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STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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Qatar set to broaden relations

with Iran

TEHRAN - Qatar’'s Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa ath-Thani on
Sunday sent a message to Iran’s First Vice President

Hassan Habibi

which the sheikhdom’s Ambassador to Tehran Alkwari hand-delivered | N

to him.

The Qatari ambassador told Habibi that his government is determined to
broaden relations with Iran especialy in the area of trade exchanges, IRNA

reported.

Habibi said Iran is determined to get closer with the Persian Gulf states
in every area. He observed as rotating head of the Organization of the Islam-
ic Conference (OIC) Iran recognizes and stresses the urgency for closer

cooperation between regional countries.
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Malis presiding board unchanged

All nations entitled to freedom,
democracy, sciences

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Sunday said that free-
dom, democracy and sci-
ences belong to all nations
and that only materi-
alization of these rights can
ensure lasting peace in the
world.

In a meeting with the
visiting former French pres-
ident, Valery Giscard d'Es-
taing, Khatami touched on
the bitter experiences of the
20th century, including the
world wars, adding “the
thinkers and  benevolent
people of the East and the
West should arrive at the
common outlook that there
is no such thing as first and
second class human be-
ings.

“The nations of the East
had a bigger share of dis-
asters in the 20th century.
There were wars imposed
on us in which we had the
slightest of roles and worst
of dl, our nations were
scorned.”

Stressing the need to en-
ter the 21st century with a
new outlook, Khatami said
“we need to work to make
the next century a time of
dialog amongst civilizations
and this is only possible
through prevalence of mu-
tual respect amongst coun-
tries.”

He further stated that
the cultural and political
persondities of the world
can be instrumental to help
realize this dialog on world
scale.

On relations between
politics and culture, the

president said “if culture, re-
ligion and science to date
have been serving politics,
changes should be brought
about to place politics at the
service of spirituality.

“Of course we should
note that such scenario con-
flicts with the interests of
many enjoying financial and
propaganda sources

“A revolution has to take
place which changes the
places of politics and intelect
and France, with its sig-
nificant intelectual and po-
litical heritage in the new

civilization, can be in-
strumental  to bring about
such change.”

Speaking about plans to
accelerate Iran’s develop-
ment, the chief executive
said that the Islamic Re
public intends to use al its
domestic resources as well
as those available outside of
its borders for the purpose.

The former French pres-
ident expressed delight about
his Iran visit, adding that
France views the election of
Khatami amongst the im-
portant events of last year.

“We al want to see Iran
find its rightful place in the
world community, and driv-
en by this, we are keenly
pursuing your outlooks of
world issues,” d Estaing told
Khatami.

D’Estaing welcomed
Khatami’s much promoted
initiative on dialog amongst
civilizations, adding “one of
the problems in this century
is the misconceptions ex-
isting amongst adherents of
various schools of thoughts

with regard to each other.

“Nations and civiliza-
tions should respect each
other but before that they
should gain a thorough
knowledge of each others
cultures.”

D’Estaing, speaking at a
question and answer meeting
with Tehran-based foreign
diplomats and experts on in-
ternational relations, said
that the European Union
(EV) is to adopt a common
policy for cooperation with
Iran.

He suggested that areas
of cooperation between Iran
and Europe be diversified,
adding that scientific and
technical cooperation be-
tween the two sides should

continue through various
means.
Elsewhere in his re

marks, d Estaing regretted
the nuclear tests carried out
by Pekistan and India, say-
ing that efforts should be
made to convince the two
countries to join those
groups of countries favoring
limitation of nuclear tests.
He reminded the role of
Europe in defusing tension
and war in various parts of
the world and said that last
February when the danger
of war ran high in Irag, Eu-
rope intervened and man-
aged to easethetension.
D’'Estaing later told a
press conference that public
opinion in Europe is positive
toward the views and state-
ments of President Khatami.
“We expect President
Khatami to directly inform
the European people about

Spain moving In direction
of upgrading tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Spainish
Vice-Speaker of Congress of
Deputies Enrique Fernandez
Miranda said in Tehran on
Sunday that Spain is inter-
ested in developments in
Iran.

In ameeting with Iranian
Foreign Minister Kama
Kharrazi, Miranda sad
Spain played a key part in
getting the D'’Amato ex-
traterritorial  law repealed,
IRNA reported.

“We believe the current
negotiations between Iran
and the European Union
(EV) will result in promotion
of Iran-EU relations,” Mi-
randa said.

He said Spain has in-
creased the export guar-
antees to Iran to develop
trade relations.

He pointed to Tehran-
Madrid historical relations
and said his country is mov-
ing in the direction of up-
grading relations with Iran.

Launching joint ventures

Tehran to host
Intl. confab on
"history of
sciencein lran’

TEHRAN - The three-
day international conference
on ‘the history of science in
Iran’ is due to be held at
Tehran University on June
7, head of the university’'s
Science History Re-
search Center Gholam-Ali
Hadad Adel said here on
Sunday.

The confab is to review
the position of science in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, he
told IRNA.

Some 30 foreign re-
searchers along with 15 do-
mestic ones are to represent
their latest research in the ar-
eas of history, mathematics,
astrology, medicine as well
as technology in Iran, he
said.

The foreign researchers
are mainly from America,
France, Russia, Italy, Tajiki-
stan, Switzerland, Germany
and Netherlands.

He further expressed
hope that with the special at-
tention being paid by author-
ities, the research center
would be able to compensate
for its backwardness.

would serve to develop bi-
lateral cooperation and the
future visit to Madrid of Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Khar-
razi would be an important
step forward in this respect,
he said.

Kharrazi said there are
numerous areas of coop-

eration between Iran and
Spain.
President Khatami of

Iran has recommended to
hold dialogue among  civ-
ilizations in a bid to reach
understanding among them
and such a trend would be
useful concerning Iran-Spain
long-standing ties, he
said.

He said the two countries
have high economic capacity
which would be explored
through the exchange visits
by the officias from Iran
and Spain.

Kharrazi said Iran has
access to the Caspian Sea
and the Persian Gulf and
various projects in the field
of communications, energy,
transfer of oil and gas. Spain
would cooperate with Iranin
a wide range of economic
projects, he said.

He said Iran has entered
into negotiations with the
EU which he hoped would
be constructive and useful in
bringing about mutual un-
derstanding.

Miranda in a meeting
with Culture and Islamic
Guidance Minister Ataollah
Mohajerani here on Sunday
called for expansion of Teh-
ran-Madrid ~ cultural  re-
lations.

Miranda stressed the
need for working out an
agreement on promotion of
mutual cultural cooperation
considering the age-old re-
lations between Iran and

Spain.

He added that expansion
of tourism would serve as an
important factor for expan-
sion of bilateral cultural re-
|ations.

Spain is ready to coop-
erte with Iran in the areas of
tourism and forestry, said
Miranda, adding that cin-
ema, TV and visua arts are
among other areas of coop-
eration between Iran and
Spain, which would help

build up mutua under-
standing.
Mohajerani cadled on

Spanish and European schol-
arsto attend a conference on
dialog among religions
which isto be held in Tehran
thisyear.

Mohajerani said that
his ministry plans to ex-
pand tourism since the in-
dustry would change for-
eign tourists’  attitude
towards Iran.

Under present circum-
stances the Iranian govern-
ment welcomes  expansion
of relations with many coun-
tries, especialy the Eu-
ropean ones, noted the Ira-
nian minister.

Concluding his remarks,
Mohajerani said that Iran is
ready to expand cultural re-
lations with Spain within the
framework of a formerly
reached agreement on cul-
tural cooperation.

Iran-Turkmenistan joint borders
to be open day and night

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkmenistan signed an agreement in
Ashkhabad on Friday upon which the two countries' joint bor-
ders will be open to passengers round the clock as of the Ira-

nian month of Tir (June 22).

The agreement was signed by Turkmen Foreign Minister
Boris Sheikh Muratov and the Iranian Ambassador to Ashk-
habad Mehdi Mir Abutalebi, IRNA reported from Ashkhabad.

According to the protocol, passengers and goods carried
by real entities and legal corporates can pass territories of

both the countries day and night.

Sarakhs, Lotfabad, Bajgiran and Pol joint border check-
points are currently open from 9 amto 5 pm.

Meanwhile, according to an approvl by the Cabinet min-
isters Turkmen nationals were allowed to travel to Iran with-

out avisasince May 22.

Following Iran’s unilateral decision to lift visa re-
quirements, a larger number of Turkmens visited the country
which demanded an increase in the working hours of border

points.

his political and economic
views,” he said.

On the stance of the Eu-
ropean Union toward Iran
d' Estaing said a plan is un-
derway by EU to determine
the new areas of Iran-EU
cooperation, but no com-
mon agreement has been
reached yet. France and oth-
er European states including
Itay are interested in im-
proving relations with Iran.

In reply to a question
that when the late Imam
Khomeini was in Paris, what
kind of pressures was put on
France, d' Estaing said
Imam Khomeini came to
France legaly and France
granted him security re-
quirements.

Reaction inside France
was not negative at al, but,
certain foreign states were
against France's hosting of
the late Imam, he said, add-
ing anyhow France remained
loyd to its traditional hos-
pitality.

On  cancellation  of
d’Amato law, d Estaing said
the law was domestic and
binding only on the Amer-
ican firms and France has
been against the ex-
traterritorial aspect of the
law from the beginning.

TEHRAN With re-
election of the former mem-
bers of the presiding board
of the Majlis including
Speaker Ali  Akbar Nateg-
Nouri for another year, the
board's composition re-
mained unchange compared
to last year.

Deputies elected the
members of the presiding
board of the 270-seat Maj-

Tehran-Bonn
ties to be
discussed In
New York

TEHRAN - lran’s For-
eign Minister Kamal Khar-
razi and his German coun-
terpart Klaus Kinkel in a
telephone converstaion
Sunday reviewed bilateral
relations and exchanged
views on last week’s nuclear
tests by India and Pakistan.

The two foreign min-
isters agreed to continue
talks for improving Iran-
German relations in New
York on the sidelines of the
upcoming special session of
U.N. on drugs , beginning
June 8.

lis with secret ballots for
the third year of the 5th
majlis.

Nateq nouri was elected
speaker by securing 165
votes out of 258 while Has-
san Rowhani and Mo-
hammad Ali Movahedi Ker-
mani were elected vice-
speakers with 167 and 143
votes, respectively.

Seyed Taha Hashemi,
Mahmoud Jamali and Sey-
yed Hussein Hashemi were
elected clerks.

Mohammad Reza Mawa-
li-Zadeh, Mohammad Bager
Nowbakht, Musa Zargar,
Mohammad Reza Bahonar,

Iran to host 1999 youth skiing

championships

TEHRAN - Iran will host Asian male-youth skiing
Dizin slopes in northern Tehran from January 30 until February 8, 1999, to
the exclusion of the girls section of the championships for the same year, ac-
cording to chairman of the Iranian Skiing Federation |ssa Saveh-Shemshaki

Hassan Ghafouri-Fard and
Omidwar Rezaie were elect-
ed secretaries.

Speaking at the Magjlis
open session after his re-
election, Nateg-Nouri
termed any insult to the Ma-
jils as an insult to the peo-
ple.

Insult, disinformation
and hue and cry against the
Majlis are insult to the peo-
ple and a treason to the rev-
olution because the Mglisis
one of the pillars of the
country, he said, adding that
the Mgjlis also condemns in-
sult to the government or ju-
diciary.

championships on

The competitions, the eighth of its kind, will be among Asian youth aged
14-15, and already such countries as China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, In-
dia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Lebanon have intimated their readiness to
participate in the upcoming championshipsin Iran, IRNA reported.

The Asian Skiing Federation that met in Prague some time ago voted for
Iran’ s hosting of the Asian male youth skiing championiships for the 1999.

“Why some persons
write that Majlis deputies are
unaware of the everyday is-
sues and problems of people.
Can anybody claim he can
see the problems of people
better than the deputies?’ he
asked.

The speaker termed crit-
icizing the Mglis and the
plans raised in it as con-
structive and positive. He,
however, requested that the
status and dignity of the
Majlis, deputies and others
be observed.

Nateg-Nouri stressed
that Magjlis will welcome
criticism and debates.

Iran callsfor unconditiona
Implementation of Taj1k peace accords

TEHRAN - lIran is for
unconditional imple-
mentation of all Tgjik peace
accords, said lranian Am-
bassador to Dushanbe Ra
soul Musavi.

Musavi told head of Ta
jik National Reconciliation
Commission Abdullah Nouri
that as a member of the
peace contact group, Iran
considers Tajik peace accord
as an international document
and calls for its full imple-
mentation as well as pre-

Irag ready to mend ties

TEHRAN - Iragi Charge
D’ Affaires Salah al-
Samarmad here on Sunday
submitted to First Vice
President Hassan Habibi a
message from his Iragi coun-
terpart Taha Yassin Ra
madhan.

Al-Samarmad said that
his country is willing to fur-
ther expand its relations
with Iran, IRNA reported.

He said that exchange of
views between Iranian and
Iragi officials would prepare
the ground for promotion of
mutual cooperation.

The Iragi government is

with Iran

interested in increasing ex-
change of visits by Iranian
and Iragi officials to each
others  soil, said Al-
Samarmad, adding that Irag
strives for guaranting safety
of Iranian pilgrims to the
holy sites.

Habibi, referring to the
growing cooperation be-
tween Tehran and Baghdad,
said that exchanging the re-
maining prisoners of war
(POWSs) and reaching other
agreements would build up
mutual confidence and help
broaden bilateral  coop-
eration.

with the participation of

officials.

firm, Mitsubishi.

|ran to partcipate
In third Asian all,
gas conference

TEHRAN - The third Asian oil and gas confer-
ence was to be inaugurated in Kuala Lumpur Monday
the Islamic Republic of Iran
and other countries around the world.

A spokesman of Petronas, the Malaysian national
oil company told IRNA in Kuala Lumpur Friday that

Iran’s Freidoun Fesharaki
speech at the conference along with other top Asian ail

“The two day session is on the transformation of ec-
onomic structure-changes of pattern in the Asian oil
and gas,” said the Petronas spokesman.

Some other speakers will include Hassan Sultan,
executive head and board member of United Arab
Emirates' national oil company, Richard Sharpler the
executive head of Anadarco Enry from the United
States, Christopher D’Marguerie, the Middle East
branch executive of French oil company, ‘Total’ and
Hiroshi Kawamura the executive deputy of Japanese

Iran’s Deputy Oil Minister Fesharaki is expected
to present a paper on ‘new frontiers-Caspian Sea’ on
the second day of the conference.

is expected to deliver

Habibi said that given
the existing political will on
the part of the two countries,
more serious efforts should
be made to settle disputes
between the two countries.

Ukraine
seeks
improved
tisswith [ran

TEHRAN - Director
General of Ukraine's For-
eign Ministry in charge of
African and Asian Affairs
Igor Tutyanski Saturday in
Kiev stressed expansion of
Tehran-Kiev relations in all
fields.

Making the remark in a
meeting with Iranian Am-
bassador to Kiev Behzad
Mazaheri, he said that there
are great potentials in both
countries for further pro-
motion of bilateral economic
and industria relations,
IRNA reported from Mos-
cow.
The Ukrainian Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of Labor Mikola Biloblotski
will soon visit the Islamic
Republic of Iran to submit
the written message of Pres-
ident Leonid Kuchma to his
Iranian counterpart President
Mohammad Khatami, he
added.

President Kuchma is
aso looking forwaed to
President Khatami’'s visit to
Ukraine, the Ukrainain of-
ficial noted.

Mugabe invited to vigt Iran

TEHRAN - Iranian Min-
ister of Commerce Mu-
hammad Shariatmadari
who is in Zimbabwe to at-
tend the second session of
the Iran-Zimbabwe joint ec-
onomic commision met with

President Robert Mugabe
Sunday and submitted to
him a message from Iranian
President Mohammad Kha-
tami.

In his message, President
Khatami invited President

South Korea seeks expansion
of cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - The newly
apponited South  Korean
Ambassador to Tehran
Shin Qang Bum conferred
here on Sunday with Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi on
issues of mutua interest
while submitting a copy
of his credential.

In the meeting, the Ko-
rean ambassador referred to
the existing friendly re
lations between Tehran and
Seoul in &l areas, hoping

that the current level of mu-
tual cooperation would fur-
ther expand in the future,
IRNA reported.

Kharrazi in reply under-
lined the need for further
consolidation of relations
between Iran and South Ko-
reain al spheres.

Mugabe to pay a state visit
to Iran, IRNA reported.

He also briefed Mugabe
on the results of the joint ec-
onomic commission session
and the agreements reached
between the two countries.

Shariatmadari aso
praised Zimbabwe's stands
in relation to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in inter-
national arena, and U.N. in
particular.

Thanking for President
Khatami’s invitation mes-
sage, Mugabe expressed
hope that he would visit Iran
in the near future.

He aso said that the two
countries will expand coop-
eration in various fields,
commercein particular.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

vention of any measure
which may run counter to
such measures, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that as an in-
gtitution responsible for im-
plementation of such an in-
ternational accord,
Tajikistan’s National Rec-
onciliation Commission
should continue with its ac-
tivities irrespective of any
problem caused by recent ap-
proval of the Taik parlia
ment.

He added that the an-
niversary of Tajikistan's fi-

na peace accord provides a
suitable chance for holding a
meeting of the foreign min-
isters of guarantor countries
to survey year-long effortsto
implement the accords and
solve remaining problems.

Nouri said that his com-
mission has made much ef-
forts to restore peace since
its formation.

He expressed regret over
Tajik parliament’s recent rat-
ification banning the activ-
ities of political parties and
said it would harm the peace
process.

Minister:

Government determined to

implement development projects

TABRIZ, East Azarbaijan

- Despite the decline in ail

revenues, government is determined to implement develop-
mant projects in the current Iranian year (started March, 21)
equa to the average number of projects carried out in the pre-
ceding years, said Energy Minister Habibollah Bitaraf here

Saturday.

He said given that development projects are cornerstones
of a vibrant economy, any delay in their implemetation will
inevitably lead to financial losses for the country, IRNA

said.

In the past 10 years, Bitaraf noted, on the average only 70
to 75 percent of the credit provisioned was allocated to the
development projects and the sum was reduced to mere 60

percent in some years.

He said that in the current Iranian year the goal is to
increase the share of the credit earmarked for the dev-
lopment projects to 77.5 percent of the provisioned
sum with better management and sound planning. If
fulfilled, this will be effective in saving the time re-
quired for the completion of development projects, Bi-

taraf added.

The energy minister further said that to offset the bud-
get deficit resulting from the decline in oil revenues, vari-
ous options have been presented to the cabinet for study.

Further elaborating, he said that the proposals include,
better utilization of banking facilities after acquiring the
required authorization from the parliament, public par-
ticipation in the implementation of development projects

and selling off government

needed.

owned assets not currently

Financial credits
to encourage
Industrial exports

MASHHAD, Khorasan
- Minister of Industries
Gholamreza Shafei said Sat-
urday that Dlrs. 100 million
in foreign exchange has
been earmarked to encour-
age exporters of industria
goods.

“Some 1.25 million tons
of vegetable oil will be pro-
duced during the current Ira-
nian year (started March 21,
1998),” said the minister,
adding 400,000 tons of sur-
plus vegetable oil will be ex-
ported, IRNA reported.

Speaking a the in-
auguration ceremony of a
vegetable oil factory in Fari-
man, in this northeastern
province, Shafei said
850,000 tons of vegetable oil
will be used for industrial
and household consumption.

Meanwhile,  managing
director of the Fariman veg-
etable oil factory said that
the plant has been built a a
cost of RIs. 28 billion and
Dlrs. 1.7 million.

The minister of in-
dustries also inaugurated the
Mashhad leather factory
with a daily production ca-
pacity of 3,000 pieces of
leather and 200 leather gar-
ments.

The factory has been
built at a cost of RIs. 22 bil-
lion and 2.4 million German
marks.

Managing Director of the
factory M. Hamidi said that
it will fetch Dlrs. 100 mil-
lion from export of pickled
hide, DIrs. 500 million from
leather and Dlrs. 1.3 billion
from leather garments.
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