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Tehran-Tokyo relations

growing

ISFAHAN - Japanese Ambassador to Tehran Takaya Suto said here on

Wednesday that relations between Iran and Japan are growing thanks to the | N
long-standing historical amity between the two nations.

In a meeting with Governor General of Isfahan province Jaafar Mousavi,
Suto said grounds are prepared for he two countries to launch joint venture

projects.

Mousavi welcomed the joint cooperation in implementing devel opment

projects in the wake of the Iragi-imposed war.

The governor genera called for development of Tehran-Tokyo relations

and exchange of expertise between the two countries.

Leader:

T E R N
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OPEC ministers meet in Jakarta

TEHRAN - The 103rd meeting of oil ministers of 11 member Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) opened in the Indonesian cap-
ital Wednesday afternoon. The meet is scheduled to review the report by the
Iranian oil minister before embarking on discussions on member countries
production quota. Determination of a new production ceiling, reviewing the
organization's structure, world oil prices and a mechanism for monitoring
each member’ s production are also high on the six-day meet’s agenda.

The ministers would also elect a new secretary general who would hold
the post for athree-year period.

The Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zangeneh during the last two days
met and conferred with the high ranking Indonesian officials as well as oil

- Veayat-e Fagih, backbone of
|slamic system of government

TEHRAN - The Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, Ay-
atollah Seyed Ali Khamenei,
here Wednesday told a huge
audience of Basij (volnteer)
forces that with a strong leas-
dership and a nation always
present on the scenes, al the
conspiracies of the enemies
have failed and would face
similar fate in the future.

The recent conspiracies to
erode Velayat-e Fagih (gov-
ernance of supreme ju-
risprudent), has been archi-
tected by the enemies and
carried out by some naive in-
dividuals, IRNA reported.

The government officials,
the clergies and the people
gave a befitting response to
the recent conspiracies, prov-
ing the extent of the Iranian
nation’s awareness.

“Velayat-e Fagih is the
backbone of the Islamic sys-
tem of government and | asa
member of this nation am du-
tybound to defend the ve-
layat.”

The Leader thanked the
nation for frustrating the re-
cent conspiracy hatched by

Ebtekar:

the enemies of the revolution,
adding that a fully aware
‘Marja Taglid (a supreme
aim whose religious rulings
are followed by Muslims) is
the best of blessings for a na-
tion, a Marja who cannot be
deceived or be influenced by
enemy’s propaganda  and
who does not receive its polit-
ical outlook from the Isragli
radio.

The Leader of the Ilamic
Revolution further asked the
nation to halt its protest ral-
lies.

The Leader also chal-
lenged the world arrogance
reminding foreign enemies of
Iran that the Islamic Revolu-
tion had shaken the throne of
“the empire of world ar-
rogance”’ (that is the U.S)
and that it would not hit any
obstacle in its march to its
destination.

He also prayed to the Al-
mighty that he would be able
to continue to serve Islam and
the Iranian nation with his
full capacity and fight “the
enemies of Islam and of the
Islamic Iran.”

Persian Gulf pollution in
part dueto foreign fleets

TEHRAN - Vice President of Iran in charge of the environ-
ment Mrs. Massoumeh Ebtekar said in Bahrain Wednesday that
the increasing traffic of ships in the Persian Gulf and the pres-
ence there of foreign fleets is in part responsible for the pollu-

tion of the Persian Gulf.

The Iranian official who is in Manama, Bahrain, for the
meeting of the executive commission of the regiona assembly
said all Persian Gulf states should collaborate in an effort to
make the region pollution free, IRNA reported.

Mrs. Ebtekar on Wednesday aso met with the Emir of Bah-
rain Sheikh Isa bin Salman al-Khalifa and called on him to en-
list the cooperation of all Persian Gulf governments for making
the region environmentally clean. She reminded that the natural
environment is a blessing of God which must be appreciated and
protected by the Muslim nations of the region.

The emir of Bahrain agreed with the Iranian official on the
urgency of the issue and offered his persona support for the

project.
Mohajerani:

Civil society allows
bl ossoming of
human creativity

AHVAZ, Khuzestan -
Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance Ataollah Mo-
hajerani here Tuesday called
for active participation of all
people, university students in
particular, in the country’s af-
fairs to uplift the ISamic Re-
public of Iran.

Addressing a gathering of
students and staff of Ahvaz
University, he noted that ina
civil society all people have
the right to express their
views on different issues,
IRNA reported.

Complying with law is
the main theme of any civil
society, he said stressing that
the Velayat-e Fagih (govern-
ance of supreme ju-
risprudence) is an integral
part of the constitution.

The culture and Islamic

guidance minister termed
Anti-lran
sanctions
useless:
Nazarbayev
TEHRAN - Kazakh
President Nursultan Na-

zarbayev who is currently
visiting Germany said anti-
Iran trade sanctions are use-
less.

According to the Kazakh
press on Thursday, Na
zarbayev made the remark
after meeting German Chan-
cellor, Helmut Kohl, IRNA
reported from Almaty.

The Kazakh president
who is to attend the Tehran
summit of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) on December 9-11
was also quoted as saying
that he will use the op-
portunity to become further
acquainted with the policies
and viewpoints of the new
Iranian government during
the summit.

Kazakhstan has been
among the first countries to
reject U.S. sanctions against
Iran.

Only Washington and
Tel Aviv supported the sanc-
tions with whom Iran has no
relations.

Senior officials of Amer-
ican oil companies have said
the White House must lift
the sanction in order to rec-
tify its mistake.

creativity, research and
search for truth as essential
for the Muslim nations, uni-
versity studentsin particular.

At the end of the meeting,
Mohagjerani answered to a
number of questions raised
by students on the recent de-
velopments in the country.

Rational and reasonable
reactions are acceptable in a
law-abiding system where
disrespect for people and de-
struction are  considered
against the law, the minister
noted.

He stressed that no prob-
lem exists in the country. No-
body should portray trivial
issues as a crisis particularly
at outset of the summit of the
Organization of the Idlamic
Conference, he concluded.

Zarif:

Elserwhere in his address
to the Badijis, the Leader of
the Islamic  Revolution
praised the Basij and paid a
personal tribute to the founder
of the Islamic Revolution,
Imam Khomeini, for having
issued his decree for the for-
mation of the Basij after the
triumph of the Islamic Rev-
olution in February 1979.

He also praised the Basij
force for having contributed
to the triumph of the Islamic

Revolution and for its con-
tribution to the war effort
during the war years with
self-sacrificing acts.

Before the Leader's ad-
dress to the Basij, Command-
er of the Islamic Revolution’s
Guards Corps Magjor General
Rahim Mostafavi, and com-
mander of Basij resistance
Brigadier General Alireza Af-
shar presented a report on
their plannings for improving
the Basij force.

ISSN: 1353 - 8829 NO. 872, FRIDAY, NOV. 28 1997

lran ready to open dialog
with European countries

TEHRAN - lIran’s For-
eign  Ministry spokesman,
Mahmoud Mohammadi, here
on Wednesday referred to Is-
rael as an “arsenal of deadly
arms’ and termed the in-
attention of the international
organizations to this issue as
“destructive’ to the world se-
curity and human survival.

Responding to the un-
founded statements by the
U.S. defense secretary, Mo-
hammadi referred to Iran's
formal ratification of the trea-
ty banning production, de-
velopment and stockpiling of

Government announces
forex policy for next year

TEHRAN - According to the 29th note
of the budget hill to be presented to the
Majlis next Sunday, the ceiling of Iran’s
foreign exchange expenditures has been
estimated at Dlirs. 14.892 billion for the
next Iranian fiscal year (starting March 21,
5998), reported a Persian daily Wednes-

ay

The ceiling, assessed by taking into
consideration possible future develop-
ments in the international oil market, is
DIrs. 1.185 hillion less than the current
year's foreign exchange budget, IRNA
quoted ‘Hamshahri’ as saying.

In case of materialization, the govern-
ment will spend the surplus foreign cur-
rency earnings on increasing foreign ex-
change reserves and repaying debts and

foreign undertakings.

The hill also points out that according
to the Second Development Plan law, the
total foreign exchange obligations of the
country must drop at least by Dirs 1.641
billion by the end of the next fiscal year
(March 20, 1999) compared to the be-

ginning of the year.

As in the current year, a committee
will be set up next year chaired by the
president and attended by the minister of
economic and financial affairs, governor
of the Central Bank of Iran, head of the
Plan and Budget Organization and two
ministers chosen by the government to for-
mulate policies on encouragement of pur-
chaes in rial, to regulate foreign exchange
market and to balance the market.

After being ratified by the cabinet of
ministers, measures will be taken to en-
force these policies. Two Majlis deputies
chosen by the Magjlis will aso attend the
committee sessions as observers.

According to the budget bill, govern-
ment organizations are bound to carry out

Council.

the law.

any deal or foreign contracts worth more
than one hillion dollars through limited or
international tender (or by publishing ten-
der notices in mass circulated domestic
and foreign newspapers).

It stressed that exceptional cases will
be confirmed by the High Economic

The Central Bank of Iran is authorized
to make commitments or pay for trans-
actions and agreements which are en-
dorsed by the highest executive official.

The bill bans any sort of trade activ-
ities including buying or selling domestic
or foreign goods as well as import or ex-
port by organizations, ministries and state-
owned companies that their names should
be mentioned in case of being covered by

It also conditions trade activities by
companies subject to the fourth genera
auditing law, that is the companies which
are not engaged in trade activites, on con-
firmation of the Commerce Ministry and
approval of the cabinet ministers.

The government will also fix the for-

come.

eign exchange parity rate so that besides
meeting the basic needs for raw materials
and spare parts of industries, capital and
intermediary goods and other needs of the
society and providing hard currency for
goods which boost production of export-
able commodities, the income predicted in
rial would be obtained.

The Central Bank of Iran is dutybound
to deposit with the treasury the revenues
earned from selling foreign exchanges on
amonthly basis.

The government’s foreign exchange
revenues have been predicted to amount to
Dlirs 17.459 billion next year including
Dirs. 1.6 hillion worth of oil export in-

ECO chief appreciates Iran’s support

TEHRAN - Secretary-
General of the Economic
Cooperation Organization

(ECO) Onder Ozar here on
Wednesday appreciated
Iran’s support for the regional
organization.

In ameeting with Foreign
Minister Kama Kharrazi,
Ozar gave a report on re-
structuring of the ECO and
the organization’s plan to
cooperate with international
and sub-regional organiza-
tions, IRNA reported.

Kharrazi  congratulated
Ozar on the ECO day (No-
vember 27) and said ECO is
an important regiona or-
ganization serving to develop

cooperation among the mem-
ber states.

Referring to the large-
scale economic potential of
the ECO member states,
Kharrazi hoped that the re-
giona organization would
help mobilize the enormous
capacity of the member states
for economic development
of regional countries.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
foreign minister on Wednes-
day sent separate messages to
foreign ministers of member
countries of the Economic
Cooperation Organization
congratulating them on the
occasion of ECO day.

In his message, Kharrazi

recaled various gatherings
by representatives of ECO
members earlier this year
which, he said, would leave
a good impact on the future
activities of the organiza-
tion.

He said the organiza
tion’s restructuring since Jan-
uary 1997, and the relocation
of ECO’s secretariat to its
new venue had ushered in a
new erafor ECO.

Kharrazi reminded that
the new prospects for ECO
obviously put added re-
sponsibility on the shoulder
of its member states for a
more active role in al areas
of cooperation between them.

|ast consultations made on Tehran summit

TEHRAN - The last
consultations on the 8th
summit of the Organization
of Islamic Conference (OIC)

Private sector i nvestment

to be held in Tehran were
made in a meeting between
the lranian Deputy Foreign
Minister and ambassadors

and charge d' affaires of OIC
member countries to Tehran.
Mohammad Javad Zarif,
deputy foreign minister for

N

construction sector up by 69 pc

TEHRAN - The private
sector’'s investment in new
buildings in urban areas
stood at Rls. 12,832 hillion
at current prices last year,
69.8 percent more than the
prevous year.

A report by the Centra
Bank of Iran said that the pri-
vate sector began the con-
struction of approximately
124,000 new buildings in the
urban areas last year, reg-
istering a 8.9 percent in-
crease over the preceding
yesr.

Last year, the report said,
the cost of each square meter
of anew building with an av-
erage roofed area of 295
square meters was  estiamted
at Rls. 392,000, showing a
57.6 and 25 percent increase
respectivly compared to the
previous year.

During the period under
study, 121,000 buildings
were completed which in-
dicated a 5.2 percent de-
crease compared to the pre-
ceding year. The average

cost of each square meter of
said buildings was RIs.
265,000 and the average
roofed area 247 sguare me-
ters.According to the study,
last year 205,000 residential

units with an average roofed
area of 130 sguare meters
were completed by the pri-
vate sector which registerd a
25 percent decrease com-
pared to the year before.

Expansion of railroad
cooperation discussed
with Russia

TEHRAN- The Iranian Ambassador to Moscow Mehdi Sa-
fari in a meeting with Russian Minister of Transport Nikolai
Aksionenko in Moscow on Wednesday discussed avenues for
expansion of cooperation between Iran and Russia in railroad

sector.

The two officials also discussed the reopening of Moscow-
Jolfa railroad, purchasing train wagons and railroad equipment,
construction of locomotives in Iran and participation of Russia
in project to expand Iran’s railroads network, IRNA reported

from Mocow.

Aksionenko aso expressed hope that through the coop-
eration of the Cacauses countries the Jolfa railroad track will

soon become operational .

The two officials also agreed to establish a working com-
mittee to analyze ways of implementing these projects so that
their findings could be discussed in the next meeting of the Ira-
nian minister of transport with his Russian counterpart.

legal and intenrational af-
fairs has so far had numer-
ous meetings with the Teh-
ran based diplomats of the
OIC members states but but
Wednesday morning’s
meeting was the last one
held in this regard, IRNA re-
ported.

The senior experts of the
OIC member states are re-
sponsible for making prep-
arations for the Tehran sum-
mit, Zarif said at the end of
Wednesday morning’'s ses-
sion.

The oic expert meeting
will be held on December 2-
5, he added. Zarif said that
the expert meeting will ap-
prove the plan of action and
agenda for the OIC summit
and for the ministerial meet-
ing as well as the resolu-
tions. Leaders of the Islamic
countries will debate and rat-
ify 150 resolutions to be pre-
pared by the experts and for-
eign ministers of the OIC
member states, he noted.

Foreign ministerial meet-
ing will be held on De-
cember 6-7. The OIC leaders
will arive here on De
cember 8 and the summit is
to be held on December 9-
11

chemical weapons, adding
that relevant organizations
and many countries have
praised the Islamic Republic
for joining the convention
banning chemical weapons,
IRNA reported.

Highlighting the fact that
the U.S. itself produces and
distributes the deadliest of
weapons, and supports the Zi-
onist regime which possesses
al kinds of weapons of mass
destruction, Mohammadi
called William Cohen’s state-
ments against Iran as part of
the U.S. propaganda cam-
paign to divert world public
oppinion from political fail-
ures of both the U.S. and Is-
rael in the region.

“The U.S. seeks its vital
interest in instability and ten-
sions in the world which ex-
plains its opposition to peace-
ful coexistence and
cooperation.”

The Foreign Ministry
spokesman also touched on
the announced inclination of
European countries including
Germany to open a diaog
with Iran, stating “the Islamic
Republic of Iran is ready to
embark on constructive di-
alogs with al European
states, provided that they
have the political resolve to
correct their relations with
Iran and further adopt policies
towards the Islamic Republic
based on mutual respect and
free from outside influences.”

The German daily Frank-
furter Rundschau recently
quoted the German Foreign
Ministry spokesman as say-
ing that the Bonn government
hopes that  the return of its
ambassador to Tehran would
be the preamble to nego-
tioations over all the issues of
contention between the two
nations.

Peace in Afghanistan,
common goal of Iran,
Pakistan

TEHRAN - Iranian special
envoy on Afghan affairs
Alaeddin Boroujerdi in Is
lamabad on Wednesday held
talks with President Farooq
Ahmad Khan Leghari on the
latest developments in Af-
ghanistan and mutual coop-
eration in this respect.

Boroujerdi conveyed the
greetings of President Mo-
hammad Khatami to Pres
ident Leghari, IRNA reported
from Islamabad. Leghari ex-
pressed Pakistan's readiness
to seriously cooperate with
Iran to help resolve the Af-
ghan crisis adding that peace
in Afghanistan is the common
goa of lran and Pakistan.
President Leghari said Paki-
stan has accorded special im-
portance to the upcoming
summit of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference (OIC)
to be held in Tehran (De-
cember 9-11) and hoped that
the summit would help bring
about solidarity and unity
among the Muslim nations.

Leghari expressed deep re-
gret over assassination of five
Iranian cadets in Pakistan and
said the incident dealt a great
blow to Pakistan.

On the U.S. palicy in the
region, Leghari said Pakistan
does not toe the U.S. line in
the region and formulates its
diplomacy on the basis of its
national interest despite the
U.S. pressures.

He said Pakistan is inter-
ested in long-term and multi-
lateral cooperation with Iran
regardless of the influences of
foreign elements. He hoped
that President Khatami would
visit Pekistan as his first state
visit to aforeign country since
taking the office. Boroujerdi
welcomed Pekistan's coop-
eration to help resolve the Af-
ghan crisis and said the plight
of Afghanistan is in need of a
political solution and Iran
withholds no assistance to
bring the crisisto an end. He
said Iran and Pekistan have
shouldered the heavy burden
of the Afghan crisis during the
jihadi struggle (against the for-
mer Soviet occupation) and

today they should launch
peace efforts to help the Mus-
lim nation of Afghanistan.

Later, the Iranian specia
envoy on Afhanistan told
IRNA that Tehran welcomes
any effort towards peace for
Afghanistan.

Alaeddin Boroujerdi who
is currently in Islamabad for
talks with the Pekistani au-
thorities added that a confer-
ence of Afghn groups would
be convened in Iran shortly.

“Tehran has facilitated
this conference which is going
to be held in central Iranian

Province of Isfahan next
week,” he added.
Boroujerdi said: “this

conference is by the Afghan
groups themselves but Iran is
only to host this conference.”

He said, in this conference
besides some learned Afghans
and commanders, all Afghan
groups shall participate and
exchange views on the ways
and means of restoring peace
in that war-torn country.

“Pakistan can play a key
role in matetriaisation of
peace in Afghanistan and the
main objective of my trip to
Pakistan is to exchange views
with Pakistani officials to re-
store peace in  Afghanistan,”
the Iranian envoy added.

“There is no military solu-
tion to the crisis in Af-
ghanistan,” he said.

“OIC summit in Tehran
provides a proper opportunity
for al peace-loving people to
cocentrate their offorts to re-
store peace in that country,”
Boroujerdi maintained.

In response to the qustion
that what was Iran’s position
towards Taliban he said, like
the U.N., Iran recognises the
government of President Rab-
bani, however, Tehran has a-
ways encouraged Taliban to-
wards peaceful negotiations.

Boroujerdi who has met
high ranking officials during
his two day visit to Pekistan
urged the different countries
to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of Af-
ghanistan particularly in the
forthcoming cold season.

L eader approves release

of Iragi POWs

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Idamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Kha
menei, here Wednesday ap-
proved the release of 500 Ira-
qi prisoners of war (POWS).

President Mohammad
Khatami, in a letter to the
Leader, had recommended

the unilateral release of the
POWs as a humanatarian
measure to greet ‘Eid-e
Mab'as, the auspicious an-
niversary of Hazrat Mo-
hammad's (peace be upon
him) appointment as the last
messenger of God, IRNA re-
ported.

The president con-
gratulated the Leader on the
auspicious occasion adding
that the exchange of the
POWs of the Iragi-imposed
war has been far delayed due
to lack of cooperation by the
Iragi government.

“Due to the humanitarian
nature of the issue, we hope
that the release of the POWs
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during this auspicious occa-
sion would herald the final
conclusion of the issue,” add-
ed the president.

Khatami  further  ex-
pressed hope that the Iraqgi
government  would fully
cooperate to solve the prob-
lem of POWSs.

The Leader's response
read “in the name of God. | in
turn congratulate you on the
auspicious Eid-e Mab'as. |
accept your recommendation
and wish you many rewards
from God the Almighty.”

ministers from Saudi Arabia and some other OPEC member countries.

Spanish ambassador:

Madrid
always
seeking good
relation with
Tehran

TEHRAN - The new
Spanish Ambassador to
Tehran, Gabrie Busquets
Aparicio, said here on
Wednesday that Madrid
has always sought good
and close relation with
Tehran.

In a meeting with Ira
nian Foreign Minister Ka-
mal Kharrazi in which he
submitted a copy of his
credentials to the Iranian
minister, the new am-
bassador expressed hope
for the expansion of bi-
lateral cooperation at all
levels, IRNA reported.

Referring to the ec-
onomic cooperation in re-
cent years between the
two countries, he said that
having close relations
with the Asian countries
notably with the Islamic
Republic of Iran with its
vital role in the Middle
East and its closeness to
the Central Asia and Cau-
casus, has been given top
priority in the Spanish
foreign policy.

Pointing to the deep-
rooted cultural bonds be-
tween Iran and Spain, the
ambassador called as con-
structive  the dialouge
among nations and  dif-
ferent cultures.

The Iranian foreign
minister, in reply, re-
ferring to deep-rooted re-
lation between Iran and
Spain in political, cultura
and economic  areas,
pointed to the facilities
provided by both sides
which could be used to
upgrade these relations.

In the meeting, they
also taked over the ex-
cellent position of Iran as
a linking bridge between
the two strategically im-
portant and economically
rich regions of the Cas
pian Sea and the Persian
Gulf.

1mTajik
roubles, prize
for best
history book
on Samanid
dynasty

TEHRAN - The em-
bassy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in Tgjikistan
will award a cash prize of
one million Tajik roubles
to the best book on the Sa-
manid history and civiliza-
tion.

The initiative  will
mark the 1100-year of the
foundation of the Samanid
dynasty and the prize will
be awarded to a book
which will best illustarte
the historical, scientific
and cultural impact of the
Samanid administration on
Oriental civilization.

Meanwhile, Tajikistan
municipality has also an-
nounced a DIrs-5,000 prize
to be awarded to the best
design for the statue of Is-
mail, the founder of Sa
manid dynasty. Designers
of other nationalities can
take part in the competi-
tion.

The statue will be in-
stalled a  Friendship
square in Tajikistan, re-
placing the one belonging
to Iran’s renowned poet
Abolgasem Ferdousi
which will be placed at a
sguare with the same name
in the Taik capital city,
Dushanbe.

Festivities to mark the
1,100th anniversary of the
foundation of the Samanid
dynasty will be held in
Tajikistan in late fall next
year.
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