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lran to export e ectricity
to Armenia, Turkey

TEHRAN - The experts of the Economic Cooperation Organization

(ECO) in ameeting in Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan, have agreed on Iran’s trans- | N
mission of electricity to Turkey and Armenia via Turkmenistan.

Participants at the meeting exchanged views on ways of exchanging en-

ergy among the member states.

According to reports by the Turkmen press, Iranian and Turkmen power

networks would be connected by |late 1997.

Founded by Iran, Turkey and Pakistan, ECO increased its members to in-
clude Afghanistan and the republics of Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Azer-

baijan, Kyrgyzstan, Tgjikistan and Uzbekistan.
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Commerce Ministry supports
export promotion policies

TEHRAN - Deputy Com-
merce Minister for Planning
Mohammad Nahavandian said
that the ministry pursues pol-
icies that encourage and pro-
mote non-oil exports.

He told IRNA that the
Commerce Ministry’s policy
of alocating 50 percent of for-
eign exchange earned by ex-
porters to import of goods
needed by the country has pro-
vided good facilities in the
country’s foreign trade.

He added that the fact that
Iran’s share of world trade is
just 0.34 percent has promoted
Iranian economic experts and
those involved in export &f-
fairs to work out new plans to
increase the country’s share.

Nahavandian further said
that the foreign trade sector
has to increase the non-oil ex-
ports from 800 million dollars
to five billion dollars per year
over the past three years.

He said that marketing Ira-
nian goods and identifying the
economic potential and re-
sources of various regions of
the country are high on the
agenda of the Commerce Min-
istry.

In another development,
Deputy Economics and Fi-
nance Minister Mohammad

[ran to resume
pistachio exports
to Europe

TEHRAN - Vice-
chairman of Iran’s Chamber
of Commerce Asadollah
Askarowladi announced that
Iran will resume pistachio ex-
port to the European Com-
mon Market Commission
members from December 15.

In an interview with
‘Tehran Times', printed Mon-
day, Askarowladi said the
conditions laid down by the
commission for granting ex-
port licences to Iranian pis-
tachio included testing of pis-
tachio upon entry to Rurope.
This is in addition to quality
assessment by the standard
and hygiene centers in Iran,
he said.

Therefore, according to
the official, Iranian pistachio
that comply with the stan-
dards of the above European
and lIranian  organizations
and are found to be free from
bacteria, will be heading for
Europe by December 15.

Export of the Iranian pis-
tachio to EU member coun-
tries was halted on September
9 after the alleged contamina-
tion of Iranian pistachio.

Stressing that the boycott
had no impact on the export
of lranian pistachio, the of-
ficid said: “lran’s total pis-
tachio produced this year
amounted to 70,000 tons,
showing that the volume of
Iran’s pistachio trade has not
decreased.”

Meanwhile, he also con-
firmed that Iranian raisins
and dates, 100,000 tons of
each being exported annualy,
will be also tested by the Eu-
ropean common market.

“Numerous experiments
conducted up to now have
shown lran's produce to be
safe and free from contamina-
tion,” the paper quoted him

as saying.
The officia concluded by
highlighting  Iran’'s  im-

portance as the pioneer pis-
tachio exporter of the world
and the third major exporter
of raisins.

Mehdi Navab announced that
the best way to promote non-
oil exports is to increase the
export of technical and en-
gineering services and pro-
vide more facilities to the ex-
portersin this respect.

Navab, who is adso the
head of the investment and
economic/technical assistance
organization, told the confer-
ence of directors and officias
of the Ministry of Economics
and Finance that the volume
of the export in technical and
engineering services in the
world stands at Dlrs 450 to
500 billion. However, with
the implementation of 47 pro-
jects in 22 countries, the ex-
port of such services in Iran
stood at about DIrs one bil-
lion last year.

He called on the govern-
ment to issue the necessary
guarantees like foreign ex-
change guarantees and |etters
of recommendations to the
Iranian contractors who par-
ticipate in international tend-
ers. At the same time nec-
essary reforms in the law
should be made to remove ob-
staclesin their business.

Navab went on to say that
for each technical/engineering
export unit, there should be
four non-ail export firms and
if expectations are that the
export of technical/
engineering services comple-
ment non-oil export, it isim-
perative to solve the problems
facing the companies ex-
porting such services.

He said that in view of
the potentials existing in the
country, Iran can export be-
tween eight to 10 billion
dollars of technical and en-
gineering services.

Referring to the fact that
one of the responsibilities of
his organization is to attract
foreign investment, Navab
said that in the past three
years, Iran has accepted 55
cases of foreign investments
valued at DIrs one hillion.

Navab noted that at-
tracting foreign investment
does not in any way contra-
vene the constitution, and
said that receiving foreign
investment is carried out
through note 22 of the law
coverning the Second Five-
Year Development Plan
which has been confirmed
by the Council of Guar-
dians. Noting that attracting
foreign investment needs na-
tional determination, Navab
recaled that in the First
Five-Y ear Development
Plan, 151 infrastructural and
various other projects were
inplemented  through for-
eign investments. In the
Second Plan, there are Dirs
seven billion signed credits.
For each project which has
to be implemented, foreign
banks disburse upto Dirs
seven billion. So far DIrs 1.8
billion has been utilized in
implementing 36 projects in
the cement, tire, textile and
steel  sectors, concluded
Davab.

Literary conference to pay

tribute to Parvin Etesami

TEHRAN - The second annual conference commemorating
the famous Iranian poetess, Parvin Etesami, will be held in Fer-
dowsi Hall of Tehran University today, announced the ex-
ecutive advisor to the head of Culture and Islamic Guidance
Department of Tehran Province, Fatemeh Noghani.

Noghani, also the secretary of the event, further told IRNA
that the conference aims to introduce superior models in wom-
en's arts, literature and culture and to recognize women artists
place in the society and the last but not the least to pay tribute to
thelate Parvin Etesami.

The conference titled ‘in memory of star of the world of lit-
erature’, areferrence to the renowned poetess, would hear 15 ar-
icles and 10 poems selected from alarge number of articles and
poems submitted to the gathering’ s secretariat.

Besides public display of all Etesami’s publications, a paint-
ing and calligraphy exhibit would be held on the sideline of the
event.

A group of students from the girls' music school affiliated

to the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance would recite
some of Parvin's poems at the event, added Noghani.

Malaysia to take
part in OIC summit
at highest level

TEHRAN - Maaysian
Ambassador in Tehran Mo-
hammad Khalis Monday said
his country will take part in
the December Tehran summit
meet of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference (OIC)
at the highest level.

Underlining the sig-
nificance Malaysia attaches
to the Tehran summit, he
told IRNA that one of the fea-
tures of the Tehran meeting is
that it was the last OIC sum-
mit conference at the turn of
the century. Therefore, he
added, OIC heads of state
were  unanimously  de-
termined to pinpoint the weak
points of the organization and
find proper solutions to them.

He stressed that the main
theme of the forthcoming

summit meet is consolidation
of unity of the Islamic um-
mah which will lay the foun-
dation for future cooperation.
Moreover, he opined, ec-
onomic cooperation of Islam-
ic states in such fields as in-
vestment and transfer of
technology should also be
discussed by the participants.
Pointing to the rich Is-
lamic cultural heritage, the
ambassador said that access
to modern technology in vari-
ous scientific fields, pro-
motion of trade and encour-
agement of investment could
further pave the way towards
full independence.
Reiterating solidarity
among |damic nations, the
Malaysian diplomat said that
through unity Muslims could

overcome many short-
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* Methodology and History

* Problemsand Solutions
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comings. As an example of
cooperation among Islamic
states, he referred to the Bos-
nian crisis and remarked that
through Islamic unity ap-
provals of the OIC summit
meet could be easily put into

action.

Foreign
fourlsts
exempted from
paying customs
dutiesin Kish

TEHRAN - Foreign
tourists who travel directly
to Kish Island are exempted
from paying customs duties
as well as port and airport
fees, the director genera of
the Tourism Promotion Pe-
partment based in the Kish
free trade zone, Mohsen Qa-
rib said.

He added that the sellers

merchandise are aso
obliged to provide their cus-
tomers with the purchase re-
ceipts.

Qarib said that the meas-
ure was taken this week to
further encourage tourists to

travel to the idand and to
provide more comfort for
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Foreign Ministry:

No Iranian diplomat
arrested in Moscow

TEHRAN - The Iranian Foreign Ministry here Sunday dis-
claimed the rumoured arrest in Moscow of an Iranian diplomat
who, according to certain other news agency reports, faced the
charge of an attempt for securing missile technology know-

how.

The Foreign Ministry spokesman Mahmoud Mohammadi
cited previous assertions by Russian officials that Iran-Russia
cooperation in all fieldsis above-board and clear, said IRNA.

He said the arrest of an Iranian who is not on the staff of the
Iranian embassy and the attempt to pretend that the same person
was trying to secure missile technology for Iranisirrelevant.

The official said the rumour was aired by the Zionist entity
as part of their regular propaganda campaign to divert inter-
national attention from their own expansionist practices.

Japan qualifies for world cup
Iran to play Australia

TEHRAN - Iran’'s national soccer team, At Larkin Stadium of Jobor Ba-

hor, Malaysia, lost a chance to become Asid's third entry to the 1998 world
cup in France.
The Iranian team which lost to Japan in extra time, now has to face Aus-
tralid s national soccer team to determine Asia-Pacific region’s fourth entry
into the world cup.
Khodadad Azizi and Ali Daei scored for Iran in minutes 46 and 52, re-

Japan scored goals in the minutes 40, 75 and 115 of the roller-coaster to
become the 29th team qualifying for the grand soccer tournament.

Iran-Australia matches are scheduled for November 22 in Tehran and No-
vember 29 in Sydney.

U.N. envoy highlights Iran’s
role in world body

TEHRAN - The U.N. res-
ident coordinator in Tehran,
Michael Schulenburg, here
Sunday said that the U.N. will
participate at the highest level
in the forthcoming summit
meet of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference (OIC)
in Tehran.

Speaking to IRNA, he
said that U.N. Secretary Gen-
eral Kofi Annan will be in
Tehran from December 8-12
for the entire duration of the
summit not only as the guest

Tehran, Tokyo start political talks

TEHRAN - Iran and Ja-
pan started their annual polit-
ica taksin Tokyo on Mon-
day.
The meeting is co-chaired
by Iran’s Deputy Foreign
Minister for Asia and Pecific
Mohsen Amin-zadeh and Ja
pan's Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Minoru Tamba.

Key international issues
Malis
ratifies

mining bill

TEHRAN - Iran’s Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Maj-
lis) here on Sunday ratified
the mining bill in its second
round of debates.

The bill, consisting of 4
chapters and 36 articles, be-
sides categorizing minerals,
presents guidelines for min-
ing explorations as well as
exploitation of the country’s
mines, IRNA reported.

According to the guide-
lines, preservation of mineral
reserves, issuance of mining
licenses, promotion of miner-
al exports and creation of em-
ployment opportunities in the
sector are amongst direct re-
sponsibilities of the Ministry
of Mines and Metals.

The bill describes re-
quired qualifications for all
entities seeking involvement
in mining activities, including
real and corporate per-
sondlities, the firms affiliated
to the Ministry of Mines and
Metals as well as its staff
cooperatives.

The hill further envisages
penalties for unauthorized ex-
ploration of mines which it
categorizes as abuse of public
property.

The employees of the
ministry and its affiliated or-
ganizations, during the period
of their employment as well
as within one year of termina-
tion of their services, are for-
bidden to participate in min-
ing contracts and to take
advantage of facilities offered
by the hill.

Meanwhile, Majlis
Speaker Ali-Akbar Nateg-
Nouri, who presided over
Sunday’s open session, of-
fered condolences to the dep-
uties as well as the Iranian
nation over the anniversary of
demise of Hazrat Zeinab
(as.), the granddaughter of
Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him).

and Tehran-Tokyo ties will
top the agenda of the talks,
IRNA reported from Tokyo.

The previous round was
held in Tehran last year.

In another development,
Labor and Social Affairs Min-
ister Hussein Kamali said that
while Iran welcomes expan-
sion of ties with Japan
based on mutual interests, it
aso expects Japan to main-
tainits independent linein its
relations with Iran.

Kamali told the Japanese
ambassador to Tehran Takya
Suto that Iran and Japan have
common interests which is an
important factor in expanding
bilateral relations.

Japan should not co-
ordinate its internationa pol-
icies with the West, par-
ticularly the U.S., because
West is determined to impose
its own culture and values on

other countries, added Kama-
li.

The labor minister said
Iran is committed to the Is-
lamic values and culture and
stands by international laws
adding “the West is trying to
portray Iran according to its
own misconceptions which in
no way correspond to the re-
aity.”

Referring to cordia ties
existing between Iran and Ja
pan, Kamali called for expan-
sion of bilateral relations in
the educational fields.

Kamali cited Iran's
progress in technical and vo-
cational training and ex-
pressed readiness to further
promote cooperation with Ja-
pan.
Suto aso expressed his
country’s willingness to ex-
pand relations in various
fields particularly in technical
and vocational training.

of the government of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran but
also at the invitation of the
OIC secretariat.

In addition to the U.N.
chief, said Schulenburg, a
number of heads of other
U.N. agencies will take part
in the event, including the
UNICEF and FAOQ.

On relations between
U.N. and OIC and ways to
upgrade the existing ties, the
U.N. envoy said: “ties be-
tween the U.N. and OIC have
always been very close. They
have regular consultations
and meetings on al issues.”

Furthermore, he stressed,
“we should not forget that al-
most one third of the mem-
bership of the U.N. are aso
members of the OIC. There-
fore, it is a very important or-
ganization.”

He said that consultations
among senior U.N. and OIC
officials usually take place in
Geneva once a year in which
they discuss global issues,
the most recent of which be-
ing a meeting discussing
ways to restore peace to Af-
ghanistan.

As for structural reform
of the U.N., he said the or-
ganization is very much crit-
icized for not being effective
enough. Therefore, he added,
a number of reform packages
have been proposed, the latest
being the one by the new Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan.
“Itis probably the most com-
prehensive review of the U.N.
and its associated organiza-
tions.”

The U.N. envoy remarked
that the debate over the re-
forms were still going on as
to what degree the govern-
ments will support them, ap-
preciating the “constructive
and positive” attitude of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in
this respect.

Noting that Iran is one of
the 51 founding members of
the 185-member world body,
Schulenburg said that the
founding members have a
specia responsibility and stat-
us in the framework of the
U.N. The final touches of
the reform have not been de-
fined yet, he said, adding that
one should not be too im-
patient about the reforms.

One should not forget that
the U.N. is a very diverse or-
ganization and it is very dif-
ficult to get all the countries
to agree on one thing. He,
however, added that dis
cussions are continuing in a
very positive spirit.

Stressing that  nation
states cannot solve most of
their problems individually,
he said they need collective
agreements on ways of solv-
ing global issues. To this end
a framework is needed, he
said, adding that the question
is how these ingtitutions can
be made more responsive and
more effective.

Onthe OIC'srolein forg-
ing further unity among Is-
lamic nations, he said that
the fact that so many heads of
state will come to the Tehran
summit is in itself a step for-
ward in this direction.

900-year old tombstone
discovered in Shahryar

SHAHRYAR, Tehran - An official source of the Shahryar
governor’'s office announced Monday that a tombstone dating
back 900 years has been found in the village of Kordamir of
Jooghin district in Shahryar.

The source added that the tombstone which dates back to
539 of the lunar Hegira calender measures 120 into 35 cm and
its thicknessis 25 cm.

The historical tombstone has the names of the twelve In-
fallible Imams (as) engraved in the cuneiform script.

Experts appraise the value of the tombstone at RIs 600 mil-
lion.

Iran, Bangladesh review

Defence minister in UAE

TEHRAN - Defence Minister Admiral Ali Shamkhani is
currently in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) heading a mil-
itary delegation to attend the international air show in Dubai.

He told IRNA that he will hold talks with UAE military of-
ficials during his stay, adding that the visit is taking place at the
invitation of his UAE counterpart Sheikh Mohammad bin Rash-
id al-Maktoum.

He added that Iran’s defense policy is based on expansion
of friendly ties with Islamic countries, those in the Persian Gulf
in particular.

He pointed out that exchange of military delegations with
the regional countries will pave the way for expansion of de-
fense cooperation and boost understanding in the region.

Admiral Shamkhani referring to enthusiasm demonstrated
by the friendly countries of the region towards Iran’s new in-
itiatives, said that this opens bright prospects for shaping new

aviation cooperation

TEHRAN-  Managing-
Director of national lranian
airlines, Iran Air, Ahmad-
Reza Kazemi in Dhaka on
Sunday held separate talks
with Bangladeshi Minister of
Communications Anwar Hos-
sain Manju and Minister of
State for Civil Aviation and
Tourism Mohiuddin  Khan
Alamgir on aviation coop-
eration between the two
countries.

They discussed ways to
develop cooperation in air
and land communications,
IRNA reported from Dhaka.

Kazemi hoped that Iran
air would increase its shuttle
flights to Dhaka to twice a
week to give service to the
passengers traveling from
Central Asia to Europe and
vice versa.

Iran Air has planned to
operate flights to Dhaka once
a week through Dubai. The

Iran-Azerbaijan joint
economic commmission
to convene shortly

TEHRAN - An lranian
economic delegation headed
by Cooperatives Ministry of-
ficid of Iran Ahmad Sadeq
Bonab is in Baku in prepara-
tion for the meeting of the
joint economic commission
of Iran and Azerbaijan.

The delegation and Dep-
uty Chairman of Azerbaijan’s
National Assembly Yashar
Aliev discussed the topics
that are likely to figure in the
agenda of the commission
that will convene soon.

The joint commission of
the two countries are headed
by Iran's Cooperatives Min-
ister Morteza Hgji, and the
deputy chairman of Azer-
baijan’s National Assembly.

Iran's Ambassador to
Baku Alireza Bigdeli said the
joint commission of the two
countries would make an ef-
fort to resolve issues in the
economic relations between
the two neighboring countries
with the idea of improving
their trade exchanges.

The Imaic Republic is a
major trade partner of Azer-
baijan averaging an annual
Dirs. 300 million worth of
trade exchanges with that
country.

Meanwhile, Iran and
Azerbaijan announced that
the existing problems be-

tween the two countries in
land, air and sea trans
portation will be settled in
the near future.

This was announced in a
meeting of the visiting Ira-
nian Deputy Road and Trans-
port Minister Masoud Khon-
sari and head of the Azeri
State Transport Organization
Hussein Husseinov.

The two sides decided to
raise the transport problems
at the meeting of the joint
commission.

Bigdeli, said that in the
light of determination of
both Tehran and Baku to re-
move the existing obstacles
the issues are expected to be
settled in the session of the
joint commission and a letter
of understanding will be con-
cluded.

The joint commission
will aso address obstacles
hindering promotion of ex-
ports and bilateral economic
cooperation.

Iran is the largest trading
partner of Azerbaijan. The
volume of tehran-baku trade
exchanges amounts to Dlrs
300 million annually.

flight will have a one hour
stop in Dubai.

Iranian airliner Boeing
747 made an inaugura flight
to Dhaka on Friday carrying
the Iran Air officials.

Tax laws
to be amended

TEHRAN - Minister of
Economy, Hossein Namazi,
here on Saturday announced
that the country’s tax laws
would be amended with spe-
cia focus on eliminating any
ambiguities currently existing
in the laws. Adding that mere
increase in the tax revenues
cannot be the only measure of
success for a tax system, Na-
mazi stated “a just tax system
should be the underlying prin-
ciple in devising new tax
laws. The government should
be more tactful in levying tax-
es on the lower income seg-
ments of the society.” He fur-
ther dismissed assessing late
penalties on taxes approved to
be paid in instalments by his
ministry. Pointing out that a
Rls 5,000 billion budget def-
icit would lead to a whopping
8-9 percent inflation, Namazi
further stressed the need for
measures to boost govern-
ment’ sincomes.

Women from 20
Muslim states
to hold sports

contestsin Iran

TEHRAN - Women from
20 Islamic states are to hold
track an field and chess com-
petitions in the northern Ira-
nian city of Rasht December
13-17. Deputy Chairman of
National Iranian Oylmpics
Committee Mrs. Faezeh Ha-
shemi said the contests will
open in Tehran on December
12 with participation of
1,000 Muslim sportswomen
from 20 Islamic states. She
said the contests are aimed at
forming solidarity among the
Muslim women. Mrs. Ha
shemi said promoting wom-
en's sports would serve to
foil the propaganda cam-
paign of the enemies of Islam
and to strengthen the status
of Muslim women in social
life.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

regional arrangements in the Persian Gulf.

Shamkhani on Sunday attended the inauguration ceremony
of the Dubai international aircraft exhibit.

The 6-hour ceremony featured latest innovations of world's

major aerospace companies.

The 5-day exhibit showcases the latest productions of 500
manufacturers of military and civilian airplanes from 32 coun-

tries.

Sberian cranes seek
habitat in mazandaran

SARI, Mazandaran Prov-
ince - Some 12 rare siberian
cranes have arrived in ma-
zandaran, in the caspian re-
gion in northern iran, to spend
the winter time.

Mohammad reza row-
shan-zamir, head of the pro-
vincial environment de-
partment, said that five of the
cranes have been spotted in
fereidun kenar region.

The siberian crane sets out
on its winter journey on a
4,185-km route to the coastal
areas in mazandaran province
every spring and fal, added
the official.

During the jurney the si-

berrean cranes are threatened
by hunters, sudden hail,
snow storm, high voltage
electricity wires and planes
flying at low altitude, he said.

Rowshan-zamir  further
added that last year through
the joint efforts of iranian and
foreign experts two micro-
radio devices were tied on to
the feet of two cranes to mon-
itor their return.

The cranes which choose
asingle mate all through their
life, lay only two eggs, of
which usually one survives.
Fossil discovery of cranes re-
veal that the birds lived some
54 million years ago.

Shrimp catch amountsto 500 tons

BUSHEHR - Managing Director of Iran’s Fisheries Or-
ganization, Rasould Lahijanian, said that 500 tons of shrimps
were produced in 300 hectares of shrimp farms in the southern
provinces of the country this year (started March 21, 1997).

Hetold IRNA that the average shrimp productionis 1.8 tons
per hectare in Hormuzgan and Khuzestan and two tons in Bu-
shehr. The average yield of two tons per hectare in the first
three years of shrimp farming is a major achievement by the
fisheries experts, he said adding that this becomes evident when
compared to 300 kg per hectare yield in Thailand in the first
decade of its shrip farming by taking into account Thailand's
long experience in thisindustry.

Lahijanian expressed hope that the Delvar and Bandar Gan-
aveh shrimp farming complexes would go on stream in the near
future.

The domestic shrimp farms produced 86 million larva this
year he said adding, this not only meets the domestic need but
saves Dlrs, 160,000 for the country.

Some 1,000 tons of shrimp food were produced over this
period saving Dlrs. one million for the country.

Lahijanian concluded that credits up to Rls. seven bhillion
have been provided to shrimp farmersthis year.
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