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Magjlis allows foreign companies
toreg

TEHRAN - The Iranian Parliament (Majlis) approved the bill alowing

foreign firmsto register in Iran.

According to the new approval, foreign companies which are being con-

Ister in lran

sidered as legal entities in their country of registration, can register their over- | N

seas branches or representative offices in Iran within the framework of the Is-
lamic Republic regulations. However, the authorization is subject to reciprocal
arrangements  with their respective countries, allowing Iranian firms to have
representation in those countries. The executive circular pertaining to the en-
forcement of the law will be forwarded by the Ministry of Finance and Ec-

onomic Affairs to the cabinet ministers for final approval.

The bill was approved in the second sitting of the Majlis session Wednes-

day, presided over by Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri.

ETTELA'AT

T E R N A

T I O N

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

A L

Leadétrengtheni ng armed forces
most pressing need of nation

TEHRAN - The Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei, here on
Wednesday highlighted the
importance of strengthening
the country’s armed forces,
caling it one of the most
pressing needs of the nation.

Speaking at the gradua
tion ceremony at Imam Ali
(as) officers college, Ay-
atollah Khamenei furhter un-
derscored the importance of
vision and faith as underlying
factors helping the strength
and efficiency of the armed
forces, IRNA reported.

“The (Iragi) imposed war
and many conspiracies before
and after it along with various
antagonistic measures by the
enemies of Islam have con-
vinced the Iranian nation and
its government that the

Khatami:

strengthening of the country’s
armed forces is the most
pressing of necessities,” stat-
ed the Leader.

The arrogant powers,
relying on their technical and
financial capabilities, do their
utmost to prevent other na
tions from harnessing their
cultural, financial and spir-
itual resources for their own
benefit, added Ayatollah Kha
menei.

“A nation which can't de-
fend its independence and
dignity, even with awealth of
natural and spiritual resources
as well as noble goas can
have no hopes of achieving
itsideals.”

The Leader further stated
that the cadets of the officers
college, besides learning the
latest military skills, should

arm themselves with spiritual -
ity and faith, adding that the
armed forces in the Islamic
Republic enjoy full support of
the nation.

The armed forces defend
the ideals, independence and
honor of the nation as well as
the country’s borders and the
nation, too, values its armed
forces, added the Leader.

The commander in chief
of the armed forces further re-
ferred to the presence of for-
eign military forces close to
Iranian borders, adding “the
presence of the seemingly
strong forces of the ag-
gressors in the Persian Gulf
region and in close proximity
of the Iranian territory does
not frighten or shake this na-
tion.”

He pointed to the govern-

Nation now In full control of

TEHRAN - Iran’s Pres-
ident, Mohammad Khatami,
here on Wednesday stated
“governor-generals are on the
frontline of govenment’s con-
tacts with the public.” Ad-
dressing an audience of gov-
ernor-generals of  various
provinces, the president un-
derlined the importance of
healthy and cordia relations
between  governor-generals

Its destiney

and the public, IRNA re-
ported. Governor generas
should be fully aware of peo-
ple's problems and on the
other hand, should keep the
public up-to-date on the coun-
try’s redlities as well as the
extent of resources available
to the government, stated
Khatami.

He added “this close re-
lation would help balance

UNHCR commissioner:

|ran treats refugees
most properly

TEHRAN - United Na
tions High Commissioner for
Refugees Pierre Bertrand told
Iran’s Minister of the Interior
Abdollah Nouri here Wednes-
day that Iran has demonstrat-
ed the best possible behavior
with refugeesin the country.

He said the United Na-
tions commission is de-
termined to find ultimate so-
lutions to refugee problems
and would cooperate with
Iranin that area.

The interior minister said
it is ahuman service to accept
refugees, adding that ac-
cepting refugees in Iran is
consistent with the Islamic
culture of the Idamic Re
public.

Nouri observed that as far
as Iran is concerned, the best
possible solution to the prob-
lem of refugees worldwide is
to help them return to their
homelands of their own ac-
cord and ensure their settle-
ment in an environment of
peace in their homes. He said
that since 1979 Iran has been
uppermost on the list of coun-
tries with the largest refugee
population.

Nouri said the ISslamic Re-
public would be more than
happy to share its experience
in that areawith UNHCR.

In another development,
Iran and UNHCR signed an
agreement which allows Iran
to identify Afghan refugeesin
Iran who volunteer to return
home and facilitate their re-
turn.

According to the agree-
ment, grants to home-bound
refugees has also been in-
creased. Iran and UNHCR
have aso undertaken to col-
laborate in abid to ensure that
exit channels for the return
home of Afghan refugees in

people’s  expectations with
the resources available in the
country.” The chief executive
further stated that thanks to
the Isamic Revolution, the
Iranian nation is now in full ¢
nrol of itsdestiny. Governor-
generals of Chaharmahal-
Bakhtiari, Kermanshah, Hor-
muzgan, Kohkilouyeh-Boyer
Ahmad and Central Provinces
were among the attendees.

Iran would offer them better
service and would be able to
oversee more departures with
better facilities and faster ser-
vices.

The agreement aso an-
ticipates establishment of air
travel facilities from destina-
tions in lIran to Mazar-i-
Sharif, northern Afghanistan,
and stresses the mutual con-
cern of Iran and UNHCR
about the need to more regu-
lar contact between Iran and
the U.N. commissioner.

Free trade zones
expected to attract
major investments

TEHRAN - lran's pres-
idential advisor and head of
the country’ s free trade zones,
Morteza Alviri, here on
Wednesday announced that
Dirs. 5 hillion worth of in-

vestments in the free trade

zones are being negotiated
with several foreign coun-
tries.

Alviri told IRNA that the

recent ratification of mon-
etary policies to govern activ-
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* Methodology and History

* Problemsand Solutions

* |slamic Schoolsin the U.SA.
* Networking and Dialogue

* Higher Idlamic Education

@ In The Name of Allah )
AHLUL-BAYT ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA

Second Annual Seminar
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itiesin the free trade zones as
well as establishment of in-
frastructure in the zones have
spurred the recent nego-
tistions to attract new in-
vestments in the areas.

Stating that 2,200 ap-
plications have so far been
received for investment in
the zones, the official added
that investments have so far
led to establishment of 220
industrial units.

Foreign countries so far
account for approximately
DlIrs. 250 billion of total in-
vestments in the zones, said
Alviri, adding that an agree-
ment would soon be signed
with India to build a chem-
ica fertilizer plant at an es-
timated cost of DlIrs. 330 mil-
lion.

China, Japan, the UAE,
India, Austria, South Koresa,
the Czech Republic, Taiwan,
Lebanon, Pakistan, the Unit-
ed Kingdom and Kuwait are
the countries which have so
far invested in lran's free
trade zones.The presidential
advisor touched on the ‘Iran
1400 visionary plan which
emphasizes non-oil exports,
adding that expansion of the
infrastructure in the free
trade zones would be an step
to fullfil the goal of the plan.

He further referred to the
recently approved plan to
transform Rajaie port to a
special trade zone as a mjor
step to facilitate transfer of
goods to and from the Cen-
tral Asian republics.

The port's capacity for
storage of goods would in-
crease to 40 million tons
from the present level of 18
million tons. The volume of
goods transported via the
Bafg-Bandar Abbas railway
would also increase two fold,
reaching 10 million tons in
the future, concluded Alviri.

ment’ s steadfast adherence to
the ideals of the revolution as
a source of strength for the
nation and its military.

Also speaking at the cer-
emony was the commander of
the army’'s ground forces,
Brigadier Genera Abdolali
Pourshash, who welcomed
the Leader to the university
and announced the forces' ab-
solute loyalty to the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution.

Meanwhile, the chan-
sellor of the university briefed
the Leader on the annua ac-
tivities and programs of the
university.

At the conclusion of the
ceremony, the Leader pre-
sented awards to the top stu-

dents as well as the ex-
emplary  staff of the
university.

Iran
abiding by
Its nuclear

commitments

TEHRAN - The Islamic
Republic of Iran as a sig-
natory to the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and other safeguards of the
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) has
been fully committed to its
undertakings, said a senior
Iranian official.

Majid Ravanchi, Iran's
deputy permanent repre-
sentative to the U.N. told
the Wednesday session of
the U.N. Genera Assembly
that lran’s commitment to
its undertakings in this con-
nection had in many cases
been affirmed by expert
groups and officids of
IAEA, including the agen-
cy’'s chief Hanz Blix, IRNA
reported.

He stressed that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran had
always adhered to an open
and transparent policy in its
peaceful nuclear activities
and would support the com-
prehensive, indiscriminative
and balanced principles for
non-proliferation of nuclear
Weapons.

Ravanchi stated that
those countries being con-
cerned about violation of
IAEA safeguards by other
members, should convey
their concerns to the agency
together with documented
information and evidences
in order to enable IAEA to
take the necessary meas-
ures.

He expressed regrets
that certain member coun-
tries made poalitically-
motivated claims against
other member states, adding
that repetition of such al-
legations would weaken
IAEA in carrying out its

mission with regards to
NPT.
The Iranian  envoy

stressed that signing agree-
ments for the formation of
nuclear-free zones in Africa
and South Asia would be a
great stride towards a nu-
clear-free world, calling for
asimilar arrangement in the
strategic Central Asian re-
gion.

He aso regretted that
due to Israd’s refusa to
join NPT and other IAEA
safeguards, the Middle East
region had not yet been
turned to a nuclear free
zone.

Although IAEA has re-
peatedly admitted that the
Islamic Republic of Iran
abides by its commitments
towards NPT and other
IAEA safeguards, the U.S.
under the influence of Zion-
ist circles claims that Iran
is seeking access to nuclear
weapons.
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| ran backs establishment of

peace in Balkans

Kharrazi:

TEHRAN - Foreign
Minister Kama Krharazi,
on atour of regional states,
Wednesday night left the
Qatari capital for the UAE
where he was greeted at
the airport by the country’s
Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Sheikh Hamdan bin
Zayed an-Nahyan.

Prior to his visit of the
UAE, Kharrazi attended a
joint press conference with
his Qatari counterpart,
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim
bin Jaber ath-Thani, in
Doha, an IRNA report
said.

Kharrazi stated that
Iran is of the belief that the
Doha conference is not in
the interest of the Islamic
world, adding that the Qa
tari officials have time and
again been informed of the
Iranian stance on the is
sue.

Kharrazi further
touched on Iran’'s relations
with Irag, stating “fol-
lowing the (Iragi-imposed)
war, we have tried to mend
our relation with Irag, so
far tono avail.”

He added “Iran has
great sympathy with the
Iraqi people. Iran has tried

Doha conference not In interest of
Mudlim world

to help the people during their
tough years.”

Regarding the recent cri-
sis between Irag and U.N,
Kharrazi  stated “Iran con-
siders any military measures
against Irag not in the inter-
est of the region, but at the
same time believes that Irag
has to abide by the Security
Council resolutions.”

The Qatari foreign min-
ister stated that the Doha con-
ference is one of the problems
facing the world of Islam,
adding that occasional differ-
ences amongst friendly coun-
tries can be expected.

During his visit of Qatar,
Kharrazi visited the Iranian
school complex in Doha
which presently educates
some 1800 Iranain studentsin
elementary and high-school
programs.

The head of the complex,
Mohammad Sazgara, briefed
the Iranian foreign minister
on the curriculum of the
schools. Kharrazi stressed the
importance of safeguarding
Farsi language amongst the
children of some 25,000 Ira
niansresiding in Qatar.

Kharrazi also had a meet-
ing with Qatari Emir Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa ath-Thani

who said that he will per-
sonaly attend the summit
of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference (OIC)
due to be held in Tehran
December 9-11.

He said the upcoming
summit is of high sig-
nificance and would help
resolve the problems of the
Muslim world especially
that of the region.

The emir said Qatar en-
joys historical and broth-
erly relations with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran,
caling for further pro-
motion of bilateral ties.

He said development
of relations among the re-
gional states would serve
the stability of the region
and would bring about sol-
idarity among the govern-
ments and the nations.

Kharrazi said Iranian
diplomacy focused on pro-
moting relations with Qa
tar and other regiond
states.

He said the upcoming
OIC summit would be an
appropriate venue for co-
ordination among the Mus-
lim states to dea with the
plights of the Muslim
world.

Kazakhstan calls for Iranian
partnership in oil, gasfield

TEHRAN - Kazakh Min-
ister of Energy Asygat Zhab-
agin in Almaty on Wednes-
day caled for Iran’s further
investment in Kazakh de-
velopment projects.

In a meeting with Iranian
Deputy Minister of Qil Ali
Majedi, Zhabagin caled for
Iranian partnership in ex-
ploration and exploitation of
oil and gas in Kazakhstan.

He said Kazakhstan re-
gards the Islamic Republic of
Iran as a brotherly and friend-
ly country and attaches high
importance to its relations
with Iran, IRNA reported
from Almaty.

The two officias ex-
changed views on oil coop-
eration and export of kazakh
oil viairan.

Technical problems had

Greek scholar: .
Women In

TEHRAN - Greek and Ira-
nian clerics, scholars and pro-
fessors presented their views
and thoughts about “family
and family valuesin the Iam-
ic and the Christian Orthodox
world,” the topic of the confer-
ence on “dialogue between Is-
lam and Orthodox Christian-
ity” which started in Athens
Wednesday.

In the first session, speak-
ers dwelled on a variety of is-
sues and subjects like the phi-
losophy of family from the
Christian and Islamic point of
view, marriage according to
Christian and Islamic doctrines
and the position of women in
Christianity and Islam, IRNA
reported from Athens.

In a paper titled “women in
Christian and Muslim fam-
ilies,” Dimitris Kitsikis, a
Greek professor of history in
the University of Ottawa, Can-
ada, elucidated that both 1slam
and Chrigtianity have liberated
women from davery, while
secularism and capitalism have
reduced the position of women
to servitude.

“For a Christian, as well as
for aMuslim, no human being,
man or woman, can be a slave.
From the social point of view,
Christianity and Islam present
a formidable revolution in fa-
vour of the liberation of wom-
en.”

“But after the death of
(prophet) Christ and the proph-
et (Mohammad), (peace be
upon them) , the heresy of

brought a halt to export of ka-
zakh oil through iran, but the
technicians have managed to
remove the problems, he
said.

In accordance with a con-
tract between Iran and Ka
zakhstan, Kazakhstan can
swap two million tons of its
oil with Iran. Iran exports oil
on behalf of Kazakhstan from
its southern ports in return
for the same amount of ail it
receives from Kazakhstan on
its northern border.

Earlier on Tuesday, Ma
jedi, held talks with Kazakh
Deputy Foreign Minister, Re-
lan Edrisov, on further con-
solidation of good neighborly
relations.

In the meeting held in Al-
maty, the Kazakh official said
that his country welcomes

further  cooperation and
deeper relations with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran most-
ly in the oil sector and ex-
pressed his  country’s
eagerness to transit more oil
vialranian territory.

The Iranian envoy who is
in charge of exploration of
oil and gas in the Caspian
Seain reply expressed Iran’s
readiness to cooperate with
Kazakhstan in transfering its
experiences in exploration,
exploitaion, transport and re-
fining of ail to that country.

The two men also stud-
ied the protocol of trilateral
cooperation among Kha
zakhstan, Turkmenistan and
Iran whose details will be
discussed in the upcoming
meeting between experts of
the two countries.

TEHRAN - Iran’s Vice Speaker of Parlaiament and head of the Majlis

Foreign Policy Commission, Hassan Rowhani, in meeting here on Wednesday
with Coratian Deputy Foreign Minister, Sanader, expressed hope that the cur-
rent ceasefire in Bosnia would result in the establishment of peace, stability
and security in the region. Rowhani assessed the two countries’ relations as
positiveand called on both sides to make joint investments, IRNA reported.
He said that some draft agreements on elimination of double tax system
and on expansion of cultural, scientific and academic relations between Iran
and Croatia have been prepared.
The Croatian deputy foreign minister referred to the economic achiev-
ments of his country since it gained independence, hoping that with formation
of Iran-Croatia joint economic commission, mutual cooperation would further
broaden in the future.

Iranprotests
Azerbaijan’s
unilatera
exploitationof
CaspianSea

TEHRAN - The lIra-
nian mission to the Uited
Nations on Wednesday ob-
jected to Azerbaijan’s uni-
lateral exploitation of ail
from the Cheragh reservoir
of the Caspian Sea.

In a letter submitted to
the U.N. Secretary General
Kufi  Annan Tuesday,
Iran’s representative said
that Azerbaijan’s unilateral
exploitation of the minera
resources in the seabed and
the subsoil of the Caspian
Sea was unacceptable,
IRNA reported from New
Y ork.

The letter said Azer-
baijan’s decision to do so
contravened a treaty of am-
ity concluded between Iran
and Russia on 16 February,
1921, and Iran-USSR com-
merce and  navigation
agreement of 25 March,
1940 and the letters an-
nexed thereto as well as
the Ashkhabad declara-
tion. It said those agree-
ments are binding on the
Republic of Azerbaijan, as
a successor of USSR, in
accordance with the cus-
tomary norms of inter-
national law and the Alma
ata declaration of 21, De-
cember, 1991. The letter
aso warned that the full re-
sponsibility  for  con-
sequences of such illegal
measures and actions, in-
cluding damage caused to
other coastal states, rests
with the states violating the
legal regime of the Caspian
Sea, and reminded Iran’s
right to action.

Oil minister

visits Russia

TEHRAN - Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh isin
Moscow for talks with Russian
officials on issues of mutual
interest. Zanganeh is to hold
talks with Russian officials, in-
cluding the first deputy pre-
mier and minister of fuel and
power engineering Boris Ne-
metsov and with head of Rus-
sia's national gas company,
Gazprom, Rem Vyakhirev, on
ways and means of expanding
relations between Iran and

Russia in the fields of gas and
oil.

Iran enjoy samelegal rightsas men

modernism, that is adaption
of religion to society, struck
again. Musim as well as
Christian societies devel oped
a strong prejudice aganst
women.”

Kitsikis said that Western
capitalism in its fierce and
systematic attacks against the
family - an institution of di-
vine origin - has concentrat-
ed on woman's veil and
women’s dress generally.

He pointed out that the
veil is not only a very old
Mediterranean custom but is
aso formally prescribed by
the holy scriptures of Chris-
tianity and Islam.

The Greek professor un-
derlined “the West has re-
ensalved women through
feminism and the destruction
of the family.”

Referring to the condi-
tion of women in present-day
Iran, Kitsikis, who has visit-
ed the Islamic Republic sev-
eral times, said “woman in
Islamic Iran enjoys the same
legal rights as man.”

“She has the right to vote
and become a Member of
Parliament, a minister in the
government and take up any
kind of high administrative
positions.”

Kitsikis informed the ac-
ademic gathering that 40 per-
cent of university students in
Iran ar women, up from 12
percent in 1978, and 30 per-
cent of government em-
ployees are women.

Bushehr’s new mission as special economic zone

BUSHEHR - Managing
Director of Ports and
Shipping Organization Mo-
hammad Madad said here
on Wednesday that Bushehr
will soon start its activities
as a specia economic-trade
zone.

He told IRNA that ex-
ecutive projects have been
carried out for the plan, add-
ing that the zone would
commence its activities
once the high council for
free trade zones renewed its
approval.

Pointing to the exemp-
tion of imported goods from
customs tariffs as one of the
priorities of the zone, Madad
said that improvement of do-
mestic products as well as
creation of employment op-
portunities were among other
advantages of the project.

He underlined geo-

graphical location of the port

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

for the transit of goods, add-
ing that foreign firms were
entitled to 49 percent of the
shares in their joint ventures
in this Persian Gulf port.

Madad stated that out of
4.5 million tons of goods ex-
ported through ports in the
country in the past seven
months, Bushehr had a share
of 308,000 tons.
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Twelve clerics, Islamic
thinkers and university pro-
fessors from Iran and an
equal number from Greece
are taking part in the 2-day
conference  on  “ldam-
Orthodox  dialogue” the
fourth since it was initiated
in 1990.

Ayatollah Seyed Mo-
hammad khamenel, in his
paper on “the sociological re-
view of the family in-
dtitution,” highlighted  the
importance of the family
structure in human society
since time immemorial .

He elaborated on the ba-
sis and principles of mar-
riage and family life and the
rights of women in Islam.

Khamenei stressed the
respect and lofty position
that a woman enjoys in Is-
lam.

G. Ziakas, professor of
theology in the University of
Salonica, spoke on the prob-
lem of mixed marriages in
reference to marriage and
family according to Christian
and the Islamic doctrine.

Noting that in both Islam
and Christianity, marriage is
considered a gift of God and
a holy bond, Ziakas said,
there are, however, major
differences in the inter-
pretation of marriage laws in
the two faiths.

He stated that mixed
marriage is an issue of great
interest because thousands of
Muslims are living in Europe

and some of them are mar-
rying Christians.

Explaining the phis
losophy of marriage in Or-
thodox Christianity, Professor
Ziakas pointed out that the Or-
thodox church does not permit
marriages between Orthodox
Christians and non-Christians.

Referring to marriage in
Islam, he pointed out that Is-
lam does not alow Muslim
women to marry non-Muslim
men. Professor G. A’vani,
head of the department of re-
search and studies of phi-
losophy in Tehran University,
spoke on the “philosophy of
family from an Islamic point
of view.”

Quoting verses from the
Holy Quran and the sayings of
the prophet (PBUH), Pro-
fessor A’vani noted that fami-
ly in Isdam has a wider cos-
mological and onto-socia
significance.

He said that the proverbial
statement of the Prophet
(PBUH) of Idlam that “all
creatures are members of the
household of God,” has be-
come the subject of specula
tion of many Muslim scholars.

He warned that with the
onslaught of modernism the
foundations of the family,
“this spiritual stronghold have
been shaken and as aresult the
spiritual and religious values
of which the family has a-
ways been the best means of
mediation has been under-
mined..”
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