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| eader receives a
group of youths

TEHRAN- The Leader of the Islamic Revolution
menei here Monday evening received a group of youths on the occasion of the

‘youth day’, as part of the week-long ‘youth week’ ceremonies.

During the meeting, held in an amicable and warm atmosphere, the Leader

responded to numerous questions raised by the visiting youths.

Those who called on the Leader included school and university students,
theologians of seminaries, artists, winners of medals

and athletes.

TEHRAN - Tehran is to
host three important sessions
of the Organization of Islamic
Conference (OIC) in May
and June, said Deputy For-
eign Minister for Legal and

International Affairs Mo-
hammad-Javad Zarif here on
Tuesday.

Zarif said in an exclusive
interview with IRNA that the
sessions of the committee on
coordination of Islamic prop-
agation activities worldwide
would be held in Tehran from
May 23-25, of the committee
to strengthen dialog, coop-
eration and confidence among
Muslim countries from May

27-30 and on economic coop-
eration to prepare the Islamic
umma to enter the 21st cen-
tury would be held in the first
half of June.

He said the committee on
coordination of Islamic prop-
agation activities is to meet
to dea with genera Islamic
propagation policies in the
world. He added that co-
ordination among Islamic
propagation organizations in
cenveying the Idamic mes
sages and in drawing a cor-
rect picture of Islam would be
of great significance.

On the session of the
committee on strengthening

President underlines
women’srolein lranian
socliety

TEHRAN - President Mo-
hammad Khatami here Tues-
day in a meeting with a group
of visiting women underlined
the importance of women’'s
role in the progressive society
of Iran. He said that women’'s
insight and endeavor could re-
solve many problems in the
country, IRNA reported.

He added that the Iranian
society must create a socia
and cultura  environment
ideal for helping Iranian
women to become the best
possible mothers consistent
with national and religious
culture in the country.

He said women without
employment outside of the
home are not in any respect
socialy or culturally inferior
to those with an employment
outside of the home. He add-
ed the society must be such as

to make it possible for al
women to play their unique
cultural role whether or not
they have a job outside of the
home.

President Khatami who
was addressing a group of
women at the end of a confer-
ence on women's social and
cultural planning said in the
Iranian society men still have
beneift of better opportunities
for education which flaw, he
said, must be overcome es
pecialy in dealing with rura
women.

President Khatami also
rejected the idea of the female
being only supplementary to
the male in the human so-
cieities, and said men and
women are equal components
of the universal human so-
ciety created for a balanced
and progressive society.

Austrian deputy minister:

Austriawill try
to accomodate [ran’ s views
infuture EU policies

TEHRAN - Austrian Deputy Economic Minister Josef
Mayer met the deputy head of the Iran's Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries and Mines Assadollah Asgarowladi Tuesday
and said, “Austria will try to accomodate Iran’s views in future

policies of European Union.”

Mayer further said that Austria can expand cooperation with
Iran in transportation and road building, IRNA reported.

In addition, he added, telecommunications, agriculture, fo-
restry, exchange of technical know-how and tourism are also
areas in which bilateral ties could be strengthened.

Referring to the trade volume, Mayer said that Iran’s exports
to Austriaincreased by 50 percent in 1996 but, in the same pe-
riod Austria’'s exports to lran declined by about the same
amount. It is desirable that bilateral trade is balanced, he added.

Asgarowladi further said that Iran’s private sector is willing
to expand trade with Austria and exchange of expert teams can
resolve many of the outstanding issues.

He reiterated that an Austrian delegation will arrive shortly
in Tehran with the aim of expanding economic ties.

Asgarowladi said that the two countries' chambers of com-
merce are effective bodies to help push the volume of bilateral
trade to one billion dollars annually.

Habibi:

Iran, Turkey must use potentials
o Upgradeties

TEHRAN- First Vice-
President Hassan Habibi said
that great potentias in Iran
and Turkey should be chan-
nelled towards promotion of
bilateral relations.

He made the remark in a
meeting with new Turkish
Ambassador to Tehran Sencer
Ozsoy, IRNA reported.

Referring to exchange of
visits between senior officials
of the two countries in the
past few years, Habib said
they haveproved  useful in
expansion of bilateral and re-
giona cooperation.

On Tehran-Ankara trade
relations, he said that the vol-
ume of bilateral trade should
be increased.

The Iranian vice-president
further underlined the need
for closer cooperation of the
regional countries withing the
Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO).

Cdling for activating
Tehran-Ankara joint econom-
ic commission, he expressed
the hope that presence of new
Turkish ambassador in Iran
will be a turning point in bi-
lateral relations.

Expressing  satisfaction
over the present level of Iran-
Turkey cooperation, Ozsoy
said that Ankara is de
termined to expand its re-
lations with the Islamic Re-

public of Iran.

Chromite export earns
country hard currency

TEHRAN - Some 250-280 thousand tons of chromite ore
have been extracted from Faryab mines this year, of which four
to eight percent are used domestically and the rest exported.

Export of chromite ore earned the country more than Dlrs.
9.3 million, deputy head of Faryab mineral complex Khosrow

Rashidi told reporters.

Rashidi said that a total of 119,000 tons of chromite ore
were extracted from the complex last year.

He said that 300,000 tons of chromite ore were extracted
from the complex annually between 1994 and 1995, while the
figure considerably decreased during the 1995-1996 period.

He estimated the chromite ore deposit in the region at 12.5
million tons and said the figure is likely to stand at 100 million

tons at Faryab region.

Meanwhile, deputy head of the ferro-alloy production center
Mohammad-Hossein Farjadi said that more than 11.7,000 tons
of ferrochrome were extracted from Faryab mine last year.
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Major developmentsin world
of Islam to be reviewed In
OIC Tehran sessions

dialog, cooperation and con-
fidence among Muslim states,
Zarif said that participantsin
the session, the first of its
kind, are expected to work
out necessary initiatives that
would guarantee member
states  adherence to such
principles as respect for sov-
ereignty and territoria in-
tegrity of other countries, not
using force, non- intervention
in the internal affairs of other
countries, no change in the
internationally  recognized
borders and settlement of dis-
putes through negotiations.

He expressed hope that
the session would be success-
ful in bringing about im-
portant developments in the
world of Islam by preparing
the ground for building up
confidence.

Australian MPs:

American firm:

U.S. has no choic

ister of Iran Qorbanali
velopments in Afghanistan.

The visiting Afghan official appreciated the efforts of Iran for returning
peace to his country and said that the United Islamic Front in Afghanistan was
ready to end bloodshed in that country immediately.

United Islamic Front ready
to end war in Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Leader of the National Islamic Movement of
ghanistan General Abdolrashid Dustom in his meeting with Information Min-
Dorri-Ngjafabadi here Tuesday reviewed current de-

northern Af-

e m%aspian Sea on brink of

butto end Iranian  environmental disaster
sanctions

TEHRAN- The U.S. administration has no choice but to
end its sanctions against the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The statement was made on Tuesday by director of the Pe-
troleum Finance Company of the U.S., Ms. Julia Nanay, who is
in Tehran to participate in a conference on Central Asia and the

Caucasus, IRNA reported.

The U.S. administration should discover the message by
President Khatami of Iran and abandon its past policies, Ms.
Nanay said, adding that by banning investments in Iran, the
d”Amato law has caused major discontent amongst American

firms.

President Khatami’s message has created hope amongst
American firms over future cooperation with Iran. Despite the
fact that grounds are not yet ready for these cooperation, the
firms are confident that the U.S. administration would sooner or
later abandon its unreasonable policies, Nanay added.

The sixth conference on the Central Asia and the Caucasus
opened on Monday in the Institute for Political and Inter-
national Studies of the Foreign Ministry.

The conference, attended by experts from 19 countries,
wrapped up work Tuesday afternoon.

Canberradesires
to expand ties with Tehran

TEHRAN - Two Aus
tralian Members of Parlia-
ment in a meeting with Vice-
Speaker of Majlis Hassan Ro-
whani here on Tuesday said
that Australia is interested in
further promotion of its re-
lations with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

Nick Bolkus and Lour-
ence Brereton told Rowhani
that officials of the two coun-
tries should direct their efforts
to further broaden Iran-
Australia relations, IRNA re-
ported. They said that com-
mercial  relations between
Tehran and Canberra can in-
fluence regional markets, con-
sidering the important role
Iran playsin the region.

Majlis speaker:

They expressed hope that
Iran and Australia would fur-
ther expand their cultural and
parliamentary relations in or-
der to get further acquainted
with each other.

Calling present level of
relations between Tehran and
Canberra as “desirable’, Ro-
whani said for his part that
Iran and Australiahad a good
background of diplomatic re-
lations and there are ample
grounds for expansion of mu-
tual relations.

Rowhani said that Iran
and Australia can have agood
market in the region through
launching joint ventures.

Closer contacts between
Iranian and Australian Mem-

bers of Parliament can pre-
pare the ground for expansion
of bilateral relations and for
attainment of mutua under-
standing, he said.

On the dituation in the
Middle East and the so-called
peace process in the region,
Rowhani said that one-sided
interventions by certain pow-
ers in the Middle East peace
talks has not helped with the
settlement of crisis but on the
contrary has complicated the
issue.

The adoption of double-
standard and biased policies
by the U.S. at international
level has only heightened the
crisis in the region, Rowhani
said.

Iranian, Kuwaltl legidatures should
promote cooperation, Investment

TEHRAN- Speaker of the
Islamic Consultative As
sembly of Iran (Majlis) Ali-
Akbar Nateq Nouri here
Tuesday told a group of vis-
iting Kuwaiti businessmen
that legidative assemblies of
Iran and Kuwait would do

Azerbaijan
Seeks
educationa

cooperation
with [ran

TEHRAN - The Azeri
Minister of Education Mai-
sir Mardanov in a meeting
with Iran’s Ambassador to

Baku Alireza Bigdeli
caled for expansion of bi-
lateral relations.

Voicing Baku's will-
ingness to cooperate with
Tehran in  educational
fields, Mardanov said that
his country is ready to help
set up Iranian schools in
Azeri cities.

The Iranian am-
bassador  stressed  that
agreements have been
inked  between the two

countries to expand Teh-
ran-Baku scientific and

educational cooperation.

well to adopt measures for
promoting trade between the
two countries.The Kuwaiti
entrepreneurs and bakers told
the spesker of the Majlis of
Iran that they are ready to
make investments in Iran and
buy Iranian products, IRNA

reported from Kuwait.

They also briefed Nateg-
Nouri on current impediments
to Iran-Kuwait trade and re-
quested him to eliminate them
by proper legisation at the

Maijlis.

TEHRAN- The Caspian
Sea is on the brink of an
environmentsal disaster, a
situation which can be great-
ly exacerbated by transport
of oil and gas through pi-
plines on the bed of the
closed sea

The statement was made
on Tuesday by the senior ex-
pert of Iran’s Environmental
Protection Organization
(EPO), Afshin Danehkar, at
the conference on Centra
Asia and the Caucasus,
IRNA reported.

Referring to the diversity
of plant and animal species
inthe Caspian Sea, the EPO
expert said that the caviar
obtained from the sea last
year stood at 700 tons, a de-
cline of over 70 percent com-
pared to the figure a dacade

ago.

Danehkar attributed the
decline to unchecked ex-
ploitation of the sea re-
sources as well as the flow of
various pollutions to the
sea.

Pointing out that the val-
ue of each kg of caviar
matches that of 100 barrels
of oil combined, Danehkar
said that inattention to the
marine life in the Caspian
Sea and destruction of these
renewable resourcesisama
jor detriment to the littora
states’ sustainable develop-
ment.

According to the expert,
development of urban, in-
dustrial and agricultural cen-
ters near the Caspian coast,
excessive fishing, tapping
the under-water oil and gas
resources and sea trans
portation have given rise to
pollutions of major pro-
portions in the Caspian Sea.

Transportation of gas
and ail through piplines at
the sea bed will create new
concerns, the EPO expert
stressed.

Elaborating on the issue,
the expert referred to pos-
sible leakage of oil caused
by corrosion of pipelines or
their rupture due to under-
water quakes. Such events
can be disasterous as far as
the fragile ecosystem of the
Caspian Seais concerned, he
added.

“Environment cannot be
confined to political boun-
daries,” Danehkar said, add-
ing that the preservation of
the Caspian environment re-
quires a coordinated ap-
proach in exploitation of its
resources and in controlling
its sources of pollution.

Another speaker at the con-
ference, Iran's Deputy Oil
Minister Majedi elaborated
on Iranian stance on the
transportation of oil and gas
from the Caspian Sea littoral
states.

The transportation of the
oil and gas through the Ira-
nian territory is the most vi-
able and economic approach,
Majedi said.

Touching on Iran’s many
capabilities in this regard,
Majedi said that the Islamic
Republic is capable of trans-
ferring 1.6 million barrels of
the Caspian Sea oil daily at
the end of athree stage plan.

At the beginning, Iran
can fecilitate the transfer
through a swap deal which
envisions receiving oil from
its northern neighbors and
delivering an equal amount
at its southern Persian Gulf
coast, Majedi explained.

Also during the first
stage to be completed by the
year 2000, a new pipline
would be constructed from
Iran’s Caspian coast city of
Nekato Tehran with a capac-
ity to transport 400,000 bar-
rels of ail daily. Tender
documents for the project
would be published in 40
days, he added.

The later phases of the
project would include con-
struction of piplines for di-
rect transportation of north-

ern oil to the terminals at the
Perisan Gulf.

The deputy oil minister
also touched on oil swap
contracts already signed by

Iran and Turkmenistan as well
as some international com-
panies aso active in Turk-
men oil projects.

The sixth conference on
Central Asia and the Caucasia
that was attended by a group
of scholars from 18 countries
including  Iran, Britain,
France, U.S. and others con-
cluded here Tuesday after-
noon.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
official Gholamali Khoshrou
said at the meeting that the
Foreign Ministry of Iran in-
tends to transform its Central
Asian Studies Center into a
progressive center regionally
and intrnationally.

Professor of Boston Uni-
versity Clemence said that
Iran-U.S. cooperation can
substantially reduce tension in
the Caspian Sea region.

Commenting on the
present political climate be-
tween Iran and the  United
States, he said U.S. policies
towards Iran are not wholly
determined at the White
House, and commented that
his government is currently
facing problems for re-
sponsive gestures to mend re-
lations with Iran.

Iranian Professor  Jdlil
Rowshandel said that if a le-
ga regime for the Caspian
Sea is not determined the re-
gion would face threat of
war. Rowshandel said as long
as a legal regime for the Cas-
pian Sea has not been adopt-
editisvery likely that foreign
countries would try to pit the
littoral states of the Caspian
Sea against each other.

Special regulations
devised to encourage
non-oil exports

SEMNAN- The Director
General of the Export Pro-
motion Department of the
Ministry of Industries Ahmad
Qassemi announced Monday
that to further promote in-
dustrial exports, DlIrs. 100
million in foreign exchange
has been allotted to encour-
age industrial units.

He told IRNA that in re-
turn for export of man-
ufactured goods by the in-
dustrial units, a percentage of
the credit would be put at the
disposal of those units.

This year (started March,
21), he added, due to special
regulations devised for ex-
ports, the value of industrial

exports is expected to reach
about DIrs. two billion.

Qassemi added that the
government’s plans to fa
cilitate exports and reduce un-
necessary bureuacracy, will
be announced in the near fu-
ture.

Last year, he said, out of
Dirs. three billion worth of
non-oil revenues, one-third
were industrial exports in 60
different industrial  cat-
egories.

He concluded by saying
that, under the Iranian law,
the banking system is re-
quired to extend 7.5 percent
of their allowed credit to the
export sector.

Anti-child labor marchers
sympathize with quake survivors

TEHRAN - The Asian
participants in the global
march against child labor
Monday evening arrived in
the northwestern city of Neer
where they expressed sym-
pathy with the children who
survived the last year killer
quakeinthe area.

A quake with amagnitude
of 5.5 degrees on the Richter
scale hit the northwestern

Ardebil Province on February
28, 1997, killing nearly 1,000
people and injuring couple of
thousands, IRNA reported.
Praising the initiative of
the marchers in protecting
rights of children throughout
the world, the Neer Governor
Reza Adqgaei, expressed the
hope that remedies will be
found for the problems of
children throughout the globe.

Before arriving in Arde-
bil Province, the marchers
passed through Rasht, cap-
ital of Gilan Province, Mon-

day. The marchers, who
started their journey from the
Philippines  capital of Ma-
nila in January, were given a
warm welcome by provincial
officials and the children.
The group comprising
over 100 children and young

IRNA, Reuter Foundation sign
agreement for educational

cooperation

TEHRAN- The News
College of the Idamic Re-
public News Agency
(IRNA) and Reuter Founda-
tion signed a memorandum of
understanding here on Tues-

lran among 10 major
polio vaccine
producing countries

TEHRAN- Iran is among world’s 10 major polio vaccine
producing countries, said head of Razi Vaccine and Serum Re-
search Insitute Mohammadi here on Tuesday.

Mohammadi told IRNA that all vaccines required for vac-
cination of children under five against polio over the past three
years had been all produced at hisinstitute by Iranian experts.

He said that World Health Organization (WHO) has called
on the vaccine producing countries, including Iran, to cooperate
with it in providing other countries with polio vaccines to up-

root the disease.

Voicing his insitute's readiness to have any kind of coop-
eration with WHO, Mohammadi said that two drops of polio
vaccines are valued at nine cents at the world markets.

He also said that presently more than 150 Iranian experts

are working

in Razi institute.

day for having educational
cooperation.

Under the agreement,
signed by director of the col-
lege  Mohammad  Khod-
abakhshi and the visiting Di-
rector of the Reuter
Foundation Stephen Somer-
ville, the Iranian college and
the foundation are to launch
short-term  editorial training
courses for Iranian journalists
in London and Tehran.

Such  courses, which
would usually last one week,
are to focus mainly on inter-
national and economic news
writing with prime  im-
portance given to energy, oil,
environmental questions, and
international law. Instruction
in the practice of photo-
journalism will be included
in the programme. Both
sides also agreed on launch-
ing tailor-made courses de-

signed to meet the needs of
Iranian journalists. The con-
tentswill be  conveyed to
the foundation in advance.

Such courses will in-
clude business, marketing
and news management op-
eration.

The importance of pro-
viding training on modern
media such as Internet and
multi-mediainformation sys-
tems and the technology in-
volved was emphasized.

It was agreed that cours-
es in these areas would be
designed.

Furthermore, the founda-
tion and the college agreed
on exchange of experience
in terms of modern teaching
methods, exchange of teach-
ing materials and resources
as well as exchange of ex-
perts to address seminars
and workshops.
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adults from some Asian
countries, along with loca
children, in their slogans
called for ban on child la-
bor and narcotic drugs and
deplored wars and con-

flicts. The marchers have
so far passed through Thai-
land, Singapore, Cambodia,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Nepal,
Bangladesh, India and Paki-
Stan

They arrived in Iran
through Mirjaveh border

point on Friday.

The Latin American leg of
the global march started on
February 25 in Brazil and the
African march began on
March 21. In Europe the
march is due to start on May
1

All four groups of march-
ers will converge in Geneva
in the first week of June
when the International Labor
Organization (ILO) is to meet
to draft a new convention
against child labor.

Guineacallsfor
expansion of
Tehran-Conakry ties

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Guinea Mohamad Taher
Rabbani and Guinean Minister of Foreign Affairs Lamin Ca
mara Tuesday in Conakry reviewed promotion of bilateral re-

|ations.

Both sides expressed satisfaction with the upward trend of
Tehran-Conakry relations and cooperation between the two
countries at international organizations, IRNA reported.

Calling for further expansion of Iran-Guinea relations, Ca-
mara said that inauguration of Guinean embassy in Tehran has
enabled the country’s officials to become familiar with political,
social and econimic facts of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

He expressed the hope that the Guinean president will visit

Iran in near future.
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