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Kish-Ashkhabad
direct flight starts

KISH, Hormuzgan - The Kish-Ashkhabad weekly direct flight began on

Sunday as a group of 42 passengers from the Turkmenistan Republic arrived | N

at the island on board an aircraft, Director of Kish Free Trade Zone Organiza-

tion for Toursim Affair Mohsen Gharib said.

Gharib stated the passengers included tourists, reporters and journalists.
According to the officia 1,000 foreign tourists from Europe, the Persian
Gulf littoral states and Far East, have travelled to the island over the past few

months.

He added that Kish international airport handles between 19 and 21 do-
mestic and foreign flights daily.
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Kharrazi confers with King Fahd:

TEHRAN - Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi
and King Fahd ibn Abd
al-Aziz as-Saud of Saudi
Arabia in a meeting here
Sunday exchanged views
on Tehran-Riyadh future
relations, promotion of
cooperation and conven-
tion of the 8th summit of
Organization of the Islam-
ic Conference (OIC) in
Tehran, next month.

At the meeting, King
Fahd, expressing pleasure
over Tehran-Riyadh pro-
motion of relations, called
for a greater cooperation
between the two neigh-
boring countries at the re-
giona and international
level, IRNA reported
from Riyadh.

The king pointed out
that Saudi Arabia deems
the 8th OIC summit as
significant and believed
that many issues and
problems existing in the
world of Islam could be
resolved through joint
cooperation of the Mus-
lim states particularly at
the upcoming OIC sum-
mit.

Kharrazi said for his
part that the new Iranian
government gives prior-

Tehran, Riyadh review
promotion of cooperation,

futureties

ity to expansion of relations
with the neighboring and re-
gional states in its foreign
policy.

Referring to the existing
atmosphere of understanding
and friendship between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and
the regional states, Iran’s for-
eign minister stated that Saudi
Arabi being an important
state of the region, would be
able to cooperate with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in or-
der to play a significant role
in further bringing about of
the Islamic solidarity.

Kharrazi heading a top
political delegation arrived in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabian cap-
ital, Sunday morning to con-
vey the message of ‘friend-
ship and good-will' of
President Khatami’'s govern-
ment to the most senior of-
ficials of the Persian Gulf
Arab states.

The visit to Riyadh of the
Iranian foreign minister will
aso take him to other Arab
capitals of the Persian Gulf
region such as Kuwait, Man-
ama, Muscat, Doha and Abu
Dhabi.

Meanwhile, Saudi Crown
Prince  Amir Abdullah bin
Abd a-Aziz in Riyadh on
Sunday underlined that his

country is for strengthening
atmosphere  of  friendship
among Iranian and Saudi gov-
ernments and for cooperating
and exchange of views with
President Mohammad Kha-
tami’s administration in vari-
ousfields.

Taking to the visiting
Iranian foreign minister on
Sunday, Abdulaziz said the
atmosphere of confidence be-
tween the two Muslim and
big states of the region can
serve as a basis for expansion
of cooperation between the
two countries in various lev-
els.

He said that Iranian and
Saudi Arabian efforts for tak-
ing firmer strides towards
stregnthening and improving
mutual cooperation can even-
tually help solve problems
faced by the world of Islam.

He said that his country
attaches special significance
to the 8th summit of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC), dueto be held in
Tehran from December 4-11,
and would attend it.

He said that main policy
of new Iranian government is
based on strengthening and
expanding friendly relations
with Saudi government and
having cooperation with Mus-

lim states.
Kharrazi said that
President Khatami pays

specia attention to talks
with Muslim and regional
states and to dialog among
civilizations.

He said that time has
come when Muslim coun-
tries can assume an im-
portant role at the inter-

national scene.
Tehran session can
provide Musim states

with the suitable chance to
exchange view on prob-
lems faced by the world of
Isam and adopt joint
stance in order to solve
them, said Kharrazi, add-
ing that security and stabil-
ity serve as bed of ec-
onomic development and
cooperation between Iran
and Saudi Arabia can pre-
pare the ground for es
tablishment of peace and
stability around the globe.

Economic cooperation
between Tehran and Ri-
yadh and its extension to
get other states of the re-
gion involved in the pro-
cess would result in ec-
onomic flourishment,
guaranteeing Mudlim na-
tions interests, he con-
cluded.

Huge
N |

TEHRAN - Western
firms were warned this week
that if they want a realistic
sharein Iran’s massive oil ex-
pansion plans, their political
masters need to refrain from
mixing day-to-day political
aspirations  with long-term
business interests.

Narsi Ghorban of Asian
Pacific  Consultants  con-
servatively estimated that Iran
was geared up for potential
business in the oil, gas and
petrochemical sector worth
between Dlrs 74 and 94 bil-
lion over the next decade,
IRNA reported from London.

Of this between Dlrs 47
and 58 bn would be needed in
hard currency and in ordinary
circumstances, most of the re-
quired technology and capital
would have been sought in
Western countries, he said.

But in the current political
climate, his warning to the
West was that a good pro-
portion of the equipment and
investment needed “may
come from the eastern hemi-
sphere,” making it difficult to
forecast what share would go
to companies in OECD coun-
tries.

In a breakdown of busi-
ness in lran's energy sector
between 1997 and 2010,
Ghorban quantified oil in-
dustry purchases at Dlirs 15-
17 bn, oil development Dlrs
8 -10 bn, secondary recovery

nvestment prospects
ran’soll industry

DlIrs 3-5 bn, refinery expan-
sion DIrs 2-3 bn and infra
structure DIrs 1-2 bn.

Figures for the gas in-
dustry were put at DIrs 10-13
bn for the development of re-
serves, DIrs 15-20 bn for
treatment and transmission
and DIrs 3-4 bn for liquid nat-
ural gas and plants. A total of
DlIrs 10-12 bn was given for
petrochemicals business.

The consultant, who is

also amember of the Iran As-
sociation for Energy Econom-
ics, told an international con-
ference that there were
“ample opportunities for in-
ternational oil and gas com-
panies, engineering and man-
ufacturing firms and
consulting groups.” He said
that athough more than 50
percent would come from lo-
cal currency requiring its own
sophisticated financial struc-

ture, Iran will need the as-
sistance of the latest tech-
nology to achieve the goa of
enhancing the prosperity of
the next generation. The larg-
est oil and gas firms were in
the Western world and would
be advantageous for Iran, but
as shown in the pat, if their
cooperation was not avail-
able, the “developments
would still go ahead with oth-
er suitable partners.”

Preservation of historical riches
should become a national cause

TEHRAN - Minister of
Culture and Idamic Guid-
ance, Ataollah Mohagjerani,
here on Monday stated that
preservation of historical sites
in the country should not be a
cause just for the field's ex-
perts but should rather en-
compass the whole nation.

Addressing the second an-
nual gathering on preserva
tion and restoration of cul-
tural and historical heritage,
Mohgjerani added “Iran, with
an ancient history, possesses
a wedth of cultural and his-
torical works. The preserva
tion and restoration of these
riches should not be taken
lightly.”

Iran is one of the top four
countries in the world in
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terms of historica riches, said
the minister, adding that the
country is judged according
to the importance it attaches
to preservation of its his
torical sites and heritage.
Mohgjerani further stated
that the Iranian nation should
expand its scope of interest to
include historical works be-
yond the country’s borders,
this far reaching interest he
added, would be a source of

enhanced credibility for the
nation.

Also speaking at the gath-
ering was the secretary of the
cultural event, Rasoul Va
tandoust, who enumerated ex-
change  of experiences
amongst the field experts as
well as harmonizing the na-
tionwide activities for pres-
ervation of historical sites as
major goals of the cultural

gathering.

Gapanese expert:

Iran has potentials for
| foreign investment )

o

TEHRAN - A Japanese
official on Monday said
there are good opportunities
in Iran for foreign in-
vestment given the coun-
try’s rich natural resources,
including oil and gas.

The executive director
of Japan's center for re-
search on Middle East econ-
omy, Masao Endo, told
IRNA in Tokyo that the
Caspian Sea in the north
and the Persian Gulf and
Sea of Oman in the south
facilitate access to the coun-
try making it attractive to
foreign investors.

He stressed that Iran's
special  geographical loca
tion has enabled the country
to offset effects of U.S. ec-
onomic sanctions.

The Japanese economist
further stated that transfer
of oil and gas from Central
Asia through Iran was more
economical  than  other
routes, adding that the fact
has even been redlized by
U.S. firms.

He said that American
experts are now in favor of
resumption of friendly ties
with Iran, but he stressed
unfamiliarity of the major-
ity of Americans with re-
dities in Iran has led to
election of representatives

who were against such a
trend.

The Japanese official re-
marked that policies adopted
by Europe and Japan to-
wards Iran are different from
those of the U.S., adding
that athough Washington
was seeking to isolate Iran,
Tokyo will continue its po-
litico-economic relations
with Tehran.

Tokyo's decision to con-
tinue consultations between
the senior officias of Iran
and Japan fal into this
framework, said Endo.

On reason for low Jap-
anese investment in the Mid-
dle East despite the fact that
Tokyo met about 80 percent
of its oil requirements from
the region, he said this could
be contributed to dis
crepancy between the gov-
ernment and the private sec-
tor.

While the government is
seeking to boost investment
in the Middle East, the Jap-
anese firms believe that in-
vestment was unwise be-
cause of low profits.

Last year, Japan's in-
vestment in the Middle East
amounted to 26.800 billion
yen which constituted only
five percent of Japan’s direct
overseas investment.

Majlis
SUMMONS
Sports
officials over
soccer team
fallures

TEHRAN - The officias
of lran’s Physica Education
Organization as well as those
of the Soccer Federation have
been summoned to Majlis to
respond to deputies’ questions
concerning the recent weak re-
sults by the national soccer
team in the world cup qualifi-
ers as well as the recently an-
nounced changesin the team’s
coaching staff.

A member of Majlis Com-
mittee on Sports, Lotfollah
Zarei Qanavati, here on Sun-
day told IRNA “the change in
the national soccer team’'s
coaching staff contrary to pre-
vious statements by the head
of the Physical Education Or-
ganization Mostafa Hashemi-
Taba, who had announced un-
equivocal support for the
coaches, has raised question
for Mgjlis deputies.”

This has prompted the
summoning of the officials to
the afternoon session of Mgj-
lis on Tuesday to field ques-
tions on the issue, added the
legidlator.

Touching on reported dis-
cords within the national soc-
cer team, the deputy from city
of Behbahan criticized the
coaching staff for what he
caled not being current on
modern tactics of the sport as
well as lack of team cohesion.

Welcoming the change in
the coaching staff, Qanavati
caled for initiatives by the
new skippers to address the
team’s problems.

President:

Rajael port to help boost
regional economy

QESHM - Managing Director of Qeshm Free Trade Zone (FTZ) Behrouz
Bushehri told IRNA here Sunday that the construction of Shahid Rajaei port
as a special economic zone would not only help boost economy of the region
but it will also assist boosting up the exports and imports of goods at Qeshm.

He added that before construction of Shahid Rajael port as a special ec-
onomic zone the loading and off-loading of the super-commercial liners were
carried out at the foreign ports in the Persian Gulf.

Bushehri, however, pointed out that the Iranian businessmen on the
Qeshm idand and in other parts of the country, would be able to transit goods
from other countries to the Central Asian republics or to other parts of the
world through this Iranian port.

Communications, foundation for
a developed society

TEHRAN - lran’'s Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami
here on Sunday termed atten-
tion to the communications
field in the development-
oriented Islamic Republic, as
“avital necessity.”

Addressing hundreds of
employees of the Post, Tele-
graph and Telephone Min-
istry, Khatami added “com-
munications is a foundation
for a developed society, a
very important fact which
can't be overlooked by us”
IRNA reported.

Stating that advances in
the communications tech-
nology no longer benefits an
exclusive club aone, the pres-
ident added that information
formerly accesible by a priv-

iliged group is now available
to al people without any doc-
toring.

Khatami expressed ap-
preciation for efforts of al the
people invioved in the in-
dustry’s development in the
country.

Stressing the importance
of planning and research to
achieve progress in the field
of communications, the chief
executive called for further
cooperation  between the
country’s  communications
institutions and universities to
accelerate progress in the
field.

Prior to the president’s
speech, the Minister of Post,
Telegraph  and Telephone
(PTT), Mohammad Reza

Aref, briefed Khatami on the
general policies of the min-
istry.

Aref referred to financia
dicipline, abstaining from un-
necessary expenditure, focus
on development, specia at-
tention to research and review
of the organizational structure
as maor guidelines for his
ministry’s  activities. Some
130,000 telephone numbers
as well as 85,000 mobile
phone  subscriptions have
been issued to the public dur-
ing the 80 days of the new
management at the PTT Min-
istry, added Aref. The chief
executive also visited various
departments of the highly ad-
vanced Islamic Revolution’s
communications compl ex.

New administration supports
freetrade zone objectives

ZAHEDAN, Sistan-
Baluchestan - The new Ira-
nian administration ams to
help realize objectives on
which free trade zones have
been formed, said a senior of-
ficial here Sunday.

Secretary of the High
Council for Free Trade Zones
Morteza Alviri stated that the
said objectives were pro-
motion of non-oil exports,
creation of jobs, absorbing
domestic and foreign in-
vestment, and development
of the regions.

Alviri who is aso pres-
ident's  advisor, further
stressed that the prime ob-
jective of the free trade zones
was not to formulate policies
on import but rather to pro-
mote export.

However, he added, the

need of the zones to in-
vestment in infrastructura
field at the beginning forced
them to meet their demand
through import and collection
of tariffs.

But, Alviri stated, with
the formulation of policies for
the development of industry
in Chabahar (southeast Iran),
gradually the zone will
present commodities man-
ufactured domestically in-
stead of imported goods.

He said now that the
ground was being prepared
and banking regulations were
set, foreign investors would
soon be encouraged to take
part in trade activities at the
Iranian free trade zones.

Given that Chabahar free
trade zone has access to both
sea and land transport facil-

RASHT, Gilan - Iran's
Vice-President and head of
the country’s  Environ-
mental  Protection  Or-
ganization, Masoumeh Eb-
tekar, here on Sunday
stated “development with
no regards for the environ-
ment would jeopardize the
society’ s future.”

Ebtekar, on a visit to
the Gilan Province since
Friday, referred to the up-
ward trend of forest de-
struction in the coastal
province, adding that ste-
tistics as well as expert
studies point to the in-
sufficiency of re-
habilitation efforts to com-
pensate for desturction of

Ebtekar warns against
development
at environment’ s expense

forests which she referred to
asa"“God-given blessing.”

She enumerated dis
pension of city and industrial
wastes in the provincial rivers,
non-sanitary disposal of city
garbage as well as excessive
use of pesticides and chemical
fertilizers as major detriments
to the environment of Gilan.

Iran’s first woman vice-
president announced that Rls.
150 hillion is needed for full
implementation of the projects
amed at saving the prov-
ince's fragile environment.

On a more positive note,
Ebtekar predicted that es
tablishment of garbage re-
cycling plants and sanitary
disposal of garbage would

greatly reduce the mag-
nitude of threats to the del-
icate environment

She further called for
adhering to nationa and
international standards re-
garding the use of chem-
ica fertilizers and pes
ticides.

Meanwhile, the head
of Anzali’s Environmental
Research Center, Alireza
Mohammadvand, an-
nounced that annualy
more than one million li-
ters of pedticides and
86,000 tons of chemicals
as well as 23 million liters
of wastes are dispensed in
the coastal province's en-
vironment.

| nnovator employs clove
as anesthetic for fish

YASOUJ, Kohkilouyeh-
Boyerahmad - An Iranian ex-
pert in charge of Yasouyj
Shahid Motahari fish farm,
for the first timein the coun-
try successfully used powder
of clove flowers as an-
esthetic for trouts.

The Iranian innovator,
Yadollah  Mehrabi, told
IRNA that the natural an-
esthesia can replace the im-
ported chemica MS-222,
widely used to immobilize
trouts for the purpose of ex-
tracting roe.

Mehrabi further stated
that the effect of the natural
anesthetic  is directly pro-
potional to its concentration
as well as the weight of the

fish, adding that the natural
anesthetic has no adverse ef-
fects on humans or animals.

The imported chemical
costs DIrs 200-300 per kg,
while the clove flower pow-
der is available in herba
medicine stores at less than 2
percent of the cost, added the
expert.

The newly-invented sys-
tem has yielded 11,600,000
roe obtained from 4,723 piec-
es of fish in the last two
months.

Prior to this discovery,
Mehrabi  successfully ad-
ministered the out-of-season
farming of trouts through
doctoring the medium light.

Through the system, roe

Tehran, Damascus
discuss promotion
of economic ties

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Damascus Hojatoleslam
Mohammad Hassan Akhtari and Syrian Minister of Economy
and Foreign Trade Muhammad al-Imadi Monday explored av-
enues for expansion of economic cooperation.

The two sides reviewed a draft agreement on mutual in-
vestment and elimination of double taxation in order to boost

bilateral trade.

Iran’s Minister of Economic and Financial Affairs Hussein
Namazi is to visit Damascus next month to conclude economic

agreements.

Al-Imadi is the Syrian co-chairman of joint Iran-Syria com-
mittee for expansion of economic and trade cooperation.
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can be extracted from the fish
twice ayear, doubling the nat-
ural once-ayear production
of thefish.

The Yasouj fish farm with
75 pools and 20,000 fish is a
source of fish roe as well as
fingerlings for the farms
across the country.

The conic-shaped clove
trees are raised in Iran for
their  beautiful decorative
flowers.

Harvest of flowers from
the tree, standing 10-12 me-
ters high with ever green
leaves, starts when they are
10-year-old.

The blossoms are exposed
to sunlight for three days. The
dried flower is used as a fra-
grant in soaps, toothpaste and
mouth wash.

The dried flower has cus-
tomarily been used as herbal
medicine in Iran. Fur-
thermore, they are aso used
as pain killers for toothache
invillages.

ities, Alviri remarked, meas-
ures were being taken to de-
velop transit of goods from
the zone to the Central Asian
republics.

Meanwhile, to facilitate
ar traffic to Chabahar, a new
airport will be built beside the
present onein Konarak.

Kazakhstan
to change
composition
of crude ail
delivered
to Iran

TEHRAN - Deputy oail
minister for oil and gas in the
Caspian Sea said that Ka
zakhstan will change the com-
position of its crude oil de-
livery to Iran for transference
to the Persian Gulf.

Ali Mgjedi stated that Ka-
zakhstan was presently de-
livering a different composi-
tion of its crude oil to Iran
which would be continued up
to the end of the current
month. He said no additional
contract has been signed be-
tween the two countries for
the new delivery, adding that
only the type of the crude oil
has been changed, IRNA re-
ported. Implementation of the
contract for transfer of Ka
zakh crude oil via Iran which
started early last spring, was
halted on the grounds that the
crude contained high amounts
of mercaptan which could not
be processed at the Iranian re-
fineries. According to the
terms of contract, Kazakhstan
will transfer two to six mil-
lion tons of crude ail to Iran
annualy for a period of 10
years and Iran will deliver the
same amount to Kazakhstan's
customers in the Persian Gulf.

Sultan Qaboos
Invited to OIC
summit in
Tehran

TEHRAN - Iran's Am-
bassador to Muscat, Siyavosh
Zargar Yaqubi, offered on
Monday the invitation letter
of President Mohammad
Khatami of Iran to Sultan Qa-
boos bin Said, to attend the
summit of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) in Tehran in De
cember. In the meeting, Sul-
tan Qaboos wished for suc-
cess and prosperity of the
Iranian president and termed
the upcoming OIC summit in
Tehran as being significant
for the entire world of Islam.

He adso said that his
country is to be represented
at the summit at the highest
level. In conclusion, the two
sides exchanged views on
major international and re-
gional issues as well as mat-
ters of mutual interests.
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