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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(415)962-8406
http://www.LMML.com

E-mail:info@andisheh.com

Web: http://www. andisheh.
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THE WORLD MOST EXCLUSIVE TEA

Jamshid S. Irani
Attorney At Law
1170 Broadway, Suite 510-A
New York, New York 10001
Tel: (212) 683-7700
Fax: (212) 725-1772

Chandler’s Ford
Hants SO53 2PZ
ENGLAND

Tel: 0044-1703-270088
Fax: 0044-1703-255867
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AL HODA BOOKS, 76-78 Charing Cross Road,
London WC2H 0OBB

TEL: 0171 - 2408381 Fax: 0171 - 497 0180
E-mail: alhoda @ alhoda. com
$758 eio (URL): http://www.alhoda.com
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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
Join uson our “RED CARPET” atwo weeks fully escorted
Journey to IRAN “20 FEB 1998 - 06 Mar 1998”




(1 98 5l 755
(YANYEFFOYN: ks

SETTELA'AT

PAVAZYO YA u,a.U

190 iz s Wb gea slgnin b

— IOIIA

PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS

PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

9581 W. PICO BLVD.
LOSANGELES. CA. 90035 U.SA.
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Iranian Studies iyl 0
Persian Litrature

WEBSITE
WWW. american glo-
balu. edu
E-MAIL
Achieve@ american
globalu. edu
2800 University
Avenue, # 121
West Des Moines, |A
50266
Tel./Fax:

(515) 255-8262 -
Worldwide
1(800) 645-0382- in
U.S.AA. Only
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Stedl
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, etc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Finad Inspection & Certificate of|
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

EARTHQUAKE

o Sl g ST ) i
INSURANCE CLAINS

SPECIALIST

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436

(818) 501 - 1028
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IMMIGRATION TO CANADA
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_ Barristers and Solicitors
in association for the practice of Law

Mehdi Mozayyan

immigration Consultant
330 HWY #7, F Suite 318, Richmond Hill

Ontario L4B 3P8 Canada
Fax: (905)881-0291 Td: (905) 881-5657
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IMMIGRATION TO CANADA
Samugl R. Baker, Q. C. & Associates  Barristers& Soicitors
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207 Queen.s Quay West Tel: (416) 203 - 0880
Suite 822. P. O. Box 109
Toronto, Ont. Canada M5J 1A7

Fax: (416) 203 - 9559
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Tel: (416) 492-5265
Fax: (416) 492-6597

o>

Wiz el o 3 Sl ol semadS as 5 LG
S 1S 30sbsl g 755 i i
Cr SSLINT L
€53 43l g
)YJO","’JA‘A.}L.A—.«Z&‘)L)} )Ja;":i:'
JY.)\ YO, AR L}ﬁ‘w\.‘»d)‘.gd.luﬁea‘w“‘)&wbda
J‘)-Ai )Kw;cuAJ‘?g)bJ&)aobco‘ju
ol bl o soindae sim im
Hen sl ol i Wbl ko
o eleebl o diloas oo ol
RECCIY I (O VU PYP I ] [ ISR oY
&M;wfwﬁé)&@%uéra—*féﬁ
ASLS}U'.;QL:.L}AAQCM.\_;DQLJ LS o 5 alee
Law Officesof Dayanim & Associates
9454 Wilshire boulevard, Penthouse floor
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90212

Tel: (310) 276 - 0135
Fax: (310) 276 - 0046
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LAW FIRM
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OAU secretary general
Invited to OIC summit

TEHRAN - Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity
(OAU) Salim Ahmed Salim has been invited to attend the 8th summit of the

Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), to be held in Tehran next | N

month. Iranian Ambassador to Ethiopia Hussein Rajabi handed over the in-
vitation, extended by President Mohammad Khatami to Ahmed Salim in a

meeting in Addis Ababa Saturday.

At the meeting, Rajabi also voiced Tehran's readiness for playing an ac-

tive role in cooperation and developments of African continent.

He concluded that participation of the African organization at the forth-
coming OIC summit will help both the 1slamic Republic of Iran and OAU to

further bolster their constructive relations.

Boaly formed to monitor
Implementation of Congtitution

TEHRAN - A five-member body has been formed to mon-
itor implementation of the Constitution and supervise its execu-
tion.

In a letter, released Saturday, President Mohammad Kha
tami, outlined duties of the body as well as the names of its
members.

The president said in his letter that according to article 113
of the Constitution, after the Supreme Leader, the president is
the top state authority who heads the executive power and is re-
sponsible for the implementation of the Constitution except for
cases which are directly under the supervision of the Leader.

Therefore, the president stressed, in an effort to fulfil such a
grave responsibility and “in the light of the promise | made with
the great, noble nation,” a body has been formed to follow up
implementation of the Constitution, IRNA said.

According to the letter, members of the body who are ap-
pointed for a period of four years are; Goudarz Eftekhar Jah-
romi, Mohammad Esmail Shoushtari, Seyed Aabdolvahed
Mousavi Lari, Hassan Mehrpour, and Mohammad Hussein Ha-
shemi.

The body is due to formulate policies wherein imple-
mentation of the Constitution can be ensured by giving priority
to the principles guaranteeing individual and social rights of the
people.

Compiling educational and research programs to further ac-
quaint people with their legal rights, offering suitable proposals
for the enforcement of law and elimination of traces of violation
as well as preparing an annual report to be presented to the Su-
preme Leader, the people and the Mgjlis are also among other
duties of the body.

Obviously, said the president in his letter, accomplishment
of this grave responsibility demands an overall support and mo-
bilization by the people as well as cooperation and contribution
of the three powers and different institutions.

To this end, he stressed, all the officias, as well as the peo-
ple, are expected to sincerely cooperate with the body and offer
their proposals to help pave the way for a stronger rule of law in
the society.
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Next year budget isin proportion to
existing potentials, has no deficit

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
here Sunday that the budget
for the next Iranian fisca
year (starting March 21,
1998) is in proportion to the
existing potentials of the
country and has no deficit.

The president made the
remark when presenting the
draft of the Rls 233,699 bhil-
lion budget bill to the Majlis.
The draft bill has one article
and 60 notes, IRNA reported.

According to the hill the
general budget for next year
isRIs 84,750 hillion.

The president added that
the state budget comprises
the general budget of the gov-
ernment and that of com-
panies, profit organizations
affiliated to the government
and banks.

The budget shows an in-
crease of 23.9 percent com-
pared to current year’'s bud-
get.
He added that rls 93,867
billion of the budget has been
alocated to the general bud-
get of the government, an in-
crease of 15.3 percent com-
pared to the current year.

The budget alocated to

lran qualifiesfor world cup
finalsin France

TEHRAN - Iran's na afternoon.

tiona football team is qual-
ified to play in France 1998
world cup after scoring two
goalsin the second half of the
Saturday play with Austria by
two of its superstars, Karim
Bagheri and Khodadad Azizi.

The Melbourne match,
watched by about 20,000 Ira-
nians residing in Australia,
was decisive equally for Iran
and Austrdia to determine
the 32nd place for the world
cup, IRNA reported.

Thelifein Iran came to a
standstill during the match as
most Iranians watched the
match.

The Iranian team put afe-
rocious fight against the Aus-
trialian team totally turning
the tables in the second half
to the disaster of Australia.

Later, the Iranian people
poured to the streets all over
the country to celebrate the
victory of the national soccer
team who stopped Australia
on its home court Saturday

Immediately after the
game end, people in the Ira
nian capital took to streets
waving the national flag, with
motorists having their head-
lights on and honking their
horns.

Chants of ‘Iran, Iran’ was
being heard as the exhuberant
crowds on the sidewalks were
clapping and congratulating
each other on the joyous oc-
casion.

Many Tehrani teenagers,
skipping schools Saturday,
were putting up an even
more joyful celebration to
mark the return of the na
tional team to the world cup
after a 20-year absence.

Far from the joyous
scenes in Iran was the mood
in Melbourne.

The huge crowd of Aus-
tralian spectators at the crick-
et stadium who after their
team’'s 2-0 lead early in the
second half had embarked on
a premature celebration, were

Turkmenistan welcomes ran's private,

public sector bid in Intl.tender

TEHRAN - The Turkem Ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance on Friday welcomed the participation of Iranian pub-
licand private sectors in an international tender for sale of
manufacturing unitsin that country.

The Turkmen deputy minister of economy and finance
told IRNA that the tender to be announced on December
27, isin line with the country’s privatization process.

Of the 13 industrial units to be sold, nine belong to the
Ministry of Textile Industries, three to the Ministry of En-
ergy and one to the Ministry of Trade.

The buyers of the units costing less than one billion ma-
nats (5,400 manats=one dollar) can pay 50 percent of the
total amount within three months, and those buying units
costing between one and two billion manats and over two
billion manats will be given six and
spectively to pay half of the sum. The remainder should be
paid in a period between one and two years.

nine months re-

Iran participatesin
phar maceutical exhibition in Dubai

TEHRAN- A majority of
Iranian companies ~ which
are specialized in the field of
pharmaceutical are taking
part in the current exhibition
in Dubai. Over 52 inter-
national, regional and Arab
pharmaceutical firms are par-
ticipating in the fair which
opened in Duba Thursday,
November 27. All the avail-
able possibilities have been
used for an extensive pres-
ence at the exhibition in Du-
bai, said a Heath Ministry
official.

“iranian pavilions oc-
cupy most of the exhibition

ground,” he stated.

He added it is a golden
opportunity for the Islamic
Republic of Iran to dem-
ostrate its scientific knack,
pharmacological  capability
and pharmaceutical achieve-
ments, in addition to ac-
quainting the world of its
wide variety of products in
pharmaceuticals.

Iran’s consul genera in
Dubai, Mohammad Arab said
that it is necessary for Iran to
participate in such fair to
demonstrate its possibilities
in the field of manufacture of
medicine.

|damic trade fair to be held in Tehran

TEHRAN - On the occasion of the summit of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Conference (OIC) atrade fair will be held in
Tehran with participation of the OIC member states.

Executive director of the trade fair Akbar Nematollahi told
IRNA that the trade fair aimed to prepare grounds for forma-
tion of an Islamic common market.Saudi Arabia, Maayasia,
Pakistan, Syria, Turkey, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Palestine,
Jordan, Libya, Kyrgyzstan, the Islamic Development Bank
(IDB) and the United Nations-affiliated institutions will take
part in the Muslim world trade fair, he said.The fair will be
held in five sections including industry and mines, agriculture
and cattle breeding, industrial and scientific research section,
culture, arts and communications, and trade and commerce.He
said a pavilion has been devoted to displaying the works and
achievements of women in the Muslim countries.The Islamic
trade fair will be held from December 4 to December 15 at
Tehran international trade fair grounds.

stunned by the Iranian team’s
big rally.

A rowdy Australian fan
had earlier jumped on the
field tearing the Iranian net
before being escorted out of
the stadium by the police.

Iran was the last, but by
no means the least of the
teams to qualify for the grand
soccer tournament in France.

Iran's national  soccer
team came from behind to tie
its more famous foe 2-2 be-
fore a crowd of nearly
100,000 in Melbourne's
cricket ground. Coupled with
its 1-1 tie in Tehran last Sat-
urday, Iran qualified for the
1998 world cup competitions.

The Iranian superstars Ali
Daei, Karim Bageri and
Khodad Azizi and the rest of
the team are sure to put on a
great show in the world's
biggest sporting event.

The Leader of the IsSlamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, here Saturday ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
national soccer team’'s vic-
tory in Austrdia which
clinched the team a spot in
the world cup ‘98 in France.

Based on a statement is-
sued by the leadership’s of-
fice, scores of congratulatory
calls had poured in the office
from the joyful nation.

The Leader  further
prayed for many more suc-
cesses for the athletes in the
future.

Iran's President, Mo-
hammad Khatami aso ad-
dressed the nation and the na
tional soccer team,
congratulating them on the
team’s quadlification for the
world cup.

In part of his message,
President Khatami said “I
congratulate  you, dear
players and coaches, and you
in charge of sports and the
honorable people of Iran on
qualification of Iranian na
tiona football team for the
world cup finals in France in
1998."

The president said, “your
hardwork and resolve are
symbol of the potentia of the
grand nation of Iran especial-
ly the young generation to
build their beloved home-
land.”

He expressed hope that
the nationa team would dis-
play Iranian ethics, faith and
dignity in the course of the
world cup finals.

The president once again
expressed the best wishes for
the Iranian national team
players.

Meanwhile, Chairman of
the Expediency Council Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani fe-
licitated the Iranian nation
and members of Iranian na
tional team on being qualified
for the world cup football fi-
nals.

Issuing a statement, Raf-
sanjani said the victory of Ira-
nian national team players at
the international contest is a
symbol of the resolve of ana
tion which proudly works for
development of the country.

He appreciated the Ira
nian national team players for
observing Idlamic ethical
principles and for their
sportsmanship in their match
against the Australian team.

government companies, prof-
it organizations and banks,
stands at rls 153,691 billion,
up by 29.5 percent compared
to the current year, he said in
his address to the mgjlis.

The president added that
the budget for state com-
panies stands at Rls 136,399
billion, profit organizations at
Rls 3,266 billion and that of
the banks at RIs 14,026 hil-
lion.

He added that the rev-
enues in general state budget
is projected at Rls 84,666 bil-
lion, 29 percent higher than
that of last year. Of the fig-
ure, 26.9 percent are to come
from taxation, 36.4 percent
from oil revenues, 36.7 per-
cent from other sources.

The president added that

fluctuations in price of oil at
world market have been tak-
en into consideration.

On characteristics of the
budget bill for the Iranian
year 1377, he said that efforts
have been made to reform the
general economic structure
based on redlities and in the
light of existing capacities
and financial discipline.

Further in his remarks he
said that major accomplish-
ments have been made since
the victory of 1979 revolu-
tion, in the past eight years
in particular. No doubt, he
continued, the lranian nation
is far from the desirable stat-
us.

To attain such an status,
Khatami said, solidarity and
tremendous efforts are need-

ed.

Turning to poverty and
social gap, he stressed that the
problem cannot be overcome
overnight. However, in for-
mulating the budget all efforts
have been made to do away
with harsh redlities of pov-
erty.He said that a large num-
ber of fresh workforce will
enter the job market in the
next decade and it is neither
possible nor desirable for the
government to provide em-
ployment for the newcomers.

The president stressed
that the private sector must be
activated saying the govern-
ment can take care of plan-
ning for developing the infra-
structure but cannot be
responsive to al the needs of
the people.

Central Asian states to seek
ways for peace in Afghanistan

TEHRAN - The Iranian
Ambassador to Turkmeni-
stan, Mehdi Mir Abutalebi
declared on Friday that the
Central Asian countries in-
cluding Turkmenistan will
actively strive to solve the
Afghanistan issue during the
upcoming summit of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) in Tehran.

Speaking to IRNA, Mir
Abutalebi said that one of the
most important committees
at the Tehran summit is the
one on Afghanistan.

Participation of Centra
Asian countries neighboring
Afghanistan in the dis
cussions of this committee
can be very effective in solv-

Khatami:

ing the problems facing Af-
ghanistan.

He aso said that Tur-
kemenistan, whose president
will travel to Iran, will be rep-
resented at the highest level at
the OIC summit.

The Iranian envoy de-
scribed the presence of the
newly-independent  states in
Central Asia at the OIC sum-
mit as a mgjor development in
the present era. He said that
these countries, being part of
the main family of Islamic na-
tions, will benefit from the
overdl decisions of these
decisions will also go a long
way in improving, expanding
ties and increasing com-
munications among these

countries with each and every
Islamic country. Mir Abu-
talebi also stated that working
committees will be formed at
the Tehran summit to look
into the most important issues
in the world of Islam and
matters including Palestine,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Af-
ghanistan and issues relating
to the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO). Mir
Abutalebi considered the
trend of the Islamic confer-
ence as moving towards sol-
idarity among Islamic coun-
tries and said that he viewed
the Tehran summit as the
greatest and the most success-
ful conference in the history
of the OIC.

Defense of women’s rights,
defending human society

TEHRAN - President Mo-
hammad Khatami on Sat-
urday told an audience of
women non-governmental or-
ganizations  (NGOs) that
proper defense of women and
their rights is defending the
human society.

Addressing the second
genera congress of the Inter-
national  Union of Muslim
Women's NGOs, the pres-
ident added “its a disaster to
overlook differences between
the two sexes but another dis-
aster is to consider women
the second class sex and not
just a part of the human so-
ciety,” IRNA reported.

Rejecting any dis
crimination based on sex,
Khatami stated that com-
petence should be the sole cri-
terion for achieving prom-
inance in the society.

The chief executive fur-
ther rejected exetreme views
on women's role in the so-
ciety, adding that one extreme
alows only a margina role
for women and the other ex-
treme downplays women's
noble responsibility towards
family.

Women's centra role in
the family should not lead to
their confinement to homes
and their activity in the so-
ciety should not prevent them
from carrying out their re-
sponsibility towards their
family, noted the president.

Khatami called on the Un-
ion of Musim Women's
NGOs to present alternatives
which alows women to be
active in society and at the
same time fulfill their family
responsibility.

Prior to the president’s
speech, the conference's sec-
retary, Fatemeh Hashemi,
briefed the president on the
activities of the Idamic un-
ion.

The 51-member inter-
national union is an in-
dependent body established
in 1996 to strengthen activ-
ities of Musim women's
NGOs throughout the world.

The international union is
an independent body es
tablished in 1996 to strength-
en activities of Muslim wom-
en's NGOs throughout the
world.

Improvement of women’s
status on the basis of Islamic
principles and teachings, pro-
motion of knowledge, ex-
change of information and ex-
periences, strengthening
women’s capabilities to per-
form their social and religious
responsibilities and respect to
the rights of Muslim women
are among important goals of
the union.

The three-day congress is
scheduled to issue three docu-
ments besidesits final resolu-
tion. The first document will
be the declaration of the inter-
national stance of the union
which deals with women's
rights and promoting under-
standing of the world com-
munity towards them. It also
discusses necessary means to
achieve these gods and the
existing obstacleson the way
of materializing women’s
rights.

The second document, a
recommendation to the 8th

summit of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference (OIC)
to be held in Tehran on De-
cember 9-11, will underscore
adoption of positive policies
to strengthen women's ef-
fective, constructive and ac-
tive participation at various
levels and in different fields.
It also calls for respect to the
economic and financial rights
and privilages Islam has
granted for women.

The third document will
cal for arevision in the inter-
national human rights dec-
laration.

Iran takes first place at
West Asian games

TEHRAN - Thefirst West Asian games, in which 1,104 athletes from nine
countries participated in 15 categories concluded here Friday.

Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Kuwait, Turkmenistan, Tgjikistan, Jordan, Qatar, Leb-
anon, and Y emen took part in the games, which were held from Nov. 19-28.
Iran had the largest number of participants with 300 athletes.

Iran took the first place at the games with 59 gold, 31 silver and 49 bronze
medals and 139 points. Kyrgyzsatan was second with 26 gold, 14 silver and
17 bronze medals and 57 points.

Syria with 15 gold, 20 silver and 13 bronze medals and 48 points stood

Deputy foreign minister:

Iran ready for new
relations with EU

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister, Morteza Sar-
madi, has told the Austrian daily ‘Kurier’ that the return of the
European Union (EU) ambassadors to Tehran is the preamble to
anew chapter in Iran-EU relations.

Sarmadi added “the Iranian government enjoys full support
of the nation and the country is the most independent amongst
the Middle Eastern states. For this very reason, EU should adopt
an impartia policy towards Iran,” IRNA reported from Vienna

Stating that the Mykonos court verdict has left “open
wounds for the Iranian nation,” he added that the whole affair
was based on allegations by elements affiliated to terrorist
groups.No country has ever proved that Iran supports terrorists,
added Sarmadi.The daily quoted the official as saying that Iran
welcomes new relations with both Germany and Austria.

The Iranian official spoke of the American forces presence
in the Persian Gulf, calling it the source of many tensionsin the
region.Stating that the U.S. forces should expeditiously leave
the region, Sarmadi added “the regional countries are capable of
protecting their own borders. Thisis an issue which would be on
the agenda of the Islamic conference in Tehran.”

Russian official:

Return of EU envoys
to Iran, afalurefor U.S.

TEHRAN - A senior  sin urged European gov-
Russian state Duma Friday ~ ernments to defend their
said that return of Eu-  economic interests against
ropean ambassadors to  U.S.demands.

Iran was a sign of failure The Russian officid
of U.S. Interference in Eu- underlined shared stra-
rope' s policies, adding that  tegic interests of Iran and
the event further con- Russia and said that
solidated Iran’s status in  strengthening of trade,
the world. The state Duma  cultural and technological
representative in the Eu-  ties will serve interests of
ropean Council, Alexander both countries.

Zasokhev, speaking to He said obviously at-
IRNA in Moscow, called  tempts by U.S. Congress
for Iran, Russia and Eu- to impede progress of
ropean solidarity in the  Russian, French and Ma
face of U.S. policies. laysian cooperation with

Stressing that Europe  Iran in the development
was displeased with U.S. of South Pars gasfield are
pressures, he underscored doomed. But, he stressed,
stands adopted by France, it should be kept in mind
Austria and Italy and said  that the plot is not di-
in a recent statement Rus- rected at Gazprom but at
sian President Boris Yelt-  the entire Europe.

Kiarostami’s film draws big
crowds in Thessaloniki festival

TEHRAN - Renowned Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami’s
film, Taste of Cherries is drawing large crowds at the Thes-
saloniki film festival, Greek dailies reported.

According to Greek newspaper reports, Kirostami was him-
self surprized at the big turn-out of Greek cinegoers to see his
film, IRNA reported from Athens.

“In the beginning, seeing so many people outside the cin-
ema hdl, | thought some American movie was playing. Then |
found out it was my film,” the Iranian director told a press con-
ference in Thessaoniki on Wednesday.Kiarostami is in
Greece's second-largest city, to attend the 38th International
Thessaloniki Film Festival. He told reporters that his “Taste of
Cherries’ which won the ‘Golden Palm’ at the last Cannes film
festival is being screened in several countries around the world
like Japan, Korea, Italy and France.

The Iranian film director, however, said that the image of
Iran created by the international media is a result of political
motivation. A photo exhibition of Kiarosatami is being held on
the sidelines of the Thessaloniki film festival.

Two Iranian films, Taste of Cherries and Parvez Shabazi’s
‘Traveller from the South’ are participating in the “new ho-
rizon” section of the film festival.

ECO should increase trade,
cooperation among members

TEHRAN - Despite the
inauguration of Mashhad-
Sarakhs-Tajan railways and
the strides taken to boost
transportation and tele-
communications in the re-
gion, transit among member
states of the Economic Coop-
eration Organization (ECO)
istill aproblem.

According to a morning
daily, Iran News, obstacles
to the expansion of trade
should be removed and this
is not popssible without close
cooperation and committ-
ment by members to dis-
charge their obligations.

The paper pointed out
that the region possesses vast
resources and potentials,
which have aways been the
target of powers outside the
region. It called on the ECO
member statesto tap these re-
sources in a prudent way. It
is only through full exploita-
tion of the mutual resources
coupled  with  economic
growth, that ECO can
emerge as a major economic
bloc. ECO members should
realize that the present age is
one of regional economic
cooperation. Underdevel oped
nations must consolidate
their economies in order to
be able to thwart threats like
sanctions by developed coun-
tries.

Regional economic bod-
ies like ECO, D-8 and even
larger bodies like the Or-
ganization of the Idamic
Conference (OIC) should be
expanded and consolidated
and their member  states

should have determination to
implement resolutions if they
want to succeed. ECO can
only develop and florish
through expanding in-
vestment in the government
and private sectors, ex-
panding trade among member

states and rapidly imple-
menting al previously signed
agreements., said the article.
In conclusion, the editorial
cited the trade figures among
ECO member states and said
that in 1995, out of the total
trade transactions of Dlrs 61

billion by ECO member na-
tions, only a mere DIrs three
billion was transacted among
member states. The present
balance of trade is not accept-
able and efforts should be
made to expand trade among
member states.

COMIAC-4 startswork in Dakar

TEHRAN - The fourth
session of information and
cultural affairs ministers of
members of the Organization
of the Idamic Conference
(OIC), COMIAC-4, opened
in the Senegalese capitla
Dakar, Saturday.

Representatives of some
50 member states, including
Iran’s Minister of Culture and
Idamic Guidance Ataollah
Mohgjerani, are taking part in
the two-day session.

COMIAC-4 is to discuss
issues such as performance of
the Internationa Islamic
News Agency (IINA) and Is-
lamic Broadcasting Organiza-
tion (ISBO). The session will
also study plans on formation
of an Islamic TV network (Is-
lamic Vision), a documentary
film on Qods, regulations for
observing moral and Islamic
principles in news coverage,
selection of members of the
committee to follow up ap-
provals of the session and
time and venue of COMIAC-
5.

Addressing the opening
session of COMIAC-4, the
Senegalese President Abdou
Diouf called for a serious
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campaign against foreign cul-
tural domination and for
strengthening means for dis-
semination of information.

Meanwhile, Malaysian
representative to the gath-
ering called for an end to the
U.S. extraterritorial laws and
sanctions against  foreign
firmsinvesting in Iranian and
Iragi oil and gas sectors.

Prior to the ministeria
session, senior experts of
member states in their two-
day meeting prepared the
agenda and draft resolutions
of COMIAC-4.

Earlier, Abdou Diouf in
a meeting with Mohajeraini
stressed on the need for bol-
stering bilateral relations be-

tween Tehran and Dakar.

He said Iran with its his-
tory and its role in the Mus-
lim world, will succeed in
making the OIC summit
more fruitful and more mag-
nificent. Mohgjarani said that
Iran gave great importance to
the development of coop-
eration in the political, ec-
onomic and cultural areas
with Senegal. Referring to
the decison made at OIC
summit in Dakar favoring
Iran to hoist the eighth OIC
summit, he said that Se
negal’s presence in Tehran
would be an excellent op-
portunity to discuss matters
of the expansion of bilateral
ties.
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