian envoy stated that the Iranian parliamentary
freindship group endeavors to expand the existing cooperation

between the two countries.

He expressed hope for further enhancement of the two
countries’ economic cooperation.
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ed that the U.S. seeks to strip
the Iranian nation of its cut-
lure which guides the nation
in its struggles against the
world arrogance.

The U.S. endeavors to
eliminate Islam and its noble
teachings which is the source
of the Iranian nation’s resolve
to seek independence and not
to submit to bullying, pointed
out the Leader.

He further added that the
U.S. is trying to make Iran
change its stance on the Pal-
estinian issue and officialy
recognize the Zionist regime
and further welcome presence
of the U.S. in various parts of
the world. A nation who be-
lieves in Islam, would never

multi-polar world, adding that
China will follow its in-
dependent policy in this re-
gard.

Hashemi highlighted the
important role of parliaments
in preparing the grounds for
establishment of poalitical, cul-
tural and economic relation
between countries and further
expressed satisfaction over
the friendly ties between the
two countries parliaments.

obal arrogance

submit to the tyranny and bul-
lying by any country, es
pecialy by a country such as
the U.S. with a history of
hostility against it, stated Ay-
atollah Khamenei.

Establishing links or ne-
gotiating with Washington
would solve none of the prob-
lems facing a nation who
wants to resist the U.S. heg-
emonism, said the Leader,
adding that the key to suc-
cessfully confront the U.S. or
any other arrogant power is
reliance on spiritual strength
and persistent resistance.

The Iranian nation can
serve as amodel of resistance
against bullying by the U.S,,
he concluded.

backs a multi-polar world

He further added that the
nations of Iran and China
share similar experiences in
confronting the hegemonic at-
titude of the U.S.

Sating that Iran would
strenuously defend its in-
dependence, Hashemi added
that the IsSlamic Republic is of
the belief that the illegitimate
presence of the U.S. is the
main source of instability in
the Persian Gulf region.

Foreign minister to visit
Arab statesto pass Iran’s
friendship messages

TEHRAN - The visit of Iranian Foreign Minister Ka-
mal Kharrazi, to Arab states is aimed at delivering Iran’s
good will messages as the first practical step by President
Mohammad Khatami’s administration to expand bilateral
and multilateral relations with the states.

Deputy Foreign Minister for Arab and African Af-
fairs, Mohammad Sadr, told IRNA on Wednesday that the
recent Iranian visits of many delegations from Arab states
are indicative of the fact that the states recognize Iran’s
desire to have amicable ties with the regional countries.

Asfor expansion of Tehran-Riyadh ties, Sadr said that
Iran expects Saudi Arabia and other regional statesto help
collectively solve problems facing the region and the
world of Islam and to deny foreigners any excuses for
presence in the Persian Gulf region.

Space should not be
monopolized by
afew countries

TEHRAN - Iran called for
international cooperation for
realization of peaceful use of
outer space.

Addressing ‘the U.N.
committee on the peaceful
uses of outer space€ on
Wednesday, the Iranian Am-
bassador to U.N. Mehdi Da
nesh-Yazdi stated “participa
tion of various countries in
explorations in the  outer
space is the best way to guar-
antee the peaceful nature of
these activities,” IRNA re-
ported.

He further stressed “the
overtness of activitiesin outer
space and further confidence-
building measures are re-
quirements to prevent arms
race and achieve peace in the

ace.”

Cdling the space as a
“common heritage for al hu-
man beings,” the ambassador
added that it should not be
monopolized by a few coun-
tries.

The U.N. committee for
peaceful uses of the outer
space was established in
1959 with 18 members. The
Islamic Republic of Iran is a
member of the presently 61-
member strong committee.

The committee, formed to
guarantee peaceful uses of
outer space, presents an an-
nual report on its activites to
the general assembly.

The lranian ambassador
further stated that the com-

mittee can complement the
activities of the disarmament
conference as well as the
U.N. General Assembly’s
first committee.

This cooperation can
consolidate peace and secur-
ity in theworld, he added.

Danesh-Yazdi aso re
ferred to the formation of
“the consultative national
committee for space activ-
ities” in Iran as evidence of
the importance the country
attaches to the issue of re-
gional and international
cooperations regarding the
activitiesin outer space.

expansion of
Industrial

cooperation
with lran

TEHRAN - The Saudi Pe-
troleum and Minera Rre-
sources Minister Ali bin Ib-
rahim a-Naimi, in a meeting
with Iran’s Ambassador to
Saudi Arabia, Mohammad
Reza Nour Shahroudi, on
Wednesday stated that his
country ams to address ex-
pansion of industrial coop-
eration with Iran during the
upcoming OPEC summit in
Indonesia as well as the OIC
summit in Tehran.

In the meeting, the Saudi
minister underlined the im-
portance of the two countries
cooperation to keep ail prices
at a fair level adding that his
country seeks further nego-
tiations with Iranian officials
to expand cooperation es
pecially in the oil sector,
IRNA reported.

The Iranian ambassador
referred to the current oil
prices as compared to the ex-
penditures by the oail pro-
ducing countries, adding that
the industrial countries pres-
ently enjoy an unfairly low
price for their needed crude
oil.

Shahroudi  underscored
the necessity of further co-
ordination amongst the oil
producing countries to safe-
guard the rights of their na-
tions whom he called the real
owners of the resources.

He further enumerated the
achievements and success of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
in the oail technology in-
cluding construction of re-
fineries, production of oil de-
rivatives and petrochemical
products.

President Aliyev:

Iran, UAE review promotion of
cultural, consular relations

TEHRAN - The Isamic Republic of Iran and the United Arab
Emirates explored venues for broadening of relation in consular, cul-
tural and commercial sectors, at ameeting in Dubai on Wednesday be-
tween Iran’s Consul General in Dubai Mohammad Arab and Ruler of
Ajman Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid an-Nuaimi.

At the meeting, Arab exchanged view on possihilities of the Ira-
nian residents becoming more acquainted with the UAE's welfare fa-
cilities so asto enable them to make use of them.

He further stated that facilities needed to be created for the pro-
motion of trade exchange between the two countries.

An-Nuaimi for his part voiced readiness for an expanded relation

Baku attaches great importance
to tieswith Tehran

TEHRAN - Iranian Am-
bassador to the Republic of
Azerbaijan Ali Reza Bigdeli
met in Baku Wednesday with
the Azeri President Heydar
Aliyev and delivered to him
theinvitation letter of thelra
nian President Mohammad
Khatami.

President Khatami in his
letter has invited his Azeri
counterpart to attend the 8th
summit meet of the heads of
the member state of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) to be held in Teh-
ran, in December, IRNA
reported from Baku.

At the meeting, Aliyev
welcomed the invitation, ex-
pressing his keen interest in

taking part at the OIC sum-
mit.

Referring to the two coun-
tries’ cooperation in political,
economic and cultural areas,
the Azeri president stated that
Baku attaches great im-
portance to its relations with
Tehran and further stressed
that the foreign policy of
Azerbaijan has undergone no
change towards its relations
with the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Also, referring to the
Iranian share in the Azeri ail
fields of ‘Shah Deniz and
‘Lankaran Taesh' in the Cas-
pian Sea, Aliyev hoped that
the Ilamic Republic of Iran
would actively contribute to-
wards the Azeri ail projects.

The Iranian ambassador
for his part briefed President
Aliyev about the Iranian read-
iness for hosting the summit
meet of the OIC heads of the
states, pointing out that at the
threshold of the 21st century
the OIC summit is considered
vitally important for further
spread of unity and solidarity
as well as for the elimination
of problems in the Islamic
world. Bigdeli expressed
hope that the exchange of
views between the Iranian
and Azeri presidents in Teh-
ran on the sidelines of the
OIC summit would help the
two countries to further ex-
pand their constructive re-
lations.

|ran-Pakistan closer cooperation
will help restore peace
InAfghnaistan

TEHRAN - lran's Am-
bassador to Pakistan Mo-
hammad-Mahdi Ak-
hundzadeh and  Pakistani
government’s special repre-
sentative in Afghanistan af-
fairs Iftekhar Morshed on
Wednesday exchanged views
on latest developmentsin Af-
ghanistan.

At the mesting, the Pak-
istani official underlined the
need to make further efforts
with an aim to eradicate en-
mity between the Afghan po-
liticl groups, IRNA re-
ported.

Saying that the United
Nations could not find a suit-
able solution to the Afghan
crisis Morshed called for Ira
no-Pakistani further coop-

eration which would help re-
store peace and tranquility in
that war-stricken country.

Akhundzadeh in his talks
referring to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran’s principled
policy relating to Afghan cri-
sis, said that Tehran believes
that restoration of peace was
possible through negotiation
among different Afghan par-
ties and ethnic groups.

The Iranian ambassador
went on to say that unless the
different Afghan factions
come to this conclusion that
Afghanistan will only be able
to enjoy the fruits of peace
and tranquility when the oth-
er Afghan factions are fully
convinced that the use of mil-
itary force for a final victory

KERMAN - Export of
industrial  products  will
fetch the country DIrs. 2.2
billion next year, said a sen-
ior official at the Industries
Ministry here Wednesday.

Ahmad Qasemi, di-
rector general of the export
promotion department  of
the ministry, said that in-
dustrial exports in the sec-
ond haf of the current Ira
nian calendar year (started
March 21, 1997) is to reach
Dlrs. 900 million.

He, however stressed
that impediments in the way
of exports should be re-
moved and clear-cut regu-
lations should be formulat-
ed and put to practice.

Qasaemi said that cur-
rently there are 200 export
control centers which could
be reduced to 10 with no
adverse effect on hard cur-
rency revenues. This, he
added, will further encour-

Industrial exports to fetch
Dlrs. 2.2 bn next year

age exporters.

The officia stated that
the projected total share of
Industries Ministry in hard
currency earnings through
exports in the Second Five-
Year Development Plan
(1995-99), is Dlrs. 4.5 hil-
lion. Of the figure about
DIrs. 2.5 hillion have been
earned during the past two
and a half years. He stressed
that grounds have been pre-
pared in the country for pro-
moting exports. In another
development, Industries
Minister Gholamreza Shafei
said here Wednesday that
the industrial sector should
cease dependence on ail rev-
enues by the Iranian cal-
endar year 1384 (2005).

Spesking at a nationwide
seminar of industries man-
agers, he added that to this
end Industries Ministry has
formulated plans for de-
fining volume of export by

each industrial unit.

Shafel said that out of
Rls. 128 hillion nationa
revenues, 28 percent was
saved and only 15 percent
was invested whereas all
the savings should be in-
vested in order to meet
public demands.

The minister stressed
that plans should be made
to encourage new  in-
vestments in non-
operationa industrial units
in an effort to revitalize the
industry. Shafei said that
the Industries Ministry has
adopted policies to support
new investments with the
objective of increasing ex-
port products and complete
the  production  chain.
Therefore, he stated, new
investments which are in
conformity with the said
objectives will be sup-
ported by the Industries
Ministry.

|ran sanctions sammed at London conference

TEHRAN - US. ex-
traterritorial sanctions
against lran were uni-
versally condemned at an
international conference
held in London on the
changing economic geog-
raphy of the Persian Gulf.

Rodman Bundy of Par-
is-based international law-
yers, Frere Cholmeley, said
that unilateral sanctions by
one country designed to
prohibit the business activ-
ities of foreign nationals in
a third state is “bad policy
and bad precedent.”

“International law is
not a one-way street to be
invoked when it suits a
country’s needs but

SALE OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS

Islamic theologian in Germany is sell-
ing his private collection of 1slamic manu-
scripts from the Holy Quran and other Is-
lamic books (e.g. on medicine, astrology,
mystic and poetry) - 100 to 620 years old -
to an Islamic university, bank, institute or
a private person. For further information
please contact: Sidigullah Fadai, Am-
alienstrasse 89, 80799 Munich, Germany,

Tel: 0049-89-281724, Fax: 0049-89-281493

shunned when the tables are
turned,” he said, referring to
U.S. duplicity in imposing a
secondary boycott of Iran but
opposing similar Arab meas-
ures against Israd in the
1970s.

Brundy said that Wash-
ington was ultimately acting
against its own interests,
when it sought to force oth-
ers to tow its economic and
political will without their
consent, IRNA reported from
London.

U.S. sanctions threats
against foreign firms dom-
inated the first of atrilogy of
conferences Wednesday on
energy, investment and the
impact of sanctions or-
ganized by the Roya In-
stitute of International Af-
fairs.

Criticizm from the 200
delegates, made up of com-
pany executives, academics,
diplomats, officials and
members of the press, ranged
from the U.S. having no re-
gard for international law to
the Clinton administration re-
fusing to listen to its Eu-
ropean allies.

Brundy disputed Wash-
ington’s claim that Iran had
not changed its behavior as
the pretext to impose sanc-

tions, saying the revolution
had matured. He argued that
the same accusation should
be made against the U.S. for
not changing its behavior.

“The Americans live
with the legacy of 1979,
when in fact, Iran-U.S. dis-
putes were resolved by the
Algiers Accord" of 1981, he
said.

The only dissident voice
at the conference came from
Patrick Clawson from the
U.S. Institute for Strategic
Studies. He made an appea
for what Washington could
do, repeatedly saying that
“Iran was the only govern-
ment in the world refusing
totalk tothe U.S.”

He conceded that there
was even growing sentiment
in Washington against the
use of sanctions, where the
business community and
policymakers aike rec-
ognized “U.S. best interests
are best served by policies
that separate trade for pol-
itics.”

At a basic level, Claw-
son interpreted President
Clinton's ‘dual contain-
ment’ meaning the U.S.
would “not seek a special
relationship  with either”
Iran or Iraq to preserve a
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balance of power inthe Per-
sian Gulf.

“That policy is unlikely
to change,” he said, but add-
ed that the role economic
sanctions play in imple-
menting dual containment
“may evolve.”

is not only futile concept but
it is regarded as an un-
attainable goal.
Akhundzadeh finally add-
ed that ascalation of war
would help to intensify in-
surmountable miseries to the
dready suffering Afghanis
and enhance further de-
struction of the country.

COMSEC
Session
ends work
In Istanbul

TEHRAN - The 13th ses-
sion of the senior experts of
the Organization of the Islam-
ic Conference (OIC) Stand-
ing Committee on Economic
and Trade Cooperation
(COMSEC) ended work in Is-
tanbul on Tuesday night by
underlining the need for ex-
pansion of trade relations
among |slamic countries.

The two-day session, held
with participation of repre-
sentatives from 55 OIC mem-
bers, including the Islamic
Republic of Iran, also called
for formulation of policies to
facilitate movement of cap-
ital, goods and manpower
among member states, IRNA
reported from Ankara

Turkish Minister of State
for Economic Affairs Ishin
Celebi said that the prime ob-
jective of the session was to
upgrade the level of trade re-
lations among OIC member
states.

The gathering also dis-
cussed impacts of regional
economic organizations on
the economy of 1slamic coun-
tries, especially those of the
European Union on COM-
SEC members.

The Turkish officia
stressed that the 21st century
should belong to Idamic
countries, adding that to this
end, Turkey hasinvited al Is-
lamic countries to take part in
agrand feast to be held in Is-
tanbul in the year 2000.

The said the 14th COM-
SEC session will be held in
Istanbul in mid-spring.

Abbas Mazad-Arab, dep-
uty finance minister, headed
the Iranian delegation to the
session.

Tremor jolts Varamin, suburbs

TEHRAN - An earthquake measuring 4.4 degrees on the
open-ended Richter scale jolted vicinity of the city of Varamin,
35 km southeast of the capital city Tehran, early Thursday

morning.

The geophysics center of Tehran University registered epi-
center of the tremor at 45 km southwest of Varamin.
The earthquake was also felt in Tehran at 02:12 hours local

time (22:42 GMT).

Areport from Pishva, a township near Varamin, said that
following the earthquake the panic-stricken inhabitants of the
area left their houses and spent the night outdoor.

There has been no report of any damage.
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