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lran to chair FAO
commission

TEHRAN - Iran’s permanent representative to the U.N. Food and Ag-

riculture Organization (FAO) Mohammad-Saeed Nouri-Naeeni was elected as | N

chairman of the first commission of the FAO's 29th conference, opened in

Rome on Saturday .

Iran was was elected as a member of the committee in charge of preparing

the draft resolution of the conference.

The Iranian delegation to the conference is led by Minister of Agriculture

Issa Kalantari.

The first commission is one of the three commissions affiliated to FAO
whose duty isto review and approve international agricultural strategies.

Demirel:
lran-Turkey
borders
of special
significance
In bilateral
ties

TEHRAN - A mes
sage from the Iranian
President Mohammad
Khatami to his Turkish
counterpart Suleyman
Demirel was delivered
Friday night by the Ira
nian deputy foreign min-
ister for Asiaand Pecific.

Mohsen Amin-Zadeh,
who met Demirel at the
presidential palace, aso
informed the Turkish
president of the messages
of goodwill and friend-
ship from other high-
ranking Iranian officials,
IRNA reported from An-
kara.

Amin-Zadeh who ar-
rived in Ankara Thurs-
day night, also expressed
the hope that consulta-
tions between Iranian and
Turkish officids over
various issues will con-
tinue on regular basis.

Calling the borders
between the two coun-
tries as “borders of
friendship”, Demirel said
Iran-Turkey borders are
of specia significance in
bilateral relations.

The present status of
Tehran-Ankara relations
and exchange of delega
tions to expand econom-
ic, political, and cultura
ties were also discussed
in the meeting.

Amin-Zadeh also met
his Turkish counterpart
Morat Sungar earlier in
the day and discussed
various regional issues.

Kuwaiti MP ca

Foreign minister:
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Iran ready to hold talkswith UAE

on al

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi in con-
tinuation of histour of a num-
ber of Arab countries, arrived
in Riyadh Sunday morning
and was received by his Saudi
counterpart Prince Sa’ud al-
Faisal and a number of high-
ranking officials of the coun-
try.

During his stay in Saudi
Arabia, Foreign Minister
Kharrazi is scheduled to meet
and confer with severa high-
ranking Saudi officials.

Kharrazi is to convey the
friendship and good-will mes-
sage of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to the countries he vis-
its.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister is due to leave Riyadh
for Kuwait today.

Kharrazi on  Saturday
termed relations between Iran
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) as “positive and
friendly.”

Speaking at a press con-
ference at Damascus airport
before deprtur for Jeddah, he
added: “We can reach a solu-
tion with the Emirates within
the framework of bilateral,
friendly talks” IRNA re-
ported.

Meanwhile, a statement
by Iranian embassy in Da
mascus quoted Kharrazi as
saying, “Iran is ready to hold
talks with the UAE on all bi-
lateral issues.”

Kharrazi stressed that in
his tour of the region he is
ready to hold friendly talks on
al issues, adding that con-
solidation of amicable ties
with all regional states is the
prime target of his regiona
tour.

He added that the best
and the first meaure is to

o]

create an atmosphere of trust
among neighboring states in
the Persian Gulf region.

Kharrazi arrived in Da
mascus on Firday for talks
with Syrian officials.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister told reporters after his
talks with the Syrian pres-
ident that he and President
Assad had reviewed issues in
connection with the sched-
uled summit in Tehran of the
Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC).

In a separate meeting later
on Saturday, Kharrazi and
Syrian Vice-President Abd al-
Halim Khaddam stressed that
the summit would be a source
of hope for resolving the
Muslim world's major prob-
lems.

Underlining the need for
further exchange of views be-
tween Iran and Syria and
among Muslim states of the
region, the two officias enu-
merated the dangerous impact
of the Doha economic confer-
ence on regiona states and
the world of Islam.

Khaddam hailed Iran as
one of the important countries
of the region, which can as-
sume a highly important role
in further closeness of Mus-
lim states.

The Iranian minister said
that lIran's foreign policy
gives priority to the strength-
ening of friendly relations,
building  mutual  under-
standing and establishing
cooperation among Muslim
Arab states.

Meanwhile, the Syrian
Foreign Minister Farouk al-
Shara emphasized that his
country isinterested in the re-
moval of any mis-
understandings between Iran

Isfor closer

cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - Member of
Kuwait's National Assembly,
Nasser al-Sane, suggested
Friday that it was time for the
Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council nations to open di-
alog with Iran on regional se-
curity.

He also proposed that the
arms race in the Persian Gulf
should be ended, saying that
it “consumes most revenues’
of Arab states, who should
also reassess who their en-
emies are, IRNA reported
from London.

His call for closer coop-
eration with Iran came on the
final day of atrilogy of con-
ferences here on the changing
economic geography in the
Persian Gulf organized by the
Roya Institute of Inter-
nationa Affairs.

“Dialog ought to be en-
couraged with Iran,” Sane
said. It has a democratic sys-
tem and had made clear it
was “looking for coop-
eration” since the over-
whelming election victory of
President Mohammad Kha-
tami.

He also spoke of such
confidence building measures
like the  understanding
reached between the Iranian
and Kuwaiti parliaments,
which he said was the first
agreement of its kind to be
signed in the Persian Gulf.

His proposal for regional
security was based upon the
‘6+1+1' formula, involving
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bah-
rain, Qatar, the United Arab
Emirates and Qatar along
with Iran and Irag.

The Kuwaiti MP, who
also chairs the Nationa As
sembly’s  Human Rights
Committee, said that while
negotiations with Iraq de-
pended upon a “different re-
gime” in Baghdad, with Iran
it needed a “different dialog”
than in the past.

In his speech on new ho-
rizons for the PGCC, Sane
also caled for the “elimina
tion of arms procurement” in
the world's biggest market
for defense imports and for
the people in Arab states to
have a role in decision-
making.

President inaugurates
“book week”

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami in a
specia ceremony in-
augurated the fifth ‘book
week’ here Saturday morn-
ing.

Promoting the culture of
book reading in society and
appreciating the efforts of
those engaged in publishing
business are among the ob-
jectives of the book week,
IRNA reported. The week-
long event includes, setting
up of 4,000 book shops and
exhibitions in  schools,
mosques, cultural centers
and public libraries through-
out the country. The pres-
ident, accompanied by Min-
ister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, inspected various
departments  of  Park-e
Shahr's central library, in
downtown Tehran, and aso
talked to a number of au-
thors. President Mo-
hammad Khatami assured
that the government will
spare no effort to remove
the shortcomingsin the field
of publication and culture.
The president told IRNA “in
a society where the miracle
of the religion of its people
is the Holy Quran, we must

be a witness to further en-
counter of ideas and emer-
gence of thoughts, man-
ifested in book and book
reading.”

Writing and reading
books should be viewed as
“valuable” and “sacred” in
Iran, he said, adding that this
habit should be encouraged
to the extent that publication
of books should be turned to
a highly profitable industry.
Both the nation and the ad-
ministration must contribute
to attaining this goal, he
said. Elsewhere in his re-
marks, President Khatami
stated that intellectuas
should support critical de-
bates with an aim to promote
flourishment of thoughts.
Human beings are distinct
for their thought and it is
through this they administer
their lives, President Kha
tami remarked, adding that
book is a medium for man-
ifestation of thoughts of hu-
man beings. The president
expressed the hope that by
holding book weeks great
strides will be taken towards
realization of sublime ob-
jectives of the noble people
of Iran.

Spport for the ‘6+1+1" in-
itiative was indirectly sup-
ported by Britain's con-
troversial former ambassador
to Saudi Arabia, Sir David
Gore-Booth, who said that
the PGCC “cannot go on in-
definitely depending on out-
side powers.

More reluctant view was
that a security system would
have to be “eventualy” de-
vised to increase the in-
volvement of both Iran and
Irag at the expense of the
West and presumably the loss
of arms sales.

and some of the Arab coun-
tries. He said that Syria be-
lieves the expansion of Iran-
Arab ties will lead to peace
and stability in the region.

In an interview with
IRNA, Farouk al-Shara added
that Damascus views the visit
by the Iranian foreign min-
ister as an opportunity to ex-
change views between the
two countries in the interest
of the people of the region.

Earlier on Friday, the Ira-
nian and Syrian foreign min-
isters started their formal
round of talks in Damascus.
The two sides discussed the
latest situation and develop-
ments in the Middle East,
northern Irag and the oc-

Rowhani:

ateral 1ssues

cupied territories.

The two sides stressed
that cooperation and common
stand adopted by the Islamic
countries are the most im-
portant priorities of the world
of Islam in opposing the
threats by the enemies.

Kharrazi described the re-
lation between Iran and Syria
as excellent and said the ex-
change of opinion between
the two countries on various
regional issues is very im-
portant. Kharrazi stressed on
a unified stand by the Islamic
countries against the threats
by the enemies of Islam and
said they are determined to
create disunity in the Islamic
community.

|ran not posing threat,
Americans looking for excuse

TEHRAN - The Sec-
retary of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council, Ho-
jatoleslam Hassan Rowhani
said here Sunday that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran as a
singnatory to the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) should not be con-
Sidered as athreat.

Meeting with the new
Russian Ambassador to Teh-
ran, Konstantin Shuvalov, he
stressed on Tehran-Moscow
cooperation to complete Bu-
shehr nuclear power plant.

Since the U.S. is not will-
ing to witness presence of
any other power in the Per-
sian Gulf region other than it-
sdlf, it is now concerned that
the Bushehr nuclear reactor,
once completed, would in-
crease the country’s military
strength, Rowhani noted.

Describing the U.S. mil-
itary presence in the Persian
Gulf as a serious threat to re-
giona security, he stated that
a country which is located
thousands of miles away
from the region considers it
rightful to turn the region into
amodern ammunition depot.

Whenever peace prevails
in the Persian Gulf and there
isno reason for the U.S. pres-
ence in the region, Baghdad
tries to provide an excuse for
the illegitimate presence of
the U.S. forces in the Persian
Gulf, he stressed.

Referring to the lega re-
gime of the Caspian Sea, Ro-
whani said that the issue is
the most important area of
cooperation between Iran and
Russia.

Two-fold increase
INn Greek-Iranian trade
exchanges

TEHRAN - Trade ex-
changes between Greece
and Iran doubled in 1996,
reaching to 223 hillion
drachmas  (about  Dlrs
857m), in comparison with
110 billion drachmas in the
year 1995.

According to figures re-
ceived by IRNA from the
National Statistical Service
of Greece, Iranian exports to
Greece in 1996 were worth
220 hillion drachmas (Dlrs
846 mn), while Greek ex-
ports to Iran were valued at
only 3.1 hillion drachmas
(DIrs12m).

Crude oil and petroleum
products were the main ex-
port items from Iran to
Greece. Athensimported 6.7
million tons of oil from Teh-
ran in 1996 worth 215 bil-
lion drachmas, followed by
fruits and vegetables and
other goods such as metals,
leather and leather products

and chemicals.
Greek exportsto iran in
1996 included industrial

machines, tobacco, chem-
icals, plastic and iron prod-
ucts, yarns and clothing.

In 1995, greek-iranian
trade exchanges totaled 109
billion drachmas. Iran ex-
ported 39 million tons of oil
worth 105 billion drachmas.

Greek exportsto iran in
1995 were worth a meager
1.1 billion drachmas.

The statistical service of
greece has not released any
figures on greek-iranian
trade for the year 1997 as
yet.

All the CaspianSea lit-
toral states are duty-bound to
bolster  their cooperation
within the framework of the
organization for cooperation
of the Caspian Sea littoral
states, he added.

The Western countries,
led by the U.S. do not like to
see any regional cooperation
in the Caspian Sea so that
they, themselves, can es
tablish relations with every
and each of these countries
more easily and eventualy
dominate the natura re-
sources of the region.

The Caspian Sea littoral
states may begin their coop-
eration in such areas that are
free from dispute including
shipping and  environment
and then expand their friend-
ly relations to other areas, the
Majlis vice-speaker under-
lined.

He further voiced readi-
ness to host his Russian coun-
terpart in Tehran to discuss
and solve the issues related to
the Caspian Sealegal regime.

In reply, the Russian am-
bassador called for further
promotion of Tehran-
Moscow relations in various
political and economic aress.

The two countries re-
lations will have a great im-
pact on settlement of regional
disputes, he said, hoping that
the process of bilateral
cooperation would continue
inall dimensions.

Generd Gelap
callsfor expansion
of Vietnam-Iran
fles

TEHRAN - The hero of
Vietnam's liberation wars, the
great Genera Vo Nguyen
Geiap, on Saturday called for
strengthening of ties between
Iran and Vietnam.

In a meeting with the Ira-
nian Ambassador to Vietnam,
Kamal Sajadi, Geiap sent his
best wishes for the Leader of
the Idlamic Revolution, Ay-
atollah Ali  Khamenei, and
President Mohammad Kha
tami, IRNA reported.

Terming Iran-Vietnam
state of relations as “satis
factory,” the general ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
upward trend of relations be-
tween the two countries.

The two officias further
explored new avenues for ex-
panding Iran-Vietnam polit-
ica and economic coop-
eration.

Two Iranian fiims to be screened at
L ondon film festival

TEHRAN - Two Iranian
films: ‘Father’ by Mgjid Ma-
jidi and ‘The Taste of the

SALE OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS

Islamic theologian in Germany is sell-
ing his private collection of 1slamic manu-
scripts from the Holy Quran and other Is-
lamic books (e.g. on medicine, astrology,
mystic and poetry) - 100 to 620 years old -
to an Islamic university, bank, institute or
a private person. For further information
please contact: Sidigullah Fadai, Am-
alienstrasse 89, 80799 Munich, Germany,

Tel: 0049-89-281724, Fax: 0049-89-281493

Cherries by Abbas Kia
Rostami are to be screened
a London film festival
here November 6-21.

The two films are ex-
pected to attract the atten-
tion of cinemagoers in
London, IRNA reported
from the British capital .

Many iranian films
have been screened with
much success at various
film festivals in Europe.
The Iranian film ‘The
White Balloon’ was pre-
viously shown on the chan-
nel-4 TV station in Lon-
don. It was aso shown in
the cinemas in London last
year.

Deputy oil minister:

Japan to build

auto-manufacturing factory

In Chabahar FTZ

Iran to be more
active in Caspian Sea

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Oil Minister Ali Majedi told IRNA
here Friday that the current estimates of the Caspian Sea oil
pools stood at 16 billion barrels and gas reserves at 8.3 trillion

cubic meters and that Iran has decided to play a more active role

in the Caspian Sea oil and gas explorations.
The deputy oil minister pointed out that the Iran had em-

barked on the drilling in the Caspian by using Khazar oil rigs

and renting oil platforms from Russia and Azerbaijan.
He added that Turkmenistan, Kazakhistan, Azerbaijan and
Russia were working jointly with Iran in the search for finding

oil reservesin the Caspian Sea.
Majedi stated that the Republic of Azerbaijan has been able

to get its hands on the oil and gas resources of the Caspian faster
due to two reasons - the first being its oil exploitation dating
back far in the past and their possession of more egquipment and
the needed funds for such a venture, being the second reason.
IRNA quoted the deputy oil minister as saying that in re-

spect to the unfinalized legal regime of the Caspian Sea, some
Caspian Sea littoral states had persistantly lodged complaints

against Azerbaijan investing on oil in Mazandaran Sea, adding
that some of the complaints have been filed with the United Na-

tions.

Majedi warned that as long as the aspect of the Caspian Sea

legal regime was not finalized, there was a great possibility that
it would create some complications in the future and that any in-
vestments made there would involve a measure of risk.

He was of the belief that both oil and gas reserves of the

Caspian Sea belonged to all itslittoral states.

Refering to the Mazandaran Sea environmental issues, the

deputy oil minister stated that oil pollution near the Iranian
coastal line was at the minimum when compared to the Azeri

coastal belt.

Majedi then advised the littoral states to hold meetings so
that these countries could work out ways of efficiently ex-
tracting oil and gas without causing pollution that was detri-

mental to the aquatic life of the Caspian Sea, specifically of the

caviar fish resources.

Iranian industrial
exhibit in lvory Coast,
a huge success

TEHRAN - Iran will con-
struct severa industrial man-
ufacturing units in lvory
Coast, announced the ex-
ecutive manager of the Ira
nian industrial exhibit pres-
ently in progress in the
African country on Saturday.

Speaking to IRNA on the
sidelines of the exclusive Ira
nian exhibit in Abidjan, Mo-
hammad-Hossein ~ Mohseni
stated “based on the agree-
ments reached between repre-
sentatives of the Iranian trade
and industrial units and the
officials of the Ivory Coast,
Iranian experts are going to
help establish plants for man-
ufacturing tractors, television,
motorcylce, melamine, ce-
ramics and tiles in the coun-
try.”

The officias of the lvory
Coast, praising the lranian
commodities for their quality
aswell aswide variety, called
the exhibit a turning point in
the relation between the two
countries, added Mohseni.

Over 60 Iranian firms are
displaying a wide range of
products in the exhibit in-
cluding food and sanitary
stuff, tractors, motorcycles,
televisions, refrigerators,
hand and machine woven car-
pets, ceramics, gas ovens and
kitchen appliances.

Mohseni referred to Ivory
Coast as one of the richest
countries in western Africa,
adding “the country isthe ma-
jor supplier of the needs of its
neighboring countries in-
cluding Niger, Mali, Burkina

Faso and Guinea.”

Iranian share of world
trade, including the oil mar-
ket, currently stands at 0.34
percent, while the country in-
tends to boost the figure to
1.3 percent.

Through exclusive ex-
hibits abroad, the ISamic Re-
public of Iran intends to in-
troduce its industrial
capablilites and  latest
achievements to the world,
stated Mohseni, adding that
due to problems such as
shortages of liquidity and raw
materials, only 50 percent of
the country’s potentials in
manufacturing sector have
been realized.

The first Iranian ex-
clusive exhibit in Ivory Coast
has been organized by Iran’s
Sabzfam-Sepehr  industrial
trade company through coop-
eration of Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry and the country’s Export
Promotion Center.

The 10-day  exhibit
opened October 31.

ZAHEDAN, Sistan-Baluchestan - Severa directors of the Japanese Mit-
subishi industries inspected various industrial units of Chabahar Free Trade
Zone (CFTZ).

The Managing Director of CFTZ, Siyavosh Samiei said here Friday that
Mitsubishi officials in their inspection tour reviewed the available possibilities
with an aim to construct an automobile factory at zone.

Tehran
al st
to estabish
diplomatic
relations
with Cairo

TEHRAN- Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister
for Arab-African Affairs
Mohammad Sadr told
‘Al-Hayat’, Beirut-based
Arab daily on Friday that
the visit to the Syrian
capital of Iran’s Foreign
Minister Kama Khar-
razi, is for conveying the
Iranian friendship mes-
sage to the regional
states.

Sadr pointed out that
Kharrazi in his visits to
the Mid-East capital cit-
ies of Damascus, Ku-
wait, Doha, Manama, Ri-
yadh, Muscat, Abu
Dhabi would exchange
views with top officias
of the regiona states on
the possible expansion of
bilateral relations and

that the Islamic Republic
of Iran desires to have a
serious and deep re

lations with the Arab na-
tions, IRNA
from Beirut.

He added that the re-
lations with regional
Arab nations was as sig-
nificant as its relation
with Syria.

The Iranian deputyy
foreign minister pointed
out that President Kha-
tami’s strategy in regard
to the Arab world is re-
garded as a new element
added to the foreign pol-
icy of the Idamic Re-
public of Iran as he had
promised during his pres-
idential campaign.

On Tehran-Cario re-
lations, Sadr stressed  “it
isafact that the officials
in Tehran look to Egypt
as an important Islamic
Arab country and as the
seat of Islamic culture.”

He expressed hope
that due to the current
sensitive circumstances,
Egypt and Islamic Re-
public of Iran would be
ableto build acloser tie.

Sadr once more
stressed that the govern-
ment of the Islamic Re-
public of Iranisal set to
establish diplomatic re-
lation with Egypt on con-
dition that Egypt’s views
concur with the views
held by Tehran on Isragli
regime and talks on the
Mideast peace process.

reported

Industrial exports
to fetch Dlrs. 2.2 bn
next year

TEHRAN - Export of in-
dustrial products will fetch
the country Dlrs. 2.2 billion
next year, said a senior of-
ficid at the Industries Min-

Brazilian appointed new coach
of [ran’s national football team

TEHRAN - Vadeir Vier-
ia has been appointed the new
head coach of Iran’s national
football team, announced the
President of the Iranian Foot-
ball Federation Darioush
Mostafavi on Saturday.

Vieria from Brazil, re-
places Mohammad Maydli
Kohan who was fired earlier
Saturday following repeated
setbacks by the Iranian team
in the qualifying matches for
the world cup in France in
1998. Vieria who is currently
the coach of the Iranian na-
tiona youth team, has 35
years of experience as a
player and head coach. He
has played in Brazil, France,
Belgium, Algeria, and Por-
tugal. He was a coach in Ger-
many for eight years and has
trained several famous Ger-
man football teams.

He speaks German, Eng-
lish, Spanish, and French.

Vieria has aso had ex-
perience as a coach in Brazil,
Venezuela, Costa Rica and El
Salvador.

Speaking to IRNA
shortly after his appointment,
he said that the Iranian foot-
ball team has many taented
players who can challenge
their European competitors.

Mostafavi dismissed the
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national team’'s coaching
staff after the poor per-
formance of the team in the
past three weeks.

The Iranian national team
competing to qualify for 1998
world cup in France in
Asia’s group one, scored dis-
appointing results in recent
weeks and lost to Qatar on
Friday.

Mostafavi, in a press bul-
letin released to IRNA, an-
nounced that “Mohammad
Mayeli Kohan and his assist-
ants are dismissed following
the weak performance and
failure to fully organize the
team and individua ca
pabilities of the players of the
national team in the return
matches of the second round
of qualifying games of the
world cup 98 of France.”

istry.Ahmad Qasemi, director
general of the export pro-
motion department of the
ministry, said that industrial
exports in the second half of
the current Iranian calendar
year (started March 21, 1997)
isto reach DIrs. 900 million.

He, however stressed that
impediments in the way of
exports should be removed
and clear-cut regulations
should be formulated and put
to practice. Qasemi said that
currently there are 200 export
control centers which could
be reduced to 10 with no ad-
verse effect on hard currency
revenues. This, he added, will
further encourage exporters.

The official stated that the
projected total share of In-
dustries Ministry in hard cur-
rency earnings through ex-
ports in the Second Five-Y ear
Development Plan (1995-99),
is DlIrs. 4.5 hillion. Of the fig-
ure about DlIrs. 2.5 bhillion
have been earned during the
past two and a half years.

He stressed that grounds
have been prepared in the
country for promoting ex-
ports.
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