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STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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Iran, Armenia, Greece to cooperate

In energy sector

TEHRAN - Deputy energy ministers of Iran, Armenia and Greece held a
tripartite meeting in Y erevan on Wednesday to prepare the grounds for fur-

ther trilateral cooperation in energy sector.

A ministerial meeting among the three countries isto be held in Tehran

in August or September, IRNA reported from Moscow.

Iran’s envoy Hamidreza Nikkar Isfahani said in his inaugural speech
that expansion of regional cooperation is among priorities in Iran’s foreign
policy. Referring to Iran’s especial attention to expansion of regional coop-
eration with independent countries, he said that regional cooperation in elec-
tricity and energy sectors could be useful in strengthening peace and solidar-
ity aswell asimprovement of economic status of the countries of the region.

Isfahani expressed hope that the tripartite cooperation in the energy sec-

tor would positively affect developmentsin the region.
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Islam, cultural, historical
Identity of nation

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Wednesday addressing peo-
ple from different walks of
life at the mausoleum of the
late Imam Khomeini, said
“the great Iranian nation
was not only a witness to,
but also was its greatest
historical participant in wel-
coming Imam Khomeini
home from his exile on Feb-
ruary 1, 1979.”

“After a decade or so
Iran was a witness to and a
participant of yet the most
splendid historical farewell
on the departure of the most
beloved leader to the his
eterna  abode” Khatami
said, quoted by IRNA.

President Khatami was
speaking on the occasion of
the nineth departure an-
niversary of the founder of
the Islamic Republic, the
Late Imam Khomeini.

“The tragic event took
place at the turn of the end
of the eight years Iragi im-
posed war which took a toll
of thousands of martyrs and
disabled of our beloved na-
tion and not to tak of the
vastness of destruction due
to enemy bombings and mis-
sile raids,” Khatami pointed

EU official:

out.

He further said “it wasa
time when Iran was under
Severe €conomic pressure,
sanctions and pressure of the
enemies both domestic and
foreign-wise, adding such an
occasion should have caused
alot of dessension and dis-
satisfaction for the people to
become indifferent to the
ceremony however, it was
the contrary.”

The president pointed
out “Islam is both cultural
and historical identity of the
nation.”

“Our people were under
the yoke of regimes which
were depended upon the ali-
ens and they felt humiliated
and belittled because they
were under those rulers who
were themselve servile to

their masters,” President
Khatami stated.
The president said

“Imam Khomeini became
the champion of the move-
ment against the puppet re-
gime of that time and the sa-
viour of the ummah.”

The president said that
anyone who wants to stand
against the sovereign state
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the system will not al-

U.S. sanctions waiver
Includes Iran pipelines

TEHRAN - Michae
Pulch of the European Com-
mission  says that last
month’s compromise deal
reached to walver the threat
of U.S. sanctions against EU
companies includes oil trans-
port systems as well as pro-
duction projectsin Iran.

He told an international
conference on oil sanctions
here Tuesday that athough
there was no specific refer-
ence to pipelines in the U.S,,
IRNA reported from London.

‘Non-paper,’ the Eu-
ropean Union does in its uni-
lateral declaration that forms
part of the deal “to ensure all
aspects of production and
transportation” are covered.

A separate statement from
U.S. Secretary of State Made-
leine Albright threatened to
consider whether pipeline
projects violated the so-called
Iran/Libya sanctions act, but
this was countered by the EU
declaring it was “axiomatic”
that their construction should
“not be obstructed.”

Pulch, who was at the

Majlis speaker:

EU-U.S. summit in London
where the deal was reached
two weeks ago, also believed
that the waivers were “guar-
anteed” even though it was
not the blanket provision de-
manded by the EU.

He said that the 15-nation
group had made clear that its
acceptance depended upon no
action being taken against Eu-
ropean companies investing
inIran’s energy sector and the
U.S. acceptance meant it was
in its interests not to take ac-
tion.

The EU strategy to make
waivers stick was twofold in
resisting any dealing on the
act, which is considered il-
legal, and to make trans
atlantic trade talks condi-
tional, the commission official
said.

To implement the conces-
sions, he said that the EU
would continue itsdual strat-
egy and maintain a political
environment for waivers,
which had been the main de-
terrent in preventing sanctions
being imposed.

No major disputes among
heads of three branches

TEHRAN - Majlis Speak-
er Ali Akbar Nateg Nouri,
here Wednesday called for
unity among al politica fac-
tions and revolutionary forces
saying there is no funda
mental disagreement among
high ranking officials and
heads of the three branches.

Their statements and con-
cerns are alike, he told the
open session of the Malis.
“The counterrevolutionaries
abroad, in collaboration with
globa arrgance, are engaged
in activities against the Islam-
ic Revolution, Islamic Re-
public and its authorities.
They try to make others be-
lieve that there is a dispute
among senior officias in the
country.

“Unawareness of some
people belonging to the two
factions encourages the en-
emy to go on with its plots
and schemes and eventually
disappoints the friends of the
revolution,” he said.

The Majlis speaker said
that there are people an-
tagonistic to the revolution in-
side the country who want to
sow discord.

The speaker said that the
explosion at the Islamic Rev-
olution court in Tehran on
Tuesday in which several per-
sons including an  Armenian
were martyred and similar
acts make one feel that ban-
dits, hypocrats and spies have
all become active. He said
sometimes  wrong per-
formance or analyses as well
as improper statements make
the enemies hopeful.

He stressed that unity of
expression is essential for rev-
olutionary forces and all forc-
es with any tendency must get
united and stand against those
who want to fish in troubled
waters.

He called on al factions

in the Mgjlis to avoid settling
their accounts with their ri-
vals through the Majlis trib-
une. “Problems will be settled
if we preserve and strengthen
the unity of expression as de-
scribed by the late Imam and
the  Leader,” Nateg-Nouri
said. Referring to the
late Imam’s guidelines and
will, Nateq Nouri said the
Imam stressed the need for
people and officials to work
for the sake of God and main-
tain their unity of expression
while warning against the
dangers of discord, egoism
and disunity. Tastes and
outlooks might differ but it is
not contradictory that all acts
are done for the sake of God
and people are united to pre-
serve the principles of revolu-
tion founded by the late
Imam.

Bigdeli:

low him to do so and will
definately severely stand
against him.

“Enjoying unity does not
mean not tolerating differ-
ence of opinion, unity
means functioning within the
framework of the nation’s
constitutional law and under
the axis of Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution. These are
the two important pilars of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran,” Khatami said.

A ceremony to mark the
occasion was held at the late
Imam’ s mausoleum in south-
ern Tehran, on Thursday.

Tens of thousands of
people from Tehran and oth-
er cities attended the cer-
emony.
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economic cooperation.

month.

Japanese trade
delegation due
In Tehran

TEHRAN - Japan’'s Federation of Economic Or-
ganizations (Keidanren) is soon to dispatch a big del-
egation comprising manageres to Iran to hold talks with
Iranian officials on expansion of Tehran-Tokyo mutual

A Japanese official told IRNA in Tokyo on Wednes-
day that the 40 to 50-man delegation is to hold talks
with high-ranking Iranian officials from the ministries of
economy and finance and oil and the Central Bank of
Iran during its five-day stay in Iran.

Japanese dailly Nihon Keizai Shimbon wrote on
Wednesday that expansion of cooperation between Eu-
ropean companies and Iran after President Mohammad
Khatami’s election to the post has motivated Japanese
companiesto send adelegation to Iran.

The Japanese daily said the delegation is the biggest
of its kind to visit Iran in the past seven years.

It said that the Japanese government has started hold-
ing high level talks with Iranian officids since last

Iran unvells 3-phased plan
to transfer Caspian ol

TEHRAN - Iran’s Dep-
uty Oil Minister Ali Majedi
announcd a 3-phased plan
in London Wednesday for
transferring up to 1.6 million
barrel per day (bpd) of Cas-
pian crude oil with minimum
outlay.

Routes from transporting
oil from landlocked Azer-
baijan, Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan should fully
utilize constructed pipelines
and be based upon com-
mercially sound investments,
otherwise transport costs
will be unacceptable, he said
quoted by IRNA from Lon-
don.

Qil export pipelines were
economic long-term choices

Iran calls for
total nuclear
disarmament

TEHRAN - lran’s per-
manent representative to
the U.N. headquarters in
Geneva, Ali Khorram, here
on Tuesday cautioned that
the present arms race as
well as nuclear tests in
Asia, are serious threats to
the peace and stability of
the region.

Speaking at the session
on disarmament, Khorram
added “the current arms
race is more than anything
due to the lack of political
resolve on part the five nu-
clear powers to respond to
the international com-
munity’s call for total nu-
clear disarmament,” IRNA
reported from Vienna.

“The recent develop-
ments once more under-
lined the need to seriously
focus on creation of regions
free from nuclear arms.
This is specialy vital for
the sensitive Middel East
region which is threatened

by the Israeli nuclear
arms.”

The lranian repre-
sentsative further added

that so long as there are no
clear programs for com-
plete nuclear disarmament,
the future of nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
isin major doubts.

“The Islamic Republic
of Iran invites both India
and Pakistan to halt their
nuclear tests and join the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty,” Khorram said.

and “simply cannot be prone
to the vagaries of politics in
the past, present or future,
Majedi told an international
seminar here, organized by
“IBC Gulf Conferences’.

The first phase of Iran's
plan was for crude swaps for
Tehran and Tabriz refineries,
which have a current pro-
cessing capacity of 350,000
bpd. This involved the con-
struction of a 390 kms pipe-
line from the Caspian Sea
port of Neka to the Iranian
capital.

Arrangements to transfer
a further 450,000 bpd to Is-
fahan and Arak refineries
made up the second stage
and involve reversing ex-
isting pipelines and the
building of a new line de-
pending on the swap ap-
plicants.

In phase three, Caspian
oil would be sent direct to
Iran’s southern terminals in
the Persian Gulf, using ex-

isting networks that have
800,000 bpd capacities with
extensions.

The deputy oil minister
for Caspian oil and gas af-
fairs said that the gradual
implementation of the phas-
es would need no new in-
vestment at the country’s
southern terminals, which
can aready unload more
than 5 mbpd.

The plans were inter-
dependent and prefeasibility
studies for the direct transfer
of crude oil from Ka
zakhstan and Turkmenistan
to south Iran had aready
been independently carried
out, he said.

In his speech, Magjedi
aso discussed the short and
medium term transport of
natural gas from the Caspian
states, which has already at-
tracted studies by such com-
panies as Anglo-Dutch
Shell, Total of France and
Australia s BHP.

Kharraz:

OIC engineers meet in Jeddah
to launch Islamic radio-TV

TEHRAN - Iran has taken part at the first meeting of engineers of the Is-
lamic states at the secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) in Jeddah.The three-day meeting which opened Tuesday is expected to
follow up launching of Islamic radio and television networks and Islamic
news agency for the Muslim nations, IRNA reported.

Pakistan, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Palestine, Kuwait, and Senegal
are represented at the meeting.

Representatives of the International Communications Union (ICU) and
the international Islamic radio and television and Islamic news agency are
present in the discussion. OIC Secretary-General Azeddin Laraki in his mes-
sage to the meeting called for following up of the project for setting up an Is-
lamic satellite and underlined its importance in helping the Muslim youth
and holding dialogue among civilizations.

|ran opposes proliferation
of nuclear weapons

TEHRAN - Iran’s For-
eign Minister, Kama Khar-
razi on his return from three
days visit to Pakistan and
India told reporters at air-
port here Wednesday that
“the atmosphere is con-
ducive for Indo-Pak serious
and comprehensive talks.”

Kharrazi further said “in
my talks with both Pakistani
and Indian officias, we ar-
rived at a conclusion that the
two sides showed interest in
easing tension in the region
and also agreed in principle
to restart their negotiations.”

“The officials of two
countries also desired to see
that all issues inclusive of
Kashmir be in the agenda of
the negotiation and that no
nuclear test would be con-
ducted until the time the re-
sults of negotiations are fi-

nalized,” Iran’s foreign
minister stated.
The foreign minister

added, “there are positive
signs on the acceptance of
India and Pakistan in signing
the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) based on mutual con-
fidence and on the frame-
work of the military strength
and capabilities of the two
nations.”

“The objective of the vis-
it by Iran's delegation was
not for mediation but it was
aimed at trying to reduce
tension in the region,” Khar-
razi stated.

The foreign minister stat-
ed that “I am on my way to
Geneva to attend a dis
armament conference where
| shall present the results of
my negotiation with both In-
diaand Pakistan.”

On the plan for the crea-
tion of an Islamic regional
nuclear power Kharrazi stat-
ed “the Islamic Republic of
Iran does not encourage the
procurement and  man-
ufacture of nuclear weapons
and that Iranisnot at al in-
terested in doing so0.”

“However, it is a redlity
that Pakistan has a nuclear

Commission to tackle
falling oll prices

TEHRAN - A com-
mittee, hand-picked by the
President Khatami will sub-
mit its studies and rec-
ommendation on oil income
reduction to the president
next week, Mehdi Asdli, di-
rector general of the Macro-
economic Bureau of Plan
and Budget Organization
(PBO), told Iran News.

Asdi said the commis-
sion, comprising ministers of
the interior, finance and ec-
onomic affairs, oil, and com-
merce, as well as governors
of the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI), Administrative and
Employment  Affairs Or-
ganization and the PBO, isto
examine different aspects of
the faling prices and rec-
ommend necessary changes
in the cabinet.

After a brief review of
matters, the commission
submitted a preliminary re-
port to the cabinet in which
the estimated budget deficit
in the case of non-realization
of targeted incomes in the
year 1377 (began March 21)
budget were spelled out, and
it recommended government
departments to tighten their
belts and slash their current
and devel opment ex-
penditures.

“The policies proposed

by he commission focus on
stabilization of the economy,
supporting lowincome class-
es, and amending the fi-
nancia structure of the gov-
ernment,” he said.

“Since thefall in oil pric-
es reduces foreign exchange
earnings, a boost of non-oil
exports is a very important
step in increasing the na
tion's hard currency re-
serves, giveing impetus to
economic growth,” said Asa-
li. Fortunately, in the past
few months a series of de-
cisions have been made to
encourage nonoil exports;
the details were announced
by the Ministry of Com-
merce, CBI and Iranian Cus-
toms.

“Amendment of the gov-
ernment financial structure
cals for a reduction of the
portion of oil-generated rev-
enues in the general budget
and increasing tax revenues,
particularly direct taxes, to
meet general expenditures,”
said Asdli. Steps have been
taken to predict an average
oil price in the long term,
and the Ministry of Finance
and Economic Affairs has
set up a plan to amend its
taxation system to increase,
tax revenues without touch-
ing the tax rate itself.

aspian Sealegal regime, a guarantor of regional peace

TEHRAN - The Am-
bassador of the Idamic Re-
public of Iran to Azerbaijan,
Ali RezaBigdeli saidinBaku
Wednesday that “defining of
the Caspian Sea regime is a
top priority, prior to any prac-
tical regiona activities and as
guarantor of the peace in the
area”

“The Idamic Republic of
Iran  with minimum in-
vestment is capable of buying,
consuming and conveying to
the world markets al oil from
the littora oil-producing Cas-
pian nations till the year
2015,” pointed out the am-
bassador, IRNA reported from
Baku.

“Iran will put the tender
for the construction of ‘Neka-
Tehran pipdine grid by July

1, 1998 a desposd of those
companies interested in taking
pat in the project,” said
Bigddli.

The ambassador said that
“once the laying of pipeline
grid is terminated in the year
2000, Iran will be able to re-
ceive 810,000 barrels of crude
oil per day from the north.”

“The laying of the pipe-
line grid through Iranian soil
is congderably less codtly,
time saving and significant in
making use of the available re-
giona facilities besides being
a secure passage out,” Bigddli
stated “The regional econom-
ic policies cannot tolerate ali-
enexerted pressures,” theam-
bassador said.

He further elaborated his
point, “the policies being dic-

tated from alien countries on
the newly independent re-
publics of the Central Asian
regions is of ill-omen for the
regiond countries.”

“If the extraction and con-
veyance of oil isto tip off po-
litical balance in the region, it
would definitely have neg-
ative repercussion on the oil-
producing countries in the
long run” sad the am-
bassador. Refering to the U.S.
official opposition over laying
of the pipeine network
through Iran, Bigdedi stated,
“the oil-producing countries,
oil companies, an oil and gas
experts of the Caspian Sea
should pay attention to this
fact that the United States is
soldy againg laying of the
grid through Iran for tem-

porary political reasons, try-
ing to follow specific ob-
jectives of extracting maxi-
mum concession from the ail
producing countries and Eu-
ropean oil cartels.”

“The political reason be-
hind U.S. opposition to the
laying of the pipe through
Iran is based on the in-
adequecy of oil supply for ex-
port, however, once the quan-
tity of oil supply soars, the
United States will retrocede
from such a design to ac-
comodate itsown  economic
benefits and interests” pre-
dicted the Iranian ambassador.

Asali further said that as
a result of the reduction of
the government's income
from oil revenues, the gov-
ernment’s credit has been re-
duced; in order to keep up
with the nation’s economic
growth and create employ-
ment for the youth, it is nec-
essary for non-government
branches to increase their in-
vestments.

“Naturally, to attract pri-
vate capital it is necessary to
generate stable and guar-
anteed profit to en-
trepreneurs. By building con-
fidence and creating a
suitable atmosphere for ec-
onomic activity, the govern-
ment can encourage nhon-
government sectors to invest
their money in long-term ec-
onomic projects,” he stated.

power capability, which has
been reflected in the Muslim
world besides instilling con-
fidence in the Mudims
against lsraeli threats,” he
underscored.

Kharrazi added, “it is
quite natural that when an Is-
lamic country is in posses-
sion of nuclear capability,
such a factor would  con-
tribute to it being a deterrent
force to Israel which is in
possession of similar weap-
ons.”

Kharrazi  once more
stressed that “the Islamic
Republic of Iran does not
have any plan absolutely for
the acquisition of nuclear
weapon, but on the contrary,
Iran wants to see that nuclear
disarmament program be-
come effective.”

“lIran further believes
that “the region should in-
itialy be a non-nuclear zone
and that the world become
fully-free from any nuclear
weapons,” Kharrazi argued.

Pointing to other axis of
negotiation with Pakistan,
the foreign  minister said,
“we had an exhaustive nego-
tiagtion with our friends in
Pakistan on the Afghan is
sue. We hope that practical
ways would be sought to
bring about a government
that would embrace al fac-
tions.”

Kharrazi finaly stated
that “the Afghan neighbors
concur that  both the U.N.
and OIC should double their
efforts in resolving the Af-
ghan crisis.”

Kharrazi reiterated the
urgent need for reduction of
tensions in the sensitive re-
gion of South Asia and re-
sumption of bilateral talks
between India and Pakistan
onal outstanding issues.

Taking to IRNA, Khar-
rezi said that the conducting
of nuclear tests by every
country and in every region
was deplorable and “should
stop”.

“This would be the first

step towards the global elim-
ination of nuclear weap-
ons,” said Kharrazi.

“For this very reason,”
added Kharrazi, “the 1slamic
Republic of Iran had joined
the CTBT.

He ad'so said, “Iran is op-
posed to the proliferation of
nuclear weapons and fa
vours al the countries join-
ing the NPT. An important
effort in this direction would
be creating nuclear weapons
free zones.”

On Iran’s relations with
India and Pakistan, Kharrazi
said that Iran had good re-
lations with both the coun-
tries.

He expressed confidence
that Iran's ties with New
Delhi and Islambad will ex-
pand further, saying that he
had had fruitful talks with
leaders of both countries dur-
ing his just-concluded visit
to the Indian sub-continent.

In a meeting with Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Kharrazi said
that Iran is concerned about
recent tensions arising from
the Indian and Pakistani nu-
clear tests.

Kharrazi caled for
measures to be taken to pre-
vent escalation of the
present critical situation.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran is of the belief that
ground should be paved for
India and Pakistan to join
Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

Vajpayee said that New
Delhi is only interested in
protecting its national secur-
ity, adding that his country is
not planning to threat any
country.

India will not carry out
any new nuclear test and nor
will it be the first user of
the nuclear weapons, he said
voicing his country’s readi-
ness to resume bilateral talks
with Pakistan on all bones of
contention including the is-
sue of Kashmir.

derances, IRNA reported.

consequence of
cord.”

negotiation,

Iran welcomes
developmentsin Tajik
peace talks

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Mah-
moud Mohammadi said here Wednesday that “the Tajik
President Imamali Rahmonov and the head of the Tajik na-
tional reconciliation commission Seyyed Abdullah Nouri
have reached positive results in removing obstacles in the
way of the enforcement of the peace accord.”

According to news from Tajikistan, the two sides held
negotiations in Dushanbe on resolving the outstanding hin-

Mohammadi referring to new developments taking
shape in Tajikistan, assessed that “such a progress is the
the good-will of Tajik leaders in an im-
mediate implementation of the stipulations of the peace ac-

The spokesman added that “the progress made in this
fosters hope that the two sides are ready to
confront those factions and persons causing breach on the
agreed terms of peace negotiations.”

Welcoming the decision of the Tajik leaders aimed at
removing the current obstacles, Mohammadi then pointed
out that “the ISlamic Republic of Iran hopes that with the
annulment of decisions incompatible with the peace ac-
cord, will accomodate smooth move on the peace track.”

WHO sdlects Iran’s psychiatric
Institute as collaborating center

TEHRAN - The Wolrd
Health Organization (WHO)
has selected Tehran Psychi-
atric Ingtitute as a col-
laborating center for mental
health research and training.

Health Minister Mo-
hammad Farhadi said that 10
percent of al bedsin general
hosptials are to be allocated
to psychiatric patients from
this year under majlis sup-
port.

He said that more than
11 million people were bene-
fitting from mental health
care services renderred by
283 hedth care centers in
143 cities at present.

Meanwhile, WHO di-
rector for eastern Med-
iterranean  region Hussein
Jazayeri said that it has been
a WHO policy, since its es-
tablishment 50 years ago,
not to establish research in-
stitutions under its own aus-
pices, on the basis that field
research can best be ad-
vanced by making use of ex-
isting national centers of ex-
cellence.
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Jazayeri said the drafting
of the national mental health
program happily coincided
with the rapid development
of the primary health care
network in Iran. Therefore,
he added, the new nationa
mental health program found
fertile ground on which to
grow its present level of cov-
erage which is unique in the
region.

Recent studies by the
most prestigious institutions
of the world point to the in-
creasing importance of men-
tal health as one of the three
aspects of health in general,
said Jazayeri, adding that on

the one hand, mental health-
related disorders are re-
sponsible for more than 10
percent of the total global
burden of disease. They are
increasing in both the de-
veloping and the developed
world, he added.

“The teachings of Islam-
ic are among our magjor re-
sources for prevention of dis-
eases in general and mental

health disorders in par-
ticular,” he said.
Agreement has been

reached between the institute
and WHO for collaboration
in al research related areas.
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