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* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance
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Iran, Jordan to expand

agricultural cooperation N

TEHRAN - Jordan’s Minister of Agriculture, Mijhim al-Khurayshah, will
visit Tehran in May to explore ways of expanding Iran-Jordan cooperation in

thefield of agriculture.

The Iranian Ambassador to Jordan, Mohammad Ali Sobhani, met with the
Jordanian minister on Sunday to discuss the visit, IRNA reported.
The discussions in Amman focused on exchange of palm and olive saplings

between the two countries.

Leader:

Ar

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei,
here on Sunday referred to
the Iranian armed forces as
“the defenders of the materi-
al and spiritual borders of
the nation.”

Addressing an audience
of the army commanders on
the occasion of the army
day, the Leader stated that
the presence of a committed
armed force serving the no-

ble goals of the nation has
enabled the Iranian nation to
consistently resist the heg-
emonic intentions of hbig
powers, IRNA reported.

On what sets apart the
Iranian army from most oth-
er armies in the world, Ay-
atollah Khamenei said that
most armies serve the evil
intentions of a group of self-
centered individuas. On the
other hand, the Leader
stressed, the Iranian army

Gholam-Reza Shafei,

reported.

Macedonia seeks
expansion of
trade tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - The Macedonian Minister of Economy,
Boris Rikalovski, here on Sunday called for relaxation of
laws governing the trade between Iran and Macedonia.

In a meeting with the Iranian Minister of Industries,
Rikal ovski
edonia’ s readiness to expand its industrial and econom-
ic cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran, IRNA

Enumerating Iran’s many industrial capabilities,
Shafei specifically referred to textile, automobile and
parts manufacturing industries as potential areas of
cooperation between Iran and Macedonia.

Shafei further highlighted Iran’s progresses in en-
ergy sector, chemical industries and agriculture, adding
that Iranian businessmen are keen to participate in the
Macedonian national exhibit.

announced Mac-
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med forces, defenderso
nation'shorders, values

aims to restore rights, fight
injustices and defend the
country’s independence and
identity against the ag-
gressors.

Speaking of the pres
ence of the American armed
forces in the Persian Gulf,
far from its own territories,
the Leader said when a for-
eign power has evil in-
tentions, it does not confine
itself to any borders.

The commander in chief
of the armed forces called
for preparedness on part of
the country’s armed forces
to defend the nation’s in-
dependence which was
brought about by the 1979
Islamic Revolution in Iran.

The unity and harmony
amongst the army, the Is-
lamic Revolution’s Guards
Corps, the law enforcement
corps and the volunteer
forces (Basij) is the main
source of the forces' might
and efficiency, the Leader
pointed out.

Prior to the Leader's
speech, the army’s joint
chief of staff presented are-
port on the status of various
divisions of the army.

Magor Genera  Ali
Shahbazi further stressed
the force's readiness to de-
fend the sovereignty of the
country and to carry out the
directives of the Leader.

emies.

situation in the country.

President stresses
participation of youth in
research projects

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Sun-
day stressed that the Academy of Medical Sciences should
be equipped with the up-to-date scientific information
through direct contacts with international science acad-

Addressing members of the Academy of Medical Sci-
ences of Iran, the president underlined the need for young
researchers to take part in research projects and other sci-
entific activities, IRNA reported.

He called on the country’s academies to hold various
meetings to discuss different scientific issues.

Prior to the president’s speech, Irg Fazel, head of
Medical Sciences Academy briefed the audience on train-
ing of manpower in the field of medicine, and health care

During the ceremony, President Khatami was awarded
the specia plague of the Academy of Medical Sciences by

Official:

| ranian mountaineers make
second camp on Everest

TEHRAN - Iranian mountaineers now attempting to conquer Mount Ever-
est set up their second camp at the height of 6,500 meters on Friday.

They had set up their first camp at the height of 6,100 meters and are ex-
pected to go ahead with their climbing to the height of 7,900 meters for a
third camp.

The Everest is 8,848 meters high and teams from Singapore, Japan and
the U.S. are climbing up the mountain currently to reach the peak.

Speaker callsfor far investigation
Into municipality case

TEHRAN - Malis
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri here Sunday called
on the judiciary and of-
ficials in charge of in-
vestigations of the case of
Tehran  Municipality to
tackle the issue at a court
and on the basis of justice
and law.

Speaking at the Sunday
open session of Majlis, Na-
teq Nouri pointed to the re-
cent developments in the
country in connection with
the Tehran Municipality
case and said although the
outcome of the incident
created tension in the so-
ciety and anxiety among
people, the Leader of the Is-

Snare of stesf Increasesin non-oll exports

AHWAZ, Khuzestan -
Share of steel in non-oil
exports which was 3.26
percent in the Iranian year
1375 (started March 20,
1996) increased to 5.87
percent last year, said the
Minister of Mines and
Metals Eshaq Jahangiri
here Saturday.

Talking to IRNA he
added that 830,000 tons of
steel was exported last
year and steel exports reg-
istered a 85 percent in-
crease in the same period

CBI governor urges settlement of
Asia’ seconomic criss

TEHRAN - The Governor
of Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Mohsen Nourbakhsh on Sat-
urday afternoon said that fun-
damental solutions must be
found for settlement of Asia's
financial crisis.

Addressing a specia ses-
sion of the U.N. Economic
and Socia Council, he
briefed the audience on inter-
national implications of the

Ambassador:

|ran attaches great

recent financia crisis in the
Asian continent, IRNA re-
ported from New Y ork.

He further underlined the
need to launch international
efforts and multilateral coop-
eration to find solutions to
critical situations.

Nourbakhsh stressed that
al-out efforts are needed for
improving the socia indexes
and reducing economic pres-

Importanceto ties
with neighbors

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador in Turkmenistan Mehdi
Mir-Abutalebi said that U.S. opposition to Turkmenistan-
Europe gas pipeline passing through Iran is to the detriment of

Turkmenistan and Turkey.

In an interview with the German-weekly ‘Die Zeit’, the Ira-
nian ambassador however said that the U.S. decision is not a

move against

Iran as the Islamic Republic is neither a seller

nor a purchaser but rather the safest, fastest and most econom-

ical route.

Mir-Abutalebi said that world exprts believe that Iran is the
most suitable route not only in the field of energy but in other
areas such as transportation, voicing Iran’s readiness for coop-

eration in the said sectors.

He said that Iran was not intent on entering into political and
propaganda brawls but rather left decision-makings to the rea-
soning as well as economic and national interests of the coun-

tries concerned.

Pointing to the agreement reached by presidents of Turk-

menistan,

Iran and Turkey three years ago on the said pipeline,

IRNA quoted the ambassador as saying in the interview that so
far no practical step has been taken in this regard, adding that
U.S. objection has been harmful to Turkmenistan and Turkey.
However, he stressed that Iran attaches great importance to
its ties with its neighbors, adding that the Islamic Republic will
not exchange its firendly relations with transient economic in-

terests.

On the Caspian Sea lega regime, Mir-Abutalebi said Iran
believes that the Caspian should be a sea of peace and friend-

ship.

But, he stressed, as Iran has repeatedly announced, it op-
poses any uni-lateral measure concerning the sea.

Morocco for
cooperation with lran
In scientific fleld

TEHRAN - Iranian Am-
bassador to Morocco Hossein
Sobhaninia and National Ed-
ucationa Minister of Mo-
rocco Ngib aZerwai in a
meeting explored ways and
means  of strengthening
friendly relations between
Iran and Morocco.

The two sides also ex-
changed views on the feasibil-

ity of having mutual sci-
entific,  educational  and
research cooperation, ex-

chaning university instructors
and students and expert del-

egations in order to get fur-
ther acquainted with each oth-
er's educational and research
facilities., IRNA reported.

Al-Zerwali said that con-
sidering Iran’s achievements
in the areas of science and re-
search, his country is ready to
expand scientific and educa
tional cooperation with Teh-
ran.

He also caled on Iranian
Culture and Higher Education
Mostafa Moein to pay an of-
ficial visit to Morocco.

sures on the needy and vul-
nerable groups.

The CBI governor, head-
ing a delegation left Tehran
on Tuesday for Washington
to attend the three-day joint
session of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the World Bank. He left
Washington last night for
New York to participate in
the specia session of the
U.N. Economic and Social
Council..

The council’s special ses-
sion opened with a speech by
the U.N. Secretary General
Kofi Annan Saturday morn-
ing.

Representatives from the
member countries of the
Group 77 and the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM),
central banks heads and fi-
nance ministers as well as

" New Armenian |
premier.

Y erevan
favors
expansion
of ties
with lran

TEHRAN - The new
Armenian Prime Minister
Armen Darbinyan called
for expansion of relations
with Iran.

He made the remark in
ameeting with Iran's Am-
bassador to Y erevan Ham-
id Reza Nik-Kar Esfahani.

During the meeting,
the congratulatory mes-
sage of Iran’s First Vice-
President Hassan Habibi
was handed over to the
new Armenian premier.

In his message, Habibi
caled for efforts to
strengthen peace and sta-
bility in the entire region,
IRNA reported.

Voicing readiness to
expand Tehran-Yerevan
ties in transportation and
telecommunication fields,
Darbinyan said that his
country attaches great im-
portance to its ties with
Iran.

Expressing  satisfac-
tion over Iran-Armenia
cooperation in the fields of
gas and transportation, the
Armenian official said that
establishment of joint ec-
onomic, trade commission
will be a major step to-
wards upgrading of bi-
lateral and multilateral

ties.
- y

senior officials of the IMF
and the World Bank are re-
vieweing impact of financia
merging and the recent ec-
onomic crisis in South East
Asiaaswell as different ways
to prevent repetition of sim-
ilar situationsin other parts of
the world.

Tokayev:

Tehran-Akmolaties

compared to the amount ex-
ported in the lranian year
1375.

Jahangiri also expressed
hope that within the next
three years 12 million tons
of steel will be produced in
the country.

He further said that
105,000 tons of copper was
produced in the country lat
year which was five percent

Dorri Najafabadi:

more than the amount pro-
duced in the previous year,
adding that with the imple-
mentation of the foreign in-
vestment projects the pro-
duction will be doubled.
Jahangiri concluded by
saying that licenses issued
for mine excavation will be
valid for a 25 year period
and will also be acceptable
as collateral by the banks.

National security first priority

for sustained development

- Information Minister

lamic Revolution calmed
the situation with his decree
issued upon president’s re-
quest, IRNA reported.

Nateq Nouri stressed
that foreign and Zionist me-
dia took advantage of the
situation during mayor’s
detention and fanned the
flames in an attempt to es-
calate tension.

However, the speaker
remarked, the Leader or-
dered the release which was
followed by head of the ju-
diciary. The judiciary is
now to examine the case far
from any tension and issue

the verdict in complete fair-
ness, which everyone is
confident of.

He expressed the hope
that as has been instructed
by the Leader, the judiciary
will proceed with the case
based on justice and law
and keep the public in-
formed of the develop-
ments.

He aso hoped that what
is right and pleases God will
be accomplished so that peo-
ple, with greater hope in the
Islamic system and the of-
ficials, will continue their
path in obeying the Leader.

Kenyacd

reported.

with Kenya.

sfor
Investments in eastern Africa

TEHRAN - The Kenyan Minister of Regiona Coop-
eration Nicholas Biwott, on Sunday called for Iranian in-
vestments in the economic projects in east African region.

In a meeting with the Iranian Ambassador to Kenya,
Mohammad Kazem Hassani Tabatabaie, Biwott further ex-
plained the goals of his newly established ministry, IRNA

Tabatabaie expressed Iran's readiness to expand its
cooperation with the east African countries and specially

Iran, as an important member of the Economic Coop-
eration Organization (ECO) and Kenya as an integral part
of the economic relations in eastern Africa can have very
fruitful cooperation, the Iranian ambassador added.

ranian

Ms. Hashemi:

MAHABAD, West Azarbaijan
Qorbanali Dorri Ngjafabadi who is here on a routine visit told
a gathering of local people Sunday that national security is the
first priority for sustained development.

He said public wakefulness and the presence of the people
on the various scenes is an important element for maintaining
that kind of security, IRNA reported.

The information minister said unemployment rate in Ma-
habad now stands at 15 percent which, he said, requires proper
investments for improving the employment rate in that city.

He hoped credits would be allocated for creating better em-

ployment and improving local industries.

highest level

TEHRAN - Kazakh For-
eign Minister Kasymzhomart
Tokayev said that Tehran-
Akmola relations are at high-
est level, cdling for further
expansion of bilarteral ties.

Speaking in a meeting
with Iran’s Ambassador in
Kazakhstan Hassan  Qash-
gavi, the Kazakh minister
said one of the prime ob-
jectives of his ministry is fur-
ther promotion of ties with
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

He said Kazakhstan con-
siders Iran as an important
country in the region and thus
attaches great significance to
the promotion of ties with
Tehran, IRNA reported from
Almaty.

Tokayev said that Ak-
mola highly values President
Khatami’s participation in the
forthcoming summit of the
Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO) in Ka
zakhstan.

In reply Qashgavi said
Iran, as afounding member of
ECO, attaches specid im-
portance to the forthcoming
ECO summit in Kazakhstan.

He said Iran will take part
in the summit at a high level,
adding that Tehran seeks fur-
ther upgrading of relations
with Kazakhstan both within
ECO and mutually.

The ambassador voiced
Iran’ s readiness for the expan-
sion of hilateral cooperation
in transportation, mine ex-
ploitation and economic
fields and said Tehran will
welcome dialog on formula
tion of alegal regime for the
Caspian Sea.

He said the Isamic Re-
public of Iran while main-
taining its position on the
procedure for the formulation
of the Caspian Sea legal re-
gime, believes that it should
guarantee interests of all lit-
toral states. Eco summit meet
is due to be held in Almaty,
former Kazakh capita, on
May 12. The first Kazakh
deputy foreign minister was
due to have a briefing session
yesterday with ambassadors
of ECO member countries on
the summit meet.

Suentifically, football
DOSES 1O Pr oblems for women

BUSHEHR - The Vice-
Chairman of Iran’s National
Olympic Committee Faezeh
Hashemi said here Sunday
that from a scientific point
of view playing football
dose not create any prob-
lems for women.

She told IRNA that giv-
en the widespread en-
thusiasm shown by girls in
towns and even in rural ar-
eas to play football and af-
firmative view of some Is-
lamic jurists, women would

soon find it possible to play
football, IRNA reported.
Currently, Hashemi add-
ed, playing football has be-
gun in some schools and the
Physicial Education Or-
ganization is also training
women referees and coach-
es.
Ms. Hashemi also said
that with preparation of nec-
essary facilities, and ob-
servation of religious rules,
indoor football matches for
women will soon begin.

o  First snipment of Chinesetrain

pieces headed for [ran

TEHRAN - The first ship-
ment of train pieces including
six locomotives and 24 dou-
ble-deck carriages left the
Chinese port of Shanghai for

Iran on Saturday.

The shipment addresses
Iran’s needs for establishment
of commuter train service be-
tween Tehran and Karg, 45

in straight sets.

July 19-21.
U y

4 )
|ran advances to second
round of Davis Cup
tennistour nament

TEHRAN - Iran’s national tennis team has advanced to
the second round of the Davis Cup competitions in the
group two of the Asia-Pacific region.

The Iranian team Sunday completed a sweep of the
team from Qatar 5-0 to advance to the second round.

In Sunday’s single's competitions, Iran’s Farshad Tal-
avar and Farhad Tadayon beat their Qatari opponents both

In the second round, Iran would face Pakistan in Tehran

J

Russian wrestling team
to compete in Mazandaran

TEHRAN - Russian free-
style wrestling youth team an-
nounced readiness to par-
ticipate in the 4th round of in-
ternational free-style
wrestling competitions to be

held in honor of Martyr Na
teg Nouri. The contest is to be
held in the city of Noor, in the
northern Province of Ma
zandaran on April 25-27,
IRNA reported.

|lran-Turkey trade volume
tops Dlrs. 104.4m

TEHRAN - Volume of
trade between Iran and Tur-
key stood a Dlrs. 104.492
million between January and
February, 1998, Turkish pub-
lic statistics institute reported.

According to the report,
the figure stood at Dilrs.
167.797 million within the
corresponding period over the
preceding year.

The report said that vol-
ume of Turkey's exports to
and imports from Iran, in Feb-
ruary stood at Dlrs. 13.078
million and DlIrs. 31.969 mil-
lion respectively.

It added that the country’s

exports to and imports from
Iran  between January and
February equalled Dlrs.
29.335 million and Dlrs.
75.157 million respectively.
Based on the report crude
oil constituted major portion
of Turkey’simports from Iran
within the said period.
Between January and
February, 1997, Turkey's ex-
ports to and imports from
Iran topped DlIrs. 53.811 mil-
lion and DIrs. 113.986 million

respectively.

Volume of Turkey's ex-
ports and imports between
January and February, 1998,
amounted to Dlrs. 4,065.029
million and Dlrs. 6,829.202
million respectively.

The country’s exports and
imports  within the two
months showed 4.5 and 1.7
percent increase compared to
the figures registered within
the corresponding period in
1997.
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Wrestling teams from
Turkey, Japan, Daghistan,
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan

and Armenia had earlier an-
nounced readiness to attend
the competitions.

Abbasali Nateq Nouri,
Majlis deputy from Noor,
along with some 70 senior of-
ficids of the country, was
martyred in a terrorist bomb
blast at the Tehran head-
quarters of the Islamic Re-
public Party in June 1981.

km from the capital, IRNA re-
ported.

China signed an agree-
ment worth DIrs. 550 million
to supply the machinery need-
ed by Iran to complete its net-
work of commuter train in
and around Tehran.

The Chinese companies
CNTIC, Citic and Norinco
are the companiesinvolved in
the said deal.

Manufacturing
units admitted to
TSE tobegranted

extra credits

TEHRAN - The Centra
Bank of Iran (CBI) announced
on Sunday that the ma
nufcturing units admitted to
the Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE) would be granted an
extra five billion rials in cred-
it.

The ceiling of the credit
for the manufacturing units
would increase from RIs. 10
billion to RIs. 15 billion, the
CBI said, quoted by IRNA.

According to the latest
program introduced by the
CBI, the manufacturing units
could aso receive another
RIs. five billion in loan from
the banking system for their
capital in circulation if the
bank is convinced of the el-
igibility of the units for re-
ceiving the additional loan.
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