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BUILDING & SAFETY
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* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate off
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting
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* Representation in Public Hearings
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* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercia Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
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* Welded Steel
Moment Connection
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Retrofit Ordinance
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Ireland keen on expansion

of tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - The new Irish Ambassador to Tehran, Thomas Lyons,

stressed his country’ s determination to expand its ties with Iran.

The ambassador made the remark in a meeting with the Iranian Minister

of Construction Jihad, Mohammad Saeedi-Kia.

Lyons further called for exploration of new avenues for cooperation be-

tween the two countries.

Saeedi-Kia expressed Iran’s desire to expand its cooperation with Ireland

in the fields of fisheries and veterinary sciences.

President Khatami:

Nations should enjoy samerights |ie=:

TEHRAN - President Mo-
hammad Khatami, here on
Tuesday called on the West to
view democracy and human
rights not as prerogatives of
just certain nations but rather
things belonging to all human
beings irrespective of their
nationality.

Receiving the Italian Par-
liament Speaker Lociano Vi-
olante, Khatami spoke of a
world civil society in which
al nations enjoy the same
rights regardless of their
wedth or technologica ad-
vances, IRNA reported.

President Khatami re-
ferred to the bitter ex-
periences of the past century
including the two world wars
and the colonialism, adding
“we ned to identify the causes
of violence so we can enter a
new century in which peace
and understanding would pre-
vail over war and violence.”

He further called on the
countries of the North to help
with the progress of the
South, adding that a lasting
world peace would be pos-
sible only if all nations re-
ceive a fair share of wedlth
and scientific advances.

Turning to the deeply root-
ed ties between Iran and Italy,
the chief executive stated that
the two countries stand out
throughout the history for
their ancient civilizations.

He further thanked Italy
for its just stance in the inter-
national arena.

The Italian official noted
the upward trend of relations
between Iran and Itay, fur-
ther expressing his country’s
desire for expansion of its po-
litical, cultural and economic
tieswith the Idamic Republic.

Referring to the forth-
coming seminar of the
world's three mgor mon-
otheist religions in Italy, Vi-
olante invited Iranian scholars
to have an active presence in
the seminar.

Iran’'s present chair-
manship of the Organizaiton
of the Islamic Conference
makes its participation in the
seminar of paramount im-
portance, Violante added.

He stressed the im-
portance of due attention to
culture for successful political
exchanges, adding that pol-
itics with due attention to cul-
ture in nations relations
could help reduce conflicts in
the new century.

In another development,
Vice-Speaker of Majlis Has
san Rowhani told visiting Ital-
ian Parliament Speaker Lu-
ciano Violante here on
Tuesday that Iran and Itay
can play an important role in
the global issues through ex-
pansion of bilateral relations
in view of their cultura and
historical commonalities.

Hailing Italy’s role in di-
aog between Iran and the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) as “pos-
itive’, Rowhani said Iran is
for holding open, com-

| nformation minister:
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prehensive and constructive
dialog with Europe with an
am to remove any possible
misunderstanding and resume

bilateral cooperation based
on mutual respect.
Rowhani, calling dialog

with European states on Eu-
ropean civilization and cul-
ture aswell ason Iran and Is-
lam as “helpful”, said that
Iran welcomes any cultura
didlog among divine re-
ligions, and considers it to be
in line with the Mudim
world's interests.

He said that Iran and Italy
can take effective measures in
the area of economy by mak-
ing joint investments in Cen-
tral Asia, removing insurance
barriers, and cooperating in
the oil and gas sectors.

Controlling the weapons
of mass destruction in the
Middle East and in the Per-
sian Gulf is among the most
important issues of the
present time, said Rowhani,
adding that the world is today
witnessing stockpile of arms
in the Persian Gulf and of nu-
clear, biological and chem-
ical weapons by the Zionist
regime.

Rowhani, also head of the
foriegn policy commission of
Majlis, said that Iran is ready
for any kind of cooperation
with the international or-
ganizations in dismantling
weapons of mass destruction.

He said that considering
the important role of Iranian

All snould support
consolidation of nationa unity

TEHRAN - Information
Minister Hojatoleslam Qor-
banali Dorri  Najafabadi
called on all people and fac-
tions to pay due attention to
consolidation of national sol-
idarity and values of the Is-
lamic Republic.

Speaking at a session of
the administrative council of

Qom Province, he stressed
that constructive criticism in
the society, within the
framework of criteria of the
Islamic Republic, should be
in a manner as to deprive en-
emy manipulation, IRNA re-
ported.

He stated that efforts to
strengthen security and tran-

Minister callsfor
promotion of
Iran-ltaly relations

TEHRAN - Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guidance
Ataollah Mohgjerani in a
meeting with the officials of
the Itaian news agency
(ANSA) on Tuesday called
for promotion of Iran-Italy
relations.

ANSA President Boris
Biancheri and managing-
director Alfredo Roma are
currently visiting Tehran at
the invitation of Managing-
Director of the Islamic Re-
public News Agency (IRNA)
Fereydoun Verdingjad.

Mohajerani  underlined
the important function of the
news agencies in upgrading
relations between the states
and said Iran, Italy, Greece
and Egypt are the main
founders of human civiliza-
tion and the news agencies
are expected to bring about an
appropriate atmosphere for
holding dialog among the civ-
ilizations.

He said Iran and Italy are
required to create an at-
mosphere for  relationship
among the thinkers of the two
countries and the news agen-
cies should play a part in this
respect

He said Iran- Italy cultural
cooperation would include ar-
cheology, restoration of his-
torical  monuments, cinema
and tourism.

Biancheri stressing the
need for cooperation between
Irna and ANSA said coop-
eration between the two news
agencies would serve to de-
velop multi-faceted relations
between Iran and Italy.

Biancheri said in the con-
temporary era the relations
among the nations are not
limited to the diplomatic bod-
ies. The universities, the
press, the news agencies and
cultural centers have decisive
role in cooperation among the
nations.

quility necessitate further
promotion of cooperation
both by the public and major
ingtitutions in the society
from qualitative and quan-
titative points of view.

The information min-
istry, relying on the support
of 60 million-strong rev-
olutionary and wise people,
is making outstanding ef-
forts to fulfil its re-
sponsibilities.

Hojatoleslam Dorri Na-
jafabadi  underscored the
need for further attention to
the issues of the youth, add-
ing that all should endeavor
to provide suitable grounds,
especially in cultural field, to
make them optimistic about
Islamic and revolutionary
principles and values.

Underlining the sig-
nificance of security in the
Islamic Republic, he said
that economic growth and
progress in the country with-
out doubt requires security
and stability. He stressed that
the Islamic Republic enjoys
the necessary security.

and Italian parliaments in the
political issues and in striking
mutual deals, it's suitable to
expand  bilatera  parlia
mentary ties.

He further called on the
specialized commissions and
friendship groups at the Ira-
nian and ltalian parliaments
to exchange views on and
have cooperation in strength-
ening such relations.

Violante for his part ex-
pressed satisfaction with his
presence in Iranian Mgjlis and
said that Italy is ready to have
any kind of cooperation with
such powrful regional country
of Iran.

He said that Italy has re-
moved insurance barriers and
is ready for muutal coop-
eration with Tehran in the ar-
eas of economy and in or-
ganizing expert sessions on
fighting terrorism, organized
crime, narcotics and weapons
of mass destruction.

He invited Rowhani to
pay an official visit to Itay,
which was welcomed by the
latter.

In a press conference
upon his departure from Teh-
ran, Violante said Iran has un-
dertaken significant rolein re-
storing peace and stability in
the region.

He said Rome is inter-
ested in acting as a gate be-
tween Tehran and Europe.

He said the parliamentary
diplomacy serves alot the di-
plomacy formulated by the
government and his visit to
Tehran would be helpful in
making known the views of
the two sides toward different
issues, but, fundamental steps
should be taken to reinforce
bilateral relations in cultural,
political and  economic
grounds.

Violante sad he dis
cussed with Iranian officials
holding of a meeting between

the women representatives of
the two countries, holding a
seminar on campaign against
terrorism and drug-
trafficking, and participation
of the Iranian representatives
in the 2000th birth an-
niversary of Jesus Christ
(peace be upon him) to be
held in Italy as well as Iran’s
participation in a seminar on
dialog between the three mon-
otheist religions.

He said the two countries’
specialized parliament com-
missions are  examining
grounds for economic coop-
eration which would lead to
reaching agreements on trade
relations.

Winding up his three-day
visit to Tehran, Violante flew
to Shiraz on Tuesday.

He is expected to make a
stopover in Shiraz for severa
hours to see the historica
monumentsin the city.

Mohajerani:

TEHRAN -

lran’ s trade exhibition

opens in Muscat

Iran’s fifth trade exhibition opened in Muscat, Oman, Tues-
day. The exhibition isfor developing trade exchanges between Iran and other
Persian Gulf states. It occupies an area of 250 square meters and has 20 stalls
at which products of Iranian manufacturers at displayed.

Among the Iranian commodities at the exhibition are handicrafts, wooden
furniture, clothing, blankets, plastic and melamine pots and dishes, dec-
orative dried flowers, ornaments and food stuffs.

The exhibition will be open to visitors for nine days.

Keeping public abreast
of developmentsisa
natural right

TEHRAN - Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance Ataollah Mohajerani
that there are ambiguities over financia is-
sues at the ministry’s cinematic, press and
cultural departments as well as at Farabi
Cinema Foundation and the Institute for

Visua Media.

He, however, said, “I will keep silent
until | receive full report on the issue”
IRNA reported quoting the daily Iran.

The minister made the remarks in reply
to a question on rumors about embezzle-
ments in the ministry during the previous

administration.

As an example he referred to the
case of a book exhibition and said last
year applicants deposited over RIs 15

said

missing.

billion in the exhibition’s account. But,
he said, at the time of transferring the
money to the Central Bank of Iran it was
noticed that some RIs 12 billion was

Stressing the fact that keeping the public

abreast of the events is the natural right of

partments.

the people, Mohgjerani said that his ministry
has asked the Auditing Organization to in-
vestigate the financial status of the said de-

On channeling the budget allocated to
programs to campaign against cultura in-

road to an economic foundation and re-

investigation.

celving its interests, the minister made no re-
ply but said that all the issues are under

Tehran mayor’s case
dominates Mallis debates

TEHRAN - The issue of
the detention of Tehran May-
or, Gholam-Hussein Kar-
baschi, dominated the debates
in the open session of the Ira-
nian parliament (Majlis) on
Tuesday.

The Tehran deputy Fae-
zeh Hashemi, a staunch sup-
porter of Karbaschi, ex-
pressed dismay a the
handling of the municipality
case by the judiciary, calling
it “a clear case of deviation
fromjudicial norms.”

To support her statement,

Iran, U.N. sgn protocol
on anti- -drug campaign

TEHRAN - Visiting Executive Director of the United Na-
tions Drug Control Program (UNDCP) Pino Arlacchi met with
head of Welfare Organization Gholam-Reza Ansari to sign a
mutual protocol on campaign against drug trafficking.

In the meeting, the two sides exchanged views on ways to
confront durg trafficking, addiction and drug addicts, IRNA re-

ported.

Following the meeting Arlacchi told reporters that Iran is
world' s model state for drug control.

He said no country in the world is known to have successfu-
ly ventured into such enterprising measures for drug control as
Iran. He added the Islamic Republic has closed as long as 2,500
kilometers of its borders to traffickers which, he said, is dis-
similar in other parts of the world.

The U.N. official said the neighboring Afghanistan has con-
trol over 96 percent of the total lands under poppy cultivation
but that because there is no sovereign government in that coun-
try drug fight in Afghanistan has been atotal failure.

Meanwhile, Iran’s deputy minister of the interior for secur-
ity affairs Gholam-Hossein Bolandian said in the same inter-
view with reporters that the Iranian government looks forward
to international circles and to industrialized nations to help Iran
fight the international drug Mafia that, he said, have a total an-
nual business of about DIrs 500 billion in drug trafficking.

Foreign investments to be

guaranteed in Sirjan SEZ

TEHRAN - The Kerman

Development Organization
(KDO) will quarantee in-
dependent or joint lranian-
foreign investments in the Sir-
jan Specid Economic Zone
(SEZ), if aratified agreement is
provided to the SEZ mange

|ranian tea delegation
|nV|ted to India

TEHRAN - India has in-
vited Iran’s State Tea Or-
ganization (STO) to send a
delegation to the country as a
part of its new drive to pro-
mote tea export.

An information to this ef-
fect was given to IRNA by
the Chairman of the Tea
Board of India, S.S. Ahuja

The new chairman of the
STO had consented to lead
the Iranian delegation to In-
dia which was expected in
June thisyear,” said Ahuja.

He added that India
would with the Iranian del-
egation sort out  the prob-
lems affecting its tea exports
to Iran.

“We have on our agenda
some specific proposals per-
taining to the export of tea to
Iran. Let us see that how best
we work ou0Q'$8gether to in-
crease bilateral trade” he

We have always valued
the lranian market,” said
Ahujainforming that Iran has
been marked out as one of the
main target countries (Rus-
sia, Pakistan, Central Asian
countries and Iraq being the
other  oneQ'Utf India's new
tea export promotion dirve.

Ahuja said that the issue
of exporting tea to Centra
Asian countries via the Ire-
nian land route will also fig-
ure in the discussion with the
coming Iranian delegation.

Meanwhile, the director
in the Commerce Ministry of
India, Bharat Bhushan, told
IRNA that enhancing India's
tea exports to the Iranian mar-
ket also figured in a recent
“in-house presentation” for
pursuing an aggressive mar-
ket strategy to regain India's
share of the world teatrade.

The presentation was
made by the Tea Board of In-
dia and the additional sec-
retary in charge of plantations
in the Ministry of Commerce,
Rathi Vinay Jha, before the
new Commerce Minister,
Ram Krishna Hegde.

Rising domestic con-
sumption and high production
cost are stated to be the main
reasons behind India’s dimin-
ishing tea exports.

India is the world's
biggest tea producer, ac-
counting for 30 percent of the
world total. However, its
share in the world trade is
only 18 percent as against Sri
Lanka's share of 24 percent.

India produced 810.61
million kg of tea in 1997, up
from 780.03 million kg in
1996. Of this, India could ex-
port only 195.90 million kg.

The quarantee covers in-
itia  investment, machinery,
raw materia and manufactured
products as well as any return
of investment on foreign cap-
ital invested in Sirjan SEZ, ac-
cording to KDO public re-
lations office. The measure is
in line with policies practiced
by the government on pro-
tection of legal rights of foreign
capitd and creating an a-
mosphere conducive to foreign
investmentsin the country.

The KDO is aso prepared,
given the agreements bewteen
Iranian nationals and foreign
investors, to guarantee and fa-
cilitate the free  movement of
raw meteria, machinery and

any return on the investment.
The report stipulates that
foreign investors that enter into
agreement with lranian lega
and corporate bodies to con-
struct new industrial  units in
Sirjan SEZ, can present the rat-
ified contract or inked agree-
ment to the KDO management
and secure the organization's
guarantee for their investments.
On its part, the Sirjan SEZ
management is duty bound to
look after foreign investors
capital on his behaf and in
case of any disagreement and
violation, to prevent exit of the
investor's products and ma
chinery until and unless the
claimisresolved.

FAQ ready to help Iran
Improve agricultural yield

TEHRAN - Envoy of
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Na
tions (FAO) Ahmed Jama
Ahmed told Construction Ji-
had Minister of Iran Mo-
hammad Seeedi-Kia here
Tuesday that FAO is willing
to boost Iran's agricultura
output and minimize wastes.

He said Iran has success-
fully improved her domestic
agricultura, dairy and proteine
foods production, and added
that FAO isready to help Iran
improve its quality control of
foods.

The Iranian minister said in
response that his ministry aims
to improve national food secur-
ity and ensure steady develop-
ment also with the idea of rid-
ding the Iranian nation from
the yoke of a single-product
economy based on ail.

The Iranian officia ob-
sarved that the Idamic Re-
public is currently  sdlf-
sufficient in poultry farming.

Ms. Hashemi referred the in-
volvement of the security
and intelligence department
of the law enforcement
agency from the very be-
ginning of the moves against
the municipality officials, re-
ported IRNA.

The daughter of the for-
mer president Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani also criticized the
solitary confinement of the
accused in the highly pub-
licized municipality case.

Another legislator from
Tehran, Ali-Akbar Hosseini,
spoke in defense of the move
by the judiciary to prosecute
the top municipality officials
on chages of mis-
appropriation of public funds.

Stressing the importance
of obeying the rule of law,
Hosseini said “in my opinion,
commitment to the law dic-
tates that we await the tria
and hear the whole case in-
cluding the charges as well as
the defenses and subsequently
accept the court’ s verdict.”

He dismissed the allega
tion by some that the move
against Larbaschi  would
weaken the government and
the president adding “if the
mayor is exonerated from the
charges, he would continue at
his post even more strenu-
ously than before.

“However, if he is found
guilty of the embezzlement
charges, isit not better that a
person who has lost his cred-
ibility be left out of an en-
semble of true and trust-
worthy servants?’ Hosseini
asked.

Karbaschi was inter-
rogated at Evin Prison, in
northern Tehran, for six hours
Honday by Nomeiri, the
judge of branch 26 of the spe-
cia judicial complex who is
in charge of investigating vi-
olations of government em-
ployees, reported the daily
Iran Tuesday quoting a re-
liable source.

A number of personnel of
the Information Ministry
were also present during the
interrogation, the source was

further quoted.

Hojatolesam  Mohseni
Ejeie, the new head of the
special judicial complex, will
supervise over the in-
vestigations over accusations
levelled against Tehran Mu-
nicipality.

Hojatolesam Ejeie has
been previously in charge of
one of the branches of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Tribunal
of Tehran and was head of
branch 40 of Tehran Public
Court, added the report.

He has already reviewed
major embezzlement casesin-
cluding the 1230-hillion-ria
embezzlement a Tehran's
Bank Saderat. He was ap-
pointed to the new post on
March 30 this year and in-
vestigation over the em-
bezzlement case in Tehran
municipality is the first since
his appointment.

According to the report,
Karbaschi has telephoned his
wife and son from Evin Pris-
on, informing them of his
condition and the charges
against him. Karbaschi was
detained on Saturday on graft
charges and was taken to pris-
on.

A judiciary officid said it
was decided that from now on
the judge of the court in
charge of the municipality file
will personally question Kar-
baschi at Evin Prison, Iran
added.

In another development,
Interior Minister Abdollah
Nouri, currently performing
Haj in Saudi Arabia, ex-
pressed grave concern over
the detention of Tehran May-
or.

The minister praised the
services of the mayor and
said that the nation is aware
of his remarkable services in
the cabinets of Hussein Mu-
savi, Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani and the present ad-
ministration.

“Damaging the prestige
of a personality such as Kar-
baschi entails consequences,
responsibility of which will
fall with those behind it,

Customs general director:

whether they want it or not.
Depriving the country from a
competent manager such as
Karbaschi weakens the mu-
nicipality managers in par-
ticular and the state managers
in general. Further ag-
gravating the difficulties of
an administration which at the
outset faces enormous prob-
lems, denigrating services of
the construction administra-
tion (Rafsanjani’s administra-
tion) are but few of the con-
sequence of the attitude
towards Karbaschi.”

The minister further add-
ed that consequences of the
judiciary’s move will not only
be limited to the executive
branch of the government but
will also reach the judiciary
giving weight to assumptions
on political motivations be-
hind the municipality files,
disrespecting laws, depriving
the offenders from their basic
rights and continuing the un-
pleasant behaviors of the May
23rd presidential elections.

The minister said the
treatment given to Tehran
mayor, his arrest  without
prior knowledge of the inter-
ior minister and the president,
campaign to discredit him and
his aids by certain media, pre-
venting visits in  prison,
makes an ordinary citizen to
question the extent to which
heis protected by law.

“As arespect for the pres-
ident, | personally kept silent
over the issue and think that
the present conditions of the
country require tranquility
more than anything
else...however, | cannot con-
ceal my concern over the pro-
cess of judicia investigation
of the municipality file and
refrain from expressing my
doubts over the competency
of those who are in charge of
the case,” he pointed out.

Nouri concluded by say-
ing that investigating the case
of an ingtitution with im-
mense responsibility, de-
mands competency and a
qualification that not very
many pPOSSess.

Customs laws must be refor med
In consistent with culture

TEHRAN - Generd Di-
rector of the Customs De
patment Mehdi Karbassian
said that Iran’s customs lawsin
dedling with home-coming Ira
nians must be reformedin  co-
nistent with the Iranian culture.

The customs official who
was addressing a gathering of
national customs ad-
ministrators on the eve of the
return home of Iranian pil-
grims to Mecca said that eve-
ry Iranian pilgrim is entitled
to about U.S. DIrs 400.00 at
the officia rate to the Iranian
rial, but that on his return
home and when getting clear-
ance at the lranian customs
heis not alowed to have with
himself imported gifts with
the total value of more than
Dlrs 80.00.

He was quoted by IRNA
as saying, traditionaly Ira
nians buy gifts for relatives
and friends when they are on
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travel, but the current rulesin
effect in Iran are inconsistent
with the indigenous culture of
the people. He added that the
regulations are enforced aso
in dealing with non-lranian
tourists which, he observed,
has adverse impact also on
Iran’s tourism industry.
Karbassian added that all
Iranian pilgrims now in Mec-
ca have been given copies of
leaflets that give them tips on

the amount, type and value of
things that they can buy and
have with themselves upon
their return home.

He indicated that in the
near future home-coming Ira-
nians may only be random-
checked by expert customs
officials as a device for re-
ducing the burden of un-
necessary checeks and elim-
inating the long waiting hours
at the customs.
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