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Tehran, Tokyo to expand
broadcasting cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and Japan agreed to promote bilateral radio and television

cooperation in making joint programs.

The agreement was reached during a meeting between the President of the | N

Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) Ali

European
ambassadors
return to Tehran

TEHRAN - Ambassadors of 11 European countries retured
to Tehran Friday morning ending their six month absence from
the Iranian capital.

Their return to Tehran was at the recommendation of Lux-
emburg’'s Foreign Minister and the rotating President of EU,
Jacques Poos.

German and French ambassadors are to return to Tehran | at-
er on, IRNA reported.

The group of European ambassadors who returned to Tehran
Friday were from Finland, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands,
Italy, Austria, Spain, UK, Ireland and Greece.

The Greek ambassador who accompanied the group in their
return to Tehran had not been officially recalled by the Greek
Foreign Ministry.

In related news, Britain's Foreign Office Friday welcomed
Iran’s acceptance of the return of European Union (EU) am-
bassadors to  Tehran but insisted it did not represent a climb-
down by the 15-nation group.

“It was important for the heads of missions to be back to
carry out their ambassadorial duties,” a spokesman said. In the
case of the UK, the only member without full relations, Nick
Browne was belatedly taking up his new post as charge d’ af-
faires..

He said Britain “welcomed Iran’s decision.” This, he in-
sisted, was “to accept the principle of non-discrimination,” but
an EU statement set out that the ambassador of Germany, which
caused the dispute, would not arrive until next week with the
French ambassador.

The agreed formula ends a six-month diplomatic standoff
caused by the withdrawal of ambassadors after a Berlin court
ruling in April.

The EU climbdown follows the failure of previous attempts
to return the envoys in time for President Khatami’'s in-
auguration in August and to be present at last month’s annual in-
ternationa trade fair in Tehran.

Analysts here suggest that the third deadline, next month’s
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) summit in Teh-
ran, was too important for the EU to be without ambassadors in
the Iranian capital.

A statement by EUfrom the Dutch presidency stated that the
time had come to resolve the problem, after the election of a
new president and was in the interests of both parties.

The Foreign Office in London pointed out that the so-called
‘critical dialog’ was still suspended, but it was unwilling to
speculate whether a new initiative was planned when Britain as-
sumes the EU presidency in January.

It was during the last British presidency in 1992 that the
strategy of a ‘critical dialog’ between the EU and Iran was de-
\éised, but it has since been criticized by both sides as a failed

octrine.

Expediency Council allows

Larijani and President of
the Japanese Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) Katsuji Ebisawa, IRNA re-
ported from Tokyo. Larijani said that oriental culture and strengthening foun-
dation of family in the society will be the main theme of joint programs.

The two sides also agreed on direct exchange of news and programs ac-
cording to which Iran’s newsreels will be relayed to NHK by satellite.

IRIB and NHK are presently engaged in bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration within the framework of Asian Broadcasting Union (ABU).

harsher punishments
for drug offenders

TEHRAN - Iran's Ex-
pediency Council here on
Saturday ratified the law in-
tensifying the punishments
for norcotic related crimes,
sending it to the executive
branch for implementation.

The third ever amend-
ment to the law envisages us-
ing labor camps to re
habilitate the offenders and
also involves several more
government institutions in the
campaign against narcotics,
IRNA reported.

The Secretary of the
council, Mohsen Rezaie, stat-
ed that the mgjor offenders
would be sent to hard labor
camps while camps with easi-
er conditions would receive
criminals convicted of lesser
drugs related crimes.

Pointing out that addic-
tion is considered a crime in
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Rezaie added that the addicts
seaking treatment would not
be prosecuted during their re-
habilitation period.

The newly revised law
also enhances the authorities
of the president, who also
heads the anti-narcotics cam-
paign headquarters, to utilize
all fecilities at the executive
branch’s disposal for fighting
against the social menace.

In addition to the review

of the Idamic Republic's
genera policies, amendments
to article 82 of the social se-
curity law as well as article
25 of the internal guidelines
of the Expediency Council
were other topics discussed.
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lran, Russia sign agreement
on joint gas venture

TEHRAN- Before his de-
parture from the Russian cap-
ital Saturday, Iran’s Oil Min-
ister, Bijan Namdar Zanganeh
inked a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) between
Russia and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran on joint gas
venture to be undertaken be-
tween Gasprom and National
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC).

The lranian oil minister
arrived in Moscow on Thurs-
day, November 13, on a three
day officia visit, IRNA re-
ported from Moscow.

Russia and Iran are ex-
pected to jointly undertake
explorations at numbers 4
and 5 gas pools in South Pars
and at the pools located in
Salman and Doroud (Lorestan
Province).

The Russian Gasprom is
expected to study the fi-
nancial plan for allocating
DlIrs. 200 million for NIOC
for the purchase of equipment
for both oil and gas annually.

The two sides also agreed
to form a joint drilling ven-
ture. The document also stip-
ulates that Russia and Iran
work on the construction of a
deep underground gas res
ervoir.

All the items of MOU
will be reviewed at meeting
between NIOC and Gasprom
to be held in December in
Tehran.

Meanwhile, the First
Vice-Prime Minister of the

Russian  Federation Boris
Nemtsov and the Iranian ail
minister in their meeting in
Moscow Thursday exchanged
views on Tehran-Moscow
cooperation in oil and gas
sectors. At the end of the
meeting the Russian official
who is aso fuel and oil min-
ister of his country told IRNA
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran wanted the Russian ail
ingtitutions to take an active
partin theinland and the Per-
sian Gulf off-shore explora
tion of oil fields.

Referring to the activities
of the Russian Gazprom com-
pany in its cooperation with
the Nationa Iranian  OQil
Company, Nemtsov added
that unfortunately the other
Russian oil companies could
not play an active role in im-
plementation of the two coun-
tries’ oil projects.

He expressed hope that
the results of his negotiation
with the Iranian oil minister
would pave the way for a
greater oil cooperation be-
tween the two nations.

Zanganeh for his part
took an example of the Gaz-
prom cooperation in  ex-
plorating the Iran's South
Pars il fields, saying that
Tehran attaches great im-
portance to its cooperation
with Moscow in oil and gas
sectors.

The Iranian oil minister
also hoped that the two coun-

tries of Iran and Russiawould
be able to take an effective
step in using each other ex-
perience in the oil and gas
sectors.

The Russian officia in his
talks aso referred to the need
of holding an al-out nego-
tigtion among the Caspian
Sea littoral states for an early
determination of a new Cas-
pian Sealegal regime so as to
lawfully facilitate exploration
of the resources.

In a meeting with the
Deputy Managing Director
of Gazprom, Vaery Ram-
izov, The Iranian oil minister
exchanged views on the ex-
pansion of Tehran-Moscow
cooperation on gas industry in
Moscow Saturday.

Zanganeh stressed that
the National Iranian Oil Com-
pany (NIOC) and Russian
Gasprom can make use of the
Russian-made gas equipment
in Iran and that the two com-
panies can work together in
the area of oil and gas pipe
layings as well as on the ail
refinery projects.

Ramizov stated that both
Iran and Russian can jointly
do research on geology and
expansion of gas and oil
fields, exports of equipment
and the construction of deep
undergroung gas reservoirs.

The Russian Gazprom
deputy director underlined
that as a member of the con-
sortium of a 2 billion dollar

project, he foresaw no hinder-
ance or obstacle to the imple-
mentation of the accord.

The lranian oil minister
stated that the extracted gas
from South Pars will be ex-
ported to Turkey and Pakistan
and that there was a possibil-
ity that it would aso be ex-
ported to some other destina-
tions. Meanwhile, Zanganeh
on Ssaturday called for active
participation of Russian oil
and gas experts at the Iranian
oil installations.

The Iranian minister, talk-
ing to a group of the man-
aging directors of the Russian
big oil companies, said that
Moscow has achieved high
technology in the area of ail
industry and that the Russian
oil companies would be able
to help Iran expand its inland
and seaoil and gasfields.

Zanganeh, pointing out
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran would soon put to tender
its oil fields big projects, stat-
ed that it would be an ap-
properiate time for the Rus-
sian companies to participate
at thetender.

Referring to contribution
of the Russian Gazprom com-
pany in the expansion of
Iran's South Pars ail field,
the lranian oil minister in-
dicated that the policies of the
United States in this regard
were of no consegquence but
ricochetted against its own in-
terests.

Forelgn minister ends
Middle East tour

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi returned
to Tehran at the conclusion of
his visit to Oman which was
the last leg of his week-long
Mideast tour, said IRNA.

While in Oman, Sultan
Qaboos bin Said told the
Kharrazi on Thursday that re-
lations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the sul-

Idamic-Chrigtian conference
calls for respecting family values

TEHRAN - A 2-day con-
ference on “lslam-Orthodox
Christianity dialog” ended in
Athens Thursday night stress-

ing that social life would be

meaningless in the absence of
the family institution and that
religion should pay particular
attention to this institution.

24 Greek and Iranian cler-
ics, university professors and
scholars met in Athens to pur-
sue the constructive dialog
which they had started in Ath-
ens in 1990 for promoting re-
ligious understanding and tol-
erance among Muslims and
Christians, IRNA reported
from Athens.

The general topic of the

sympoisum was “family and
family values in the Muslim
and Chrisian  Orthodox
world”.

The conference issued a
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resolution declaring that the
family is a sacred institution
to which the Almighty God
has paid tribute and hence the
servants of God should also
highly valueit.

Both sides underscored
that women should serve as
the central pillar of the family
and everybody should admit
the important role of women
in the organisation and ad-
ministration of the family.

The two sides condemned
al forms of extramarita re-
lations and called on the gov-
ernments to respect family
values.

They stressed that the fam-
ily should be founded on the
basis of love, which is a di-
vine gift, and not on the basis
of economic and material val-
ues.

In his closing remarks,
Seyed Mohammad Khamenei,
head of the 12-member Ira-
nian delegation to the confer-
ence, said ties based on love,
knowledge and religion be-
tween the Greek and Iranian
peoples have never been cut
and will never be cut.

“Wars between people and
religious wars have no mean-
ing,” said Hojjatoleslam Kha-
menei.

“We met with frankness
and love and affection and we
should effect world develop-
ments for peace and stability.
We believe that these meet-
ings are aimed at cooperation
unity and mutual under-
standing and not to insult or
criticize other religions or
views,” he said.

The conference was or-
ganized by the Greek-lranian
friendship association in coop-
eration with the Iranian cul-
tural center in Athens and
sponsored by Greece's Cul-
ture Ministry.

The two sides called on re-
ligious scholars and educa
tional and social thinkers to
find practica and enforceble
solutions to preserve the moral
and spiritua health of the fam-
ily and the psychological equi-
librium of the society. The
speakers urged amendment to
labor laws in the favour of
women as the main pillar of
family institution.

tunate of Oman were ‘ex-
cellent’ and that his country
was interested in extending its
cooperation with Iran at the
regional level.

Referring to the difficult
stages which the Persian Gulf
countries have left behind,
Sultan Qaboos stated “the
time was ripe for activating
economic cooperation at the
regional level.”

The sultan then pointed
out that today’s world was a
conglomeration of giant and
small economic units and that
for the preservation and pro-
tection of collective interest,
specifically those within the
Persian Gulf, the matter total-
ly rested on regional align-
ment and collective participa
tion.

Pointing to an amicable
environment prevelent in the
region, and the Persian Gulf
nations welcoming the new
breeze of policies initiated by
Khatami’s government, Iran’s

foreign minister once again
reiterated that the foreign pol-
icy of Iran gave specia sig-
nificance to the promotion of
relations with Arab and Is-
lamic nations.

Referring to the fast ap-
proaching summit of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) in Tehran in
December, Kharrazi under-
lined that the OIC summit
provides an excellent op-
portunity for the Idlamic
countries to exchange views
in order to bring about coop-
eration for resolving critical
issues facing the Mudim
world.” Kharrazi, heading a
top Iranian delegation arrived
in Muscat Thursday evening.
He was carrying a message of
‘amity and goodwill’ to the
countries of the region. The
first leg of his tour took him
to Syria, then to Saudi Ara
bia, Kuwait, UAE, Bahrain,
Qatar.

In a separate meeting, the

Iranian foreign minister and
the Omani Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Y ousuf
bin al-Alawi bin Abdullah in
a exchanged views onpromo-
tion of Tehran-Muscat
cooperation, issues of the
world of Islam, and the OIC's
8th summit in Tehran, next
month.

At the meeting, the Oma-
ni official, referring to trade
exchange between the two
countries, stated that nec-
essary step would be taken to
facilitate the entry of the Ira-
nian goods specifically those
of the foodstuff and exemp-
tion of customs duty on Ira
nian export items to his coun-
try.

Kharrazi considered his
trip to the regional states as a
new stride towards strength-
ening the Islamic and Arab
nations fraternal relations and
that such ties would help
bring about stability and se-
curity in the region.

UNICEF, Iran to organize
child rights seminar

TEHRAN - A seminar on children’s rights coorganized by Iran and the
U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) will open here on Wednesday.

Ms Shiva Dowlatabadi, the secretary of the seminar said that experts on
law affairs as well as those involved in issues related to children will attend
the two-day seminar. She said that the seminar will focus on obstacles block-
ing the protection of children’srightsin Iran.

The participants in the gathering will also exchange views on ways to ma-
terialize the children’ srights in the country, she added.

Dr Dowlatabadi also stressed that the seminar will provide an opportunity
to review the the degrees of attention being paid to the International Conven-
tion on Child rights.

South Korea
seeks expansion
of tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Iran's Vice-President and head of the
country’s Plan and Budget Organization, Mohammad-Ali
Najafi, has stated “Iran welcomes joint investments with
South Korean firmsand organizations willing to invest in
Iran’s ail, gas and petrochemical industries as well as its
free trade zones,” announced the organization’s public re-
|ations office here on Saturday.

In a meeting with the South Korean President Kim
Young Sam, on Friday, Najafi added “expansion of re-
lations with Asian countries, especially the Republic of
Korea, is high on the agenda of the new Iranian govern-
ment.”

Iran’s vice-president, in Seoul to attend the sixth ses-
sion of the joint economic commission between the two
countries, assessed his visit as fruitful, adding that newly
reached agreements envisage cooperation in the areas of
culture, science and tourism industries.

The Korean president assessed the current level of
cooperation between the two countries as satisfactory
adding “there are still major potentials to further boost
cooperation especially in the construction sector.”

Pointing out that Republic of Korea is Iran’s third
trade partner, Kim Young Sam expressed hope for un-
intrrupted supply of Iranian cil to his country.

He furhter announced South Korea's readiness for
broadening cooperation with the Islamic Republic based
on the two countries’ mutual interests.

Meanwhile, the Iranian Ambassador to Seoul, Javad
Angaji said in Seoul Saturday that promotion of Iran-
South Korea economic and technical reations was dis-
cussed during the sixth session of the joint Iran-South Ko-
rea economic commission which wound up its work in
Seoul on Friday.

Nagjafi and South Korean Minister of Trade, Industry
and Energy, Lee, represented the two countries in the
two-day session, he added.

Angaji further stressed that upgrading Tehran-Seoul
relations in al fields was raised in the talks and draft of
several letters of understanding was prepared.

Nagjafi heading a delegation arrived in the South Ko-
rean capital Thursday.

Amin-Zadeh: _
lran welcomes boost in
cooperation with Japan

TEHRAN - A senior Ira
nian officia in Tokyo Friday
said that expansion of bi-
lateral and multilateral coop-
erartion of countries in East,
South East and West Asia
will pave the way for emer-
gence of a development pat-
tern with Asian identity.

Speaking to a gathering of
Japanese industridists, Iran’s
Deputy  Foreign Minister
Mohsen Amin-Zadeh said
that investment and contribu-
tion of Japan, as a developed
Asian country, will be crucial
in redization of this goal,
IRNA reported from Tokyo.

He further stated that col-
laboration of the Economic
Cooperation Organization
(ECO) with Association of
South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) through Japan's
technical-financial assistance
will help materialize a com-
prehensive development in
East and West Asia.

Amin-Zadeh stressed that

Tapping Caspian resources unilaterally
not to establish rights

TEHRAN - Deputy OQil
Minister for Oil and Gas in
the Caspian Sea, Ali Majedi
has said that the unilateral ex-
ploitation of the resources of
the Caspian by some of the
littoral states before the de-
termination of the lega re-
gime of the sea, will not en-
title them to any rights.

Majedi told IRNA that
respecting the actual rights of
all the countries on the Cas-
pian coast is only possible
through determining its lega
regime. According to inter-
national norms and laws, the
legal regime of the Caspian
Sea, the largest lake in the
world, should be determined
through a consensus among
littoral states.

As the foreign ministers
of the littoral states of the
Caspian emphasized in their
meeting in Ashkhabad last
year, the completion of the
legal regime of the Caspian
Sea is an unavoidable ne-
cessity.

Therefore, any exploita
tion of the resources of the
Caspian before completing
its legal regime will not en-
title them to any rights, said
Majedi.

The determination of the
legal regime of the Caspian
Sea should be made on a
consensus basis and should
take into account the interests
of al littoral countries, noted
the deputy oil minister.

Majedi said that the uni-
lateral exploitation of the Cas-
pian resources will only make
the situation in the region

more complex.

Meanwhile, Majedi an-
nounced Friday that Iran, Ka-
zakhstan and Turkmenistan
have agreed to draw up a
draft memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) on trilateral
oil cooperation in the Caspian
Sea hefore the Organization
of the Idlamic Conference
(OIC) summit in Tehran next
month.

Ali Majedi sad he ex-
pected the MOU to be signed
by the three countries during
the OIC summit.

Speaking at the end of his
visit to Kazakhstan, Majedi
said that in his talks with Ka-
zakh officias, the sides ex-
changed views on drawing
up an agreement on trilateral
oil cooperation.

Turkmenistan is also ex-
pected to present its views on
the subject within the next
few days, so that it can be dis-
cussed at the expert level
meeting to formulate a draft
agreement.

Majedi said that in view
of the recent technical dis-
cussions between the experts
delegation from Iran and Ka-
zakhstan, in Tehran, Iran is
prepared to resume the export
of Kazakh oil following the
removal of the high level of
waste material existing in Ka-
zakh crude.

Following the dissolution
of the Kazakh oil ministry

and the formation of the na-
tiona Kazakh oil and gas
company ‘Kazakhoil’, Ka
zakhstan has requested for
some time to organize the
necessary administrative
structure.

Kazakhoil chief told the
Iranian deputy oil minister

that it has requested the rel-
evant Kazakh authorities to
take steps for the quick ex-
port of Kazakh ail.

Majedi expressed Iran's
readiness to exchange its ex-
periance with the Central
Asian countries in locating,
exploiting and refining oil.

Tehran to host Intl.
traffic engineering
conference

TEHRAN - Tehran's
third international traffic en-
gineering exhibit and confer-
encewould be held inthe Ira-
nian capital February 24-26,
announced the secretary of
the conference, Hussein Re-
zale Homami, here on Sat-
urday.

The official in charge of
Tehran Traffic Research Bu-
reau further stated that the
conference is organized by
the Ministry of Interior, Min-
istry of Roads and Trans-
portation, Tehran Municipal-
ity, lranian |Institute for
Standards and Industrial Re-
search as well as the Traffic
Control Bureau of Tehran.

The conference would re-
portedly be attended by ex-
perts from 25 countries.

Calling the previous two
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conferences in Tehran, also
attended by several foreign
as well as Iranian experts, as
successful, Homami caled
on traffic experts to submit
papers for presentation in the
conference.

Tehran Traffic Control
Bureau is in charge of com-
piling the submitted papers.

as two reliable partners Iran
and Japan enjoy more po-
tentials for further promotion
of bilateral cooperation. He
said that creation of a fresh
political atmosphere in Iran
and improvement of the
country’s economic situation
have encouraged foreign in-
vestors, adding that as Iran's
second trading partner Japan
could take advantage of the
current Situation.  Amin-
Zadeh referred to the re-
payment of Iran’s arrears, in-
crease in hard currency re-
serves and elimination of
foreign purchases on usance
bases as positive signs in-
dicating economic develop-
ment in Iran.

Lithuania
underlines
Importance

of Iran's

regional role

TEHRAN - Lithuanian
Foreign Minister Algiras Sau-
dargas, in meeting on Sat-
urday with Iran’s accredited
Ambassador to Vilnius, Mo-
hammad Taheri, said his
country is aware of ever in-
creasing role of Iranin there-
gion.

He said the hosting of
OIC summit meet by Tehran
at this crucia juscture is an
evidence of Iran’s important
rolein theregion.

The Lithuanian foreign
minister also referred to the
return of European am-
bassadors to Iran and sad
“we welcome normalization
of relations between Iran and
Europe and consider it as a
prelude to promotion of Iran's
ties with other countries.”

He aso called for further
cooperation between Iran and
Lithuania in the international
fora

In reply, the Iranian am-
bassador underlined the need
for expansion of bilatera
cooperation at  international
fora including the United Na-
tions Organization.
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