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Cabinet approves two projects
Involving foreign investment

TEHRAN - In a decision Sunday night, the Iranian Cabinet approved a
German company’s bid to invest in ‘Nowzhand’ industrial complex for man-
ufacturing steel wires and another bid by a Luxemburg-based manufacturer to

make propylene films.

Government spokesman Ataollah Mohajerani said here Sunday that the
Cabinet had al so approved a general protocol for economic, business, scientific,
technical and sports and physical education cooperation between the youth of

Iran and Saudi Arabia.
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Khaddam:

Fconomic prosperity requires Tenran-Damascus

jumpir

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Kha
tami here on Sunday said that social justice
and economic prosperity is not possible but
through increasing national production and
better utilization of human resources.

The remark was part of the president’s
message to the second conference to ‘ support
national products' held in Tehran's ‘Tarbiat
Modarres University, IRNA reported.

The message, read by Majlis Deputy labor
leader Abolgassem Sarhadizadeh, also re-
ferred to manufacturing jobs as driving force

for the national economy.

Reliance on domestic human resources,
creation of a suitable legal and administrative
structure, reforming the system of distribution
as well as defining a proficient system gov-
erning non-oil exports were emphasized by

the president as major necessities to help the
country’ s move towards development.

The chief executive further called for high-
er attention to products with increased value
added, special focus on non-oil exports and
the export of engineering services as well as
better utilization
sturctural investments for the good of the fu-
ture generations which he called “the actual in-
heriters of the country’s oil resources.”

In adrive to support domestic productions,
the message stressed, the views and ex-

of oil revenues for infra

periences of the workers as well as the man-

agers sould be given due attention.

Further,

national savings should be encouraged to help
support future investments and there should be
a specia focus on acquiring modern tech-
nology, the presiden’t message added.

Afgnanistan’s Dostum thanks | ran for peace efforts

TEHRAN - The head of
the Afghan National-Islamic
Movement, Abdulrashid Dos-
tum, on Sunday thanked the
Islamic Republic of Iran for
its efforts to bring peace to
Afghanistan.

In a meeting with the Ira-
nian Foreign Minister, Kamal
Kharrazi, in Tehran, Dostum
said “the Ilamic Republic of
Iran has stood by the Afghan
nation in the most difficult
situations and worked to put

an end to the crisis in the
country, IRNA reported.
“We would never forget the
assistance by our Iranian
brothers,” he said.

Dostum emphasized the de-
termination by the Afghan
northern aliance to work for
establishment of peace in the
war-torn country, adding
that the oppressive palicies of
the Taliban have been sources
of the nation's many pains
and sufferings.

Ozsoy:

tries.”

IRNA reported.

able for expansion of
of their peoples.

leyman Demirel’s

Iran.

gion.

Consoliciation of Tenran-Ankaraties
can help peace, Security in region

TEHRAN - The Chairman of Iran’s Expediency
Council, Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, here on Sunday
said “we expect Turkey to always see itself as part of
the Muslim community and that the U.S. and Israel
fail to penetrate into the ranks of the Islamic coun-

Rasfsanjani made the statement in a meeting with
the Turkish Ambassador to Tehran, Sencer Ozsoy,

The former president further stated that Tehran and
Ankara should make better use of the grounds avail-
their ties serving the interests

The Turkish ambassador conveyed President Su-
regards for Rafsanjani, adding
that Turkey is intent on making up for the year-lonc};
recess in its relations with the Islamic Republic o

Referring to Iran-Turkey cooperation within the
frameworks of Organization of the Islamic Confer-
ence, Economic Cooperation Organization and D-8,
Ozsoy said that consolidation of ties between the two
countries can greatly help peace and security in the re-

|ran for expansion
of cooper ation
with Pergan Gulf
dates

TEHRAN - For the first
time since the victory of the
Islamic Revolution in Iran in
1979, a Saudi academic is to

speak at a seminar in Iran ,
signaling improvement of ties
between Riyadh and Tehran,
Arab daily Al-Hayat reported
Sunday.

The head of the Persian
Gulf department at the In-
stitute for Political and Inter-

national Studies in Tehran,
Abbas Eragtashi, told the dai-
ly that Saudi academic Dr.
Abdul Aziz a-Mahanna was
to deliver a lecture on Saudi
foreign policy and relations
with the Idamic world and
the West at the institute,
IRNA reported from Athens.

No Saudi scholar has lec-
tured before at the institute
which is run by Iran’s For-
eign Ministry, Al-Hayat not-
ed

Iran’'s Deputy Foreign
Minister for Education and
Research Gholam-Reza
Khoshrou told Al-Hayat that
Dr. Al-Mahanna will aso
participate in a seminar on
Central Asiaand Caucasus or-
ganised by the ministry.

Khoshrou stressed on the
progress in ties between Iran
and Saudi Arabia and other
Persian Gulf states recently.

He said Iran was eager to
expand cooperation with Per-
sian Gulf states generally and
with Saudi Arabia specialy.

Saudi Foreign Minister
Saud al-Faisal was expected
to visit Tehran soon to sign a
memorandum of cooperation
with Iran and to convey an of-
ficia invitation by King Fahd
to President Khatami to visit
Riyadh, the paper added.

He further caled on the
Taliban to be sincere in the
forthcoming negotiations for
peace.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister stressed the Iranian
stance that unity amongst all
Afghan groups would guar-
antee peace and stability in
Afghanistan. “The ls-
lamic Republic of Iran, as a
neighbor and the chairman of
the Organizaiton of the Islam-
ic Conference, is ready to
help solve  Afghan nation’s
problems and to bring peace
and tranquility to the coun-
try,” Kharrazi said.

General Dostum is pres-
ently in Tehran to confer with
Iranian officials on the latest
Afghan developments.

TEHRAN- The Australian
Ambassador to Tehran Stuart
Humesaid that his country at-
taches importance to its ec-
onomictieswithlran.

Hestressedthat hiscountry
considersran asamajor trade
partner and therefore, an Aus-
tralian economic delegation
will visit Iraninthenear future,
headded.

Recently there has been
positive international attitude
towards Iran, he said, adding
that the trend is growing fur-
ther. The Australian am-
bassador, on atour of Kerman
Province, met Governor Gen-
eral of the province, Masoud

Tehranto host gathering
onoil, gasin Central Aga,
Caucasa

TEHRAN - Experts and
researchers from 17 world
countries will review issues
related to energy and econ-
omy in the Caspian Sea as
well as transfer of oil and gas
from this region in a seminar
to be held in Tehran on April
27-28.

Deputy Foreign Minister
for Training and Research Af-
fairs, Gholamali Khoshroo,
told reporters here Saturday
that the 2-day seminar will
discuss the role of regional
powers in resolving disputes
and attaining economic de-
velopment, IRNA reported.

Regional and ex-
traterritorial viewpoints on se-
curity of the Caspian Sea, ail
and gas lines as well as secur-
ity policies will also be raised
at the seminar.

Experts and researchers
from Russia, China, France,
Britain, Sweden, the U.S,
Italy, Pakistan and India as
well as several Central Asian
countries are among those at-
tending the seminar.

Due to the importance of
the sea and upon the proposal
of the participants, a special
gahtering on economy and en-
ergy in the Caspian Sea will
be held on the sidelines of the
seminar.

Asked about Iran’s stance
vis-arvis the contract signed
between Turkmenistan and
the U.S. on tarnsfer of oil
from Caspian Sea bed,
Khoshroo said Iran opposes
the contract because of its
dangerous ecological im-
pacts.

He added that since the
sea’s movement is towards
Iran, the Islamic Republic
will be more vulnerable to
danger as aresult of transfer

of oil through pipelines from
the Caspian Sea. He pointed
out that the slightest pollution
will contaminate Iran’'s ter-
ritorial waters.

Iran is against unilateral
utilization of the Caspian Sea
reserves and believes that any
kind of bilatera agreements
in this  respect must be ap-
proved by all the five littoral
states.

The deputy foreign min-
ister referred to cultural coop-
eration, promotion of ec-
onomic relations, helping to
reduce tension and minimize
enemy’s presence in the re-
gion as Iran’s policiesin Cen-
tral Asiaand Caucasia

He termed Iran’s route as
the cheapest, safest and most
economical route to transfer
Caspian Sea energy.

nationdl production  refationsgrowing

TEHRAN - The Syrian First Vice-President Abd al-Halim
Khaddam wound up his visit to Tehran and left for Damascus
early Sunday afternoon after meeting President Mohammad
Khatami.

Khaddam, who was officially seen off by his Iranian coun-
terpart Hassan Habibi, told reporters at the airport before de-
parture that he was satisfied with his visit to Tehran, IRNA
quoted him as saying.

In a meeting with President Khatami who is & so the current
chairman of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC),
Khaddam briefed him on the latest regional developments, in-
cluding the recent Zionist ploy on conditional withdrawal from

South L ebanon.

Khaddam appealed to Muslim countries to join hands to
solve problems facing the world of 1slam.

Underlining the need to further strengthen the role of OIC,
the Syrian officia said that a new chapter will be openedin OIC

under the chairmanship of Iran.

On growing Tehran-Damascus relations, he said that the
friendly relations between the two countries provides the best
pattern for other Islamic countries.

Meanwhile, President Khatami urged the Islamic countries
to unite in the face of Zionist conspiracy and rally around their
common interests and promote understanding among them-

selves.

Referring to Tehran-Damascus amicable relations, President
Khatami called for further promotion of regional cooperation

withinOICand U.N.

Speaking to reporters in Tehran, he said that he had sub-
mitted a message from President Hafiz al-Assad to his Iranian
counterpart inviting him to pay a state visit to Syria

He added that during the meetings held between the two
countries  officials, Iran and Syria shared common viewpoints
on different issues which will be announced in a joint com-

munique later on.

On the critical situation in Irag, he noted that his country
stresses the need to maintain territorial integrity of Irag and is
opposed to any military act against that country.

Meanwhile, Habibi called for implementation of the U.N.
resolution 425, saying Syria and Lebanon will not accept any
condition for withdrawal of the Zionist forces from South Leb-
anon. Iran has aso approved of the two countries standsin this

regard, he added.

On Iran-Syria cooperation, he said that bilateral economic
and trade relations will persuade other regional countriesto join

the two countries.

Mahmoudi who said that
grounds are paved for in-
vestmentintheprovince.

He stressed that the de-
cision of the government in
creatingtwo freetrade zonesin
Sirjan and Bam has given the
province special importance
promisingabright prospect.

The Australian diplomat
stressed that European com-
panies are trying to establish
close relationswith Iranin or-
der to make investment in the
country.

Australia is searching for

O

minister uncler

new markets to make in-
vestments, he said, voicing his
country’ sreadinessto increase
itsvolumeof investmentsin
Iran. lran-Australia trade ex-
changesin 1997 stood at Aus-
tralian DIrs 900 million, he
said, adding that wheat, coal,
wool, sugar and machinaries
were major items exported to
the Islamic Republic, while
carpet and pistachio were ma-
jor Iranian goodsimported into
Australiaintheperiod.
Hefurther calledfor export
of Iranian petrochemical prod-

Iran, Qatar to expand cooperation in

educational field

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador to Doha Mahmoud Movahedi and Qatari
Education Minister Muhammad Abdulrahim Kafud in a meeting in Doha on
Sunday explored ways of expanding mutual cooperation in the field of educa-

The two sides also exchanged views on further consolidation and expan-
sion of mutual cooperation in all areas, the educational field in particular.
Kafud expressed satisfaction with excellent ties enjoyed by Iran and Qatar.

Oman reacy to cooperate

with [ran

TEHRAN - The visiting
Iranian Majlis Speaker Ali-
Akbar Nateg-Nouri said in
Muscat on Sunday that Israel
possesses nuclear arms and
other weapons of mass de-
struction, seeking to penetrate
into the Persian Gulf region.

Nateg-Nouri told Omani
Minister of Defence Massud
bin Harib that Israel has dealt
many blows on Muslims and
that if Muslim states refrain
from getting united or ex-
ercising vigilance, Israel will
continue to deal blows on
them, IRNA reported from
Muscat.

Underlining the need for
unity among Muslim states in
theface of the dangers threat-
ening Islam and Muslims, Na-
teg-Nouri expressed hope that
the Idlamic countries would
try to identify their enemies.

Hareb said for his part
that relations between Iran
and Oman are “exemplary” in
the region.

He added that Oman be-
lieves that Muslim states
should have coordinated
stance against the enemies of
IsSamand Irancanplay  an
important role in this regard.

In another meeting with
his Omani counterpart Ab-
dullah bin Ali al-Qatabi here
on Sunday, Nateg-Nouri cau-
tioned against enemies  ef-
forts to create an atmosphere
of distrust in the region to
strengthen their own presence.

He said that an at-

mosphere of friendship and
brotherhood among regional
states would stripe foreigners
of any pretext to maintain
their presence in the region.
Therefore, he added, regional

Australia attaches importance to tieswith [ran

uctstohiscountry.

Hume said that the Aus-
tralian company, BHPwhichis
activein oil, copper, steel and
other mineral substance pro-
jects has made investments in
Sarcheshmeh copper minesin
kermanand Songoonof Aharin
northwestern province of East
Azarbaijan.

Talks are underway be-
tween the two countries' of-
ficialstoactivatetheprovincial
copper mines by the BHP and
other Australian companies, he
said.

Ines Importance

of joint ventures

TEHRAN - Qil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said
that participation in joint ven-
tures with other countries can
provide an opportunity for
Iran to make use of technical
know-how of its foreign part-
ners, the morning Persian lan-
guage daily ‘Iran’ reported
Saturday.

Speaking at the inaugural
ceremony of the third inter-
national oil, gas and pet-
rochemical exhibition,
opened here Thursday, the oil
minister called on Iranian en-
gineers and experts to con-
sider oil technology as a na-
tional wealth.

Another speaker at the
ceremony, Sepahbodi, under-
lined the significance of oail,
gas and petrochemica in-
dustries in running the wheels
of world industries.

Sepahbodi who isthe dep-
uty chairman of Export Pro-
motion Center of Iran, added

Pedestrian demonstrators
against child [abor arrive
In Tehran

TEHRAN - A group of pedestrian demonstrators
against child labor that set off from Manila, the Phi-
lippines, three months ago arrived in Tehran Sunday.

In their symbolic protest raly, the group that comprise
children and young adults from Asian countries shouted

slogans

imploring national governments to adopt sanc-

tions against hazardous child labor, facilitaite basic educa-
tion, and make it compulsory for school age children the

world over.

They arrived at the Iranian border of Mirjaveh last Fri-
day, and are to continue their long walk to Turkey this

week, IRNA reported.

The young demonstrators who have walked accross the
Philipinnes, Thailand, Singapore, India and Pakistan come

from the Philippines,

India, Honduras, Cambodia, In-

donesia, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan and

Iran.

that in addition to its huge oil
resources Iran stood second
in the world for its gas re-
serves. Thishas placed Iran in
an important situation in the
Middle East, he stated.

He said that four million
tons of petrochemical prod-
ucts exported last year
fetched Dlrs. 600 million,
congtituting 20 percent of
Iran’s non-oil exports.

The officia said that the
exibition provides a good op-
portunity for domestic and
foreign experts to become ac-

quainted with technological
achievements of one another.

Some 165 production and
industrial companies in the
field of exploration and ex-
ploitation of oil and gas, pet-
rochemical products and the
subsidiary industries from
Britain, France, Russia, Italy,
Germany, Switzerland, Aus-
tria, Canada, Sweden, Hun-
gary, Romania, the United
Arab Emirates, Greece, Ja-
pan, Monaco and Urkraine
are taking part in the four-
day exhibition.

states should follow up issues
with vigilance and increase
consultations among them-
selves to foil enemy’s con-
spiracies.

Thanks to the 8th summit
of the Organization of Islamic
Conference (OIC), which was
held in Tehran from Sep-
tember 9-11, 1997, an at-
mosphere of mutual con-
fidence has been created
among the Islamic coun-
tries and fortunatley, all Mus-
lim states now share common
views on many issues, he
said, adding that Iran hails
Oman’s position at the sum-
mit.

Al-Qatabi said that Oman
is firmly determined to broad-
enitsrelations with Iran.

He said that Oman is
ready to expand its relations
with Iran as a token of re-
spect for people’s interests.
Moreover, he said that Oman
is ready to cooperate with
Iran in preventing foreign in-
tervention in the region,
something that can be materi-
alized only by building mu-
tual confidence.

N regiondl ISSUes

Meanwhile,  Al-Qatabi
told IRNA that Nateg-Nouri’s
visit would give impetus to
the expansion of relations be-
tween Tehran and Muscat.

He said that the Iranian
Majlis speaker is the highest
ranking Iranian officia to
visit Oman since the triumph
of the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion, and this has been widely
welcomed by Omani officials,
especialy by Sultan Qaboos.

He added that the task of
maintaining security and sta-
bility in the strategic Persian
Gulf region rests with the re-
gional heads of state, and this
is something which is pos-
sible through mutual under-
standing and joint efforts to
serve the interests of regiona
nations.

He welcomed formation
of Iran-Oman parliamentary
friendship groups and said
that Omani officials welcome
any proposal which would
serve the interests of the Ira-
nian and Omani nations and
guarantee consolidation of re-
gional peace and security.

[r3n, Japan to cooperate in research
0n earthquake

TEHRAN - Thefirst expert workshop to study the recent
earthquakes in Iran and Japan would be held in Tehran May
16-18. theworkshopissponsored by thelnternational Institute
for Seismology and Earthquake Engineering as well as Ja-

pan’sKobeUniversity.

The announcement was made by an official of the inter-
national institute, Mohsen Ghafouri, who further told IRNA
that the workshop is aforum for presenting results of studies
on thetechnical, economic, social and psychological impacts
of therecent earthquakes inlranand Japan.

Theworkshop would also study the aid operations during
the quakes as well as the experiences obtained from the said

events, added Ghafouri.

Some 30 expertswould havepres-

entationsduring theworkshop, Ghafouri said, adding that the
presenations would focus on the quakesin Japan’s Kobe as
well aslran’ sArdebil, Bojnourd, Qa en and Birjand.

Ghafoori said that the workshop can be aturning point in
Iran-Japan cooperationin earthquakeresearch.

The 51-member Japan-based International Institute for
Seismology and Earthquake Engineering was founded in
1962 and aims to work on seismology and earthquake en-
gineering for the purpose of reducing earthquake damage in

theworld.

Chinese experts in Iran to udy
construiction of riclge

QESHM - An eight mem-
ber Chinese team of experts
on Sunday inspected the pro-
posed construction site of the
‘Persian Gulf’ bridge in the
Qeshmisland’s port of Loft.

The Deputy Director of
Qeshm Free Trade Zone
(FTZ) Development and Ex-
pansion Organization Nikok-
ar-sfahani said that the Chi-
nese experts are in Qeshm for
feasbility study on the
bridge, IRNA reported.

He added that it is the sec-
ond time in the past month
that this group, affiliated to

the city of Shanghai’s Mu-
nicipality, has visited the
area.

Nikokar-1sfahani said that
the bridge is 2,500 meter
long and has been designed in
a way that water pipelines,
electricty and telephone
cables pass through it.

He further said that once
constructed the Persian Gulf
bridge will connect the Cen-
tra Asian states to other
countries and will have favor-
able impact in transit of
goods in the region.

Official denies Japan'smediation in
[ran-U.S. disputes

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for

deputy minister:

Economic reform
plan to be offered to
Cabinet soon

TEHRAN - Deputy Minister of Finance and Economic Af-
fairs of Iran Abbas Arab-Mazar said here that a plan for a na-
tional economic reform would shortly be presented to the Cab-
inet for interim approval.

He told IRNA that among the various goals of the new re-
vised plan is to maintain national development, ensure stable
growth, control inflation at possible levels, and distribute in-
comesin the society on afair basis.

Another goa of the plan is to eliminate parallel decision
making centers and duplication of administrative operations in
the areaof national economy.

He said the taxation revenues of the administration is fairly
good, but that to reduce dependence on oil revenues in the com-
ing  years, taxation revenues should be sufficient enough for
current expenditures and oil revenues will have to be earmarked
for national development budget.

The Finance Ministry official said that due to the preventive
policies of the past few administrations in Iran inflation had
dropped from 44 percent in 1995 to only 17 percent in 1997. He
aso hoped that new revised regulations would encourage ex-
portsin the future.
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Asia and Pacific Mohsen Aminzadeh here Sunday disclaimed
rumours that Japan might be interceding between Iran and the
U.S. He said in ameeting in Tehran last week, specia envoy of
Japan Masahiko Komura had simply voiced the pleasure of his
government with the improving atmosphere between Tehran
and Washington, IRNA reported. The Iranian Foreign Ministry
official said that Iranian authorities had reminded the Japanese
envoy that till in many respects the U.S. administration is
sticking to its hostile policies in connection with the Islamic
Republic. He said as the result of the more recent political de-
velopments in Iran many peoples the world over had revised
their feelings about Iran. Japan’s state secretary for foreign af-
fairs who visited Tehran last week was the first ranking official
of the country to visit Tehran since Persident Khatami of Iran
took office. The Iranian Foreign Ministry official said the visit
to Tehran of the Japanese envoy was a big stride for further de-
veloping relations between Iran and Japan. He added that the
Japanese had also indicated their interest in more regular ex-
change visits between the officials of Iran and Japan.

He said Iran would welcome Japan’ s investment in ail, pet-
rochemical, power plants and transportation projects.
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