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* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
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* Civil Engineering Services
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* Building Code Consulting
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* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercia Buildings
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* Welded Steel
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New gas field discovered in

Fars Province

TEHRAN - Deputy Oil Minister Ali Hashemi said a new gas-field has I N

been discovered at Gordan, Fars Province with 2.1 trillion cubic feet gas re-

serve and 10.5 million barrels of liquid gas.

Hashemi said the new gas field is worth DlIrs. three billion and its liquid

gas DIrs. 200 million.

He said that Gordan gas-field is located in Taghdis, 135 km south of Shi-

raz

"He said the Oil Ministry has planned to develop the gas-field within the

next two years.

Khatami:
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|ran-Pakistan cooperation

|[Samic culture, most Important
pillar of [ranian icentity

ZAHEDAN, Sistan-
Baluchestan - Iran's Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami,
here on Tuesday referred to
the 1979 Islamic Revolution
as the initiator of a new
move towards a new life
within anew system.

Speaking to an audience
of Sunni and Shi'ite clerics
as well as prominent per-
sonalities of the province,
Khatami stated “Islamic cul-
ture constitutes the most im-
portant pillar of our cultural
identity,” adding that Islam
has played the greatest of
roles in the exaltation of the
Iranian nation, IRNA re-
ported.

Touching on the subject
of Shi’ite-Sunni unity in the
country, the president said
that it's only in a developed
Iran that both Muslim sects
can thrive.

The chief executive
spoke of efforts during the
past 200 years to use re-
ligion and ethnicity as in-
struments to divide the na-
tion, adding that the efforts
gave rise to a mentality
which is detrimental to the
solidarity amongst people.

He called on religious
and cultural leaders to try to
remove these negative men-
talities as a step towards con-
solidating unity within the
community.

Turning to the special
needs of the south eastern

Armenian official:

|ran can preserveregiona

province, Khatami said that
the existence of a 30,000-
strong college student pop-
ulation stresses the need to
raise the standards of educa-
tion in the provincia uni-
versities.

The chief executive also
stated that measures are
needed to create a suitable
environment for advance-
ment of women in the pro-
vice which he said has been
traditionally sluggish.

Meanwhile, addressing a
gathering of families of mar-
tyrs and war veterans after
his arrival at Zahedan, pres-
ident khatami said that the
country owes its dignity, in-
dependence and security to
the martyrs and war vet-
erans.

He further added that the
nation can pay its dues to
those who sacrificed their
lives for the nation by build-
ing a country where women
and men with various ethnic-
ities live with dignity and
security.

President Khatami ar-
rived in Sistan-Baluchestan
Tuesday morning to in-
augurate several develop-
ment projects.

Iran’s Sistan-Baluchestan
has a Sunni magjority while
the Shi’ites are the overal
majority in the country.

The president also told
a large gathering of loca
people later on Tuesday that

his administration has placed
a priority on fighting drug
abuse and trafficking in this
province.

The Iranian president
who was addressing his audi-
ence at the 17-Shahrivar
sports stadium said the en-
emies of the Islamic Re
public have tried to take ad-
vantage of the presence in
Sistan-Baluchestan Province
of various groupings of the
Islamic faith and done every-
thing to pit one group against
the other. He said all persons
able to influence the people
in the province and persuade
them towards their solidarity
must make sure that the peo-
ple in the province will re-
main a united whole as they
are in every other province
of Iran.

President Khatami also
deplored the province being
less developed than other
provinces of Iran. He said
about RIs. 32 billion had
been allocated for a water
supply project in the prov-
ince this year. He said an-
other Rls. 40 billion had also
been allocated to the project
from presidential credits.

He said about Rls. 160
billion would be invested in
the province for improving
main roads and the airport of
the city this year.

President Khatami said
the province is an important
gate of Iran to other parts of

peace, sability

TEHRAN - An Armenian official said on
Tuesday that his country attaches great im-
portance to ties with Iran, adding that the Is-
lamic Republic can preserve peace and stabil-

ity in theregion.

Head of the Iranology center of Armenia
Garnik Asatoryan told visiting Iranian Dep-
uty Foreign Minister for Euro-American Af-
fars Morteza Sarmadi that Armenia highly
values its cooperation with Iran, based on mu-
tual interests, IRNA reported from Moscow.

He said the center is to organize an inter-
national congress of Iranologists worldwide in

1999.

TEHRAN - According to
estimates by the Agriculture
Ministry the domestic pro-
duction of wheat will reach
10.5 to 11 million tons this
year (started March, 21),
seven million tons of which
will be purchased from
farmers as their surplus
products, said the deputy
head of Grain Organization
Masoud Kouchak-M ohseni

here Tuesday.
Attending a three day
seminar of directors of

Grain Organization, he told
IRNA that in order to supply
bread for the Irnaian popul a-
tion, three million tons of
wheat will be imported this
year.
This

year, Kouchak-

Sarmadi

underlined importance of Ir-
anology studies in the Caucasus, adding that
the next century will be the era of dialog
among civilizations and exchange of views

among different cultures.

tions.

Therefore, he stressed, the role that Cau-
casian intellectuals can play in the region is
very crucia and significant in forging solidar-
ity and consolidating ties among regiona na-

Sarmadi stated that in the new era the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran centersits policy on the
principle of easing tension and establishing

closer ties with its neighbors.

Wheat production to reach
11m tonsthis year

Mohseni said, wheat will be
purchased from farmers at a
price of Rls. 600 per kilo-
grams, and if additional
expenses are added to this
figure, the cost price of
wheat will be Rls. 720 per
kilograms.

He added that, currently
the capacity of Iranian silos
for storage of wheat is 4.5
million tons which is still in-
adequate despite in-
vestments so far made in
building new silos and ware-
houses.

He added that the Agric-
ulure Ministry envisions a
program to build enough si-
los for storage of 1.2 million
tons of wheat.

Kouchak-Mohseni said

Eqgyptian paper:

gion.

gion.”

not be offset

paper as saying.

adopted to

Iranians.

Arab-[ranian cooperation
Imperative

TEHRAN - Egyptian paper Al-Ahram Al-Messa'i
in its Tuesday editorial said Arab-Iranian cooperation
was “imperative” to confront risky alliances in the re-

“At this critical juncture in the history of the Middle
East, it is deemed imperative that Arab-Iranian coop-
eration should be developed, now that risky alliances
are being persistently pursued by countries in the re-

“For, there stands Turkey involved to its neck in a
military partnership with Israel, a condition which can-
except by an Arab-lranian co-
ordination serving both parties,” IRNA quoted the

The Arab paper urged Iran to take the first step to
build Arab-Iranian cooperation.

“It is lran that is bound to take the first step; for
better than most, it knows what initiative should be
have confidence built... better than most
Iran knows what is to be done in order to have the road
paved for distinguished relations between” Arabs and

that before the victory of Is-
lamic Revolution, silos
used to be built by foreign-
ers but now they are con-
structed and their equip-
ment installed by Iranian
experts.

He further added un-
til a few years ago building
a 50,000 ton silo cost Dirs.
two to 2.5 million whereas,
today with the improvement
in technology, this fiqure
has reduced to RIs. four bil-

Omani

TEHRAN - Spesker of
Omani Consultative Council
Abdullah bin Ali a-Qatabi,
and Iran's Ambassador to
Oman Syavash Zargar Ya
goubi in Muscat reviewed the
latest developments in the two
countries relations.

the world and has therefore a
specia geographical  prom-
inence.

On Tuesday afternoon,
President Khatami also saw
over the site of a project for
conduiting potable water
from Zabol in the province to
Zahedan.

Energy Minister of Iran
Habibollah Bitaraf who is
with President Khatami in
his tour of the province said
Tuesday that the water sup-
ply project in the province is
one of the most important
projects of itskind in Iran.

Later on Tuesday, Pres-
ident Khatami visited an ex-
hibit of industrial develop-
ment in this southeastern
province named “the face of
Sistan-Baluchestan Prov-
ince.”

The exhibit consisted of
50 booths and showcased in-
dustrial accomplishments of
various public and private or-
ganizationsin the province.

Highlighting the ex-
istence of rich artistic talents
in the province, President
Khatami expressed hope that
handicrafts can help the
province gain a respectable
share of the country’s ex-
ports.

Japanese _
delegation arrives:

Japan
determined
to expand

relations
with Iran

TEHRAN - Japanese
Deputy Foreign Minister
Masahiko Komura, head-
ing a delegation, arrived
here Wednesday on a
four-day officia visit.

Komura, the second
top officia at Japan’s For-
eign Ministry, isthe high-
est-ranking Japanese of-
ficial to visit Iran since the
former foreign minister
Taro Nakaya visited the
country seven years ago.

During his stay, Ko-
mura will submit a mes-
sage from Japanese Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hash-
imoto to President Mo-
hammad K hatami.

Prior to his departure,
he told IRNA in Tokyo
that due to redlistic pol-
icies of the new Iranian
administration, his coun-
try is determined to ex-
pand its relations with the
Islamic Republic in all
fields.

3,000-year-old cemetery
unearthed in northern Iran

RASHT, Gilan - An ancient cemetery was unearthed in Eshkevar village
of Roudsar town in northern Iran during operations to instal electricity pylons

Director of Gilan Province Cultural Heritage Department Mohammad
Tagi Razazi said that preliminary studies show that the cemetery dates back to
the first millennium B.C. and belongs to the Achaemenid era.

Some clay pots and objects have been discovered next to human skele-
tons, he further added. The official said that expert studies and research works
will continue in the region to find out more about its historical significance.

amust to bring peace
to Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Pakistan's
special envoy on Afghan af-
fars, Iftekhar Murshid, here
on Tuessday stated “coop-
eration between Iran and Pa-
kistan is an absolute necessity
to bring the Afghan peace
process to a successful con-
clusion.”

In a meeting with his Ira-
nian counterpart, Alaeddin
Boroujerdi, Murshid added
“the Pakistani government
and the prime minister him-
self are determined to bring
the Afghan crisisto an end, a
feat we are hoping to achieve
through cooperation with the
Isdamic Republic of Iran,”
IRNA reported.

He further referred to the
Taliban's announced readi-
ness to enter into nego-
tiations with their opposition
as a step towards creating un-
derstanding amongst the Af-
ghan warring factions.

The Pakistani official fur-
ther briefed Boroujerdi on the
results of the wvisit of the
American delegation to Paki-
stan and Afghanistan as well
as the negotiations involving
the representatives of U.N.
and the Organization of the
Islamic Conference (OIC) re-
garding the Afghan crisis.

Boroujerdi welcomed the
Pakistani proposal to coop-

Expangon of tieswith Ara, Muglim
Sates high on lran's agenda

TEHRAN, - The Minister
of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance, Ataollah Mohgerani,
said that expansion of re-
lations with Arab and Islamic
states is amongst the highest
priorities of the Isamic Re-
public of Iran.

In ameeting with the Mo-
roccan Ambassador to Teh-
ran, Mohammad Ezerwal,
Mohgjerani stressed Iran’s de-
sire to expand its ties with
Morroco, adding that tourism,
archeology and movie in-
dustry are potential areas of
cooperation between the two

countries, IRNA reported.

He further referred to the
conference of Islamic states
ministers of culture in Mo-
rocco in August as a suitable
venue to explore ways of ex-
panding cultural ties amongst
the states.

As a measure to expand
cultura exchanges between
Iranian writers  and their
Arab  counterparts, Mo-
hajerani referred to his min-
istry’s effort to make Arab
states newspapers available
in Iran.

The  Moroccan am-

President 1ssues
order to confront

economic saboteurs

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Monday
instructed organizations for administrative wrongdoings, and
for investigation and supervision of price and distribution of
goods and services to confront unreasonable rise in prices.

During the Monday session of the headquarters to regu-
late the market, presided over by Khatami, the participants
reviewed market situation and prices of goods and services.

In a report complied by Commerce Ministry, the par-
ticipants at the session were briefed on measures taken so far
to combat unreasonable price hikes.

President Khatami said that rise in price of certain goods
and servicesis the work of a handful of opportunist elements
following the risein price of fuel. However, he instructed or-
ganizations for administrative wrongdoings and, for in-
vestigation and supervision over price and distribution of
goods to maintain constant supervision over the market and
severely confront economic saboteurs.

speaker calls for
promotion of parliamentary
ties with lran

Further promotion of Teh-
ran-Muscat parliamentary
cooperation was aso among
topics discussed by the two of -
ficids.

Referring to the future vis-
it of Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateg Nouri to Oman, dated

for April 25-27, d-Qatabi ex-
pressed the hope that the visit
will further promote parlia-
mentary relations between the
two countries.

He voiced readiness of
Omani parliament to coop-
erate with the Iranian Majlis.

SArvice sector ahsors highest numbey of manpower n Iran

TEHRAN - Some 44.5
percent of Iran's work force
was employed at services sec-
tor in the Iranian year 1375
(ended March 20, 1997).

Iran’s Statistics Center, in
a report said that 30.7 percent
of the active population of the
country is engaged at in-
dustrial sector and 23 at ag-
ricultural sector.

According to the 1375
public census, the number of
those active in industrial and
services sectors rose by 5.4
percent and 2.1 percent re-
spectively, compared to the
year 1365 (1986-1987).

On the contrary, the num-
ber of people active in ag-
ricultural sector dropped by
about six percent.

The report indicated that
women’s employment
climbed by 11.6 percent and
men’'s by 4.7 percent in in-
dustrial sector over the same
period.

In agricultural sector, the
employment rate declined by
9.9 percent for women and
6.7 percent for men.

Men comprised 87.9 per-
cent and women 12.1 percent
of the total active population
of over 10 years of age in the

country in 1375.

This demonstrates a 3.2
percent fall in men’s employ-
ment and an increase of 3.2
percent for women.

According to the sta-
tistics center, 14,571,572

persons were working coun-
trywide in the year 1375,
registering an increase of
3,570,021 persons compared
to the year 1365.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

bassador expressed his gov-
ernment’s resolve to expand
its relations with the Idamic
Republic of Iran.

The exchange of political
and cultural delegations have
played a key role in expan-
sion of ties between Iran and
Morocco in the recent years,
the ambassador added.

Ziae-Far:

erate with Iran to bring the
Afghan war to an end, adding
that Iran supports cooperation
between U.N. and the OIC to
resolve the Afghan crisis.

The two officials aso
stressed the importance of
Iran-Pakistan cooperation to
combat narcotics trafficking.

Iftekhar Murshid arrived
in Tehran on Tuesday to con-
fer with Iranian officials over
the latest developments in Af-
ghanistan.

Later on Tuesday, the
Pakistani  envoy briefed
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ka-
mal Kharrazi on a visit to |s-
lamabad by a U.S. delegation
earlier this month.

He said his government
advocates peaceful solution
of the situation in neighboring
Afghanistan and also recalled
the capacity of Iran and Paki-
stan to return peace to that

country.

In their meetings here, the
Pakistani official and Iran's
foreign minister adso dis
cussed the possible contribu-
tion of the United Nations to
that goal as well as the role of
the Organization of the Islam-
ic Conference (OIC), and
Iran-Pakistan relations.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister observed that civil war
and fratricide must be brought
to an end in Afghanistan. He
also said that foreign inter-
vention in the internal affairs
of that country should be pre-
vented, and practical meas-
ures must be adopted for re-
turning peace to that country.

Kharrazi aso observed
that security and stability in
Afghanistan would have di-
rect impact on the national se-
curity of Iran and Pakistan.

Foreign Ministry
criticizesU.S. old-time
policy toward Iran

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Mahmoud
Mohammadi on Tuesday criticized the U.S. old-time policy, ac-
cusing Washington of ignoring the facts in the world com-
munity, the regional situation and the realitiesin modern Iran.

He said Washington’ s long-standing accusation against Iran
of supporting terrorism is the continuation of the U.S. policy of
threat and imposing economic sanctions on the other countries
especialy thelslamic Republic of Iran, IRNA reported.

“Despite the developments in the international community,
the U.S. looks at Iran with a mentality belonging to the Cold

War era.

Washington has turned a blind eye to the modern day re-
alities, the Foreign Ministry spokesman said.

Mohammadi said the Islamic Republic of Iranis against ex-
tortion, violence and terrorism in the international relations.

He said, “the U.S. should show reaction to Israeli-
sponsored  state terrorism far from contradiction in word and

deed.”

Iran belives that the U.S. double standard is based on the
wrong mentality of the U.S. administration towards the Iranian
nation and that it is the U.S. that should correct its policies to-

wards Iran.

U.N. Human Rights Commission
report unauthentic

TEHRAN - Secretary of
Islamic Human Rights Com-
mission commenting on the
report of the U.N. Human
Rights Commission
(UNHRC) on Iran, said that
Maurice Danby Capithorne
has been dishonest in his re-
port to the Generad As
sembly.

In an interview with
‘Tehran Times published
Tuesday, Hassan Ziaie-Far
added that the report pre-
sented to the UNHRC was
softer than the one presented
to the General Assembly,
while the General Assembly
is more important than the
UNHRC.

The U.N. rapporteur has
not based his report on re-

liable sources, he criticized
and added that Capithorne
himself has admitted in his
report that his sources are
mainly the groups which are
terrorist by nature and are op-
ponents of the Islamic sys
tem.

It is but natural that such
groups provide him with
false reports.

Ironically, some of these
goups have been declared as
terrorist groups, even by
some Western countries, he
added.

Therefore reports based
on the information provided
by such groups is un-
authentic, he stated.

The U.N. rapporteur has
failed to have a com-

Students protest MPs
behavior towards

univer sity professor

TEHRAN - The students
of Amir-Kabir Technolog-
ical University in Tehran
staged a two-hour gathering
titled “the free tribune” on
Tuesday.

The gathering is said to
have been held in protest at
an argument erupted be-
tween a university in-
structor and a university
guard on the one side and
two Members of Parliament
(MPs) who were invited to
attend a seminar on textile
industry.

While entering the park-
ing lot of the university, the
MPs were prevented by a
guard from parking their car
without having a special per-
mit.

Later an argument erupt-
ed between them and when a
university instructor inter-

http://www .ettel aat.com

vened to calm down the sit-
uation, the MPs pushed him
backward, leading to trade
of insults.

The students asked the
MPs to apologize to the uni-
versity instructor, staffers
and students for their un-
acceptable behavior.

The gathering ended
peacefully after two hours of
discussions.

prehensive look at the Ira-
nian society as a religious
one, he said.

“Asssessing Iran's per-
formance of human rights on
the basis of secular criteria
not only will not solve any
problem, but will add to the
complexity of the problem,”
he said.

Moreover, the U.N.
rapporteur has neglected
the positive developments
with regard to human
rights in Iran and has con-
centrated on weak points.
For instance, the develop-
ments of the past six
months and the opening up
of the society as well as
the role of the press have
been neglected by Cap-
ithorne, he added.

Based on the latest sta-
tistics, some 1,000 pub-
lications have received
permits during the past 12
months. There is no con-
trol over these publica-
tions before they are pub-
lished.

He said last year a min-
ister filed a suit against a
publication, but the court
ruling was in favor of the
publication.

“In last year's film fes-
tival a number of actresses
won prizes, but outside Iran
the propaganda campaign is
too distroted that people
think that the Iranian women
even do not go to cinema
None of these positive as-
pects are seen in Cap-
ithorne’s report,” he con-
cluded.
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