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President Khatami sends
message to Libyan leader

TEHRAN - A message from President Mohammad Khatami was sub-

mitted to Libyan Leader Muammar al-Qaddafi.

The Libyan leader said Iran and Libya are brotherly Muslim states, add-
ing that the upcoming summit of the Organization of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) isof high significance, IRNA repi

The Libyan leader hoped that OIC can tackle fundamental problems of the
Muslim world and bring useful achievements for the Muslims throughout the

globe.

orted.
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Hungary gives priority to expansion of

[ran, Turkmenistan to boost
cooperation in gas, ol fields

TEHRAN - Iran and
Turkmenistan are to expand
mutual cooperation in the
fields of oil and gas.

In a meeting here on Sun-
day, a delegation from Turk-
menistan and senior Iranian
officials explored practical
ways of strengthening mutual
cooperation in the fields of oil
and gas and underlined their
respective  countries  de-
termination to expand mutual
ties, IRNA reported.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi and his Turk-
men counterpart Boris Shikh-
muratov, Oil Minister Bijan
Namdar Zanganeh and Turk-
men Vice-President Sargjayev
along with several other po-
litical and economic officials
were present at the session.

Kharrazi said the national
and political will of the two

countries are based on ex-
panding bilateral, long-term
cooperation.

To expand and strengthen
mutual cooperation in new
fields, recommended Khar-
razi, it is necessary to identify
practical ways and means.

Zanganeh said that expan-
sion of economic cooperation
between Tehran and Ashk-
habad, especialy in the oil
and gas spheres, would ce-
ment long-term relations be-
tween the two countries.

Shikhmuratov said for his
part that further cooperation
between the two countries in
the field of economy would
consolidate the bonds of
friendship.

He said that Turkmeni-
stan tries to gurantee its ec-
onomic independence through
expansion of cooperation

broad-based government.

crisis, IRNA reported.

gion.

i Foreign meddling, )
a hurdleto peacein
Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Secretary of the Expediency Council Moh-
sen Rezaie said in a meeting with Afghan President Bu-
rhanuddin Rabbani that foreign intervention is the main ob-
stacle to the restoration of peace in Afghanistan.

Rezaie said that Iran is for negotiations among Afghan
groups in order to settle the ongoing crisis and establish
peace in the country through formation of a national and

He said that 20-year-long war in Afghanistan has
shown that war and bloodshed are not the solution to the

He expressed hope that serious decisions would be
made in order to solve the crisis and relieve the Afghan
peopl €' s hardships through speedy cessation of civil war.

Rabbani for his part said that convention of the 8th
OIC summit, due to be held in Tehran from December 9-
11, indicates Iran’s efforts to bring about unity and co-
ordination among the Islamic states and adopt a common
policy to remove the problems of the world of I1slam.

He said that he Is confident that Iran is a successful
Muslim country in the world of Islam, especialy in the re-

Thanking Iran for offering assistance to the Afghan na-
tion and for its peace efforts, Rabbani said that the Muslim
government of Afghanistan is seeking to maintain fraternal
link among all tribes and communities in Afghanistan and
to replace ongoing clashes with peaceful negotiations.

lranian filmsin
Japanese markets

TEHRAN - In response to
the huge interest shown by
the Japanese peoplein Iranian
films, video tapes of the Ira-
nian films are now available
at the Japanese video shops.

The video tapes include
the international prize win-
ners such as ‘Where is the
Friend's House' directed by
Abbas Kia Rostami and
‘White Balloon’ by Ja far Pa-
nahi. Japanese television net-
works have broadcast Iranian
films with Japanese subtitles.

A clerk at a Tokyo store
told IRNA that the simplicity,
delicacy and elegance of Ira

nian films have attracted Jap-
anese viewers.

According to cin-
ematographers here, ‘ Taste of
Cherry’ another film by the
renowned Iranian director Kia
Rostami will be screened in
Japanese movie theaters in
January.

Recently, ‘ Passenger
from South’ directed by Par-
viz Shahbazi won gold medal
award and the first prize of
the youth section of Japan's
international film festival.

290 films from 43 coun-
tries entered the festival in
youth section.

Huge investment in
mar inestructures

TEHRAN - Some RIs. 40 trillion has so far been invested for
construction of marine structuresin the Islamic Republic of Iran,
stated the Deputy Energy Minister inchargeof thecountry’ s water

department, Rasoul Zargar.

Addressing agathering, Zargar added that 200 water projects,
with anapproved budget of RIs. 20trillion, arecurrently underway
inthecountry, of which70aredam constructionprojects.

According to the official, all the projects would be compl eted
by the middle of the third economic, social and cultural develop-
ment plan. Pointing out that Iranislocated on thedry and semi-dry
belt of the globe, Zargar stressed the importance of timely in-
vestmentsinthewater rel ated projectsinthecountry.

Egyptian-Iranian cooperation in medicine production

TEHRAN- Egypt and
Iran have agreed to export
Egyptian medicine to the
Central Asian republics via
Iran and to exchange in-
formation in the production of
medicine, medica research
and psychological diseases.

Cairo daily Al-Ahram has
reported that Egypt's Health
and Housing Minister Ismail
Salam met in Cairo Iran’s

Health and Medica Educa
tion Minister Mohammad Fa-
rhadi and discussed ways to
promote bilatera coop-
eration, IRNA reported from
Athens.

The two sides agreed to
cooperate in the production
and marketing of medicines
which are difficult to man-
ufacture like cancer drugs, as
well as on exchange visits by

with Iran.

Sargjayev said that his
country considers Iran as its
long-term and trustworthy
partner and is keen on launch-
ing joint ventures in econom-
ic and technical fields with
Iran. The officias of the two
countries also underlined the
need for speedy de-
termination of the Caspian
Sea legal regime agreed upon
by al littoral states. They be-
lieved the continuation of the
status quo will not be in the
interests of any country.

Iran to pro

7

sites, IRNA reported.

cember, will be seated.

Kaba for six months.

\

Saudi king presents
drapery of Holy Kaba
to OIC summit

TEHRAN - King Fahd ibn Abd a-Aziz as-Saud of
Saudi Arabia has presented the drapery of the door of Holy
Kaba as a gift to the forthcoming Tehran summit meet of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

In a specia ceremony, the drapery was delivered to
Iran’s permanent representative to the OIC, Sabah Zan-
ganeh by the deputy head for the affairs related to the holy

The drapery is to hang over the area where the pre-
siding board of the 8th OIC summit meet, dated for De-

The borders of the drapery carry motif depicting verses
from the Holy Quran woven with pure gold and silver
threads. Several artists have spent months to produce this 8
by 4 meter work of art which weighs about 100 kg.

The drapery was hanging over the door of the Holy

|ran seeking expansion of
tieswith African countries

TEHRAN - Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri in a meeting here on
Sunday with Iran’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Saghaeian, underlined further
expasion of Iran’srelations with all African countries.

The Majlis speaker also called for formation of Irano-Tanzanian parlia-
mentary freindship group as well as al-out expansion of relations between
Tehran and Dar es Salaam.

Saghaeian in reply gave a report on the country of his assignment par-
ticularly issues relevant to parliamentary affairs.

cultural cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - Culture and
Islamic Guidance Minister
Attaollah Mohajerani in a
meeting with Hungarian Dep-
uty Minister of Culture and
Education Peter Medgyes
here on Sunday underlined
the need for expansion of cul-
tural cooperation between
Tehran and Budapest.

Medgyes is here on a
state official visit to sign an
agreement for mutual coop-
erationin thefield of culture.

He said the victory of Is-
lamic Revolution and col-
lapse of the former Soviet in-
haled a new life into Iran and

pose formation of environment

data bank at Bahrain meeting

TEHRAN - Vice-
President and head of the En-
vironment  Protection Or-
ganization Ms. Masoumeh
Ebtekar said that she would
attend the annual meeting of
the regiona Organization for
the Protection of the Marine
Environment to open in Bah-
rain on Wednesday.

She told IRNA that the
Iranian delegation will par-
ticipate in the meeting with
an aim of establishing a data
bank in Iran on issues related
to the regional envoironment
and promoting relations with
regional countries.

Ms Ebtekar who will
head the expert delegation to

the one-day meeting added
that the elimination of pollu-
tion caused by the sunken
ships in the Persian Gulf wa-
ters, reviewing ways to con-
trol  pollution caused by
ports, conduction of joint re-
search projects on different
kinds of pollutants and es
tablishment of a data bank on

OIC to launch
academic network

TEHRAN - Members of
the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC) will
launch an academic network
to gather scientific and tech-
nica data in the Idamic
world as well as compile bi-
ographies of Muslim schol-
ars.

Iran’s permanent repre-
sentative to OIC Sabah Zan-
ganeh told IRNA that ac-
ademic centers of Islamic
countries have recently start-
ed forwarding data, research
and biographies of their sci-
entists to the OIC sec-
retariat.

Meanwhile, the sec-
retariat has relayed in-
formation package to the Pa-
kistan-based standing
committee on science and
technology, he said, adding
that the data only covers ba-
sic sciences such as math-
ematics, chemistry and
physics and does not include
humanities.

All the science and high-
er education ministers of
OIC states are members of
the committee, which is
headed by the president of
Pakistan. The committee
meets bi-annualy to ex-
change views on related
matters.

Objectives of the com-
mittee include promotion of
academic exchanges among
member  states, imple-
mentation of various sci-
entific programs and or-

ganizing academic and
technical gatherings, noted
Zanganeh.

He said the Islamic De-
velopment Bank will meet
the whole or part of the bud-
get needed to support sci-
entific and technologica
cooperation among member
countries upon request of
the country initiating the
project.

Zanganeh further re-
marked that the Tehran OIC

\_

" AbbasKiarostami's |
photo exhibition
In Greece

J

TEHRAN - A photo ex-
hibition of Iran's renowned
film director Abbas Kia
rostami opened Sunday night
a the sidelines of the Thes-
salonik international film fes-
tival.

The exhibition displays
fifty photographs of the to-
pography of north and cen-
tral Iran taken by Kiarostami
between 1992-1995 during
the shooting of his films,
IRNA reported from Athens.

The Iranian director ar-
rived in Thessaloniki,
Greece's second-largest city,
Sunday evening to in-
augurate the photo exhibi-
tion.

Meanwhile, two Iranian
films, Abbas Kiarostami’s

medical students and grant-
ing of scholarships and
cooperation with the Naser
hospital institute in Cairo in
the fields of family plan-
ning.

According to Al-Ahram,
the Iranian  delegation

“Taste of Cherries’ and Par-
viz Shabazi's “Musafir Jo-
nubi” (traveller from the
south) will be screened dur-
ing the Thessalonik film fes-
tival which opened Friday
night.

The two Iranian films
are not taking part in the in-
ternational competition sec-
tion, but will be screened
within the “new horizon”
section which incorporates a
panorama of films of new
and famous directors.

Movies mainly from Eu-
rope and the U.S. are taking
part in the 38th Thessaloniki
international  film  festival
which is held every year in
the northern Greek city.

praised the standard of health
institutions in Egypt and said
the Naser institute offers high
international level of health
care and that Egyptian med-
icine was as good as those
produced in advanced na
tions.

summit will review al steps
taken by the OIC in scientific
and technological fieldsin the
past three years.

Aladi:

|ran acknowledges equal rightsfor a

TEHRAN - Iran, as a dy-
namic political system, on the
basis of progressive Islamic
values acknowledges inherent
dignity and equa rights for
al members of the human
community and believes in
peace and justice as pillars for
realization of human rights
and basic freedoms, said a
senior Iranian official.

Speaking at a session of
the third committee of the
UN. General Assembly,
Mostafa Alagi, member of the
Iranian mission to the
U.N., commented on the re-

environmental issues in the
region were high on the agen-
da of the meeting.

She further noted that the
Iranian delegation is de
termined to propose the meet-
ing the formation of a data
bank in Iran to gain access to
effective methods of pro-
tecting the marine environ-
ment of the Persian Gulf and
to persuade regional countries
to cooperate in this regard.

The ministers of environ-
mental affairs of Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Qatar, Irag
and Bahrain, as member
countries of the organization
will also participate in the
meet.

cent claims raised by Maurice
Danby Capithorne, the rap-
porteur of the U.N. Human
Rights Commission, IRNA
reported from New Y ork.

In a recent report to the
third commission of the Gen-
eral Assembly, Capithorne
has raised allegations on cas-
es of human rights violations
inlran.

Pointing to the issue of
democracy, Alaei said that in
addition to presidentia and
parliamentary elections, sev-
eral other local elections have
been conducted in Iran. He

U.N. proclaims 2000
as Intl. year for
culture of peace

TEHRAN - The Gener-
ad Assembly has pro-
claimed the year 2000 as
the international year for
the culture of peace, re-

ported the U.N. In-
formation Center here.
The assembly aso

adopted a resolution calling
for a draft declaration and
program of action on a
culture of peace, to be sub-
mitted by the United Na
tions secretary-general and
the director general of the
United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization
(UNESCO) by its next ses-
sion.

According to a report
by UNESCO, the challenge
of promoting a culture of
peace is so broad and far-
reaching that it can only be
accomplished if it becomes
a matter of priority for the
entire United Nations sys
tem.

The report cals for a
global effort led by the
United Nations to provide
people with peacemaking
skills, such as dialogue, re-
spect for human rights, me-
diation, consensus building
and cooperation.

Also, the assembly pro-
claimed the year 2001 as
the international year of
volunteers. It caled for

concerted campaign to pro-
mote the year, with strong
media participation.

The assembly appeaed
to member states to high-
light 2001 as a specia occa-
sion benefiting people of the
world in their quest for a
better life, based on the vol-
untary commitment of in-
dividuals and groups who
give their time and share
their resources and skills in
the interest of those in need.

Hungary respectively and
conclusion of a contract for
mutual cultural cooperation
as well as formation of joint
commissions would help ex-
pand bilateral cultura re-
lations, IRNA reported.

He said that exchange of
cultural and arts delegations,
organization of film weeks,
cooperation  between their
news agencies and press and
exchange of tourists can be
among areas wherein the two
countries can have cultura
cooperation.

Mohgjerani said that films
can serve as an important fac-

tor for expansion of cultura
cooperation and said that Ira
nian films have their own
mark distinctions and are rec-
ognized around the world for
following areliable style.

This, he added, ne
cessitates expansion of re-
lations with other countriesin
the field of films and screen-
ing of lranian films in the
world.

He said that expansion of
cultural relations with Iran
has been given the priority by
Hungary and expressed hope
that bilateral cultural relations
would further expand.

for thefirst time.

Arab states.

Arab League head
to attend OIC
summit In Tehran

TEHRAN - Secretary Genera of the Arab League, Es-
mat Abdel-Maguid, will arrive here on December 8 to at-
tend the 3-day summit of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference in Tehran from December 9-11.

Abdel-Maguid said that the invitation from President
Mohammad Khatami inviting him to attend the OIC sum-
mit is an honor and expressed happiness for visiting Tehran

Abdel-Maguid, in a meeting with the head of Iran’s In-
terest Section in Cairo, expressed satifaction over the
progress in relations between the Islamic Republic and

He said that the League supports improvement of Iran-
Arab relations and called for intensification of cooperation
between the Islamic countries.

The secretary genera said that the Tehran summit is a
suitable opportunity for strengthening unity among Islamic
countries and creating new ties.

stressed that the recent pres-
idential €elections was in fact
manifestation of lran's de-
termination to fulfill both its
Islamic prinicples and inter-
nationally accepted criteria.
As for the freedom of ex-
pression, Alaei said Iran has
been witness to constant
progress in this connection,

adding that the society was
today experiencing one of its
most dynamic and energetic
eras of its history in which, as
has been affirmed by the rap-
porteur, debates are held over
variety of issues including
freedom of expression and
role of various factions in the
administration.

Iran most irtlependent nation

In policy formulation

TEHRAN - Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Ataol-

lah Mohajerani regarded Velayat-e Fagih (supreme religious ju-
risprudent), national unity and territorial integrity as three prin-
ciples of the duty of the Basij (volunteer mobilization forces).
Congratulating the Basijis around the country on the occa-
sion of Basij week, Mohgjerani said that Iran is the most in-
dependent country in the world in the area where both domestic
and foreign policy formulations are concerned, IRNA reported.
He pointed out “it is the fact which has always been con-
fessed by both friends and foes of the Islamic Republic of Iran.”
Mohgjerani stressed that the sovereignty of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is based on Islamic constitution, which propounds
principles of divine jurisprudent codes, and theological phi-
losophy, where peopl€e’s presence plays a decisive role.
Mohgjerani then deduced that in majority of the countries
where the government is not based on popular support of the
people, their governments have no choice but to opt for foreign
backing and as a consequence of such a situation, they are

forced to shift the decision making body abroad where both do-
mestic and foreign policies are formulated and directed.

At the end of his speech the minister called Basij as a val-
uable religion-oriented force which played a constructive role as
auniting factor between the different agencies and the nation.

Iran takes active part in
Dubal autumn fair

TEHRAN - Fifty lranian
companies sponsored by the
Export Promotion Center of
Iran are participating in Dubai
international autumn fair.

Some 35 countries are
participating in the fair which
opened on Sunday and is to
continue until Thursday.

Iran, which is the second
largest participant after Chi-
na, is displaying goods from
50 manufacturing, industrial,
service and trade companies
representing 150 manufactur-
ers in an area occuping 620
sguare meters of land.

The goods on display in-
clude various kinds of cloth,

textile, foodstuff, sanitary
ware, toys, carpet, gelim,
tiles, handicraft, audio and
thermal insulators, detergents,
construction materials as well
as light and heavy industrial
manufactured goods.

The Deputy Iranian Con-
sul in Dubai, Mohsen Bavafa
said that Iran’s participation
in the Dubai international au-
tumn fair follows the coun-
try’s successful participation
in the spring and autumn fairs
last year.

Pointing to the participa-
tion of lranian companies in
dubai fairs in the past few

years, Bavafa noted that these
activities will pave the way
for further export of Iranian
goods to markets in the Per-
sian Gulf region.

He stated that apart from
the export of foodstuff, handi-
craft and carpets, other Ira
nian goods such as heavy in-
dustrial products have aso
found way into regional mar-
kets.

The Iranian officia re-
marked that Iran’s industria
achievements have been put
on display through the pres-
entation of manufactured
products at the fair.

You can advertisein

Deprivation eliminated from
7,000 villages during 5 year plans

TEHRAN - Deprivation has been eliminated from 7,000 vil-
lages across the country since the beginning of the five year de-
velopment plansin 1984.

The villages now have safe drinking water, electricity, road
networks, and educational facilities.

RIs. 750 billion has been earmarked for the development of
deprived areas of the country this year and 6,900 development
project have alreadey been launched in those regions.

In addition, RIs. 700 billion worth of subsidized banking fa-
cilities has been given to rural people this year in order to stem
the tide of immigration from villages to urban areas.

[ranian appointed deputy
UN. envoy in Angola

TEHRAN - An Iranian expert in peace keeping re-
lated affairs in the U.N. Behrouz Sadri was appointed as
deputy of the U.N. envoy in Angola.

This was announced by the U.N. spokesman Fred
Echhard in a pressinterview in New York.

Sadri was born in Tehran 61 years ago and has been
serving in the U.N. since 40 years ago. He joined the
U.N. services after finishing his studies in France.

He started cooperting with the U.N. peacekeeping
forcesin Congo from 1960 to 1962.

Cabinet ministers end debate
on next year's budget

TEHRAN - The cabinet ministers have ended debate on
country’s next year budget. In a meeting, presided over by Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami, the ministers approved draft of the
budget bill for the Iranian year 1377 (to start March 21, 1998).
The bill has one article and 57 notes. The draft bill will be for-
warded to Majlisfor debate and ratification.
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