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Bruneian king invited
to OIC summit in Tehran

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Brunei, Javad Ansari, met with Brunei’s

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah in Bandar Seri Begawan on Tuesday and sum- | N

mited him the invitation letter of Iran’s President Mohammad Khatami to at-

tend the OIC summit meet in Tehran, December 5-10.

In the meeting, Sultan Bolkiah said that the OIC summit in Tehran would
be the best opportunity for resolving the issues gripping the Muslim world,

IRNA reported.

Expressing hope that the summit would be a success, he said his country
would do its best to have avery active presence in the OIC summit and be rep-

resented at the highest level.

IMF to pay
Specia
attention
tolran’s

trade
policy in
Its report

TEHRAN - Head of a
visiting delegation from
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Antonio For-
tado said here on Tuesday
that the IMF will pay spe-
cia attention to Iran’s
trade policy in its annua
report this year.

In a meeting with Dep-
uty Minister of Commerce
for Planning Mohammad
Nahavandian, Fortado ex-
pressed satisfaction with
Iran’s success in har-
nessing the inflation and
repaying its foreign debts,
IRNA reported.

The IMF delegation is
visiting Iran to provide an
annual report on lran’'s ec-
onomic situation.

Nahavandian offered
an explanation on Iranian
economic policy and the
programs pursued by the
ministries and organiza-
tions dealing with econom-
ic issues.

Nahavandian also ex-
plained Iranian govern-
ment’'s program on pay-
ment of subsidies for the
vulnerable strata of the so-
ciety and forging a balance
on the imports and exports
and promoting non-oil ex-
ports.

On lran's trade re-
lations with the outside
world, Nahavandian said
Iran enjoys trade relations
with other countries to the
extent that the U.S. sanc-
tions against Iran are
doomed to failure.

TEHRAN - Foreign min-
isters of Iran and Bahrain
stressed on Wednesday that
the two countries are to pro-
mote bilateral political, ec-
onomic and trade relations.

Bhraini Foreign Minister
Sheikh Muhammad bin Mu-
barak bin Hamad a-Khalifa
told IRNA that besides pro-
moting political relations with
Iran, Bahrain intends to ex-
plore avenues for expansion
of bilateral economic and
trade cooperation by de
spatching an economic del-
egation to Tehran.

Bahrain is of the opinion
that the message of President
Mohammad Khatami to Arab
states of the region indicates
Iran’s resolve to consolidate
ties and cooperation, he re-
iterated.

Turning to the summit of
the Organization of the Islam-
ic Conference (OIC), he said
Islamic countries can resolve
problems of the world of Is-
lam through consultations
within the framework of OIC.

Iran’s foreign minister
Kamal Kharrazi termed the
Iranian delegation’s visit to
Bahrain as successful and
said it opens a new chapter in
Tehran-Manamarties.

Turning to  Tehran-
Manama decision to upgrade
diplomatic relations to am-
bassadorial level, Kharrazi
said Iran believes that bi-
lateral political, economic and
cultura relations are of vita
importance to the future of
the region.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister expressed hope that Bah-
rain will attend the OIC sum-
mit at the highest level.

A positive and suitable at-
mosphere has been created in
the region and time is ripe for
the expansion of cooperation
between Iran and regiona
countries, Kharrazi added.

Meanwhile, Bahraini min-
ister of State for Cabinet Af-
fairs, Muhammad lbrahim
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| ran, Bahrain to boost
bilateral relations

Mutawa termed the visit to
Manama of the Iranian for-
eign minister as a sign of the
two countries' good-will and
resolveto improveties.

He expressed hope that
the OIC summit in Tehran
would contribute to coop-
eration between Islamic na
tions and governments.

On the presence of for-
eign forces in the region, Mu-
tawa this was due to the
chaotic atmosphere and in-
stability which came into ex-
istence in the region fol-
lowing the Irag-lran and Irag-
Kuwait wars.

He stressed that regiona
countries should look for
practicd means to create a
better atmosphere for coop-
eration and encouragement
of economic projects because
this will remove the need for
the presence of foreign forces
in the region.On military ex-
penditures of the Persian Gulf
countries, he said Bahrain be-
lieves that all the resources of
the region must be used for
economic and human de-
velopment. However, he said,
the conditions in the region
necessitate purchase of arms.

Building reciprocal con-

fidence and establishing re-
gional cooperation will help
cut down militaay ex-
penditures and will ultimately
lead to the development of
the region, he concluded.

Kharrazi on the fifth leg
of his tour of several Arab
countries arrived in Doha,
Qatar, Wednesday and was
welcomed by Qatari Foreign
minister Sheikh Hamad bin
Jassim bin Jaber a-Thani.

Kharrazi and his entour-
agein their short stay in Doha
will confer with the Qatari
Crown Prince and foreign
minister.

lran’ s petrochemical expansion
‘ambitious but realistic’

TEHRAN - Having suc-
cessfully supplied the de
mands of the domestic market
by import substitution, the
National Petroleum Company
has adopted a policy of export
promotion, Iran’s Deputy Oil
Minister Mohammad Reza
Nematzadeh told an industry
conference in London.

A long-term strategic de-
velopment program had been
formulated to increase NPC's
annual production capacity by
30 million tons to over 40m,
of which 60 percent will be
marketable products for ex-
port, IRNA quoted him as
saying.

It was, Nematzadeh said,
an “ambitious yet redlistic”
expansion plan embarked
upon, requiring an estimated
investment of DIrs 12 bn in
foreign currency plus an
equivalent amount in local
currency. The aim was in line
with diversifying the coun-
try’s economy.

Iran was obliged to utilize
its vast natural resources to
fulfil global needs, he said.
The country had excellent po-
tential to supply future pet-

Conference on “lslam-Orthodoxy
dialog” beginsin Athens

TEHRAN - A conference
to promote understanding be-
tween Christians and Mus-
lims, caled the didog be-
tween Islam and Orthodox
Christianity, began in Athens
Wednesday with the par-
ticipation of scholars and in-
tellectuals from Greece and
Iran.

The 2-day conference
opened with a brief speech by
Ayatollah Seyed Mohammad
Khamenei, brother of the
Leader of the ISamic Revolu-
tion, who on behalf of the Ira-
nian delegation thanked the
organizers of the symposium,
especialy the Greek side for
their warm hospitaltiy, IRNA
reported from Athens.

The conference on “di-
alog between Islam and Or-
thodox Christiantiy” was in-
itiated in 1990 as aresult of a
joint initiative by the Greek-
Iranian friendship association
and the Iranian Cultural Cen-
ter in Athens.

Genera Secretary of the
Greek Foreign Ministry, File-
lon, in his welcome speech

noted that greece has de-
veloped close ties with Iran
during the last few years.

He congratulated the or-
ganizers for this “important
event” that would deepen ac-
ademic ties between Athens
and Tehran.

Filelon stressed that both
Greece and Iran are two coun-
tries which have contributed
greatly to the world civiliza-
tion and that today Iran is an
important factor for main-
taining stability in the region.

The fourth Islam-
Orthodoxy symposium will
focus on family and family
values in Islam and Orthdox
Christiantiy.

Iran’s Charge d'Affaires
in Greece, Behnam Bourlour-
ian, welcomed the par-
ticipants to the conference
which he said was of utmost
significance to inform the
people of the lofty message of
religious faith.

He underlined the pivotal
role played by Greece in the
European Union and in the
Bakans and noted that
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Greece and Iran were pro-
moting regional economic
and political cooperation.

Meanwile, Gholamreza
Noormohammadan, Iran’s
cultural counsellor to Greece,
said the past three confer-
ences have proved that re-
ligions teachings can es
tablish a base of
understanding between the
followers of different re-
ligions.

He said the result of the
continuing dialog would con-
tribute to promoting friendh-
sip between the two peoples
of Greece and Iran.

rochemical demand, having
the three essentiad re

quirements, namely feed-
stock, markets and infra
structure.

The deputy minister, who
is also president of NPC, was
addressing this week’'s pet-
rochemical industry confer-
ence held annually by the Fi-
nancial Times with
worldwide participation.

It follows details of Iran’s
strategic program being for-
mally launched at the same
London location on Monday,
when it was announced that
the original 25-year timescale
for the five phases of projects
had been shortened to be
completed by 2010.

Nematzadeh illustrated
that the 15 countries of the
Middle East, including Iran,

were lagging far behind the
rest of the world in basic pet-
rochemicals production, ac-
counting for only 3.7 percent
of globa capacity in 1995
compared with its domination
of crude oail.In the case of
Iran, he said, the petrochem-
icals industry currently con-
stituted only 1.3 percent of
the country’s total GDP, but
that this would nearly treble
with the completion of the
program.The deputy oil min-
ister said that the value added
sharein Iran’s industry of 8.3
percent would also rise to an
estimated 14.3 percent.

He announced that a fur-
ther conference on investment
in the petrochemicals industry
would held in Iran next year,
with detail to be released at a
later date.

Malaysia, Iran to estatlish
commodity distribution center

TEHRAN - Iran and Ma-
laysia will cooperate to es-
tablish a commodity distrib-
tion center in the Specia
Economic Zone (SEZ) of
Shahid Rajaei  port, an-
nounced Malaysan Am-
bassador to Tehran  Mo-
hammad Khalis in meeting
with the Iranian Minister of

Transport Mahmoud Hojati
on Tuesday.
The Malaysan am-

bassador said that his country
is ready to expand relations
with Iran in land, air and sea
transportaion and called Iran
“the gateway to Centra
Asia” Khalis added that the
center will be established af-
ter the Malaysian minister of
transport inspects Iran’ s trans-
portaion network, Mashhad-
Sarakhs-Tagjan rail road, and
Shahid Rajaie port.

He also expressed the
hope that Tehran-Kaula Lum-
pur land, air and sea coop-

eration will be expanded and
added both countries should
strive  to increase coop-
eration in areas of transit of
goods to the regional coun-
tries and other destinations.

Khales, in a separate
meeting with Minister of
Post, Telegraph and Tele-
phone Mohammad Reza
Aref, called for expansion of
bilateral cooperation in the
areas of telecommunication.

The Iranian minister ex-
pressed Iran’s readiness for
expansion of mutual coop-
eration with the Islamic and
neighbouring countries.

He said that his ministry
is ready to cooperate at vari-
ous levels for exchange of
communications information
and despatch of experts, and
to contribute to the projects
now being implemented in
the Islamic and neighboring
countries.

Iran denies purchasing atomic power plant
equipment from Austria

TEHRAN - Iran’s Atomic
Energy Organization (IAEO)
has denied the sales of equip-
ment for atomic power plant
by Austria to Iran and an-
nounced that IAEO officials
have no information on the
deals between Austrian atom-
ic power plant equipment and
the Russian company.

A deputy director of the
IAEO atomic power plant,
Asadollah Sabouri added that
the equipment for the power
plant claimed to have been
purchased from Austria
through a Russian company
can under no circumstances
be used for the Bushehr atom-
ic power plant.

A German publication
‘Die Stern’ in its recent issue
claimed that an Austrian com-
pany intended to sell parts of
the Zwentendorf atomic pow-
er plant to a Russian com-
pany. The Russian company,
which has signed a contract
with Iran, plans to use these
parts for the completion of
the Bushehr atomic power
plantin Iran, it added.

The head of the Austrian
company, |.D.P.C., Michael
Machura also denied the re-
port and said that the equip-
ment and machineries for the
Zwentendorf atomic power
plant is not compatible for the
Bushehr plant.

He added that the equip-
ment has been sold to ‘Mos-
energomontash’ company,
which is state owned and is
responsible for meeting the
requirements of its sub-
sidiaries.

The head of the I.P.D.C.
said that the equipment dates

back to 1969. As the equip-
ment is old and worn out, it
cannot at all be used at the
Bushehr atomic power plant,
which is currently under con-
struction.

The official added that the
Bushehr power plant is under
the direct supervision of the
experts of the International
Atomic  Energy  Agency
(IAEA). Any installation of
equipment from Austrian
power plant cannot be con-
cealed from |AEA experts.

Machura said the main
equipment from the Zwen-
tendorf power plant, in-
cluding its main generator
and other magjor parts, was
purchased previously by Ger-
many and only parts like the
valves and other minor ac-
cessories have remained.

The Russian company
will use the parts purchased
to perform repair and renova-
tion operations on its own old
atomic power plants, said Ma-
chura.

He mentioned that the
parts which the magazine re-
ferred to as control systems
are only minor spare parts
which are freely available in
the world market.

Meanwhile the spokes-
man for the IAEO announced
that the claims on the sale of
parts from the Zwentendorf
atomic power plant in Aus-
tria to Iran or Russia has not
been included within the
framework of nuclear agree-
ments and is therefore not re-
lated to the IAEA.

The head of the IAEA,
Hans Blix told IRNA in Vien-
na that the fuel rods of this

power plant were sold ten
years ago under IAEA super-
vision in accordance with in-
ternational regulations. At
present there are no sensitive
components at the atomic
power plant which has to be
supervised by the IAEA.

The Zwentendorf atomic
power plant was constructed
at a cost of 10 hillion Aus-
trian schillings (Dlrs one hil-
lion) but was not put into op-
eration due to opposition by a
majority of Austriansin aref-
erendum in 1978.

Iran’s sugar production
on upward swing

MAHABAD West Azar-
baijan - The sugar output of
Iran’s Piranshahr factory dur-
ing the current lranian year
(ends March 20, 1998) would
exceed 26,000 tons, stated the
Managing Director of the fac-
tory, Kavous Maleki, here on
Tuesday.

Maleki further stated that
the factory’s sugar production
this year registers a 40 per-
cent increase over that of last
year, adding that some RIs.
25 billion has been allocated
for purchasing 200,000 tons
of beetroot from the farmers
in the region this year.

The factory has had
20,000 hectares of land in cit-
ies of Mahabad, Nagadeh,
Oshnaviyeh and Piranshahr
under cultivation of beetroot
thisyear.

A new Iran Alr flight route
to Dhakavia Dubal

TEHRAN - On the occasion of the birth anniversary of Imam Ali (as),
the first Imam of the Household of Prophet (peace be upon him) which falls
on Friday November 14, Iran Air will inaugurate a new international flight
route to Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh.

According to areport by Iran Air, the regular flights will be on Saturdays
on Tehran-Dubai-Dhaka direction and return flights on Sundays on Dhaka-
Dubai-Tehran route.

Tehran, Baku review
expansion of economic ties

TEHRAN - Iran and the
Republic of Azerbaijan Tues-
day explored fresh avenues for
the expansion of economic
and trade relations between
the two countries.

Deputy Chairman of the
Azeri National Assembly, Ya
shar Aliyev and Iranian Am-
bassador in Baku Alireza
Bigdeli also discussed the
agenda for the forthcoming
session of joint economic-
trade commission.

Yashar Aliyev, who is
aso the Azeri head of the
commission, expressed the
hope that the meeting, slated
for November 17-20, could
find new opportunities for fur-
ther promotion of Tehran-
Baku ties.

Iranian Minister of Coop-
eratives Morteza Haji, who is
the Iranian chairman of the
commission, will leave for
Baku next Monday.

Matters of mutual interest
in such fidds as ftrans

Zagreb
favors
al-out
cooperation
with
Tehran

TEHRAN - The visiting
Deputy Foreign Minister of
Croatia Ivo Senader Tues-
day voiced Zagreb's will-
ingness to boost all-out
cooperation with Tehran.

He told Iran’'s Deputy
Foreign Minister for Euro-
American Affairs Morteza
Sarmadi that as Iran and
Croatia are located in very
sengitive and important re-
gions, consultations be-
tween the two countries
have assumed an even great-
er importance.

Senader, spoke of the
latest developments in the
Bakans and said that Za-
greb will strive to terminate
the mission of the inter-
national forces stationed in
Croatia.

On the importance of
the summit of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) to be held in
Tehran, he welcomed the
invitation extended to Croa-
tiato attend the meeting asa
guest and termed it as im-
portant.

Sarmadi said Iran has al-
ways paid specia attention
to the Bakans and has
played an active role in
countering aggression and
defending the legitimate
rights of the people in the
region without imposing its
views.

Noting the complexity
of the situation in the Bal-
kans, he reminded al the
Balkan countries of the ne-
cessity for peaceful coop-
eration and coexistence with
each other.

Meanwhile, Senader in

a separate meeting with
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Eonomic Affairs, Mahmoud
Vaezi, told him that the
third session of Iran-Croatia
joint economic commission
will have a positive impact
on expansion of Tehran-
Zagreb cooperation.

He pointed out that
agreements on elimination
of double taxation and pro-
motion of joint investment
can serve as the basis for
Tehran-Zagreb cooperation.

The Croatian deputy
foreign minister aso said
that holding of exclusive
fairs will promote commod-
ities of the two countries as
well as their economic po-
tentials.

Vaezi welcomed Croa
tian proposal on holding
meetings to strengthen bi-
lateral economic relations.

Stressing expansion of
Tehran-Zagreb ~ economic
and industria cooperation,
the two sides discussed vari-
ous fields of cooperation in-
cluding shipbuilding, pur-
chasing and  reparing
locomotives and wagons,
using ports facilities and
holding of exclusive exhibi-
tions.
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portation, agriculture, tele-
communications and com-
merce will be discussed by
the two sides.

Iran and Azerbaijan will
review the progress of agree-
ments already reached be-
tween two countries in an ef-
fort to find solution to the
present bottlenecks hindering
implementation of the con-
tracts.

Iran is the largest trading
partner of the Republic of
Azerbaijan. Iran's exports to
Azerbaijan officially stands at
Dirs 60 million annualy
while another DIrs 40 million
worth of goods is being ex-
ported to the republic through
border trade exchanges.

Azerbaijan’'s yearly ex-
port to Iran, mainly gas oil,
amounts to about Dlrs 240
million.

In related news, an Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry official
for lega affairs on Tuesday
deplored the action taken by
the Azerbaijan Republic on

unilateral exploitation of the
Caspian Searesources.

He said the Azerbaijan
Republic’s unilateral measure
would bring chaos and dis-
cord to the Caspian Sea, said
an IRNA report.

The Azerbaijan Republic
was expected to formaly in-
augurate exploration opera
tion at ‘Cheragh’ area in the
Caspian Seayesterday.

The Iranian officia said
the conseguences of such a
measure would trigger an ad-
verse repercussion in other lit-
toral states of the Caspian
Sea

He added that besides
staining the spirit of regional
cooperation, it would hurt the
feeling of shared re
sponsibilities thus jeopordize
fair exploration of the re-
sources, development of nat-
ural resources and the pro-
tection and preservation of
the environment in the area.

The Iranian official then
pointed out “any unilateral

Turkmenistan
to participate actively
In West Asian games
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TEHRAND - Turkmenistan's Sports Minister, Mo-
hammad Annayev announced that his country will send a
220-strong team in various categories to the first West Asia
gamesin Tehran, from November 19-28.

In a meeting with the Iranian Ambassador to Turkmeni-
stan, Mehdi Mir-abutalebi, the Turkmen minister said that his
country will actively participate in the West Asia games and
the Islamic countries women'’s solidarity games which are to

be held separately in Tehran.

On the progress made by Iran in sports, he said that in
visits to Iran he witnessed that ideal sports fecilities were

available.

The two sides exchanged views on various issues related
to sports. The Iranian ambassador announced readiness to
provide facilities for Turkmen sportsmen to participate in the

West Asia games.

UNHCR, Iran open discussion
on repatriation of Afghan refugees

TEHRAN - Director General of the Interior Ministry’s de-
partment for foreign nationals Hassan-Ali Ebrahimi and the of-
ficias of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) here on Tuesday opened a two-day discussion on
waysto voluntarily repatriate Afghan refugees living in Iran.

Ebrahimi said never has the Islamic Republic of Iran under
hardest conditions withheld any kind of assistance to the Af-

ghan refugees, IRNA reported.

He said the meeting aimed to study ways to ensure a bright
prospect for the refugees and their home country.

“We believe that the Afghan refugees had better return to
their home country and center their efforts on reconstruction of

their

country,” Ebrahimi said.

He expressed hope that the international organizations
would work to find a solution to the problem of Afghan ref-
ugees living in Iran. Head of Tehran-based UNHCR office
Pierre Bertrand appreciated the special attention being paid by
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the foreign refugees.

He said the UNHCR is determined to find a basic solution
to the problem of Afghan refugeeslivingin Iran.

The head of Kabul-based UNHCR office Srimka Vijratne
who was also meeting praised the generosity of the Iranian gov-
ernment and nation in hosting the foreign refugees and termed
Iran asamodel country in this respect.

Vijratne hoped that cooperation between Iran and the Unit-
ed Nations would facilitate repatriation of the Afghan refugees

living in Iran.
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