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to management level: H/W (ASIC & Board) design with experience in
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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
Join uson our “RED CARPET” atwo weeks fully escorted
Journey to IRAN
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
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Iranian children’ s books
well recaeived in Lebanon

TEHRAN - Over 200 titles of books on children and young adultsin Eng- | N

lish and Arabic languages have been presented, for the first time, at Iran’s
11th trade fair in Beirut. Some 110 trade companies have put on display their

products during the 12-day exhibition which opened Saturday.

The stall of children and young adults books set up at the Iranian trade

fair has been well welcomed by the local people.

An official in charge of the book stall said that the common cultural
points between the Iranian and Lebanese nations pave the way for greater cul-

tural exchanges.
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Iran, Saudi Arabia enjoy
strategic position In region

TEHRAN - The Chair-
man of the Expediency
Council, Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, calling for the
expansion of bilateral ties
between Saudi Arabia and
Iran, stated in Riyadh Mon-
day that he had earlier made
personal overtures to the
keeper of the holy precincts
of both the Masjid-ul Har-
am in Mecca and Masjid-ul
Nabii in Medina to pay an
official visit to Iran.

Rafsanjani  addressing
Saudi  Consultative As-
sembly said “my visit to

Saudi Arabia has given me
an insight to the great leaps
of progress attained in the
holy land of revelation,
adding that the promotion of
ties between two nations
would satiate the needs of
the two countries," IRNA re-

CBI
Iran’s

TEHRAN - Governor of
Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Mohsen Nourbakhsh said
here on Monday that the sale
of oil from March 21, 1997
to February 19, 1998 earned
the country Dlrs. 14.335 hil-
lion. Each barrel of oil was
sold at Dirs. 16.86 on aver-

age, he added.
Talking to Iranian and
foreign  reporters, Nour-

bakhsh said that volume of
Iran’s exports in the first
half of the year stood at
Dlrs. 9.860 billion, while
that of its imports stood at
Dirs. 7.750 bhillion, in-

Gary Sck:

ported from Riyadh.

The Expediency Council
head expressed hope that the
visit by the Saudi parlia-
mentary group would create
an opportunity for the par-
liamentary deputies to see
from the close the pace of
advancement in Iran.

The former Iranian pres-
ident said that the Islamic
Republic of Iran has taken
great strides in the direction
of oil and gas industries,
communications, dam con-
struction, irrigation under
pressure, agriculture, phar-
macology and advanced
medicine.

He pointed out that Sau-
di Arabia and Iran having
rich vital resources in great
demand in the world and the
presence of both spiritual
and material pontetialities,

dicating that the country’s
favorable trade balance to be
at DIrs. 2.1 billion, IRNA re-
ported.

Iran’s financial commit-
ments at the end of No-
vember 21 stood at Dlrs.
26.400 billion, said Nour-
bakhsh, adding that Dirs.
14.1 billion was the net debt
and that the rest would be
transformed into financial
obligation once the agree-
ments were enforced.

Total volume of Iran's
imports in the first three
quarters of the year sur-
mounted to 18,943,000 tons,

U.S. should
settle [ran claims

TEHRAN - Former member of the U.S. National Se-
curity Council Gary Sick says that Washington should ad-
dress Iran’s multi-billion dollar claims as part of a new in-
itiative to improve hilateral relations.

In an article for the London-based Survival quarterly,
he advised that the U.S. objective should be to “integrate
Iran into the regional and global economic and security
environment” instead of its failed policy of trying to iso-
late Iran, IRNA reported from London.

The rigidity of Washington's present policy has be-
come “self-defeating and that fact is beginning to be rec-
ognized even at high levels in the U.S. government,” said
Sick, who was responsible for U.S. Persian Gulf policy
during the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

He proposed that there should be a policy of flex-
ibility, using more subtle tools of diplomacy, saying it
would permit Washington to seek workable solutions for
some of the most pressing security problems, while steer-
ing away from collisions with important allies.

But the former aide warned change from the dual-
containment of Iran as well as Irag, which he aso crit-
icized, would not easily solve many security contra-
dictions in the region and may be even harder to explain to
apublic accustomed to simple political sogans.

There had never been any question that the U.S,, as a
global economic superpower, could harass Iran and make
economic life more difficult, but the question was whether
these tactics either in the past, or in the future, change

Iran’ s behavior, Sick said.

He pointed out that sanctions alone had ‘failed to
bring Iran to its knees and as alternative markets and
sources of technology have appeared, the Iranian leaders
appears increasing confident that the threat is man-

ageable.”

For the adjunct professor of international affairs at
New York's Columbia University, the process of getting
out of the dilemma not be easy even assuming some will-
ingness on the part of the U.S. to re- examine its poalicy to-

wards Iran.

In addition to the psychologica climate, legal impedi-
ments and irritants in relations, he said it would “also be a
mistake to assume that Iran would be a willing partner in
any U.S. effort to improve ties.”

His proposal was for a host of substantive issues to be

addressed,

including the major remaining Iranian claim

against the U.S. at the Hague tribunal, which he said was a

prime candidate.

Kazakhstan seeks
expansion of academic
tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Kazakhstan
is for further exchange of
medical students and pro-
fessors with Iran and for or-
ganization of scientific con-
ferences by Iranian and
Kazakh experts.

In meeting with lran's
cultural consulate Mehdi Sa-
naie on Monday Chancellor
of Aqtappeh University Pro-
fessor Urdbayev said that the
Islamic Republic of Iran had
made advances in medicing,

especidly in the areas of re-
lated scientific and academic
research works over recent
years and that Kazakhstan is
interested in making use of
Iran’s experiences in those
fields, IRNA reported from
Almaty.

A number of Iranian and
Kazakh students are studying
a Iranian and Kazakh uni-
versities presently in various
branches, particularly in the
field of medicine.

the two nations enjoy an ex-
cellent strategic position and
that the cooperation be-
tween Riyadh and Tehran
was essential for proper use
of the resources.

Rafsanjani stressed that
the Western governments
were taxing their people
five times as much as the
prlice they pay to buy our
oi

The Iranian top official
then stated “it is clear that
the enemies of Islam would
not like to see that there ex-
ists a close cooperation be-
tween two great Islamic na-
tions, adding that they
would employ al means
available to see that we ei-
ther stand against each oth-
er or have no mutual coop-
eration.”

“If we are sincere and

head outlines
economic status

including 8,889,000 tons
general items of mer-
chandise and about 10 mil-
lion tons basic essential com-
modities.

Iran’s non-oil  exports
from March 21, 1997 to Jan-
uary 20, 1998 reached Dlirs.
2.615 hillion, tilting in favor
of export of industrial goods,
added Nourbakhsh.

Nourbakhsh went on to
say that of the RIs. 110.544
trillion in lran's non-
governmental deposits at
the end of November 21
7.208 trillion were the of
the first eight months sav-
ings during the current Ira-
nian calendar. He put vol-
ume of credit facilities
offered by banks to be at
Rls. 58.337 trillion.

He put volume of the
country’s liquidity in No-
vember at 122.438 trillion,
which showed about five per-
cent growth compared to the
figure registered within the
same period over the pre-
ceding year.

He said that govern-
ment’s budget deficit hit RIs.
6.000 trillion  this year,
which is to be tapped
through foreign exchange
sales and contribution surety
bank bonds.

Putting the country’s ec-
onomic growth at three per-
cent, Nourbakhsh predicted
that the figure would remain
unchanged next year.

willing to cooperate, a small
country such as Israel would
be rendered incapable of ac-
quiring all kinds of military
capabilities from the en-
emies of Islam and stand
against us,” Rafsanjani em-
phasized.

“If we align ourselves
and maintain unity and sol-
idarity as Muslims, such
tragedies of the eight-year
Iragi imposed war, the in-
vasion of Kuwait and the
Persian Gulf war, which the
United States  conspired,
would not have been oc-
cured,” the visiting Iranian
official stated.

Later on Monday, Raf-
sanjani inspected Saudi sci-
entific, educational and cul-
tural centers as well as
Malik Saud University of
Riyadh.

During the visits Saudi
scientific and cultural of-
ficials briefed Rafsanjani
on different educational fa-
cilities of the biggest uni-
versity in the country.

Rafsanjani signing the
university memorial wrote
that he was jubilant to see
scientific advancement at
the higher academic level in
the holy land of the divine
revelation.

Malik Saud University
has 35,000 male students
and 15,000 female students
who are pursuing their stud-
ies in two separate advanced
and fully equipped academia
complexes.

Kharraz:

|ran backs
U.N.-Iraq
deal

TEHRAN - Iran’s For-
eign Minister Kamal Khar-
razi announced here Mon-
day “thelslamic Republic
of Iran fully  supports
agreement reached be-
tween the United Nations
and Iraq.”

Referring to  Iran's
stance on the Iragi stand-
off, Kharrazi stated the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has
always believed in the de-
fusion of the crisis
through diplomatic efforts,
IRNA reported.

The Iranian foreign
minister expressed hope
that the United Nations Se-
curity Council would wel-
come the terms of agree-
ment reached between the
U.N. Secretary Generd,
Kofi Annan and the of-
ficialsin Baghdad.

Stressing the need for
the enforcement of the
U.N. Security Council
resolutions by lIraq,
Kharrazi pointed out that
the U.N. Secretary Gen-
eral, Kofi Annan’s dip-
lomatic efforts would
not only help enhance
the creditability of the
United Nations Or-
ganization but it would
also open a new golden
leaf in the art of di-
plomacy replacing the
gun diplomacy in re-
solving the crisis by the
culture of dialog strategy
for the settlement of the
international disputes.

Trangit of goods to CISmembers
via Bileh Savar Moghan

TEHRAN - Lorries carrying transit goods have started crossing the Bileh
Savar Moghan customs office, on Iran-Azerbaijan border, a customs super-
visor Salman Jdlili said.

Talking to IRNA, Jdlili added that the trucks carried goods transited via
Iran to the member states of the Commenwealth of Independent States

He added that four Azeri trucks, carrying 120 tons of aluminum ingots,
entered Iran through the Bileh Savar Moghan customs office on their way to
Jolfain East Azarbaijan Province.

withlran

TEHRAN - European for-
eign ministers meeting in
Brussels Monday formally
ended a ban on official con-
tacts with Iran, saying the re-
newed dialog should be com-
prehensive and lead to an
inclusion of both areas of
concern and of mutual inter-
est.

The new coordinated en-
gagement replaces the ‘crit-
ical dialog,” which was
much maligned for being
one-sided and for its limited
approach, IRNA reported
from London.

It areview of relations an-
nounced at the last European
genera affairs meeting in Jan-
uary, when UK Foreign Sec-
retary Robin Cook said the
15-nation group “must do all
we can to encourage,” what
he called, signs of glasnost in
Iran.

“As afirst step, the coun-
cil decided that official bi-
lateral ministerial visits to or
from Iran should be re-
sumed,” the ministers said in
anew statement.

It was based upon agr ee-
ment to ‘respond positively’
to developmentsin Iran since
the election of President Mo-
hammad Khatami last sum-
mer by increasing the level of
engagement and continuing to
explore the scope for en-
hanced political contacts.

Unlike the discredited
‘critical dialog’, the ministers
said that the new coordinated
contacts should be “com-
prehensive, leading to a di-
alog on both the areas of con-
cern and on issues of mutual
interests.”

While noting some im-

Iran calls for tough
measures against terrorists

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi in atele-
phone conversation with his
Pakistani counterpart Guhar
Ayub Khan on Monday urged
the Islamabad government to
take serious action to arrest
and put to punishment those
involved in assassination of
two Iranian engineers.

Two lranian engineers
working on construction of a
overpass bridge in Karachi
were shot dead. The two vic-
tims were working in Paki-
stan according to a contract
between Machine Sazi Arak
Iran and the Pakistani gov-
ernment, IRNA reported.

Guhar Ayub Khan ex-
pressed condolence to Khar-
razi on the martyrdom of two
Iranian engineers and prom-
ised that the Pakistani govern-

Iran sends more rel i f
suppliesfor Afghan

quake-stricken people

TEHRAN - The 8th Ira
nian plane carrying 10 tons of
foodstuffs for Afghan quake-
stricken people arrived at Du-
shanbe airport Monday.

Since Saturday, 80 tons of
foodstuffs, blankets and tents
have been carried to Tajiki-
stan aboard C-130 planes
from Mashhad in northeastern
Iran, IRNA reported from Du-

shanbe.

The relief supplies are
sent to Afghanistan’s earth-
quake torn areas, by land
through southern Tajikistan.

According to the am-
bassador of Islamic govern-
ment of Afghanistan to Tgj-
ikistan, Iran has dispatched
200 tons of relief aid to Af-
ghanistan.

|ranian companies
activein Kyrgyzstan

TEHRAN - There are
120 Iranian companies ac-
tive in Kyrgyzstan, playing a
key role in increasing the
volume of mutual trans
actions.

Iran has set up four in-
dustrial and trade fairs in
various cities of Kyrgyzstan
so far in line with its policy
to consilidate relations be-
tween Tehran and Bishkek.

The fairs set up by mem-
bers of the Economic Coop-
eration Organization (ECO)
in Kyrgyzstan serve as an im-
portant factor for establish-
ment of bilateral trade ties.

A delegation, composed
of industrialists and directors
of Iranian technical and en-
gineering companies, is to
travel to Kyrgyzstan to dis-
cuss with Kyrgyz officials
ways of expanding bilateral
commercial ties.

Iranian  Chamber  of

Commerce, Industries and
Mines has proposed holding
of a permanent fair in Bish-
kek to put Iranian goods on

display.

ment would do al it can to
put an end to such incidents.

Kharrazi said regretably
lack of serious action on the
part of the Islamabad govern-
ment to dea with the pre-
vious cases of assassinations
of Iranian nationals has paved
the way for a continued ter-
roristic acts.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister expressed dismay at the
perfomance of the Pakistani
government in identifying
and arresting the terrorist ele-
ments involved in martyring
of the Iranian nationals in that
country adding, “we are ea
gerly anticipating to see the
Pakistani  government take
serious action to arrest and
put to punishment those in-
volved in terrorist attacks
against the Iranian nationals.”

Kharrazi voiced Iran’s
readiness to help the Pakistani
government solve security is-
sues concerning the Iranian
nationalsin Pakistan.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
foreign minister announced
here Monday that an Iranian
delegation will soon be dis-
patched to Pakistan in order
to review the case of martyr-
dom of two Iranian engineers
who were shot dead in Clif-
ton, Karachi by the terrorists
on Saturday afternoon.

Referring to ‘not very
clear explanation’ of the Is-

lamabad government re-
garding continuation of mas-
sacres of the Iranian citizens
in that country, Kharrazi un-
derlined that although the
Pekistani officials have ex-
pressed their regrets through
diplomatic channels and the
dispatch of their messages to
the Iranian officias, this
move s ‘not enough’.

Iran's foreign minister
then specified that the Islamic
Republic of Iran understands
Pakistan's internal problems
very well, but the fact is that
the Islamabad government
should focus its attention on
such incidents by considering
the consequences, and speed
up its investigations with an
am to arrest and punish the
terrorists.

Kharrazi added that any
neglect in this direction will
encourage the criminals who
are trying to severe the ex-
isting brotherly and friendly
relations between the two na-
tions of Iran and Pakistan.

He also voiced Tehran's
readiness for helping Is
lamabad solve its problems
related to the maintenance of
security measures for the Ira-
nian residents in Pakistan.

Some 13 Iranians lost
their lives in five terroristic
acts by the enemies of the two
countries in different cities of
Pakistan since the year 1988.

CPE pursuing idea
of surveying ancient

caravanseral of Perga

TEHRAN - The Car-
avanserai of Persia Expedi-
tion (CPE) in consultation
with the Expeditions Ad-
visory Center at the Royal
Geographical Society, has
been pursuing the expedition
idea of examining and sur-

Rise in number of tourists
visiting Iran

TEHRAN - The tourism
department of the Mostazafan
and Janbazan Foundation
(MJF) said in areport that the
number of touristsvisiting Ira-
nian tourist sites and historical
monuments in the first three
quarters of the current Iranian
year (startd March 21) hasin-
creased by 85 percent.

The report added that the
tourists were from Japan,
Spain, Germany, England,
Denmark, France, Italy, Aus-
tria, Belgium, Sweden, Paki-
stan, Central Asian countries

and Persian Gulf states.

Some of the reasons for
the increase in the number of
tourists include the active
presence of the MJF-affiliated
tourism centers in specilized
tourism exhibition and suc-
cessful publicity work on the
tourist attractions that exist in
Iran at international level, the
report concluded.

veying the ancient car-
avanserai of Persia

It will provide an op-
portunity to glimpse this most
glorious, yet sadly neglected
asset of world heritage, and
assess its future potentials.

Restored and valued the
ancient caravanserai certainly
present no less a treasure of
world heritage than the Al-
Hambra in Spain or Baalbek
in Lebanon.

A well organized and
funded Western expedition,
emphasizing the potential
benefits to the country, could
well grip theworld' simagina-
tion, and serve to improve
cultural understanding and
greater tolerance, as well as
pave the way for future ex-
pansion of such mutually be-
neficial links.
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provement in lran’'s attitude,
the statement insisted there
were still concerns over al-
legations chiefly made by the
U.S. about weapons of mass
destruction, terrorism, human
rights, including Rushdie's
fatwa, and towards the Mid-
dle East peace process

“Iran’s willingness to ad-
dress these concerns will
greatly enhance the success of

Iranian envoy:

the dialog and its re-entry into
the international community,”
it said.

The thaw in relations
comes after last April’s con-
troversia ruling by a German
court that tried to link Iran’s
leadership with sponsoring an
Kurdish assassination in Ber-
lin and which led to a ban on
official contacts and a with-
drawal of ambassadors.

Cooperation
will secure regional
stability, tranquility

TEHRAN - Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for the Arab
and African Affairs Mohammad Sadr in Kuwait city on Monday
delivered a message from President Mohammad Khatami of
Iran to Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad as-Sabah.

Sadr pointed to presence of the Kuwaiti emir in the summit
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in Tehran
and the positive developments in the relations of the ISlamic Re-
public of Iran with the Persian Gulf states and emphasized the
need for exchange of views among the regional states at the
highest political level. He said regional cooperation would serve
to secure stability and tranquility in the region without presence

of external forces.

The Iranian special envoy said that the Islamic Republic of
Iran has launched intensive diplomatic efforts to lead the Iragi
arms inspection crisis to a diplomatic solution and hoped that
the accord signed by the United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan and the Iragi government would be afinal solution to im-
plement all the U.N. resolutions and prevent eruption of war in

the region.

As-Sabah thanked the Iranian president for his message and
Iranian diplomatic drive toward the U.N.-Iraq standoff.

The Kuwaiti emir said, “we don’t want awar to occur in the
region, because it will bring nothing except devastation and

more hardship for the people.”

He hoped that Annan’s visit to Baghdad would be success-
ful and the regional countries would cooperate to reinforce

peace and security.

Meanwhile, Sadr held talks with Kuwaiti Crown Prince and
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah as-Salim as-Sabah and
Speaker of Kuwaiti Parliament Ahmad Abd al-Aziz as-Saadun

on bilateral issues

First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber as-Sabah appreciated Iran’s
stand and said Kuwait is statisfied with the growing trend in
Iran’srelations with the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council

Malaysia offersto invest
In Iranian industry

TEHRAN - Malaysian
Minister of International
Trade and Industry Ra-
fidah Aziz said here on
Monday Malaysia is keen
on increasing trade ex-
changes and industria

cooperation with the Is
lamic Republic of Iran.
Speaking at a confer-

ence to study ways to de-
velop economic  coop-
eration between Iran and
Malaysia, Aziz said ex-
change visit of the officials
to Tehran and Kuala Lum-
pur would serve to foster
mutual cooperation,
IRNA reported.

Trade exchanges be-
tween the two countries
stood at Dlrs. 138 million
which included Dlrs. 105
million worth of Ma
laysian exports to Iran and
Dlrs. 33 million in lranian

exportsto Malaysia.

She said Maaysia ex-
ported natural rubber, veg-
etable oil and imported oil
products such as propane,
fresh and dried fruits.

The Maaysian min-
ister said her country isin-
terested in exporting elec-
tronic devices, detergents,
foodstuffs and wood to
Iran and import petrochem-
icals and chemical prod-
ucts and carpet from Iran.

Head of Iranian Cham-
ber of Commerce Alinagi
Khamushi said Iran has di-
rected its economy to de-
velop export rather than
import as well as pri-
vatization. It is expected
that 60 percent of lranian
economy will be handed
over to the private sector
by the end of the calendar
year of 1378.

Iran, Thailand review
expansion of tradeties

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Bangkok, Ramin Mehman
Parast held talks in Bangkok on Monday with Thai Foreign
Minister Surin Pitsuwan on expansion of bilateral economic

cooperation.

In the meeting, the Iranian ambassador described the level
of mutual trade cooperation as satisfactroy and underlined the
need for further expansion of cooperation between Tehran and
Bangkok, IRNA reported from Bangkok.

He also expressed Iran’ s readiness to implement the joint ec-
onomic projects in the fields of oil, gas and petrochemical in-

dustry.

The Thai minister in reply expressed satisfaction over the
ongoing trend of relations between the two states, calling for
promotion of bilateral and international cooperation in the 21st
century. Surin Pitsuwan expressed hope that the fifth session of
Irano-Thai joint economic commission in spring would fully
cover all aspects of mutual cooperation.

The two sides underscored the need for exchange of cultural
and parliamentary del egations between the two countries.
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