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Kuwait, Iran free trade
Zones to cooperate

TEHRAN - Iran and Kuwait on Wednesday reached agreement on coop-

eration between free trade zones of the two countries.

The issue was discussed at a meeting between the new Kuwaiti Minister of
Trade and Industries, Abd-ul Aziz Dakhil al-Dakhil and Iran’'s Ambassador to

Kuwait Gholamali San'’ ati.

The Kuwaiti minister said that his country was both interested and pre-
pared to expand trade relations and boost trade exchanges with Iran based on

old historical ties between the two nations.

At the meeting the two sides, besides reviewing trade and economic re-
lations, discussed the possibilities of broadening cooperation in other areas.
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Clergiessnolc focus on youtn's A

TEHRAN - Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Ali  Khamenei, here on
Wednesday called on clergies
to strengthen people’s faith in
the rule of Idam, syn-
onymous with prevalence of
justice and knowledge over
human beings lives.

Addressing a large audi-
ence of clergies at the outset
of the month of Moharram on
the Idamic calendar, the
Leader referred to the prop-
agation of the religion as con-
veying the truth to the people,
“s0 as to rescue the hearts and
minds overcame by ignor-
ance.”

In carrying out this mis-

sion, the promoters should
discreetly pick their audience
and choose contents suitable
with their needs, said Ay-
atollah Khamenei.

The Iranian youth are
presently the main target of
enemies malicious prop-
aganda aimed to shape their
hearts and minds, thus, the
Leader stressed, the clergies
should aso focus on the
youth and their intelectua
needs.

In doing so, the Leader
added, the promoters of Islam
should aso have a clear
knowledge of the enemies
propaganda and their tactics,
“so they know what gap to fill

President Kocharyan:

Intallectua neo

and what need to address.”

The youth should also be
encouraged to ponder the is-
suesand to refrain from hasty
judgements as well as violent
approaches, Ayatollah Kha
menei added.

The promoters of the Is-
lamic faith should impress
upon the people that the 1979
Islamic Revoultion gave rise
to a government founded on
piety, justice, and love for
people, a government whose
officials are not swayed by fi-
nancial gaines or enemies
temptations, said the Leader

Ayatollah Khamenei fur-
ther stressed the importance
of nationa unity, adding that

Yerevan highly valuesIran'srolein

regional peace, stan

TEHRAN - Deputy Ira-
nian Foreign Minister for
Euro-American Affairs Mor-
teza Sarmadi held talksin Ye-
revan Wednesday with Ar-
menian  President  Robert
Kocharyan who attached
great importance to the role
Iran played in helping to re-
store peace and stability in
the region.

Kocharyan  emphasized
continuation of bilateral re-
lations and further promotion
of regiona cooperation with
Iran.

Dwelling on the existing
political and economic re-
lations between Tehran and
Yerevan, the Armenian pres-

ident stated that his govern-
ment desired to see further
expansion and deepening of
the neighborly relations with
Iran.

Sarmadi on his part
briefed Kocharyan on the pri-
orities of the Iranian foreign
policy, saying that Tehran
gives special priority toitsre-
lations with the neighboring
nations particularly the Cau-
casian region.

Exchanging views with
the Armenian president on the
regional crises particularly
the Karabakh issue, the vis-
iting deputy Iranian foreign
minister indicated that build-
ing trust among nations in

Dialog between civilizations
neeasto be on equal footing

QOM - French scholar-
author Roger Garaudy de-
livering alectureto Musdlim
scholars at Qom Seminary on
Wednesday said that based on
the teachings of the Holy Qu-
ran, dialog among civiliza-
tions need to be on an equa
footing.

The French Muslim phi-
losopher stated that the use of
military force could not be
the solution to the present day
problems of the world and
that dialog between civiliza-
tions needed to be initiated to
defend the truth, IRNA re-
ported.

Garaudy added that Mus-
lims needed to be united
based on the teachings of the
Holy Quran and that they
needed to refrain from sow-
ing seeds of discord and keep-
ing aloof from each other.

Meanwhile, in a meeting
with Ayatollah Ebrahim Ami-
ni and Ayatollah Mohammad
Tagi Meshah Yazdi, Garaudy
praised Iran for throwing its

support behind Palestinian na-
tion.

The French scholar re-
ferring to Iran’s extolled goal
in support for the world de-
prived, expressed hope that
Iran would continue to con-
centrate its efforts on the ma-
terialization of Islamic ideals.

In a yet another meeting,
Garaudy told the Iranian and
foreign seminarians at Imam
Khomeini research center that
Muslims needed to unite
against the objectives of the
Zionists and world arrogance.
The French writer fully elab-
orated on plots against the
Muslim and the Third World
people.

He added that political
and economic unity is of
great importance for the Mus-
lim nations and that it would
be idea if the Muslim com-
munity could formulate an Is-
lamic common market, which
would then seriously curtain
the American money domina-
tion in the world.

Official: Share of private sector
Investment, 15 pc of GDP

YAZD - Share of investments made by the private sector
in the country’s gross domestic poduct (GDP) is 15 percent,
showing a 30 percent decrease compared to the figure in oth-
er developing countries, said the deputy head of the Plan
and Budget Organization in charge of infrastructure, Hossein
Mahroo here Tuesday.

Speaking at a ceremony held to introduce the head of the
provincia Plan and Budget Department, he said that an at-
mosphere more conducive to investments by the private sec-
tor should be created, IRNA reported.

Mahroo pointed out that people’'s tendency towards
spending on consumer goods rather than on capital in-
vestments is one of the reasons for the government’ s budget
deficit.

He also cautioned that given the issue of budget deficit,
the government should not be expected to completely solve
the problem of unemployment.

In recent years, he said, Iran has enjoyed arelatively sol-
id rate of economic growth, but the increase in the popula-
tion has slowed down the trend.

Mahroo further added that creating suitable atmosphere
for investment, absorption of idle domestic capitals, fos-
tering a more open economic climate, and providing ad-
equate foreign exchange are important factors effective in
creating employment opportunities.

He added that countries like, Korea, China and Malaysia
have had impressive track recordsin this regard.

He further added that the annual per capitaincomein the
country is Dlrs. 2,000, wheress the figure in Japan is DIrs.
35,000. Cutting down on spendings is the most effective
means of improving economic conditions, he said, adding
that selling shares to the public, and government borrowing
from Central Bank are other ways to improve the efficiency
of the economy.

lt
the Caucasian region was the
major precondition for es
tablishing a long-standing se-
curity in the region.

In a separate meeting with
Sarmadi also on Wednesday,
the Armenian Prime Minister
Armen Darbinyan expressed
his government’s desire to ex-
pand and strengthen ties with
Iran.

At the meeting which was
also attended by some senior
Armenian ministers and the
head of Iran-Armenia joint
commission, the two sides
discussed the need for setting
up the new Tehran-Yerevan
joint meeting and promotion
of joint cooperation with oth-
er Caucasian nations.

They agreed to further ac-
tivate the subcommittees of
the joint commission par-
ticularly in the areas of en-
ergy, mines industries, trans-
portation, telecommunication
and agriculture.

Meanwhile, in another
meeting with Chairman of the
Armenian Supreme Council,
Sarmadi discussed Tehran-
Yerevan expansion of coop-
eration at bilatera and re-
gional levels.

During their meeting the
two sides also called for pro-
motion of cooperation be-
tween parliaments of the two
countries, exchange of del-
egations and the use of ex-
perience in the legidative af-
fairs.

Bilateral and multilateral
economic cooperation, Ar-
menian domestic  develop-
ments and other important is-
sues such as the Karabakh
crisis were reviewed at the
meeting.

Petrochemical comp

TEHRAN - The light pol-
yethylene production plant of
Imam Khomeini Petrochem-
ical Complex has received the
1SO 9002 certificate of qual-
ity.

Chairman of the complex
Abbas She’eri Mogadam told

the clergies should stay away
from subjects which become
sources of discords amongst
people.

The government needs
the support of a united nation
to address the economic prob-
lems in the country, the Lead-
er concluded.

The month of Moharram
on the Islamic calendar car-
ries special weight for Shi’ite
Muslims because of the mar-
tyrdom of Imam Hossein
(as), the third Imam of the
household of Prophet Mo-
hammad (peace be upon him)
during the month some 13
centuries ago.

Adamov:

IRANSHAHR,  Sistan-
Baluchestan - President Mo-
hammad  Khatami here
Wednesday stressed on the
unity between the Shi’ite and
Sunni Muslims, caling on
them not to allow the enemies
to sow seeds of discord.

The executive chief stated
that based on the laws of the
constitution, all are equal in
the eyes of law, adding that
the two schools of thought
should make efforts to create
a cordia and brotherly en-
vironment so that both could
live in peace together, IRNA
reported.

Expressing despair at the
existing deprivation in Sistan-
Baluchistan Province, Pres-
ident Khatami stated that his
government was serioudly try-
ing to bring about justice,

Iran works for peaceful
application of nuclear
energy

TEHRAN - Russian Minister of Nuclear Energy Yev-
geni Adamov said in Moscow on Wednesday that the nu-
clear engineering cooperation between Iran and Russia cen-
ters on peaceful application of nuclear power.

Adamov said such cooperation fully observes the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and is under the Russian pres-

ident’s supervision.

He said Russia believes that any discrimination against
the countries which are signatories to the Non-Proliferation
Treaty and which comply with it isillegal, IRNA reported

from Moscow.

The Russian minister said Iran is one of the early sig-
natories to the treaty and its nuclear activities are monitored
by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Russiais busy setting up a 1,000 megawatt nuclear pow-

er plant in Bushehr in southern Iran and has protested on
various occasions Washington''s opposition to its coop-
eration with Iran.

In another development, Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Mahmoud Mohammadi strongly lambasted the
U.S. hostile policies towards Iran and the White House's
contradictory behavior.

Referring to the unfounded accusations of the U.S. of-
ficidls against Iran-Russia nuclear cooperation, Mo-
hammadi said such accusations indicated the U.S. hostile at-
titude towards Iran and that the U.S. has spared no
opportunity to stop Iran’s economic development plan.

“Iran’s nuclear cooperation with Russia is fully for ci-
vilian application of nuclear energy and is taking place with-
in the framework of international regulations,” IRNA quoted
him as saying.

The spokesman said the two countries have also been
committed to controlling the export of the nuclear energy
from either country in accordance with NPT.

He pointed to the U.S. financial assistance to the Zionist
regime to modernize its military arsenal and said the U.S.
has attempted to justify its dangerous plan to arm the Zion-
ist regime which possesses weapons of mass destruction and
is the main threat to the security and stability of the region,
by accusing Iran of attempting to acquire weapons of mass
destruction.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran always wants the Middle
East free from weapons of mass destruction,” Mohammadi
said.

He called on the international community to pressure the
Zionist regime to eliminate al its weapons of mass de-
struction and force the U.S. to abandon its dangerous policy
of supporting Israel.

IRNA that the technical team  operation.

at the plant launched a cam-
paign last May to meet the re-
quirements to receive the cer-
tificate, notably  higher
quality, reduced energy con-
sumption by the plant as well
as lower pollution due to its

Subsequently, the poly-
ethylene plant was inspected
by the Deutch company
D.N.V. which in March is
sued the quality certificate, he
added

Mbqadam further pre-

Mineral resourcesto help Iran’s
economic development

TEHRAN - Minister of
Mines and Metals Eshaq Ja-
hangiri said that mine de-
velopment figure prominently
in the plans for economic and
industrial development of the
country.

Speaking at a conference,
Jahangiri added that existence
of rich minera resources in
Iran compels the country to
employ the state of the art
technology for exploitation of
the resources.

Noting that the confer-

ence is being held with close
cooperation of Canada, the
official said that the Canadian
experience in geomatics can
be a major part of the tech-
nical cooperation between the
two countries.

Geomatics marries vari-
ous sciences to shed light on
earth behavior and has ap-
plications in geology, mining,
oceanography and environ-
ment protection.

Also speaking at the con-
ference was the deputy head

700,000 5. m of hand-woven car pets
produced in Kerman annually

KERMAN - The director of Kerman Handicrafts Organiza-
tion said that 700,000 sgquare meters of hand-woven carptes are
being produced at workshops in the shouthern province of Ker-
man annually.

Some 17,000 people working with Kerman Handicrafts Or-
ganization are producing 200,000 square meters of hand-woven
carpet as well as needle works annually, worth RIs 6.4 billion.

Officials say that setting up of an import-export company
with an aim to supervise over the purchase and spinning of
wool, will promote quality of Kerman carpets by 50 percent.

of the Plan and Budget Or-
ganization for technology,
Ahmad Shafe'at, who called
for expanded cooperation be-
tween Iran and Canada in the
field of geomatics.

An exhibit of geomatics
technology was held on the
sidelines of the conference
with the participation of nine
Canadian firms.

Meanwhile, in a cer-
emony to present the new
managing director of the
Khuzestan Steel Company,
Jahangiri called for specia at-
tention to non-oil exports to
compensate for the drop in
the country’s revenues from
oil exports.

Cutting current spending
and utilization of foreign fi-
nancial resources can aso
help the country out of the
jam created by the reduced ail
revenues, the official added.

S ngapore seeks to expand

tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Singapore's Minister of Communications Mah Bow Tan, on
Wednesday said his country seeks to expand relations with Iran.

Speaking to the Iranian Ambassador in Singapore city, Mohsen Nabavi, he
welcomed the formation of a trade council to help boost the commercial ex-
changes between the two countries.

Referring to the presence of Iranian players in Singapore’s soccer league,
the official caled for higher level of Iran-Singapore exchanges in the fields of
culture, athletics and tourism.

The Iranian diplomat had also a meeting with Singapore’s Parliament
Speaker Tan Soo Khoon whocalled for formation of friendship groups between
parliaments of the two countries.

eequal beforelaw

adding that he wanted to see
progress and development, in
both socia and economic
fields, be equally spread to all
regions of the country.

The President urged gov-

Kharraz:

ernment planners to work out
blueprints  which  would
equally distribute the existing
facilities and possibilities to
all areas.

Khatami pointed out that

once agriculture was de
veloped and border markets
set up, the province could ex-
pect to see advancement and
development.

[ran, Russaagaingt pipeling on Caspian bed

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Ka-
mal Kharrazi on Wednesday termed the con-
tract for laying a pipeline on the Caspian Sea
bed to conduit oil and gas, as violation of the

rights of other littoral states.

Recently, reports pointed to the possibility
of the conclusion of a contract between Turk-
menistan and the U.S. for the feasibility stud-

ies over laying the pipeline.

According to the plan, the Caspian Sea
pipeline will connect Turkmenistan to Azer-

baijan.

Kharrazi on Wednesday told IRNA that
because no consensus has been reached so far
among the Caspian Sea littoral states over a
new legal regime for the sea, no party, es-
pecialy foreign companies, can take a meas-
ure which will violate rights of the others.

He stressed that Iran and Russia have a-

ready expressed their

on Wednesday.

The session emphasized the need for en-

opposition to laying
such a pipeline due to environmental con-
siderations, adding that they would not allow
others to make one-sided decisions.

The Iranian foreign minister reiterated that
the Caspian Sea belongs to all littoral states
and that its legal regime should be formulated
by all the states bordering the sea.

Meanwhile, the third assembly of co-
ordinating committee on the Caspian Sea
weather, water and environment was opened

vironmental care of this great landlocked sea.
Besides representatives from Iran, Russia,

Turkmanistan, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan,

world agencies like United Nations Develop-

ment Program (UNDP), World Meteorological

sembly.

Organization (WMO), UNESCO and 18 other
related agencies sent their teams to the as-

The participants presented 12 plans on

weather, water and environment watch of the
Caspian Seawhich was to be scrutinized in de-

tails during the three-day session.

‘CASPAS.

The littoral countries presented their report
in the subject matter to help better coordinate
and enforce the recommanded plans known as

The session also reviewed the forecast
plans of the Caspian Sea level as well as the
setting up of weather, water and environment
watch stations around the Caspian Sea.

The plans also proposed the creation of
warning stations to aert the people on im-
minent floods, hailstones and storms.

The gathering made recommandations to
the member countries to bring about the need-
ed coordination between the related agencies

of the different countriesin order to facilite the

enforcement of ‘CASPAS' decisions.
The committee was established in 1994 by
five littoral states of the Caspian Sea. The first

assembly was held in Bandar Anzali (Iran),

and the second one in Baku (Azerbaijan).

German MP cadlsfor
broader tieswith lran

TEHRAN - The return of
ambassadors to Tehran and
Bonn was a good beginning
for normalization of ties be-
tween the two countries; that
Germany sought broader ties
with Iran, sad Gunter Ve-
rhugen, incoming German
parliamentary deputy.

In an exclusive interview
with ‘Iran News', carried by
IRNA, Verhugen added “we
seek closer cooperation with
Iran; this necessitates action
by both sides,” adding that it
was not the German govern-
ment alone but the opposition
as well that sought closer ties
with lran.

During his diadlog with
Iranian officials he pointed to
the fact that relations between
the two countries were old
and that both have a historical
interest in reliable relations.

He said, “Iranisareliable
trade partner for Germany
and | encourage the German
government to invest in lran
and to attempt to solve the po-

ex recaives | S0-9002 cartificate

dicted that the liquified gas
separator unit and the PVC
production plant of the com-
plex would become |SO-9002
certified by May.

Commenting on the qual-
ity of products of the com-
plex, the official stated that
they can easily compete with
outputs of the petrochemical
plant in Saudi Arabia. How-
ever, he added, the packaging
quality leaves something to
be desired, a fact which has
prompted efforts to upgrade
the packaging.

The petrochemical com-
plex produced 4,178,000 tons
of various products during the
last Iranian year (ended
March 20), 2,039,000 tons of
which was exported abroad.

The plant, with RIs 1,230
billion export revenues, fell
short of the RIs 1,360 billion
expected to be earned from
the export of the petrochem-
ical products during the year.

Mogadam cited a drop in
the price of petrochemical
products in world markets as
well as a 10 percent reduction
in the demand from the East
Asian countries as the major
reasons for the reduced export
revenues. The doemstic con-
sumption of the petrochem-
ical  products,  however,
jumped 34 percent to surpass
RIs 930 billion, Mogadam
added.
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litical differences now loom-
ing.”

Referring to the open di-
alog proposed by Italian For-
eign Minister Lamberto Dini
with Iranian dignitaries dur-
ing his recent visit, Ve
rhugen said “Germany has al-
ways maintained that the EU
must have a common policy
vis-avis Iran, it is not right
for individua countries to
make separate moves or com-
pete with each other in their
approach toward Tehran. It
would be better for European
nations to collectively ap-
proach Tehran.”

Regarding the nature of
relationship with Iran in the
event of the victory of the
Sociad Democratic  Party
(SPD) in the forthcoming
German presidential  elec-
tions, Verhugen, as member
of the party said that he be-
lieved a change in govern-
ment in Bonn would have a
positive effect on relations
with Tehran.

Addressing the Foreign
Ministry’s Institute for Polit-
ical and International Studies,
Verhugen underscored the
fact that closer economic ties
between the two nations
caled for stronger political
support.

As chairman of the Secur-
ity and Disarmament Com-
mission of the German Social
International Party, he said

that many grounds exist for
cooperation among the two
countries in relation to the
stalled Middle East peace
talks and the stabilization of
Central Asia and the Cau-
casus.

He expressed regret over
the recent crisisin relation be-
tween Iran and Germany add-
ing that the two countries
should commit themselves to
solving their difference.

When asked SDP's rec-
ommendation to improve ties
and defuse tensions that now
and then brew between Teh-
ran and Bonn, Verhugen said
there are still some unsettled
issues like the Mykonos case
and detention and death sen-
tence looming over the Ger-
man national in Iran are the
main obstacles straining ties
between the two countries.

Concerning  Germany’s
membership in the U.N. Se-
curity Council, the MP said
he believes that the Security
Council should have five to
seven additional permanent
members and considered Ar-
genting, India, Indonesia, Ja
pan and South Africa as suit-
able candidates for
membership in the council.

Verhugen said that the
NATO's expansion did not
threaten any neutral country,
on the contrary, it guaranteed
security for al countries, he
concluded.

Six states from Asia,
Pacific to manufacture
joint satellite

TEHRAN - Representatives of Iran, Thailand, China, Pa-
kistan, South Korea and Mongolia in Bangkok on Wednes-
day signed an agreement to jointly manufacture a small mul-
ti-purpose satellite.

The agreement was signed in the presence of Thai Prime
Minister Chuan Leekpai, Iranian telecommunications official
Tabeshian and representatives of the states from Asiaand the
Pacific, IRNA reported from Kuala Lumpur.

The six states which member an alliance on cooperation
in the airspace technology will jointly make the satellite
within the next two years. The details of the project were not
available.
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