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BUILDING & SAFETY

* Inspection of EARTHQUAKE
damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate off
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercia Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance
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Bonn seeksto initiate high level
relations with Tehran

TEHRAN - Two Mideast and Far East experts of the German Foreign Min-

istry are to pay a visit to Tehran next month with an aim to review the two I N

countries’ further expansion of relations, German Foreign Ministry spokesman

Marttin Ordmann told IRNA in Bonn Monday.

Ordmann added that the German Foreign Ministry experts would visit Teh-
ran following telephone conversation between the German Minister of Foreign
Affairs Klaus Kinkel and his Iranian counterpart Kamal Kharrazi.

The German Foreign Ministry spokesman specified that Kinkel has re-
peatedly stated that Bonn is keen to initiate a new round of high level relations

with Tehran.

Kharraz:
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|ran opposes unilateral exploitation of

Iran feels no need for talks with U.S.

TEHRAN - Although the
American officials have sof-
tened their tone since Pres-
ident Khatami addressed the
American people, Iran till
sees no sincerity in the words
or change in the hostile be-
havior of the Americans, For-
eign Minister Kama Kharraz
told a press conference here
on Monday.

Kharrazi, taking to a
number of Iranian and foreign
reporters here at the Foreign
Ministry’s Institute for Polit-
ical and International Studies,
said that inauguration of a
new radio station to broad-
cast Persian language pro-
grams is a clear example of
Washington's hostile policy
and its intervention in lran's

internal  affairs, IRNA re
ported.
Since President Kha

tami’s address to the Amer-
ican nation, the public opin-
ion in the U.S. has undergone
drastic changes and  the
American people have be-
come more familiar with what
isgoingon in Iran.

On Iran’'s frozen assets in
the U.S., Kharrazi said the is-
sue related to an arms pur-
chasing project is now being
examined by the International
Court of Justice at the Hague
and it should take its natural
course.

He said, however, “com-
prehensive studies should be
launched on the amount of
the assets. In our view, those
assets are worth billions of
dollars and even more once
their interests are taken into
consideration.”

Asked whether the Amer-
icans have shown any le-
niency towards a plan to lay
pipelines for transfer of oil
and natural gas from Central
Asia via lranian territory,
Kharrazi said no leniency has
yet been observed on the part
of Americans.

Since such a project
would leave many favorable
effects on the regiona states,
America s policy isto prevent
such a proposed pipelines
passing through Iranian ter-

ritory, he said.

Questioned whether the
Japanese envoy who recently
visited Iran intended to medi-
ate between Tehran and
Washington, Kharrazi said
that the Japanese Foreign
Ministry does not play a me-
diatory role between Iran and
the U.S, and its aim in send-
ing an envoy to lran was to
expand Tehran-Tokyo re-
lations.

On former U.S. assistant
secretary of state Richard
Murphy’s recent statements
on the need for dialog be-
tween Iran and the U.S,
Kharrazi said it is not the first
time for the American of-
ficials to make such state-
ments, formaly or in-
formally. This indicates
Washington's need for talks
with Iran, he added.

However, he added, Iran
does not need such nego-
tations.

Washintong's hostile pol-
icies against Iran continue un-
abated, said Kharrazi, adding
that under such an at-
mosphere there would re-
main no room for talks.

Asked whether Pakistani
specia envoy on Afghan af-
fairs Iftikhar Murshid carried
any message from American
envoy on Afghanistan Rich-
ardson for Iranian officials,
Kharrazi said that Murshid
carried a message from Pak-
istani Prime Minister Navaz
Sharif on recent develop-
ments in Afghanistan, and not
from the American envoy.

In response to a question
as whether the Syrian delega
tion which left Iran on Sun-
day, had offered any initiative
or carried any message from
the Egyptians for Iranian of-
ficials, Kharrazi said there
was no initiative but “what
our Syrian friends told us was
the eargerness of the Egyp-
tians to promote relations
with Iran.”

Iran looks at the Egyptian
nation as a nation rich in cul-
ture and at Egypt as a country
with important influence on
regional policies, Kharrazi

said. Therefore, lran and
Egypt as two main pivots of
the region can play an im-
portant role through mutual
cooperation.

On relations between Iran
and Germany, Kharrazi said
that Tehran- Bonn relations
have had ups and downs and
since the return of the Eu-
ropean ambassadors to Teh-
ran mutual relations have be-
come more calm than before.
However, he said, no funda-
mental steps have yet been
taken for improvement of bi-
lateral relations.

The foreign minister dis-
closed that German officials
would soon visit Tehran, a
visit which could play a de-
termining role in bilateral re-
lations.

As for a contract signed
recently by Turkmenistan and
the U.S. on agas pipeline pro-
ject, Kharrazi said that Ire-
nian officials had no knowl-
edge abot the details of the
deal. Iran would soon demand
explanations from Turkmeni-
stan about the deal, he said.

On Afghan peace talks in
Islamabad and Iran's pres-
ence in the taks, Kharrazi
said that Iran would attend
the negoiations as an observer
within the framework of the
6+2 group.

Recent developments in
Afghanistan are the result of
efforts made by the members
of the 6+2 group and the U.N.
secretary genera’s  envoy
Lakhdar Brahimi, said Khar-
razi, adding that this was not
something that could be done
by the U.S. Alone.

On the inter-Tajik peace
talks and recent clashes in the
Republic of Tajikistan, Khar-

Labor minister:

razi said that Iran is con-
cerned about any problem
that may endanger peace in
Tajikistan because such peace
represented an outstanding
example of regiona coop-
eration. All regiona states, in-
cluding Iran and Russia,
should make efforts to make
such peace durable, he added.

On aBritish national’s ar-
rest by Iran on espionage
charges in Iran, Kharrazi said
that the arrest of the British
national was a matter of the
past. He was arrested in
Kurdestan  while filming
some prohibited areas. He
was later released and at
present he is not in the coun-
try.

Britain’s Prime International to
Invest in Qeshm auminium plant

TEHRAN - The British Prime Internationa is set to invest in the 33,000-
ton aluminium plant in Iran’s Persian Gulf island of Qeshm.

The announcement was made by the Managing Director of Qeshm Alimin-
ium Plant, Abbas Bayat, to a group of reporters visiting the plant, IRNA re-

Some Iranians residing in Britain are among the shareholders of the British
Bayati stated that DIrs. 50 milllion would be invested in the plant whose

products are earmarked for exports. RIs. 10 billion has aready been invested in
the construction of the plant during the past two years, he added.

Caspian Sea resources

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi here
Monday called for finding so-
lutions to the problems facing
the Caspian Sea littoral states
including the legal regime of
the sea and issues related to
protection of its environment.

Addressing the opening
session of the sixth seminar
on Central Asia and the Cau-
casus, he said that the Islamic
Republic of Iran opposes uni-
lateral use and exploitation of
the sea’s resources, IRNA re-
ported.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran believes that security of
the littoral states depends on
cooperation of all regiona
countries.

He said that the proper ex-

ploitation of the seas re
sources  requires a legal
framework as well as con-
sultation and trust among the
littoral states.

Kharrazi said that Iran in
the light of its immense po-
tentials is ready to cooperate
with other littoral states in
construction of refineries, ter-
minals and laying oil and gas
pipelines.

Iran’s regiona policy is
based on cooperation with
Central Asian countries and
the Caucasia, he reiterated.

He said that Iran by mak-
ing use of its great potentials
and its specific geographic
privileges has not only in-
creased its trade with regional
countries but has put its

Kuwaiti emir:

ties.

Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Jaber
mutual interest, in Kuwait city Monday.

As-Sabah said that exchange of visits between Iranian and Kuwaiti officials would be
highly helpful and that his country is firm in all-out expansion of cooperation with Iran,
IRNA reported from Kuwait.

Hailing successful holding of the 8th summit of the Organization of Islamic Conference
(OIC) in Tehran from December 9-11, 1997, As-Sabah hoped to visit Iran once again.

He said that his country strives for removing any obstacle to the broadening of bilateral

Kuwait firm in expansion
of tieswith lran

TEHRAN - The visiting Iranian Majlis Speaker Ali-Akbar Nateg-Nouri conferred with
al-Ahmad as-Sabah on bilateral relations and other issues of

Nateg-Nouri expressed satisfaction with growing relations between Tehran and Kuwait
and underlined the need for expansion of relations among regional states.

He expressed hope that relations between Tehran and Kuwait would further expand.

Underlining the importance of increasing cooperation among regional states, the Iranian
Parliament speaker said that Muslim states should get united and coordinate their action in
the face of Israeli bullying policies and its defiance of the U.N. Security Council resolutions.

Iran ready to launch campaign against
child labor

TEHRAN - Labor Min-
ister Hussein Kamali said here
Sunday evening that the Is-

OPEC countries advised to
diversify economies

TEHRAN - For OPEC to
escape from its present bind,
its members need to diversify
their economies and devise a
long-term strategy on oil pric-
es, says former Saudi Arabian
oil minister Zaki Yamani.

In a key note address on
‘OPEC in crisis: the Asian di-
mension,” he told an inter-

national oil conference in
London Monday that the 12-
nation group has lacked a
long-term strategy based on a
clear vision of where it is
heading for many vyears,
IRNA reported from London.

The chairman of the Lon-
don-based Center for Global
Energies Studies exampled

were exported.

Mineral, metal exports boost
hard currency revenues

TEHRAN - Export of minerals and metal products,
worth DIrs. 374.6 million, by units affiliated to the Mines
and Metas Ministry, last year (ended March 20, 1998)
showed increases of 32 and 50 percent in terms of weight
and value respectively compared to the previous year.

Over 893,000 tons of metal products, valued at Dirs.
290.3 million, were exported last year, showing a rise of
58.6 and 69.3 percent in terms of weight and value re-
spectively, compared to ayear before.

Moreover, 983,800 tons of mineral products, worth DIrs.
84.2 million, were exported last year, indicating a rise of
14.4 percent and 4.8 percent in terms of weight and value
respectively compared to the preceding year.

Steel with 835,800 tons worth DIrs. 199.9 million had
the lion’s share in metal exports last year, registering in-
crease of 65 percent and 85 percent in weight and value re-
spectively over the previous year.

Concentrated zinc with 149,800 tons worth Dlrs. 20.5
million ranked second in the said list.

Ferromolybdenum fell at the bottom of the list for hav-
ing the lowest share in the list of the metal product exports.

Last year, 59,000 tons of ferromolybdenum, worth Dlrs.
329,000, and 1,697 tons of kaolin, valued at DlIrs. 30,000,

Meanwhile, export of 27.6,000 tons of turquoise and oth-
er precious stones, worth Dlrs. 295,000, last year showed in-
creases of 513.3 percent and 438.8 percent in terms of
weight and value respectively over the preceding year.

Swedish psyc

the “seemingly indifference”
of OPEC to the damaging re-
percussion of earlier price
spikes on oil demand that al-
lowed the growth in non-

OPEC supplies.
OPEC, he said, had been
prone to other mis

caculations, including its
failure to pay adequate atten-
tion to technological de-
velopments that  revolu-
tionized the discovery,
development and extraction
of ail. with oil prices
around 14 dollars per barrel
(dpb) and OPEC basket
rates likely to figure around
13 dpb for the next five
years or so, his advice was
that any attempt to ratchet
up prices would be “mis
guided.” Not only would it
encourage oil companies to
explore for and develop
more non-OPEC oil that
would rebound later on
OPEC, but would slow
growth in Asia and Latin
America, Yamani said.

His argument was for a
long-term strategy to sta
bilize price a levels that
would “encourage oil use
and at the same time dis-
courage oil production else-
where.”

In the meantime, the for-
mer oil minister believed
OPEC members should di-
versify their economies as
much as possible away from
their over-dependence on ail
revenue in order for them to
better withstand bouts of
weak prices.

lamic Republic of Iran will
oppose  child labor at the
next session of International
Labor Organization (ILO), to
be held in June.

He made the remark in a
meeting with some 34 Asian
participants in a global march
against child labor who ar-
rived in Tehran Sunday,
IRNA reported. Stating that
child labor is directly linked
to economic conditions, Ka-
mali said that there can be no
common solution to the child

labor in the world.

He added that economic
conditions in certain countries
are as such that in some cases
survival of a family depends
on the labor of the children.

In order to prevent child
labor, social security or-
ganizations in poor countries
must be supported and de-
veloped, he noted.

According to Iran’s labor
law, employment of children
under 15 is prohibited, he
said adding, those in the 15-

18 age category can receive
work permit under specific
conditions. Kamali voiced
Iran’s readiness to cooperate
with other countries in cam-
paign against child labor.

The marchers against
child labor started their jour-
ney from the Philippines’ cap-
ital of Manila in January and
have so far passed through
Thailand, Singapore, Cam-
bodia, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Nepal, Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan.

South Asian countries
willing to finance
aluminium project

TEHRAN - The director
for project and expansion of
Al-Mahdi Aluminium Com-
plex, Abass Samandarian
said Sunday that Japan and
South Korea have expressed
willingness to help complete
the first phase of the com-
plex, 18 km west of Bandar
Abbas in southern Iran.

He told reporters that
there has been positive dis-
cussions with the Japanese
and at the same time South
Koreans have also said that
they are interested in fi-
nancing the project, IRNA
reported.

Samandarian said that
completion of the first phase
of the project is estimated to
take 18 month.

The export earnings
from the production of the
first phase will provide the
funds for completion of its
second phase.

He further said that the
complex’s production is de-
signed to reach the estimat-
ed capacity of 220,000 tons

nologist returns

to Iran in search of parents

TEHRAN - The daly
‘Iran’ in its Monday edition
reported that a Swedish psy-
chologist of Iranian origin,
identified only by her first
name ‘ Christine’ has returned
to Iran to find her read par-
ents.

Christine, who was
abandoned 41 years ago in a
Tehran street, wasfound by a
municipality worker  and
handed over to an orphanage
in Tehran.

She was adopted by a
Russian man and his Polish

wifewho later immigrated to
Sweden along with their new-
ly adopted child.

Christine, who attended
primary school in Sweden,
only found her true identity
when she was sixteen and
since then she has been
searching for her real family.

Shetraveled to the U.S. to
continue her higher education
in the field of psychology.
During her stay in the U.S,,
she heard the news of the
death of her step father in
1980. Her Polish step mother

died three years later without
managing to find the where-
about of Christine's real par-
entsin Iran.

Despite knowing little
about her motherland and in-
ability to speak Persian, she
was still eager to cometo Iran
in search of her family.

She accidentally met with
an Iranian family residing in
the U.S. Who recommended
her to refer to the daily Iran's
specia column devoted to
finding missing members of
families.

Since the daily published
a picture of Christine at the
age of eight and carried her
wonderful story, seven fam-
ilies have clamed that she
might be their missing daugh-
ter.

Upon her arrival at Teh-
ran's Mehrabad Airport Sun-
day night, Christine was tak-
en by emotions when she saw
seven families waiting for
her. She preferred to go to a
hotel in a bid to avoid hurting
the sentiments of those fam-
ilies.

of auminium ingots annual-
ly, in two phases of
(110,000 tons each). The ca
pacity could be expanded to
330,000 tons annually in fu-
ture, he added.

In the alumium industry
production of a ton of mol-
ten auminum  of inter-
national standards, requires
Dlrs. 5,800-7,200 of capital
investment, said Samandar-
ian. He however added that
the cost will be reduced to
Dirs. 4,800 by employing
domestic experts and using
local resources.

The director for Al-
Mahdi Aliminum Complex
for projects and develop-
ment said that currently the
complex is operating at 10
percent of capacity of its
first phase, but the pro-
duction volume is on the
rise.

He added that the imple-
mentation of the first phase
has aready cost Dirs. 110
million and Rls. 50-60 bhil-
lion. Another Dlrs. 538 mil-
lion more is required to
compl ete the phase.

Elaborating further, he
added that 35 percent of the
initial  capital for the first
phase has been invested.

Taking into account the
wide fluctuations of the alu-
minum prices at the London
Meta Exchange, the ex-
pected recovery of initial
investment is estimated to
be eight years, he added.

The work on the con-
struction of Al-Mahdi Alu-
mium Complex begun in
the Iranian year 1371, which
was to become operational
in three years time. How-
ever, financial problems de-

layed completion of the pro-
ject.

Currently, the Arak Alu-
minum Factory with a capac-
ity of 110,000 tons is the
main aluminium producing
plant. Iran’s requirements for
this metal is 110,000-300,000
tons annually.

know-how in oil and gas in-
dustry at the disposa of the
littoral states. In addition to
this, Kharrazi added, Tehran
has assisted the Central Asian
countries at time of crisis and
defused regional tension.

Iran provides the most ec-
onomical and cheapest route
for the land-locked centra
asian republics to reach the
outside world,

Kharrazi added.

He further praised key
role played by the Economic
Cooperation Organization
(ECO) in promotion of re-

gional technical and economic
cooperation.

Kharrazi expressed the
hope that the experts at-
tending the seminar will open
a new chapter in establish-
ment of lasting peace, de-
velopment and security in the
entire Central Asia and the
Caucasus.

Experts and researchers
from 19 countries including
Central Asian republics, the
Caucasus, France, Italy, Brit-
ain, Pakistan and the U.S. are
attending the two-day semi-
nar.

Iran after finding
away to end war
In Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Afghan Inter-
ior Minister Mohageq and
Foreign  Minister ~ Kamal
Kharrazi in a meeting here on
Monday exchanged views on
latest developments in Af-
ghanistan and peace talks to
be held in Isamabad.
Mohageq, referring to Iran's
efforts to restore peace and
tranquility in Afghanistan,
hailed as important Tehran's
rolein any peace efforts in
Afghanistan, IRNA reported.

He thanked Iran for its as-
sistance to the Afghan nation
on various occasions and
caled for continuation of
such humanitarian move by
Iran.

Stressing that cessation of
hostilities and restoration of

cam in Afghanistan would
make reconstruction and de-
velopment of Afghanistan
possible, Mohageq called for
unity and solidarity among
various Afghan factions.

Kharrazi said for his part
that unfortunately, war in Af-
ghanistan has deprived that
country of any chance for de-
velopment.

He said that Iran has a-
ways been after finding away
to return stability and tran-
quility to Afghanistan.

He emphasized that unity
among  various  Afghan
groups would prepare the
ground for realization of dur-
able peace and that Iran
would continue its efforts to

end conflicts in Afghanistan.

West should
review its policy
toward Iran

TEHRAN - Research dep-
uty of the Foreign Ministry’s
Ingtitute for Political and In-
ternational Studies  Mo-
hammad-Reza Dabiri  said
here Monday that the Islamic
Republic of Iran has proved
even to pessimists that the Ira-
nian policy is bound to bring
peace and stability to the
region Speaking at a gathering
of the Central Asian and Cau-
casus states here, he added
that the Western world which
has always tried to draw a pes-
simistic picture of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, at times ad-
mitted to existing redlities.

Dabiri then specified the
strategic and geopalitic sig-
nificance and the vital oil re-
serves of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. He then said that Iran
had a bearing influence in the
Persian Gulf and Caspian Sea
oil regions.

Considering the important
role of Iran in the two oil re-
gions, expected to be the ma-
jor suppliers of fuel in the
twenty first century, the

three elements force the
Western policy makers to re-
view their policies towards
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Some of the issues dis-
cussed during the symposium
were effects of the regiona
conflicts on the world pol-
icies, peace and devel opment
in Central Asia and Caucasus,
ways to resolve Afghan and
Karabakh conflicts and dis-
putes, and the Caspian Sea
gas, oil and economy.

The international gath-
ering of the Central Asian and
Caucasus states was held
here Monday at the Foreign
Ministry’s Ingtitute for Polit-
ica and International Studies
under atitle of therole of the
regional powers in resolving
conflicts and economic de-
velopment, participated by
eighteen countries.

Experts from Iran, Turk-
manistan, Tajikistan, Azer-
baijan, Armenia, Kyrgyzstan,
India, Russia, Turkey, Britain
and the United States at-
tended the symposium.

Poland welcomes expansion
of Tehran-Warsaw
cooperation

TEHRAN - In ameeting
with lran’s Ambassador to
Warsaw, Mohammad Ta
heri, the Polish Treasury
Minister Emil Wasac said
here Monday that his coun-
try welcomed the trend of
cooperation growth in the
aircraft industry and tractor
manufacturing sector.

The Polish minister stat-
ed his country would soon
initiate privatization in the
oil industry and Gdansk and
Puitusk oil refineries
through international tend-
ers, IRNA reported from
Bonn.

Wasac stated that in-
efficiency in the public sec-
tor has led the government
to decide on privatizing the
industries.  Foreign  in-
vestments would be given
preference due to their in-
vesting capabilities and
technological know-how to
boost up oil production.

The minister expressed
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hope that he would be able
to pay an officia visit to
Tehran to exchange views
on the process of privatize-
tion.

He said that each coun-
try needed to adopt its own
economic pattern to suit its
community and circum-
stances. However exchange
of information could help
open up new venues in the
economic sector.

The Iranian ambassador,
Taheri stated that his coun-
try was interested in ex-

panding cooperation in the
the joint projects in the area
of aircraft industry, ag-
riculture and heavy tractor
manufacture.

Taheri further said that
Tehran was currently stud-
ying the possibility of put-
ting investment in the re-
fineries and that by the time
the seventh session of Poland-
Iran economic joint commis-
sion to be held in Tehran in
the current year, Iran will
have quite a few proposals
on hand.
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