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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY

* Concrete Tilt-Ups * Inspection of EARTHQUAKE
Office, Warehouse damaged Bldgs.

. Dot upe * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
Reinforcing Wall to * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection . S_OU?CIJES, efc... . Senvi

* i i i ivil Engineering Services
g%rt]:glflfzngé\:ﬁg#cé Ay |, Finad Inspection & Certificate of

Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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INSURANCE CLAINS
SPECIALIST

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
(818) 501 - 1028
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IMMIGRATION TO CANADA
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Barristers and Solicitors
in association for the practice of Law
Mehdi Mozayyan
immigration Consultant
330 HWY # 7, F Suite 318, Richmond Hill
Ontario L4B 3P8 Canada

Fax: (905)881-0201 Tel; (905) 881-5657
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JAMSHID S. IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510-A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
TEL: (212) 6837700 FAX: (212)725-1772
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Td: (416) 4185316 Fax: (416) 929-9610
89 Scollard <., Toronto, Ont.
CanadaM5R 1G4
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center
8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada
Tel: (416) 733 - 0330
Fax: (416) 250 - 1818
e-mail: henrymoy @ idirect. com, http://web. idirect. Com/~ visacan
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KLM, Air France, British Airways
Kuwait Airways, Tran Air, Turkish Airline
SKYWAYS TRAVEL
301 South Tryon St. Suite 75
Charlotte, NC 28202

Tel: 704 - 370 - 0054
Fax: 704 - 370 - 0055
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Japanese trade delegation

tovigt Iran

TEHRAN - A Japanese daily ‘Nihon Keizai Shimbun' wrote that Japan’s
Trade Union Confederation is to despach a trade delegation to Tehran next

week. The daily added that the delegation is to meet with officials from the I N

ministries of industries and oil as well as Central Bank of Iran (CBI) during

the four-day stay in Tehran. The delegation isto review Iran’s economic situa-

tion since coming to office of President Mohammad Khatami, the daily said.
Iran is now meeting 10 percent of Japan’s curde oil and it isregarded as a

potential market for Japanese trade companies.

The Japanese investors have asked Japan’s government to give insurance
coverage to all Japanese businessmen and traders dealing with Iran, the daily

said.
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|ranready to assst Russa

Leacer urges Construction

Jihad to exped

erural

Oevelopmen

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei said
on Monday the Construc-
tion Jihad Ministry has

shouldered heavy re-
sponsibility in carrying out
rural  development  pro-
grams.

In a meeting with the
officials of the Construction
Jihad Ministry, the Leader

said the people living in the
rural areas should be pro-
vided with every kind of fa-
cility that exist in the urban
areas, IRNA reported.

The Leader said the
people residing in the rural
areas ensure production,
livelihood of people and the
survival of the country
and urged the Construction
Jihad Ministry to intensify

Hashemi Rafsanjani:

Afghanistan’sfate
will not be decided
on war fronts

MASHHAD, Khorasan -
Expediency Council Chair-
man Ayatollah Akbar Ha
shemi Rafsanjani said in a
message to the fifth assembly
of Afghan Shi’ite and Sunni
ulema in the holy city of
Mashhad, Khorasan Province,
on Monday that Af-
ghanistan’s destiny will not
be decided on war fronts.

The message read that to-
day, the Mudim and op-
pressed nation of Afghanistan
is in a critica condition and
for this reason the Shi’ite and
Sunni ulema in Afghanistan
shoulder the heavy task of
safeguarding national security
and territorial integrity of
their country, guaranteeing
the interests of Afghan Mus-
lim nation and preventing
fratricide and further devasta-
tions in Afghanistan, IRNA
reported.

The Idlamic Republic of
Iran has always stressed that
Afghanistan’s destiny will not
be determined in the battle
fronts, and therefore, no one
should alow further de-
terioration of situation and

waste of the national and
manpower resources, said the
message.

Solidarity and  unity
among Shi'ite and Sunni
brothers free from any ethnic
and sectarian bias and aimed
at finding a peaceful solution
to the disputs among jihadi
groups would hearten Mus-
lims and lead to the dignity of
the Afghan nation, it added.

Ayatollah Rafsanjani said
the fifth assembly of Afghan
Sunni and Shi’ite ulemais be-
ing held in Mashhad at atime
when coloniaism is trying to
weaken Afghanistan’'s na-
tiona and Islamic culture.

Unfortunately ethnic and
communal problems in Af-
ghanistan have so far served
this goa of the colonialist
powers. He expressed sym-
pathy with the survivors of re-
cent killer  earthquake in
northern provinces of Af-
ghanistan and said that Iran
would always remain beside
Afghan people and do its ut-
most to fulfil its Islamic and
humanitarian duty to help the
quake-stricken people.

Irag crisis addsto
U.S. dilemma over
Iran sanctions

TEHRAN - The prospect of U.S. military action
against Iraq has forced Washington to rethink its plans for
putting pressure on European companies dealing with Iran,
it was reported in London Monday.

After repeated delays in responding to Total of
France's investment in South Pars gas field, the U.S. gov-
ernment had been expected to make an announcement ear-
ly this month, but the looming Iraq showdown was said to
have added a new factor to the equation, IRNA reported

from London.

A senior U.S. State Department official was quoted by
the Financial Times Monday saying the issue of Irag “cer-

tainly complicates things.”

The Clinton administration has sought to minimize
damage to its relations with France and Russia, both of
which are at the frontline of U.S. threats to impose sanc-
tions over South Pars and also have serious reservations
about military strikes against Iraqg.

Relations with Germany were also said to be at stake
after finaly gaining Bonn's permission to use base facil-
ities for attacks against Iraq as it would have little choice
in backing its European partners, should sanctions be im-

posed against Total.

The Financia Tmes said that the U.S. was conscious
that dropping all objections to the South Pars deal could
lead to a collapse in its policy and open the floodgates to

European investment in Iran.

It reported that it would also prompt loud complaints
from American companies demanding to know why they
should not work in Iran when others were free to do so.

Petroleum Argus weekly suggested the latest Iragi cri-
sis offered a precious opportunity for a major change in
U.S. policy towards Iran, saying it could be used as a bar-
gaining chip with itsalliesto win U.N. support over Irag.

It believed oil companies could only gain if the U.S.
abandoned its attempts to impose sanctions by opening up
Iran’s huge energy reserves to foreign participation with-

out fear of reprisal.

Iran, the weekly also said, was the cheapest and short-
est route for the export of Caspian oil and a thaw in U.S.
policy would disentangle pipeline projects such as the one

being negotiated by Shell.

its efforts to build roads
and provide tapped drinking
water for nearly 30 percent
of the rural areas that are
still deprived of such facil-
ities.

Elsewhere in his ad-
dress, the Leader pointed to
the background of the Con-
struction Jihad as a ministry
established after the victory
of the Islamic Revolution in
1979.

The Leader also recalled
the sacrifices of the min-
istry’s personnel in the Ira-
gi-imposed war era (1980-
1988). The Construction Ji-
had was involved in build-
ing entrenchments on the
frontlines.

Before the Leader’'s re-
marks, Minister of Con-
struction Jihad Mohammad
Saeedi Kia and the Leader’s
representative to the min-
istry Heidar-Zadeh felicitat-
ed the Leader on the aus
picious occasion of the
anniversary of victory of
the Islamic Revolution and
offered report on the per-
formance of the ministry.

to send humanitarian
adtolrag

TEHRAN - The Iranian embassy in Moscow in a state-
ment announced that the Islamic Republic is ready to help
Russia send relief aids to Iraq if the U.N. committee in
charge of Iraqi sanctions allows dispatch of aid.

The statement denied a report by the Russian news
agency ‘Itar-Tass' quoting Russian diplomats in Tehran as

having said that Iran had prevented flight of a Russian
plane carrying humanitarian supplies to Irag, IRNA re-

ported from Moscow.

Following the announcement on dispatch of Russian
aid to Irag on Friday, Iran said that in principle it was ready
to extend the necessary cooperation. However, due to the
U.N. ban on flights to Irag, Iran demanded a special U.N.

permit, it added.

The Islamic Republic also asked its representative at
the U.N. to do al within his power to secure the U.N. per-

mit, the statement said.

The Iranian embassy in Moscow had informed the Rus-
sian authorities that the plane can pass through the Iranian
air space once the U.N. committee authorizes the flight.

The Russian relief plane with 48 State Duma deputies
on board had to land in Armenian republic due to failure to
receive the permission to fly to Irag.

U.N. special envoy:

lran to hold two trade fairs

In Tajikistan

TEHRAN - Iran is to hold two separate trade fairs in the cities of Du-
shanbe and Khojand in Tagjikistan before March 20, 1998, the Tajik weekly
‘Digest Press' announced in its latest issue.

The two cities of Tabriz in Iran and Khojand in Tajikistan have signed an
agreement based on which the traders and producers of each side should dis-
play their products at joint fairs, IRNA reported.

The weekly wrote that Khojand' s fair is to be held on the eve of Nowrouz,
making the beginning of new Iranian year and later a permanent store would
be set up there.

Tajik people are interested in consuming Iranian made products due to
cultural bonds between the two Persian speaking nations.

lran’s role important in
restoration of TajIk peace

TEHRAN - In a meeting
with Iran's Foreign Minister
Kama Kharrazi, the United
Nations specia envoy on Tgj-
ikistan, Gerd Dietrich Mer-
rem stated here Monday “the
Isdamic Republic of Iran
should continue to cooperate
in order to expedite the pro-
cess of the restoration of
peace in Tajikistan according
to the accord reached in Mos-
cow.”

“Most of the provisions of
the accord had been worked
out in the Islamic Republic of
Iran before the inking of the
final accord in Moscow and
that the terms of agreement
on the truce between the Ta-
jik government and the op-
position were also concluded
here,” pointed out the United
Nations special envoy, quoted
by IRNA.

lran ready to expand
ties with Bulgaria

TEHRAN, - Visiting Bul-
garian Vice-Speaker of Parlia-
ment Alexander Djerov sub-
mitted First Vice-President
Hassan Habibi a message
from the Bulgarian president

[ran intent on expanding
role of cooperatives

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Min-
ister of Cooperatives, Mor-
teza Haji, here Sunday eve-
ning announced that 2,200
new cooperatives were reg-
istered during the first nine
months of the current Iranian
year (ends March 20), further
adding that the number would
surpass 2,660 by the year end.

Farming and consumers
cooperatives account for 414
and 397 of the total, re-
spectively, while 396 units
were formed in industrial sec-
tor, 341 in services and 206 in
housing. The balance are ac-
tive in transportations and fi-
nancial fields or function as
multi-purpose entities.

Speaking to IRNA on the
occasion of the cooperatives
day in the 10-Day-Dawn,
Haji added that Rls. 173 bil-
lion has been invested in the
cooperatives which account
for 35,311 employment op-
portunities and have 121,000
registered members.

Some 460 new coop-
eratives, expected to be in-
augurated during the 10-Day-
Dawn, would employ another
10,300 people, he added.

Prior to the victory of the
1979 Idamic Revolution, the
number of cooperatives was
shy of 6,000 while the num-
ber ballooned to 27,239 six
years ago. There are presently
45,000 cooperatives active in
the country, 4,500 of which
arerural units.

Pointing out that coop-

Lawmaker :

eratives can be active in im-
ports and exports, Haji stated
“per recent agreements with
the commerce and construc-
tion jihad ministries, the
cooperatives unions can by-
pass the middleman to direct-

ly import their needed
goods.”
According to surveys,

cooperatives offer consumers
some 26 percent savings as
compared to market prices.

The Ministry of Coop-
eratives promotes public par-
ticipation to form major re-
giona cooperatives, Haji
stated, adding that the min-
istry further aims to reduce
government’s role in the ec-
onomic units.

Formation of ‘coop-
eratives bank’, currently un-
der study by the government,
should help the country’s
cooperative with their ligiud-
ity problems, the minister
said.

Note three of the new
year budget bill stipulates
Rls. 6,000 billion worth of
credit for cooperatives, 35
percent of which are allocated
to government-run  coop-
eratives while the private sec-
tor receives the remaining 65
percent.

The minister caled for
concentration of major de-
cision making processes to
form a uniform policy gov-
erning the activities of the
country’s  various  coop-
eratives.

JRM will not form
political party

TEHRAN - The Jame-e
Ruhaniyat Mobarez (JRM)
will not form a political party
since members of the central
council of the JRM believe
that the cleric should not con-
fine themselves to a political
party, said a lawmaker and
managing director of the dai-
ly ‘Resalat’.

In an interview with Teh-
ran Times, Morteza Nabavi
underlined that he is not the
spokesman of the JRM.

“What | understand from
the JRM top persondities is
that they will not form any
political party but will remain

Garaudy urges Muslimsto boycott
U.S,, support lraq

TEHRAN - The renowned
French Musdlim scholar Roger
Garaudy has cadled on Arab
and Mudlim governments and
peoples to use the weapon of
economic, political, media and

socia boycott against the
United States and Isradl if Irag
was attacked by the U.S.

Speaking to Egyptian

newspaper ‘Al-Shab’, Ga
raudy said the Jews were rul-
ing in the United States and
hence Washington cannot be a
neutral umpire in the Arab-
Israeli conflict, IRNA reported
from Athens. Asked said the
verdict of the tria he is facing
in France is to be announced
on 27 February in Paris and he

would appeal the ruling if he
was found guilty.

The 82-year old French in-
tellecutal is facing anti-
semitism charges.

Garaudy announced that
his new book in French titled
‘A’vous de Juger’ (you can
judge ) related with histrid is
to be published soon.

activein al political fields as
they have been for the last
three decades.”

Commenting on the rea
sons for the JRM’s refusal to
form a politica party, he
said, top members of JRM
hold the view that that West-
ern style political parties have
their positive and negetive as-
pects.

“While we don’'t mind bor-
rowing the positive aspects of
politica parties from the West,
we do not fully subscribeto the
manner they function in West-
ern countries.”

Moreover, the JRM mem-
bers believe that the cleric
has a broad social base and a
great responsibility towards
the masses, he said.

He said, formation of po-
litical partiesin Iran is a pos-
itive development, but the
formation has to go through
its natural process.

At present there are polit-
ical-professional  groupings
which function as parties, he
said, adding that a number of
such groupings have been
registered and it is hoped that
political parties will be
formed in the future, he con-
cluded.

for his lranian counterpart
Mohammad K hatami.

Habibi, referring to tradi-
tional and historical relations
between Iran and Bulgaria,
said that expansion of re-
lations between Iran and the
east and centra European
states is given priority by
Tehran, IRNA reported.

He said that Iran will try
to maintain cordial ties with
many countries, including the
European countries, based on
equality and mutual interests.

He said that Iran has
overcome many problems
created by certain countries,
especially the U.S, and
proved in practice that such
mischivous acts cannot harm
Iranian officials de-
termination to pursue the as-
pirations of the Islamic Rev-
olution.

Iran, which now chairs
the Organization of the Islam-
ic Conference (OIC) for the
next three years, is ready to
have extensive relations with
al Mudim states and all the
countries which are interested
in Muslims, said Habibi, add-
ing that Iran is ready to ex-
pand its cooperation with Bul-
gariain various fields.

Djerov said that Bulgaria
believes that Iran, as a pow-
erful country in the region
and the world, can paly an
outstanding role in sovling re-
gional crises.

He called the outcome of
his talks with Iranian officials
as “fruitful” and said the main
goal behind hisvisit to Iran is
to develop relations between
Tehran and Sofia and pave
the ground for further expan-
sion of bilateral relations.

Briefing the Iranian for-
eign minister on the latest de-
velopmentsin the Tajik peace
process, Merrem said that the
precise and swift enforce-
ment of the terms of accord
were the most vita re
sponsibilities shouldered by
the two parties.

The envoy then lauded
Iran for its unceasing efforts
in helping implement the
clauses of Tajik reconciliation
accord, terming Tehran's in-
itiative in dispatching mes-
sages to the U.N. Secretary
General, Kofi Annan and
countries as sponsors of Tajik
peace in trying to get the ac-
tivities of peace commission
reconvened useful and ef-
fective.

Kharrazi also stressed the
need for accelarating the en-
forcement of the terms of ac-
cord reached between two
parties, finally adding that
the Ilamic Republic of Iran
isall set to concentrate its ef-
forts aong with the United
Nations and other observer
and sponsor countriesin help-
ing Tajikistan in the enforce-
ment of peace process.

In an interview with
IRNA, the United Nations
special envoy on Tajikistan
thanked the Islamic Republic
of Iran for its effective role in
helping the Tajik peace pro-
Ccess.

He said though the peace
treaty was signed in Moscow
last June between the Tajik
government and the opposi-
tion, its implementation has
been deferred for sometime;
however, through renewed
confidence building and trust
between the two parties, the
way has been paved for the
full implementation of the
peace treaty.

He said the observer na-
tions to the Tgjik peace pro-
cess have made positive
progress to help the Tajik
peace process in addition to
the initiatives taken by the
Organization of the Islamic

Tehran, Havana
explore avenues to broaden

bilateral relations

TEHRAN - Cuban For-
eign Trade Minister Ri-
cardo Cabrisas Ruiz said
here on Monday that in-
dependence, freedom seek-
ing and struggle against
global arrogance are the
most important common
features shared by the Ira-
nian and Cuban nations.

“The Helms-Burton and
D’Amato laws are doomed
to failure,” said Ruiz in a
meeting with Vice-Speaker
of Majlis Hassan Rowhani
here on Monday.

He said that he is in
Iran to remove certain ob-
stacles impeding expansion
of economic and trade ties
between Tehran and Ha-

vana and to make efforts to
broaden bilateral relations.

He congratulated Ro-
whani on the 19th triumph
anniversary of Iran’'s Islam-
ic Revolution and ex-
pressed hope that economic
relations between Iran and
Cuba would keep pace with
their political ties.

He recalled Cuban na-
tion's resistance to all-out
pressures exerted by the
U.S., and said “the great
country” of Iran has always
served as a powerful and
strategic ally of the Cuban
nation in its struggle with
the global arrogance.

Rowhani for his part re-
ferred to friendly relations

Economic, commercial
potentials exist for
expansion of Iran, Colombia
mutual cooperation

TEHRAN - Colombian
Culture Minister Ramiro
Osorio Funska and Con-
struction Jihad Minister
Mohammad Saeedi-Kia in a
meeting here on Monday
explored ways of expanding
cooperation between Iran
and Colombia in the areas
of economy and trade.

Saeedi-Kia said that
Iran and Colombia enjoyed
economic and commercial
potentails for expansion of
mutual cooperation, IRNA
reported.

Cooperation and ex-
change of expretise in the
fields of natural resources,
live stocks, fisheries and
mutual investment in the
economic sectors would
guarantee mutual interests,

said Saeedi-Kia, adding
that his ministry is ready to
cooperate with Colombia
and exchange experts.

Funska said that there
are suitable conditions for
expansion of mutual coop-
eration and that the two
countries should make use
of the chances available.

He said that Colombia
can offer such items as an-
imal products, coffee and
sugar at the Iranian mar-
kets.

He added that exchange
of expert delegations be-
tween Iran and Colombia
would be effective in
broadening scope of mutual
cooperation and make the
formerly reached agree-

ments more practical.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

between Tehran and Ha-
vana in the post revolution
era and said that lran's
Majlis is ready to further
expand its ties with the
country.

He underlined vehe-
ment opposition voiced by
many countries to the
Helms-Burton and D’ Ama-
to laws and said the U.S.
has imposed economic
sanctions against Iran and
Cubato prove its leadership
of the world.

Rowhani, also secretary
of the Supreme National
Security Council, said the
decision made by the U.S.
to unilaterally attack Iraq is
another case of Washing-
ton’s vicious thoughts to
dominate the world.

The Americans do not
keep their words in relation
to the implementation of
the U.N. Security Council
resolutions and  fighting
terrorism, Rowhani said.

Independence of Iran
and Cuba, their confronta-
tion with their common en-
emy and struggle for free-
dom and justice are among
the most important com-
monalities of the Iranian
and Cuban nations, said Ro-
whani.

Referring to co-
ordination between Iranian
and Cuban parliaments at
international fora, Rowhani
said that Iranian Majlis is
ready to welcome high-
ranking Cuban parlia-
mentary delegations.

Conference (OIC).

Asked about the stages of
the peace treaty, Merrem said
first of all the detainees from
both sides needed to be re-
leased, and registration to in-
tegrate the army with the op-
position militia had to be
initiated.

Participation of the op-
position personalities in the
coalition government and free
activities of political parties
have also been envisaged in
the text of the peace treaty, he
said.

He said the government
has provided alist of the pris-
oners of war (POWS) to re-
lease the opposition in ac-
cordance with the stipulations
of the peace accord.

The U.N. specia envoy
confirmed that the opposition
deputy leader  Akbar Tur-
janzadeh will be given the
post of deputy prime minister
in the coalition government
and one third of the main gov-
ernment posts are to be hand-
ed over to the opposition.

He said that some break-
through has been achieved in
honoring the ceasefire, re-
patriation of Tajik refugees
and the abrogation of legal
charges against the opposi-
tion.

He expressed dismay at
the dow pace of the Taik
peace process and said Pres-
ident Rahmanov and the Tajik
opposition leader Abdullah
Nouri have both admitted to
the stalling of the imple-
mentation of the peace accord
and that an understanding pre-
vails over the two parties to
accelerate the peace process.

On the prospects of the
Tajik peace process, Merrem
said President Rahmanov and
opposition leader Abdullah
Nouri are keen on establishe-
ment of the coalition govern-
ment and he was very con-
fident that the Tajik crisis
would be defused in the very
near future.

Millions
of [ranians
to take
part in
nationwide
rallies

TEHRAN - Millions of
Iranians throughout the coun-
try will once again dem-
onstrate their resolute de-
termination in safeguarding
the Idamic Revolution by
participating in the na
tionwide rallies today.

By turning out in massive
numbers, the Iranians will
both honor the victory of the
1979 Islamic Revolution and
renew their allegiance to the
Islamic values and ideals of
the founder of the IsSlamic Re-
public.

As Iranians from dll
walks of life are preparing for
the rallies, various organiza-
tions and institutes continued
to announce their readiness to
participate in the event.

Unprecedented en-
thusiasm expressed by res
idents of the capital city Teh-
ran, especialy the youth, will
make the rallies one of the
greatest events in Iran’s post-
revolution histroy.

The coordination council
of the Islamic Propagation
Organization on Monday an-
nounced that marches in Teh-
ran will start from six points
at 08:30 hours and will con-
verge at Azadi (freedom)
sguare.
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