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Azerbaljan attaches great importance

to Persian language

TEHRAN - An Azeri official said that his country attaches great im-

portance to teaching the Persian language in the republic.
Managing director of national television and radio broadcasting company | N

of Azerbajan Nezami Khudiyev said that Persian language enjoyed a specia
status in the Republic of Azerbaijan due to long-standing, deep-rooted cultural

and literary bonds between the two nations.

Underlining the need for expansion of mutual cooperation in the field of
radio and TV, he caled for further broadening of bilateral tiesin all cultural

and artistic areas.

He voiced his organization’s readiness to resume broadcating programs of

the Islamic Republic of Iran.

T E R N
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| rantan ambassadors

start returningto E

TEHRAN - Deputy For-
eign  Minister for Euro-
American Affairs Morteza
Sarmadi said here Wednesday
that Iranian ambassadors to
European countries have
started returning to their plac-
es of mission.

Srmadi told IRNA that
naturaly Iran’s ties with all
the EU countries will not be
the same.

“Grounds for joint coop-
eration and the understanding
of the said countries about the
readlities in the Islamic Re-
public especially after com-
ing into office of the new
government in lran de
termines the level of our ties
with them,” he said.

As aresult of the bad per-
formance of certain countries,
Iran has developed a negative
mentality about them and
about continuation of long-
term relations with them, he
said adding, they must strive
in the future to correct their
picture.

As Europe cannot ignore
Iran’s strategic locaion in the
region and its role and in-
fluence in the world of I1slam,
Iran regards cooperation with

Tehran-Tokyo po

Europe as a principled policy
provided that they guarantee
reciprocal respect and inter-
ests, he added.

Sarmadi pointed out that
the volume and level of Teh-
ran-EU cooperation in future
depends on the role Europe
will play at the international
fora.

An “independent Europe”
is of importance to Iran, he
said adding in case Europe fa-
vors an independent role and
not a subordinate one, new ar-
eas will emerge for their
cooperation with Iran.

Under such a condition,
future of Tehran-EU relations
will be clear, he said.

The deupty foreign min-
ister said that the new in-
dependent forces and power
poles which either have
emerged recently or are being
formed, need indpendent cir-
clesto orient their policies.

Undoubtedly, the Islamic
Republic is one of the circles
that the level of relations with
it indicates whther the power
poles enjoy or lack a prom-
inent role in international sys-
tem.

The May 23rd pres

identia election in Iran foiled
al the planning of the West,
he said adding, the West has
tried constantly to lead others
into believing that the Islamic
Republic has lost its popular
bases and is being ad-
ministered in  an un-
democratic way like certain
revoultionsin the world.

They aso made consid-
erable planning for post-
election stages to exert pres-
sure on lIran, but the free,
healthy and unique polls
foiled all their attempts.

After the election, they
were forced to present a new
image of Iran to their public
opinion, he said adding, yet
this new image has traces of
mischievous acts.

On the impacts of U.S.
sactions on Iran’s cooperation
with other countries, Sarmadi
pointed out that no country or
world body agrees to the gen-
eralization of U.S  ex-
traterritorial laws.

No country can agree to
Washington inter-
nationalizing its own prob-
lems with a single country, he
stressed.

Sarmadi  added that the

itical talks ' congtructive

TEHRAN - Deputy For-
eign Minister for Asia-Pacific
Mohsen  Aminzadeh de
scribed the fifth round of Teh-
ran-Tokyo political taks as
‘constructive’.

Speaking to IRNA before
departure, Aminzadeh
stressed that bilateral and re-
giona cooperation as well as
the latest international de-
velopments were discussed
during the talks.

He quoted the Japanese
officials as having said that
the developments in Iran fol-
lowing the election of Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami
have created appropriate
grounds for further expansion
of Tehran-Tokyo relations.

Aminzadeh expected
Iran-Japan relations to grow
further, based on realities and
away from influence and
pressure of other countries.

Japanese officials con-
sider Iran as a major regiona
country which plays a de-
termining role in establish-
ment of peace and stability in
the entire region, he said.

The Japanese officials are
also of the conviction that in
light of the strategic situation
of Iran in Centra Asia and
abundant energy resources of
the region, Tehran-Tokyo
cooperation will lead to es
tablishment of peace and bet-
ter utilization of regiona re-
sources, he said.

Iran welcomes investment
of Japanese companies in in-
frastructure projects for trans-
fer of oil and gas as areliable
bridge for transfer of Central
Asia's energy to Japan and
providing access of Japanese
businessmen to Central Asian
markets, Aminzadeh pointed
out.

As an advanced Asian
country, Japan may play a
key role in regiona develop-
ment, Aminzadeh said add-
ing, such a crucia task will
be possible through coop-

Police use
tear-gas
to disperse
protesters
In Qom

QOM (IRNA) - Hundreds
of theological instructors and
students staged a protest rally
in the holy city of Qom, con-
demning skeptical statement
made by Ayatollah Hussein-
Ali Montazeri on the le
gitimacy of Velayat-e-Fagih
(governance of Idlamic ju-
risprudent).

Police used tear gas to
disperse the angry protesters
attempting to attack the office
of Montazeri.

Several policemen got in-
jured while trying to pevent
the protesters from attacking
the office.

Police managed to bring
the protesters under control.
The office and house of Ay-
atollah Montazeri are under
protection of the law enforce-
ment forces.

Montazeri who was once
the designate successor to the
late Imam Khomeini was dis-
qualified for the job by the
late Imam.

eration between the Econom-
ic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) and the Association of
South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN).

During his officia visit to
Japan, the Iranian diplomat
attended the two countries
annual political talks and aso
met with a number of Jap-
anese senior officials.

While in Tokyo, Amin-
zadeh had a meeting with Ja-
pan’'s State Secretary for For-
eign Affairs in which the two
sides welcomed the expan-
sion of Tehran-Tokyo ties.

Masahiko Komora said
that Tokyo is glad that Iran’s
foreign policy is back on
track with the coming to of-
fice of President Mohammad
Khatami.

He added that this trend
will strengthen the peace and
stability in the Middle East.

Komora said Tokyo is
keen on expanding relations
with Iran in every field, hop-

Havelange:

ing that favorable inter-
national conditions could re-
inforce such awillingness.

Aminzadeh in reply said
that the ongoing political
talks with Japanese officials
have created a conducive at-
mosphere for expansion of bi-
lateral relations.

He added that Iran has al-
way's been areliable source of
energy and can now be a safe
transit route for huge oil and
gas reserves of the Central
Asian countries.

Aminzadeh further said
that Iran is ready to cooperate
with Tokyo to bulid the nec-
essary infrustructural facil-
ities for tranfer of Central
Asia’s energy supply to Ja
pan.

Japan imports more than
80 percent of its energy needs
from the Middle East with
Iran being the third largest
supplier with 10 percent of
the total volume.

Iran’ s national soccer
team has good chance
of advancing

TEHRAN - The head of
the International  Soccer
(football) Federation (FIFA),
Joao Havelange, here on
Wednesday stated “Iran’s na-
tional soccer team is a quality
team and if things go well for
it in the match against Aus-
tralia, the Iranian team would
advance.”

In a meeting with the
head of Iran's Physical Ed-
ucation Organization, Mos-
tafa Hashemi Taba, the FIFA
chief noted the popularity of
soccer in lran, adding that
elaborate contacts with Eu-
ropean and American con-
tinent soccer is necessary to
boost the quality of the sport
in Iran, IRNA reported.

FIFA is prepared to train
30 of the Iranian soccer
coaches in one of its best
training institutes in Brazil,
added Havelange.

Hashemi Taba expressed
satisfaction over FIFA chief’s
trip to Iran, adding that Iran
seeks help from FIFA to pro-
mote the sport in the country.

Regarding the world cup
qualification games, Hashemi
Taba stated “Iranian soccer
has moved up significantly in
the FIFA’s rankings during
the past two years and il
hopes to advance to the 1998
world cup.”

Meanwhile, The head of
the lranian Football Federa-
tion said Tuesday that the fed-
eration will do al within its
power to make the Australian
football team and their com-
panions feel at home during
their stay in Iran.

Darioush Mostafavi told
IRNA that Iran has been suc-
cessful in hosting in the best
possible manner the previous
world cup qualifying matches
held in Tehran, as confirmed
by the FIFA representative.

He added that as before,
Iran will do its best to accord
warmest hospitality to the
Australian soccer team.

Pointing to the presence

of 1,050 ranking sport of-
ficials from all over the world
and athletes from nine coun-
triesin Tehran for West Asia
sports  competitions, Mos-
tafavi said, “this shows Iran’s
high capability of hosting in-
ternational tournaments and
the security prevailing in the
country.”

Criticising the ir-
responsible comments made
by some Australian football
officials, he said, “such ex-
cuses betray their fear of
Iran’s national football team.”

In a campaign of mis
information against Iran, the
head of the Australian foot-
ball team in statements pub-
lished in the British media
complained about the lack of
security, proper food and ac-
commodation in Iran for
members of the Austraian
football team.

He aso clamed that in
the event of a military con-
frontation between the U.S.
and Irag in the Persian Gulf,
the Australian team will not
play its match against Iran.

Mostafavi concluded by
reiterating that despite dl
these allegations, Iran will do
its best to host the match in
the best possible manner.

U.S. cannot stand against the
entire international bodies
over its anti-lran sanctions.
Washington has also realized
that in case of more in-
sistence on generalization of
its extraterritorial laws, it will
be isolated by the inter-
national community.

Iran’'s Ambassador to
Rome, Mgjid Hedayatzadeh,
is said to be the first am-
bassador to an EU country to
leave for the country of his
assignment Wednesday.
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Difference of opinion

TEHRAN - Iran's Pres
ident, Mohammad Khatami
told the first joint session of
Cabinet and Majlis that the
government, Majlis and the
nation should join hands and

move towards  in-
stitutionalizing  the  law
throughout the society.

Sating that the two ex-
ecutive  and legidative
branches of government both
aim to serve the people, he
welcomed constructive crit-
icisms and guidance from
Majlis to help prevent viola-
tion of law in the country,

Iran, Canada to expand
mutual economic, trade
cooperation

TEHRAN - Canadian
Ambassador to Tehran Mich-
el de Salaberry and Deputy
Chairman of Iran's Chamber
of Commerce, Industries and
Mines Mir Mohammad Sa
degi in a meeting here on
Wednesday explored ways of
expanding mutual economic
and commercial cooperation.

Salaberry underlined that
his country is keen on ex-
panding economic and com-
mercia cooperation with Iran
and on diversifying areas of
mutual cooperation, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that cooperation
between Iranian and Ca
nadian commercial council
can act as a catalyst to make
the achievement of such goals
possible.

He added that inspection
visits by officials of the com-
merce department a Ca
nadian embassy to various

Iranian regions and their
talks with directors of the in-
dustrial centers and exporters
can be helpful in gaining in-
formation on the economic
potentials of the other party
and in transfer of information
to the delegations visiting
Iran.

Sadeqji, referring to the
‘positive’ outcome of his
meetings with the Canadian
delegation, said two factors,
i.e. the positive stance taken
by the Canadian government
vis-avis Iran as well as the
constructive efforts made by
Salaberry for expansion of
mutual  economic and com-
mercial  cooperation  can
prove effective.

He said that Iran and Can-
ada have had effective coop-
eration in the areas of trans-
portation, banking,
pharmaceuticals and food
supplying, which are ex-
pected to improve in future.

IRNA reported.

The president further ex-
pressed appreciation for the
vote of confidence his cabinet
received from the Majlis.

Sating that the Islamic
government in Iran enjoys
stability, a fact he said is not
lost on the enemies, Khatami
referred to the return of EU
ambassadors and the recently
concluded major ail contract
as evidences of the respect
the Idamic Republic com-
mands in the international
community.

He further underlined the
importance of defending the
principles of the revolution,
adding “we need to learn that
differences of opinion is not
the same as interna conflict.”

But it's important to ob-
serve the law and to use logic
in our debates, Khatami add-
ed.

Khatami touched on the
economic Situation in the
country, stating that in-

J not tantamount to rivarly

creasing production, social se-
curity and reforming the
country’s tax system are
amongst prerequisites for re-
forming the economic struc-
ture of the country adding
“the implementation of these
programs would help realize
socia justice, progress and a
thriving economy.”

Also attending the session
was the Majlis Speaker, Ali
Akbar  Nateg-Nouri, who
highlighted the importance of
harmony between the Cabinet
and the Mgjlis.

He further referred to the
propaganda by foreign press
aming to create discord
amongst the officials of the
government, adding that
world arrogance led by the
U.S. and Isradl tirelessly work
to damage the revolution.

Harmony amongst the
three branches of government
would help frustrate the con-
spiracies hartched by foreign
powers against the Islamic
Republic, added Nateg-Nouri.

Ukrainefirmin

bolstering tieswith [ran

TEHRAN -
head of the Permanent Leg-
islative Committee of the
Ukrainian Parliament Olek-
sandr Zhyer in a meeting

Visiting

with the Iranian Mgjlis
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateg-
Nouri here Wednesday said
that his country’s Supreme
Council is fully determined
to support any means which
would help Ukraine bolester
its relations with the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Zhyer in histalks also re-
ferred to Nateq Nouri’s visit
to Ukraine three years ago,

Seminar stresses overall
protection of children’srights

TEHRAN - Senior advis-
or in charge of child pro-
tection at the UNICEF Bertil
Lindblad here on Wednesday
delivered a speech on rights
of children and a global ethic
for children.

Lindblad, who was ad-
dressing related experts at-
tending the seminar on rights
of the child, said no other in-
ternational instrument has so
massively been embraced by
the world community as the
convention on the rights of
the child, adopted by the U.N.
General  Assembly in 1989,
does, IRNA reported.

He said that since its
adoption the convention has
passed into international law
and has been ratified by all
but two countries in the
world.

He added that the purpose
of the convention can be de-
scribed as the overall pro-
tection of childhood.

Its principles and pro-
visions, he said, cover all
children at all times and there
is no hierarchy of provisions
whereby the right to educa
tion, for example transcends
the right to protection from
abuse, or vice versa.

However, he added, the
convention recognizes that
there are varying degrees of
risk and hazards for children
and guarantees al  children
protection from physical, psy-
chological or mora injury in
the form of abuse, exploita-
tion, abandonment or neglect.
In order to ensure appropriate
protection of children’s rights
in the context of juvenile jus-
tice, steps must be taken to
ensure that relevant training
activities are in place with re-
gard to professiona groups

Cultural week marks
centennia of Iran-Bulgaria
relations

TEHRAN - A cultural week marking the centennial of Iran-
Bulgaria relations, sponsered by the Iranian embassy, was held

in Sofia.

On this occasion, the Bulgarian vice president participated
in a ceremony held Tuesday in Bulgaria’s Nationa Library in

Sofia.

The Iranian Ambassador to Bulgaria Bager Golzarnia under-
lined the significance of one hundred years of cordia relations

between the two countries.

Also speaking at the same ceremony, the Bulgarian deputy
foreign minister expressed hope that mutual relations will fur-
ther expand in political, economic, and cultural areas.

concerned, with specific em-
phasis on law enforcement of -
ficers and staff in institutions,
said Lindblad.

He added that it isalso es-
sential that children not be
placed in institutions without
due consideration of the best
interests of the child. Al-
ternatives to institutiona care
are recommended.

He said that in thisregard,
the relationship between the
committee on the rights of the
child and United Nations
agencies and  other inter-
national agencies, including
non-governmental  organiza-
tions, is important, along with
programs of technica as
sistance in relation to coun-
tries where particular con-
cerns have been identified
through the reporting process
and the dialogue with the
committee.

Meanwhile, a researcher
and expert on children’s af-
fairs Shiva Dowlatabadi
stressed the role of parents
and the society in training
children.

Azeri premier:

Dowlatabadi said that any
effort to improve children's
rights should comply with
law and be in accordance
with moods of childhood in
order to bring about a sound
atmosphere for their growth.

Another speaker at the
two-day seminar was Director
General for nutrition and
health department at the Ed-
ucation Ministry Ja'fari, who
caled for legal protection of
children’s rights with an aim
to guarantee their intellectual
and mental growth and de-
velopment. Jafari said that
the meeting is an effective
step taken to guarantee chil-
dren’s rights. She called on
the officials and families to
pay due attention to  materi-
alization of children’srights.

She said that about 98.6
percent of the Iranian children
are studying at schools, and
the figure is expected to in-
crease to 100 percent by the
end of the Second Five-Year
Economic, Cultural and So-
cia Development Plan (1995-
1999).

Baku seeks expansion of
tieswith Tehran

TEHRAN - Azeri Prime Minister Artur Rasi-zade said on
Wednesday that the leadership and people of the Republic of
Azerbaijan favor further expansion of relations with Iran.

Speaking in a meeting with the visiting Iranian delegation,
the Azeri prime minister said though Iran is Azerbaijan’s major
trading partner, more steps needed to be taken to further expand

bilateral relations.

Stressing that he was personally following the trend of ex-
pansion and consolidation of Tehran-Baku ties, Rasi-Zade re-
marked that the two neighboring states should employ al their
potentials to further broaden mutual cooperation.

Also speaking at the meeting, Iranian Cooperatives Minister
Morteza Haji underlined firm determination of the two countries

to bolster bilateral ties.

He said that in addition to profound cultural bonds, the two
countries enjoyed vast economoc potentials which should be
identified and exploited in the interest of the two brethren na-
tions. The joint economic commission which convened here
Tuesday offers the best opportunity in this respect, Haji said.

Friendly talks between the Iranian and Azeri delegations at
the session have so far yielded fruitful results, said the minister,
adding that so far transportation problems have been almost
solved. In livestock breeding and agriculture fields the two sides
have made satisfactory progress and plans will be drawn up
soon for activating border common markets, Haji said.

Expressing satisfaction over bilteral cooperation in the field
of telecommunications, the Iranian minister said that telephone
corridors will be increased from the present 60 to 180 to fa
cilitate contacts between the two countries.
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as a ‘turning point’ in Teh-
ran-Kiev bilateral relations
particularly in political, ec-
onomic and cultura aresas,
IRNA reported.

At the meeting, the Ira
nian Majlis speaker for his
part referred to the two
countries’ commonalities
and invited the chairman of
the Ukrainian  Supreme
Council to pay a visit to
Iran. Nouri stated that the
Western cultural encroach-
ment is considered as a
common ill looming over
the regional states and that
the transit and distribution
of narcotics was one of the
clear manifestation of the
cultural encroachment. The
Majlis spesker added that
the Islamic Republic of Iran
was also ready to cooperate
with the regional countries
in the area of forming a con-
vention amed a cam-
paigning against the transit
and smuggling of the narcot-

West Agan spor

TEHRAN - The International Federation of Football Association (FIFA)
Wednesday allowed four Iranian footballers who had received two yellow
cards in the Asian qualifying matches to play against Australia. However, the
ban still remains effective on another Iranian player who received ared card.

Therefore, goalkeeper and captain Ahmadreza Abedzadeh, striker Khod-
adad Azizi as well as defenders Ostad Asadli and Mohammad Khakpour are
allowed to play in the match against Australia on Saturday.

FIFA, however, announced the fifth Iranian player, Karim Bageri, would
be banned from the match. He was given ared card in the Iran-Qatar match in
Doha following which he was banned from two games and did not play in
Iran-Japan match in Kuala Lumpur last Sunday.

[ran
determined
to bring peace
to Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi in a
meeting with Afghan Pres-
ident Burhanuddin Rabbani
here Wednesday said that the
Islamic Republic of Iran be-
lieves that a broad-based mu-
tual  understanding in Af-
ghanistan would be the only
way to end the crisisin that
war-stricken country.

Expressing hope for a
speedy restoration of peace
and tranquility in @ Af-
ghanistan, Kharrazi stated
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran in its policy was aways
against the use of any military
solution to the Afghan crisis,
IRNA reported.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister indicated that since the
beginning of the Afghan cri-
sis the Islamic Republic of
Iran had sincerely put al its
efforts to positively influence
the political atmosphere in
Afghanistan, adding that Iran
is fully determined to contrib-
ute towards the humanitarian
cause to help bring peace to
Afgahanistan through a tran-
quil difusion of the current
crisis.

The Afghan president
who is here for a medica
treatment said that the war-
mongers and their foreign
supporters  should change
their policy to pave the way
for restoration of peace and
tranquility.

Meanwhile, head of the Af-
ghan Ministry of Religious
Guidance, Endowment and
the Hajj, Khodadad Erfani,
said in Mashhad, Khorasan
Province on Wednesday that
based on understandings
reached among various Af-
ghan politica factions, a
broad-based national govern-
ment would be formed in Af-
ghanistan. Erfani in his talks
a a press conference added
that the national government
of Afghanistan will be formed
within a month under the
presidentship of Burhanuddin
Rabbani.

Saying that various gov-
ernment posts have been dis-
tributed among al jihadi
proups and even the Taliban,
the Afghan officia pointed
out that the new provincial
government will rule only for
nine months until a perma-
nent government was elected
by the people.

tsinaugurated

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami inaugurated the
first round of sports game of Western Asian flank at Azadi Ata-

dium on wednesday.

In his speech Khatami stated that sports is the symbol of
strength, refreshment, and delight, adding that any community
which seeks progress and achievements needs to be delighted.

The president stated that sports teaches one to maintain a
competitive spirit and high morales with an atmosphere of cor-
diality without creating animosity among the contestants.

Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Qatar, Syria, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Yemen andlran are participating in the event for
the next ten days competing in fifteen different sports fields.

Turkish president to attend
OIC summit in Tehran

TEHRAN - The turkish
Charge d'Affaires to Tehran
Aydin Evirgen said here
Wednesday that due to the
importance attached by his
country to the forthcoming
summit of the Organization
of the Idamic Conference
(OIC), President Suleyman
Demirel will travel to Tehran
heading a high-ranking del-
egation.

Speaking to IRNA, he
stressed that the summit will
provide an opportunity for
the participating countries to
explore ways of further ex-
panding political, economic
and culturadd cooperation
among the Islamic states.

He described crisis in the
Middle East region, civil war
in Afghanistan, tension in
Kashmir and the critical sit-
uation in Bosnia-Herzegovina
as “seious problems’ facing
theworld of Islam.

Evirgen referred to the
need to respect the rights of
Muslim minorities in non-
Muslim countries as another

major problem of the Islam-
ic nations.

He dso called on the
OIC member countries to
help implement al decisions
that will be approved in the
Tehran summit.

Commenting on the lat-
est developments in Tehran-
Ankara relations, he quoted
President Demirel as saying
that no serious problem ex-
isted in the two countries
relations in the past hun-
dreds of years.

Iran-Turkey  relations
have aways enjoyed stabil-
ity, the Turkish diplomat re-
iterated.

Following the recent
meeting held between the
foreign ministers of the two
countries in New York and
the visit of Iran's Deputy
Foreign Minister for Asia
Pacific Mohsen Aminzadeh
to Ankara, it was decided
that the two countries am-
bassadors would soon return
to their countries of assign-
ment.

You can advertisein

= |

[ELA'AT

| nter national Edition

For details:
Phone:
Fax:
Phone:
Fax:

0171-250-0840
0171-250-0842

(212)246-4521
(212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)



