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COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

* Inspection of EARTHQUAKE
damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate off
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses
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Iran, jordan favor expansion of

bilateral ties

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Ambassador to Amman, Jordan, Mohammad Ali Sob-
hani and Jordanian Minister of Religious Affairs Abd as-Salam al-Abbadi in a

meeting Wednesday explored avenues for the expansion of religious and cul- | N
tural relations between the two countries.

Pointing to his recent meetings with Iranian officials, the Jordanian official
said that during the talks the two sides underlined the need for consolidation of
unity among Islamic countries.

Al-Abbadi said that Jordanian officials are interested in the exchange of

cultural delegations between the two countries.

The Iranian ambassador also caled for further promotion of Tehran-

Amman ties.
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Cabinet ministers study

‘Society should strive
towards greater unity

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-

atollah Ali Khamenei here
Thursday said that the soc-
eity should strive towards
greater unity and stressed
the need for increased sup-
port for servants of the sys-
tem, the government and
the judiciary in particular,
IRNA reported.

The Leader made there-
mark during an audience
with the heads of the three
branches of the government
as well as the high-ranking
civilian and military of-
ficials of the country.

Congratulating the na-
tion, the world of Islam and
all freedom-lovers of the
world on the occasion of
the great feast Eid-ul Gah-
dir (the day Prophet Mo-
hammad declared Imam Ali
(as.) as his successor), he
said ‘velayat’ the main fea-
ture of the Islamic political
and social system, in its
true sense means unity and
solidarity.

The Leader added Imam
Ali (as.) was the crystal-
ization of sympathy of a

political leader with the
people.
Enumerating  achiev-

ments made under unity in
the post-revolution Iran,

Ayatollah Khamenei said,
despite al political, mil-
itary, cultural and econom-
ic plots of the enemy to
prevent unity among the

U.S. House representative

the Iranian people, the Di-
vine Will, great unity of
committed and wise nation
of Iran, sovereignty of ve-
layat and guidance of the
late Imam, foiled all these
attempts.

Now like before, traces
of attempts to create ten-
sion and rift among the
people can be found in the
propaganda of the humili-
ated enemies outside the
borders and in attempts of
their followers inside the
country as well as by those
whose interests have been
damaged for years by the
revolution.

“Therefore, al people
must be vigilant and hold
fast to the Rope of God
and close their ranks
through belief in the path
of Quran and Islam and
under the system of ve-
layat,” said the Supreme
Leader.

Referring to the heavy
responsibility of running
the country, the Leader
emphasized backing the
servants of the system, be
it the executive, the leg-
islative and the judiciary
by all the people.

“All are duty-bound to
support the adminstration
which is shouldering the
heavy task of running the
affairs of the country.

“They al are also
obliged to back the judici-
ary so that it can fulfill the

heavy task it shoulders. If
there is no judiciary
branch, justice will have
no foundation.”

The Leader continued,

“if all forces join hands to
keep hoisted the flag of Is-
lam with amity and sym-
pathy, the hope sparked in
the hearts of the Muslims
will be kept alive and this
is something the enemy
does not like to see hap-
pen.”
The Leader warned
against magnifying some
of the problems and blow-
ing small flaws out of pro-
portion. He stressed “we
are still at  the beginning
of the road. This country
must be built and talents of
the flourishing nation
should shine in the world
to bring the grand Islamic
civilization before the eyes
of the world, stated the
L eader.

Prior to the Leader's
speech, President Mo-
hammad Khatami con-
gratulated the Leader on
the occasion.

The president said, if
Muslims take lessons from
the past and look to future
with fairness, they will
find Imam Ali (as.) as the
most suitable and out-
standing model for build-
ing the utopia for creation
of which Prophet
,ohammad (pbuh) was as-
signed.

advises Clinton to talk to [ranians

TEHRAN - A prom-
inent member of the U.S.
House of Representatives
recommended President
Bill Clinton to follow the
example of Iran’s President
Mohammad Khatami and
talk to the Iranian nation.

Democrat repre-
sentative Lee Hamilton
who is a candidate for the
chairmanship of the in-
fluential Foreign Policy
Commission of the House,
criticized U.S. policy on
Iran while addressing a

session of Foreign Re-
lations Council in Wash-
ington on Wednesday,

IRNA reported from New
York.

President:

Hamilton who voted for
the D’amato act in the
summer of 1996 described
the vote as a mistake and
called on the U.S. ad-
ministration to revise in its
policy towards Iran.

As a proposal, he said
that in the same manner
that President Khatami
conveyed his message to
Americans through CNN,
Clinton or any other high-
ranking official can covey
his message to the Iranians
in an interview with the
Iranian radio and TV or the
Persian service of the
Voice of America.

He further stated that
American authorities

Government intent
on providing
housing for people

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami in a
meeting with the country’s housing officials here
Wednesday said that Islamic system of government
views housing as the most important means of secur-
ity and comfort for the people, particularly the needy

ones.

Calling ‘Housing Foundation’ as one of the es-
tablishments established upon the order of the late
Imam Khomeini, President Khatami added that hous-
ing plays an important role in the life of people and
that providing people with housing could resolve
many economic problems facing the country, IRNA

reported.

Khatami said, “we should try to make use of all ex-
perts to solve the people’s housing problem. A com-
petent government is one which makes use of all ide-

as

Calling economic growth, job creation and pro-
vision of housing as important factors for building up
the country, Khatami said that to strengthen the ec-
onomic foundation of the country , one of the pivotal
factors is to pay attention to housing and construction
sector which will also create many employment op-

portunities.

He said the main task of the Housing Foundation of
the Islamic Revolution is to pay attention to the hous-
ing problems of rural population, renovation of war
torn areas, mass construction of houses and research.

“Although a lot of work has already been done in
the country in this regard, more should be done in the

future,” the president stated.

Lauding the ‘Hadi’ project beig implemented in ru-
ral areas, Khatami added, “a society whose rural areas
have remained underdeveloped is not a healthy society
because the healthiest work is being done in those ar-

eas

'Calling for building houses in a careful, and sci-

entific manner, the Iranian president said that this will
protect the country from natural disasters.

should use the Iranian
community in America,
which he estimated at
around two million, in or-
der to establish contact
with the Iranian nation.

waysto encourage
non-oil exports

TEHRAN -

President Mohammad Khatami on

Wednesday aftenoon presided over a meeting of the cab-
inet ministers in which a report by the Plan and Budget
Organization on impact of shrinking oil revenues on the
country’ s economy was discussed.

The report stressed that although drop in oil prices will
reduce government revenues in the new Iranian year (start-
ed March 21) thus affecting executive bodies, the ad-
ministration considersit a “blessing in disguise” since it
compelsit to move towards an oil-free economy.

However, the government will seriously follow specif-
ic policies in order to minimize damage on the Iranian

economy.

To this end the administration will formulate and im-
plement plans to promote non-oil exports and remove ob-
stacles hindering exports, improve quality and quantity of
products, increase output and competitiveness of Iranian
products at international markets.

Meanwhile, measures will be taken to eliminate hin-
derances and restrictions on way of investment, protect
the vulnerable masses through subsidies, control and re-
duce current government expenditures and give priority to
implementation of development projects.

It was also decided at the session that in order to pre-
vent delay in implementation of state development pro-
jects, to increase alocation of the fund by 23.8 percent

compared to the previous year.

The president called on all executive bodies to offer
suitable proposals in addition to those of the Plan and

Budget Organization to
penditures.

Iranian delegation:

economize in current ex-

Iran ready to take part in oil
pipeline project in Ecuador

TEHRAN - The Iranian Ambassador to Colombia and accredited ambassador
to Ecuador Hussein Shelk Zeineddin and  Ecuadorian Foreign Minister Jose Ay-
daMonday evening discussed expansion of bilateral relations.

Briefing the Ecuadorian foreign minister on the progress made in bilateral re-
lations in economic and cultural fields, Shiekk Zeineddin expressed the hope that
the Idamic Republic could, in the near future, compete in tenders to build an oil
pipdine in Ecuador, IRNA reported from New york.

He aso explored the possibility of signing a memorandum of understanding
with Ayala

The Ecuadorian foreign minister also expressed his satisfaction with the
progressin the trend of expansion of bilaterd ties.

enran mayor released
Upon Leader’ s decree

TEHRAN - Tehran's
Mayor Gholamhossein Kar-

baschi released on Wednes-
day upon orders by the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei fol-
lowing a request from Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami.
The district court of Teh-
ran in a statement on the re-
lease of the mayor, said that
“a the request of the Pres-
ident of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Mohammad Khatami
to the Leader of the Idamic

Revolution Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei on the release of
the mayor of Tehran, the
Leader issued a decree to the
judiciary head instructing that
branch of government to re-
lease the mayor on basis of
surety for the bail,” IRNA re-
ported.

The communique aso
added “the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution has in-
structed that the case be pur-
sued in an atmosphere free
from any tension and ac-
cording to the laws governing

Bow Valley
determined to develop
Balal oil field

TEHRAN - Bow Valley
of Canada is determined to
continue with the develop-
ment of Iran’s 40,000 barrel
per day bala oil field, despite
the withdrawal of Indonesia’s

| ran agai nst use of
atomic weapons

TEHRAN - The Iranian
delegation participating in
the annual meeting of the
U.N. disarmament commis-
sion, in New York Tuesday
reiterated Iran’s peaceful use
of nuclear weapons.

Addressing a large num-
ber of atomic energy experts
and researchers gathered at
Colombia University, the Ira-
nian delegation outlined the
Islamic Republic’s stance on
disarmament.

The gathering was held
on the sidelines of the annual
meeting of the U.N. dis
armament commission.

The Iranian delegation,
comprising senior officials of
the Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion, stressed that Iran uses

nuclear energy for scientific,
industrial, medica and ag-
ricultural purposes.

It also reiterated that the
Islamic Republic of Iran, a
signatory to the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), is
against the use of  atomic
weapons and atompic threats.

Iran has a close coop-
eration with the International
Atomic  Energy = Agency
(IAEA) and will continueitin
the future, the delegation add-
ed.

In another development,
Iranian embassy in Moscow
on Wednesday dismissed as
unfounded the allegation
raised by certain Russian dip-
lomatic analysts that Iran had
attempted to acquire Russian

Tehran, Tokyo to study
expansion of bilateral ties

TEHRAN - At a meeting
with Iran’s Ambassador to
Tokyo, Manuchehr Mottaki,
the Japanese Deputy Foreign
Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs Masahiko Komura
said in Tokyo Wednesday
that Iran’s President Mo-
hammad Khatami has taken
great leap forward in strength-
ening the foundation of civil
society.

Komura further stated
that the dialog between civ-
ilizations as a new concept of
establishment of relations be-
tween nations has been as-
sessed very constructive in
the international  circles,
IRNA reported from Tokyo.

The Japanese deputy for-

eign minister is expected to
pay an official visit to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran be-
tween April 22 and April 25
to exchange views on the ex-
pansion of Tehran-Tokyo re-
lations.

Komura expressed hope
that he would be able to de-
liver a written message of the
Japanese Prime Minister Ryu-
taro Hashimoto to the Iranian
president.

He added that although
Japan and Iran had aways
been exchanging talks in the
issues related to political  af-
fairs, it is the first top level
diplomatic visit after seven
years.

The Iranian ambassado

|slamic guidance minister
objects to law enforcement

Interference

TEHRAN - Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance,
Ataollah Mohgjerani severely objected to the interference of the
law enforcement elements who had raided the lithography sec-

tions of both the Persian dailies ‘Iran’ and

‘Hamshahri’ on

Tuesday night to control the material which was going in the

aper

of the nation.

The minister termed such acts contrary to the existing laws
The press deputy of the Ministry of Islamic

Guidance in a fax to IRNA stated that the said ministry has
asked both the judiciary and law enforcement to present an of-
ficia explanation for such a move which is to be divulged to

public.

The elements of law enforcement who had assailed the li-
thography department showed a ‘check warrant’ issued by one
of the district courts of Tehran. However, it was not disclosed
from which branch the search warrant was issued.

According to article number four of the press law passed by
the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Mgjlis) in 1984, “no govern-
ment officials nor non governmental agencies have the right to

pressure

the press, or press for censorship of the articles or

have the right of instant control of the material to be printed.

The press deputy said that the Islamic Guidance Ministry
sees the necessity of all agencies, organs, organizations, and de-
partments to abide by the laws governing the nation, adding that
according to article no 24 of the constitution of the sovereign Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, pressis free to express their views un-

less they run

contrary to the interests of the Islamic ideals
and common laws of the nation.

The press deputy finally stated that press laws, clearly define
the objectives of the press, laws governing them and their limits
and penalties set for the violators and that any scrutiny of the vi-
olation will be conducted under a special court qudified to
investigate the violation in the presence of ajury.

expressed satisfaction over
the  activation of diplomat-
ic relations between Japan
and Iran.

He hoped that Komura's
visit would help bolster the
quality of bilateral relations
in the diplomatic, economic,
cultural and international ar-

eas.

He finaly stated that
close cooperation between Ja-
pan and Iran as two im-
portant countries on the two
opposite geographical loca
tion on the Asian continent
would be in the interest of the
regional countries and the

world.

missile technological know-
how.

Issuing a statement, the
embassy said Iran has never
been nor will it be after such
technological  know-how to
build missile, IRNA reported
from Moscow.

It is surprising that such
alegations are made by the
Russian analysts simultane-
ous with a similar one raised
by the Zionist regime’s prime
minister and an Israeli news
paper, the embassy said

Certain diplomatic an-
alysts have alleged that the
Russian intelligence agency
has stopped illegal transfer of
hardware or the know-how
for manufacture of missile to
Iran several times.

Rafsanjani:

Bakrie Minarak as a result of
the Asian financia crisis.

According to Energy
Compass, the Canadian firm
is “bloodied, but unbowed”
and saysit islooking for are-
placement partner for the
Dlrs. 180 million investment,
regardless of the threat of
U.S. sanctions, IRNA re-
ported from London.

The decision to press
ahead with the contract
comes as the U.S. State De-
partment continues to delay
making any decision on a se-
ries of deals that breach
Washington's extraterritorial
law to punish foreign firms
investing over DIrs. 20 m a
year in Iran’s oil sector.

The Clinton administra-
tion, which was due to make
a decison on the inter-
national consortium led by
Total of France to develop
South  Pars huge gas field
last year, has yet to make any
announcement, despite re-
newed pressure from con-
gress.

Energy Compass sug-
gested that further pressure
for the U.S. to take action
comes from reports that
France's EIf Aquitaine is
close to signing a deal for
Iran’s 100,000 barrels per

the nation.”

In an exclusive interview
with IRNA immediately after
his release, Karbaschi said,
“sometimes such problems do
occur inour country and that
the problems will be resolved
by the Grace of God.”

Karbaschi, who received
awarm welcome from people
in front of his house, said that
he did not deserve such a
great treatment and that these
people who had gathered in
front of his house were not
his fans but dedicated people
who recognized services ren-
dered for the reconstruction
of Iran.

However, Karbaschi
pointed out that it is possible
that when it comes to the
question of responsibility and
decision-making, based on
circulars in relations to the
expenditures on the planning
for the capital, there exists the
possibility of a flaw. But, he
once more stressed, no form
of embazzlement or mis
appropriation of public funds
has taken place.

The mayor of Tehran also
indicated that during his cross
examination at the district
court of Tehran no new issues
were discussed and the items
of cross examination were the
same as the ones discussed
during the trial of Mr. Qob-
beh.

Karbaschi once again re-
iterated that “whatever mis-
fortune befalls on me, it real-
ly matters not as long as it
strengthens the bases of the
Islamic Revolution.”

“However, | think there
may be better ways of settling
the issues and | pray to God
that these proplems are even-
tualy thoroughly scrutinized
with the show of patience and
perseverance,” he was quoted
as sayingi.

Tehran's mayor greeting
the good wishing crowd who
were shouting dlogans said
“let’s address our slogans for
the nation and the sovereign
Islamic Republic of Iran.”

Karbaschi said that he
was informed ten minutes be-
fore his release that he was
going to be set free from the
jail.

World of Islam should

solve problems through
unity, coordination

TEHRAN - Head of the
Expediency Council Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani said here
Wednesday that the main ob-
jective of the Prohphet Mo-
hammad (peace be upon him)
in the historic Ghadir event
was to establish unity among
Muslim people.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony of Ghadir seminar,
he briefed the audience on
politica and sociad sig-

nificance of Ghadir event,
IRNA reported.

Ghadir-e Khom is a place
near the holy city of Mecca
where the Prophet of Islam
appointed Imam Ali (as.) as
his successor.

He expressed regret that
the world of Islam has not
gained access to the main ob-
jective of the Ghadir event,
which was establishment of
unity among Muslim nations.

He called on the world of
Idam to solve the existing prob-
lems facing Mudim dates
through unity and coordination.

Rafsanjani expressed hope
that Shi’ite and Sunni ulema
would take steps towards es-
tablishment of unity through-
out the Muslim world.

The country’s scientific
and cultural personalities at-
tended the one-day Ghadir
seminar.

Kazakhstan optimistic over |ran accepting

proposals on Caspian Sea legal

TEHRAN - Kazakh For-
eign Minister Kas-
ymazhomart Tokayev stated
on Wednesday that he is op-
tomistic that Iran would ac-
cept its neighbors new pro-
posal on defining the
Caspian Sealegal regime.

The Kazakh foreign min-

ister then pointed out that ne-
gotioation with Iran over the
issue is underway, IRNA re-
ported from Almaty.

Talking at a press confer-
ence, Kazymazhomart stated
that most of the Caspian Sea
littoral states are of consensus
that the sea needs to be seg-

Iran, cuba to exchange medical
technical know-how

TEHRAN -Hedlth Minister Dr. Mohammad Farhadi in a meet-
ing with his Cuban counterpart on Tuesday expressed the hope that
the two countries will soon exchange technical know-how and ex-

pertisein thefield of medicine.

On the first day of hisvisit to Cuba, Dr. Farhadi met and talked
with Cuban Minister of Public Health Carlos Dotres Martinez.

During the meeting which was aso attended by Iran's Am-
bassador to Havana Masoud Edrisi, Dr. Farhadi pointed to the ex-
isting commonalties between the two countries and called for ex-
change of medical expertise given Iran's high potentids and
progressin thefield, IRNA said in areport fron New Y ork.

Expressing satisfaction over Tehran-Havana bilaterd cooperation
in trandfer of technology for manufacture of HepditisB vaccines in
Iran, he caled for further expansion of cooperation in furture.
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mented according to national
territorial water jurisdiction.

The recently inked agree-
ment between Russia and Ka-
zakhistan for segmentation of
the Caspian Sea is regarded
as a decisve measure to-
wards determining the Cas-
pian Sealega regime.

The heads of govern-
ments of Russia and Kazakhi-
stan have instructed their gov-
ernments to draw legd
instruments in the materi-
alization of note of agree-

regime

ment on defining the territori-
a water jurisdiction signed
by the leaders of two nations.
The Russian and Kazakh
foreign ministers are now dis-
cussing the details of the plan
for the segmentation of ter-
ritorial waters, said Tokayev.

The Kazakh foreign min-
ister fully supported bilateral
and multilateral negotiations
in regard to nations of the

Caspian Sea.
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