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President stresses consolidation,
expansion of tieswith Africa

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Monday stated that
strengthening and broadening ties with African nations is of specia im-
portancein Iran’s foreign policy.

The president made the remark in a meeting with the outgoing Kenyan | N
Ambassador to Iran, Salim Juma, IRNA reported.

President Khatami stressed that consolidation and expansion of relations
between Iran and Kenya will contribute to peace and stability in the Middle
East and Asiaaswell astransfer of know-how and development.

The Kenyan ambassador assessed his mission in Iran as constructive and

termed relations between the two countries as satisfactory.

He said Kenya attached great importance to the expansion of relations

with Iran.

L eader
callsfor
promotion
of book
reading

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Kha-
menel here on Monday
underlined the need for
promoting the culture of
book-reading in the coun-
try and for facilitation of
book publication.

In a meeting on the
occasion of the book week
with Minister of Culture
and the Islamic Guidance
Ataollah Mohgerani and
officialsin charge of pub-
lishing books, the Leader
appreciated the work done
in this sector and rec-
ommended that the status
of book publication
should improve to keep
pace with the cultural
background and prestige
of the country, IRNA re-
ported.

Ayatollah  Khamenei
caled for speedy meas
ures to remove any ob-
stacles in the way of pub-
lishing useful books.

The Leader rec-
ommended that the num-
ber of books published on
various subjects should be
increased and people
from al walks of life
should have access to
their favorite books.

The Leader underlined
the need to supervise book
publication and said “this
does not mean imposing
restriction on scientists
and men of letter but rath-
er aims to prevent ethical
and mental banditry.”

The Leader said that
the officids in charge of
publishing books should
not alow certain books
that run counter to ethical
values to be published.

petrochemica

TEHRAN - The National
Petrochemical Company
(NPC) is pioneering develop-
ment for a share of the world
market, which Iran as the sec-
ond biggest oil exporter in the
Middle East warrants, says
Deputy Minister of Petroleum

Mohammad Reza Ne-
matzadeh.

The huge Dlrs 24 bn ex-
pansion program, en-

compassing 29 projects, isin
line with the new govern-
ment's emphasis on pet-
rochemicals and increase the
export of industrial products
as part of its policy to di-
versify the country’s econ-
omy, he said.

Speaking at a press con-
ference after outlining plans
at a one-day seminar in Lon-
don Monday, Nematzadeh
said “there was a big growth
in the petrochemicals market
and if we don't invest, we
will lose the opportunity,”
IRNA reported from London.

Iran, he said, was now
much better placed to raise its
share of the market with an
infrastructure established and
raw materials more econom-
icaly priced.

Not only should the Mid-
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Iran ready to stage joint maneuver
with Persian Gulf state

TEHRAN - Commander
of naval forces of the Iranian
Army Admiral Abbas Mohtaj
said here on Monday that
cooperation on a common

defence scheme with the
southern littoral states of the

Persian Gulf is a matter of
doctrinefor Iran.

Spesking to IRNA, the

admiral voiced Iran’s full
readiness to hold a joint ma-
neuver with Kuwait.

He said the Victory 8 war
games staged by the Iranian
navy in the Persian Gulf last
month had a message of
brotherhood and cooperation
on a common defence scheme
with the brotherly southern

Majlis speaker awards 19
authors of academic books

TEHRAN - Majlis Speak-
er Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri
here on Monday awarded 19
authors of books dealing with
academic subjects.

Speaking at a ceremony
attended by Minister of Cul-

ture and Islamic Guidance
Ataollah Mohgjerani and his

deputy Ahmad Masjed Jameli,
head of Academic Jihad Or-
ganization Rahmati, Nateq
Nouri gave guidelines on
promotion of book-reading.
On the importance of

books in the Islamic culture

and civilization, Nateq Nouri
said trandation of books on

maths, astrology, chemistry,
physics, literature and med-
icine from other languages
into Arabic had been prev-
aent since the advant of Is-
lam.

Offering a report on the
performance of his ministry,
Mohajerani  said Idam rec-
ommends research and stud-
ies. Elsewhere in his report,
Mohgjerani qouted a Muslim
nobel prize winner as saying
that he was proud to belong to
the Idlamic civilization whose
prophet freed Roman pris-
oners of war in exchange for
books on medicine.

4.5m tons of goods
exported, 40 pcrise
registered

ABADAN, Khuzestan - Some 4.5 million tons of goods
were exported through Iranian ports between March 21 and Oc-
tober 22 this year, Managing Director of the Ports and Shipping
Organization Mohammad Madad told IRNA here on Monday.

Madad said that export of goods in the said period showed
an eight percent growth compared to the corresponding period
last year. He said that import of goods, weighing 20 million
tons, in the said period showed a 28 percent rise compared to

last year’s figure.

Half a million tons of goods were transited

vialran between March 21 and October 22, registering a 40 per-
cent increase over similar period the preceding year.

NPC aims to capture share of

dle East as a whole raise its
capacity but Iran should have
“much more share’ than its
12 percent proportion in the

region, the deputy petroleum
minister said.

The seminar presented in-
vestment  opportunities in
Iran's petrochemical in-
dustries, with the launch of
the first 12 projects, three of
which are already being car-
ried out by local contractors.

Nematzadeh said that

plans were now to bring the
whole program forward to be

completed by 2010 and ex-
pressed confidence that it
could be accomplished in
time instead of its original 25-
year schedule.

mar ket

The projects had to be
speeded up because Iran was
aready wasting resources by
burning off surplus gases
from oil fields, he said. He
aso wanted the first two
phases finished by 2000 or
2001 to meet the price cycle
of petrochemicals reaching
its forecast peak.

The former minister of in-
dustries had no doubts that
both domestic and foreign
capital requirements, split ap-
proximately half each, would
be fulfilled without any prob-
lems. Various investment
schemes were available local-
ly, while negotiations with
potential foreign partners had
aready started, he said.

Flowers, plants export
fetch DIrs. 5m

TEHRAN - Some dirs 5
million worth of ornamental
plants and flowers were ex-
ported to international mar-
kets during the past Iranian
calendar year, ended March
20, 1997.

Abdolai Bashir A’zami,
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director general of center for
ornamental plants of the Ag-
riculture Ministry added that
export of agricultural prod-
ucts in the Iranian calendar
year 1400 was estimated to
fetch DIrs 8 billion, out of
which some Dirs 1 hillion
will be earned through ex-
ports of ornamental plants
and flowers.

Some 700 million stalks
of various kinds of flowers,
45 million flower plants, and
48 million trees and shrubs
are produced in the country
annually, he added.

A’zami stressed that only
some seeds and saplings are
currently imported to the
country.

In order to achieve the ob-
jectives of the country’s pro-
jects to reach the target for
the year 1400, more facilities
should be provided in the
plant and flower producing
sector, he concluded.

littoral states of the Persian
Gulf.

Asked about a recent call
by the Kuwaiti defence min-
ister for holding a joint naval
war game with Iran, Mohtgj
said that Iran’s defence pol-
icy is based on cooperation
with all Islamic states, par-
ticularly with the Persian Gulf
littoral states.

He said, “we regard the
cal by the Kuwaiti minister
of defence as a response to
Iran’s friendly initiatives on
forming a new security ar-
rangement in the Persian Gulf
without presence of any ex-

ternal forces. No doubt that
Iran’stransparent stand in this
respect and practical steps to
be taken by the southern lit-
toral states of the Persian
Gulf would open a new chap-
ter.”

He expressed Iran’s readi-
ness to hold joint military ex-
ercises with the Persian Gulf
states and said peace and sta-
bility in the strategic region
of the Persian Gulf would be
restored by the regiona states
on the basis of common inter-
ests and reliance on defence
capability of regional coun-
tries.

Symposium on
dialogue between
|slam and Orthodoxy
In Athens

TEHRAN- The fourth international symposium on di-
alogue between Islam and Orthodox Christianity begins
in Athens on Wednesday 12 November.

Announcing the program of the 2-day symposium in
a press conference Monday, Professor Evangelos Mout-
sopoulos, president of the Greek-Iranian friendship as-
sociation, said the topic of the symposium will be “fami-
ly and family values in the Mudim and Christian
Orthodox world,” IRNA reported from Athens.

Moutsopoulos, a renowned Greek professor of phi-
losophy, said the main aim of the I1slam-Orthodoxy sym-
posiums was to promote religious understanding between
the Christian and Muslim peoples.

He said 12 leading schloars and intellectuals from the
Islamic Republic and 12 from Greece will participate in
the conference to be held at the University of Athens.

Christos Voulgaris, dean of the theology school of
Athens, noted that although Greek-Iranian relations were
very good, there was a gap of intellectual contacts be-
tween Greece and Iran which will befilled by the ISlam-

Orthodoxy dialogue.

Speaking at the press conference held at the Foreign
Press Association of Greece, Voulgaris called for the es-
tablishment of a Greek-Iranian friendhsip society also in

Tehran.

The symposium is organised by the Greek-Iranian
friendship association in cooperation with the Iranian
cultural center in Athens and sponsored by the Greek

Ministry of Culture.

Gholamreza NoorM ohammadan, Iran’s cultural coun-
sellor to Greece, told the press that the Islam-Orthodoxy
symposium was an event of great significance which
would help in overcoming misunderstandings about Is-
lam prevalent in the West since the crusades.

He said among lranian scholars and thinkers par-

ticipating

in the Athens symposium include Ayatollah

Mohammed Khamenei, brother of the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution, Ayatollah Sadiqi, two lady professors
from Tehran University, and other leading intellectuals.
Noor-Mohammadan expressed his profound thanks to
the Greek Culture Ministry and to professors Mout-

sopoulos and Mitsakis, vice-president

of the Greek-

Iranian friendship association, for their effortsin organ-

ising the conference.

He also recalled to memory the efforts of the late An-
tonis Tritsis, mayor of Athens and the first president of
the Greek-lranian friendship association, in promoting
Greek-Iranian cultural relations.

The first conference on “lslam-Orthodoxy” was held
in Athens in 1990, the second in Athensin 1992 and the

third in Tehranin 1995.

Iran successfully completes
gas distribution project
In Sudan

TEHRAN - A gas storage
and distribution project car-
ried out by Iran’s ‘Iran-Gas
firm was inaugurated in Khar-
toum on Saturday by Sudan’s
Minister of Energy and Min-
ing, E. Ahmad, in a ceremony
also attended by the Iranian
Foreign  Ministry  advisor
Hossein Sheikholeslam.

Expressing  satisfaction
over the completion of the
joint project, the Sudanese
minister stated that Sudan
welcomes Iranian investments
in both private and public sec-
tors.

Stating that the Islamic
Republic of Iran is keen on
investing in Muslim coun-
tries, the lranian officia re-
ferred to the inauguration of
the project as a befitting re-

1,374 pieces of artifacts
seized In Kurdestan

SANANDAJ, Kurdestan -
1,374 pieces of artifacts be-
longing to different historical
periods were discovered in
this western province last
week, announced the Director
Genera of the provincial Cul-
tural Heritage Organization
Abdulreza  Mohgjeri-Negjad
here Monday.

He told IRNA that these

items included 1,354 silver,
gold, copper coin, and ad-
miralty metal coins and also
several pieces of earrings,
necklaces and beads be-
longing to the Sassanids, Is-
lamic and Qajar periods.

He also added that the In-
formation Ministry seized
these artifacts from smugglers
and unauthorized excavators.

sponse to the economic sanc-
tions just recently announced
by the U.S. administration
against Sudan.

He predicted that the U.S.
sanctions would definitely
fail, just as those against Iran
faced defeat.

The project is designed to
supply 40 percent of the Su-
danese natural gas needs, es-
timated at 2,500 tons.

First
vice-president
congratulates

new Polish
prime minister

TEHRAN - Iran's First
Vice-President, Hassan Ha
bibi, cabled a message on
Monday to the new Polish
Prime Miminster Jerzy Buzek
congratulating him on his ap-
pointment to the post. In his
message, Habibi expressed
hope that with efforts of Ira-
nian and Polish officials, tra-
ditional relations between the
two countries would further
expand in political, economic
and cultural aress.

Kuwalt for broader cooperation with

TEHRAN -  Kuwaiti
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah
as-Salim as-Sabah on Tues-
day called for further ex-
change of political delega
tions between Iran and
Kuwait and for strengthening
of the atmosphere of friend-
ship in theregion.

As-Sabah, meeting with
the visiting Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi said
that as an important country
of the region, the IsSlamic Re-
public of Iran can play a
greater role in the region and
expand its relations with Ku-
wait, IRNA reported.

He said that his country is
ready to have any kind of
cooperation  withlran at bi-

lateral, regional and inter-
national levels.
Kharrazi for his part,

cdled for cooperation be-
tween Iran and Kuwait for
freedom of their remaining
prisoners of war who are still
held in Iragi prisons.

Calling relations between
Tehran and Kuwait as “am-
icable’, Kharrazi said that
Iran is against any kind of ag-
gression on Kuwait as was
evident Iraq’sinvasion of Ku-
wait.

In related news, Sheikh
Jaber a-Ahmad as-Sabah,
Emir of Kuwait Tuesday
praised measures taken by
Iran’s President Mohammad
Khatami to expand coop-
eration in the region and the
world of Islam and called for
promotion of Tehran-Kuwait
ties.

He told Kharrazi that
cooperation and  under-
standing among the Persian
Gulf countries is the key to
solidarity among regional
countries and the prevention
of foreign intervention.

He expressed hope that
the summit of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Conference
(OIC) to be held in Tehran
december 9-11 would bear
fruitful results for the world
of Islam.

It is high time that prac-
tical ways should be found to
boost cooperation in the Per-
sian Gulf region and divert
military expenses towards ec-
onomic flourishment of the
region.

Meanwhile, The Kuwaiti
Foreign Minister, Sheikh Sa-
bah a-Ahmad a-Jaber as
Sabah, said Tuesday that se-
curity cooperation between
Iran and Kuwait and Iran and
the members of the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council
(PGCC) is one of the mgjor
topics to be discussed with
the Iranian delegation.

Hetold IRNA that expan-
sion of bilateral relations be-
tween Iran and Kuwait will

broaden regional cooperation.

Al-Jaber as-Sabah who is
also first deputy prime min-
ister, added that the 8th sum-
mit meet of the Organiztion
of the Idamic Conference
(OIC in Tehran is another
topic of discussion.

He said that Tehran con-
ference can pave the way for
the settlement of problems of
the Islamic world, adding that
for this same reason the con-
ference is highly important
for Kuwait.

He also expressed hope
that the Amir of Kuwait will
lead the Kuwaiti delegation to
Tehran.

The Kuwaiti foreign min-
ister made the remarks after
welcoming his Iranian coun-
terpart Kamal Kharrazi.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister and his delegation ar-
rived in Kuwait on Tuesday
morning following a visit to
Saudi Arabia

While in Riyadh, Khar-
razi had a meeting with Saudi
Foreign  Minister  Prince
Sa ud al-Faisal who said that
he would maintain regular
consultation with the Iranian
foreign minister to ensure that
the upcoming OIC summit in
Tehran would be a success.

The foreign ministers of
Iran and Saudi Arabia, in
their meeting on Monday,
also reviewed the ways and
means for further improving
relations between the two
countries and exchanging reg-
ualr delegates, IRNA reported
from Riyadh.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister recommended that OIC
play a more significant role
internationally based on a
closer solidarity between its
members.

Kharrazi said that the
common enemies of Muslim
nations have designs on the
Persian Gulf. He said the Per-
sian Gulf states have ample
resources to fall back on for
their own national develop-
ment and economic prosper-
ity.

He said the Zionist re-
gime is the main source of all
the problems &fflicing the
Middle East, and observed
that the principle purpose of
that regime is to build up mil-
itarily and at the same time
undermine the solidarity of
the Muslim states.

The foreign ministers of
Iran and Saudi Arabia voiced
identical conviction on the
parts of their respective coun-
tries that the Zionist regime is
out to divide Muslim nations
and lead the present regional
tension to a climax.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter his meeting with Kharrazi,
the Saudi foreign minister
thanked Iranian President

Assyrian cemetery
discovered in Kurdestan

SANANDAJ, Kurdestan - A cemetery belonging to the As-
syrian period was discovered in Oramanat Takht-e Kalam re-
gion, in thiswestern province, Sunday, said Director General for
the provicia Cultural Heritage Organization, Abdulreza Mo-

hajeri-Nejad.

He told IRNA Monday that severa skeletons and earth-
enware dishes have been found in the cemetery.

Burying decorative dishes along with the dead was cus-
tomary during the time of the Assyrians, he said.

Stone tablets showing Assyrian soldiers on horses are aso
part of the latest discovery, he said.

Oramanat is an ancient area in Kurdestan dating back to the

third milleniaB.C.

Birdsfrom [ran, Irag
flock world’s second lar gest
bird sanctuary

TEHRAN - With the the
onset of winter in India, tens
of thousands of migratory
birds have dtarted arriving
from lIran, lraq Siberia and
Central Europe at the Nalban
bird sanctuary, the world's
second largest, in the eastern
Indian state of Orissa.

Spread over 15.5 sguare
km, this bird sanctuary will
remain the most sought after
winter abode of these birds
for the next five months,
IRNA reported from New
Delhi. According to wild life
experts here, this year the
birds have arrived two weeks
ahead in the wake of dis
turbances and scarcity of food
in their native places men-
tioned-above.

With the core area still
under two to three-feet water,
the migratory birds have tak-
en shelter on the artificia
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mounds inside the sanctuary,
constructed by the wildlife
experts. With different grass-
es grown inside it, the Nalban
sanctuary provides ample
sources of food for the mi-
gratory birds.

Nature aso helps the
sanctuary grow and produce
safe beds for migratory birds

to lay eggs.

Iranian movie awarded first prize
at Japan Intl. film festival

TEHRAN - The Iranian movie “A Passenger from the South” directed by
Parviz Shahbazi won the first prize of Japan’s international film festival, it
was announced in Tokyo on Monday.

According to a decision taken by the festival’s jury, announced in the clos-
ing ceremony of the festival, amovie from Norway and another from the U.S.
were chosen second and third respectively, IRNA reported from Tokyo.

Some 290 movies from 43 countries had taken part at Japan’'s 10th inter-
national film festival. Other two Iranian entries “The Taste of Cherries’ by
Abbas Kiarostami and “Mirror” by Jafar Panahi were also screened in the fes-
tival. The festival opened on November 1st in Tokyo with tens of artists and
film critics from around the world participating.

Abbas Kiarostami aong with four other world famous directors were
members of the jury.

[l

Mohammad Khatami  for
sending messages of friend-
ship to the Arab states of the
region shortly after his com-

ing to office.
Faisal said the move in-
dicates the gpeciad sig-

nificance attached by Iran to
bilateral and multilateral ties.
He said “our response is that
thisisareciprocal will.”

He said the most im-
portant issue discussed by
him and his Iranian counter-
part was the 8th summit of
the Organization of Islamic
Conference (OIC), to be held
in Tehran from December 4-
11.

Saying the summit would
serve the causes of the Mus-
lim world, Faisa added the
summit meet would lead to
fruitful  coopration among
Mudlim states and show the
real image of Islam to world
nations.

He underlined that his
country would continue her
talks with Iran in order to en-
sure the success of the Tehran
summit in  solving the prob-
lems of the Muslim world.

He expressed hope that
Kharrazi’s visit to Saudi Ara-
biawould result in further ex-
pansion of relations between
Tehran and Riyadh and in
consolidating the foundations
of mutual understanding and
cooperation.

The Saudi foreign min-
ister, saying that the two
countries attach importance
to regional cooperation, noted
that further cooperation be-
tween the two countries
would have a positive impact
on regional cooperation.

Asked on ways of con-
fronting plots of arrogant
powers within the framework
of the OIC, Faisal said that
unity of Muslim states is the
best way of countering any
plot and the OIC is the in-
dtitution that can unite all
Muslim countries.

In a press conferencein
Riyadh  Monday, Kharrazi
said Iran does not see any rea
son why the U.S. should at-
tack Irag, but added also that
the Iragi government, too,
must comply with the U.N.
resolutions.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister said in response to ques-
tions posed to him by re-
porters:

“Security cooperation be-
tween Iran and the regiona
countries is an important
long-term goal of Iran which
will take effect once mutual
trust between the regiona
(Persian Gulf) is strength-
ened. Once there is an a-
moshpere of mutual trust be-
tween the regional countries
without their feeling a need
for the presence in the Persian
Gulf of foreign troops, they
will then spend their re-
sources for their own  na
tiona economic development
rather than on military hard-
ware.

“Mutual understanding
between Iran and the United
Arab Emiratesis also possible
in an atmosphere of trust. We
are confident that the issues
between Iran and UAE will
be resolved by good will talks
between the two nations.

“We (Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia) have arrived at a mutual
understanding and share the
opinion that the two countries
should get closer together.

“The problems of the re-
gion are varied and many
which would first have to be
identified unmistakenly. We
are now proceeding with our
efforts to identify and pin-
point those issues.”

The Iranian foreign min-
ister said that in his talks with
his Saudi counterpart Prince
Faisal, both had agreed that
they shared identical judge-
ments in relation to many
common issues, and that both
countries are keen to develop
their relations.

Kharrazi said progress to
a sdf-sufficient security sys-
tem with the Persian Gulf
states might entail two phas-
es, Irag joining the Persian
Gulf states at phase two.
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