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Iran, Turkmenistan study
expansion of surface transportation

TEHRAN - Deputy Minister of Road and Transportation who also heads
Transportation and Terminals Organization Masud Khansari met here on
Saturday with the Turkmen ambassador to Tehran to study expansion of land

transportation between the two countries.

According to the public relations office of Transportation and Terminals
Organization, the meeting was held on the eve of the first meet of the joint

land transportation commission, IRNA reported.

The two sides also underlined the need to strive to further facilitate the

land transportation between the two countries.

In the year 1997, 24,299 Iranian trucks commuted between
Trukmenistan of which 15,079 were on transit via Turkmenistan to Central
Asian countries such as Tagjikistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
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lranian nation loyal
to Imam’sideals

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei,
here on Thursday said that
the Iranian nation has whole-
heartedly maintained its loy-
alty to the ideals of the
founder of the Islamic Re-
public, the late Imam Kho-
meini.

Addressing the huge
crowd at Imam’s mausoleum
on the occasion of his ninth
departure anniversary, the
Leader said that nine years
after Imam’s departure, his
thoughts go on living and the
Iranian nation has remained
loyal to hisideals, IRNA re-
ported.

The Leader said that the
1979 Islamic Revolution be-
came victorious due to the
many sacrifices by the poor
and the youth, adding “the
Iranian youth was re-
sponsible for making Iran
victorious in the long im-
posed war.”

If there is another threat
against the revolution, the
faithful and revolutionary
youth would enter the scene,

thus there can't be any
doubts about the youth's de-
votion to Islam, the Leader
added.

Ayatollah Khamenei re-
ferred to the late Imam’ s will
as a vauable document for
the lranian nation, adding
“al people should learn
Imam’s words and ponder
them so not to go astray in
understanding Imam’s
ideals.”

“Today the hearts of the
government and the nation
including the president, the
Maijlis deputies, the judiciary
officials, other high ranking
officials of the country and
the people in universities and
seminaries, beat for Islam.
The masses are dl sup-
portive of the Islamic Rev-
olution and dal this has
brought the Islamic Republic
a specia respect and status
in the eyes of the world.”

The Leader further
stressed the important role of
Islam in bringing about the
revolution, in the successful
defense of the country
against the aggressors and

GMT) Sunday morning.

tinued until noon.

at Evin prison on April 4.

Karbaschi’ strial
beg

TEHRAN - The open trial of Tehran Mayor Gho-
lamhussein Karbaschi on graft charges started at Tehran's
special judicial complex at 09:00 hours local time (04:40

NS

Karbaschi is to respond to questions raised by branch
1402 of the public court chaired by Hojatoelslam Mohseni
Ejei, IRNA reported. The first session of the hearing con-

A large number of domestic and foreign journalists
were covering Karbaschi’ s trial.

According to article five of the law on severing pun-
ishment of those charged with embezzlement and fraud,
approved by the Expediency Council, and on the basis of a
warrant issued by judge Nomeiri, the mayor was detained

Initially Karbaschi was supposed to be detained for a
month but after 11 days he was released following Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami’ s reques from the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Greece' s oll official:

also during the construction
era, adding “the Iranian na-
tion will not relinquish Is-
lam and the country’s of-
ficials are also devoted to
the faith.

“Without a doubt, Islam
will display its effectiveness
in economic and cultural
fields.”

The country, with the
huge popular  support,
would continue on its sacred
path, and as long as Islam
and the unity is prevalent,
the U.S., Zionists and the
defeated enemies would not
be able to harm this nation,
the Leader stressed.

Nateg Nouri:

Environ

TEHRAN - The Majlis
Speaker, Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri, here on Saturday
caled for a nationad mo-
bilization to protect the
country’ s environment.

In a meeting with the of-
ficials of the Environmental
Protection Organization
(EPO), Nateq Nouri referred
to damages inflicted on en-
vironment as a result of in-
dustrial development, adding
that industries would be ben-
eficial to human beings only
if they address all man's
needs, IRNA reported.

The speaker called on
the EPO to try to enhance
public's involvement in the
drive to preserve the coun-
try’s environment.

He further stressed the
constructive role the media
can play to transform en-
vironmental protection into a
culturein the society.

The Magjlisis prepared to
pass legidations to help EPO
carry out its tasks, Nateq
Nouri added.

lran main pole of
regional stability

TEHRAN - Transactions
between Iran and Greece in
the energy sector are taking
an upward trend and Iran re-
mains the leading crude oil
supplier to Greece, ac-
cording to Eleftherios Tzel-
las, president of the
Greece's state-run oil con-
glomerate ‘ Hellenic Petrole-
um’. “Transactions between
Greece and Iran are on the
upward trend. Our company
imports from Iran 48 per-
cent (about 5m tons) of its
total crude oil imports,”
Tzellas said in an exclusive
interview with the Islamic
Republic News Agency
(IRNA).

“We have regular con-
tacts with the National Ira-
nian Oil Company (NIOC).
In our last meeting last sum-
mer we came out quite satis-
fied and we underlined our
good relations, the soft-
spoken president of Hellen-
ic Petroleum said.

In reply to a question on
the U.S. d’Amato bill which
restricts investments in the
energy sector in Iran, Tzel-
las noted that “the American
policy slowly but steadily is
being re-oriented.”

“l personaly believe
that Iran is a country of sta-
bility in the region and no-
body can ignore this fact.”

Greece's top ail of-
ficial said European policy
has already begun coop-
erating with Iran and the
Americans will also follow
suit.

“1 believe that Iran after
the last elections gave a
message of modernisation
or reorientation in the issue
of cooperation with Eu-
rope.”

“These hurdles would be
overcome as lran is the
leading pole of stability in
theregion,” he stressed.

Commenting on pro-
sepcts of Greek-Iranian en-
ergy cooperation in the wid-
er regions of the Balkans
and Centra Asia, Tzellas
said that during his meeting
with Iran’s oil minister in
Tehran last year they ex-
changed views on the pros-
pects of a pipeline from Iran

to Europe to carry Iranian
gas and oil to European
markets.

Referring to the privat-
isation of the oil market in
Greece, Tzellas said the role
of Greek oil business will
become more dominant in
the region of the Balkans .

He said in a few years
time the oil market in the

Balkans will be  making
big investments in the en-
ergy sector.

“There is an opportunity
for cooperation between
Hellenic  Petroleum and
NIOC. We are open for dis-
cussion with Iran on thisis-
sue,” hetold IRNA.

Hellenic Petroleum is to
sell 20 percent of its shares
to private investors later this
month.

Tzellas said that Hellen-
ic Petroleum was par-
ticipating in the major pro-
ject of a pipeline from the
Bulgaria port of Burgas to
Alexandropoluis in northern
Greece to carry Russian oil.

He said Greece's pur-
chase of oil from Russia
will not effect its oil pur-
chase from the Middle East.

“For us, Iran is a stable
oil supplier. Beyond the his-
torical  ties, we also have
strong business bonds.”

The massive head-
quarters of Hellenic Petrole-
um (the former DEP) is situ-
ated on the  broad
Messogion avenue of Ath-
ens.

The oil conglomerate
owns and operates two of
the four refineries in Greece
and two gas station net-
works.

The Elda refinery in As-
propyrgos, close to Athens,
is one of the most so-
phisticated refineries in the
Mediterranean, while the
Eko refinery situated in Sa-
lonica (500 kms from Ath-
ens) is the sole refinery op-
erating in northern Greece.

Greece is the only Eu-
ropean market showing a
steady growth in the de-
mand for oil products. The
yearly Greek market con-
sumption of oil has gone
up from 14.9 million tons in

1992 to 16.4 million tons in
1996.

During 1996, DEP sup-
plied the domestic market
with 8 million tons and the
international market with
1.6 million tons. In 1996,
DEP exported 800,000 tons
of petroleum products.

In Greece the percentage
share of qil in the country’s
primary energy consump-
tion is 60 percent while in
the European Union the av-
erage is of 44 percent.

Vienna on June 24.

collective measures
to stabilize ol prices

TEHRAN - Iran hailed the decision made by Saudi
Arabia, Venezuela and non-OPEC Mexico to cut oil pro-
duction by 450,000 barrels per day (bpd) combined from
July 1, an Oil Ministry official said on Saturday.

According to an agreement by the oil ministers of Sau-
di Arabia, Venezuela and Mexico in Amsterdam on
Thursday, Saudi Arabia will cut
bpd, Venezuela by 125,000 bpd and Mexico by 100,000
bpd as of July 1 to boost the prices, IRNA reported.

The Islamic Republic of Iran supports any collective
action by the OPEC to restore the oil market and shore up
the prices, the Oil Ministry official said.

He said the topic of further cuts in oil production
would be discussed in the upcoming meeting of the Or-
ganization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in

The official said Iran is in consultation with other
OPEC members and seeks cooperation from non-OPEC
oil producers because both OPEC and non-OPEC ail pro-
ducers are required to help stabilize the oil market.

production by 225,000

Prior to the speaker's
speech, EPO’s head Ms. Ma
soumeh Ebtekar, presented a
report on the organization's
accomplishments and its fu-
ture plans.

Meanwhile, First Vice-
President Hassan Habibi in-
augurated here on Saturday
the first seminar on the en-
vironment friendly industries
(green industries).

Habibi told a number of
the Environmenta  Pro-

tection Organization (EPO)
officials at the two-day meet-
ing held at Pardisan park that
natural resources are the pre-
requisite for development,
and therefore their pollution
or destruction should be se-
riously prevented.

He added “we should try
not to reach any contra
diction in connection with
man and development and if
s0, we should side with man
because sustainable develop-
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Total ready to make new investmentsin Iran

TEHRAN - A spokesman for the French oil company, Total in an inter-
view with IRNA in Paris confirmed a report, published by French daily
‘L"Humanite’, that the company is interested in making new investments in
Iranian oil and gasindustries.

The company spokesman said that Total is now busy implementing two
projectsin Iran but has always been ready to study other projects. No special
project is now under consideration by the company, he added.

He said that Total is highly interested in implementing projects for ex-
traction of hydrocarbons from the Caspian Sea.

He stressed that Iran is the most suitable route for transfer of hydro-
carbons from the Caspian Sea

L"Humanite quoted deputy head of Total company Georges Bures as
saying that his company is ready to receive proposals from Iran but every-
thing depends on what is proposed to the company.

recent nuke tests, cause
of tension

TEHRAN - Addressing
the United Nations Security
Council in New York Sat-
urday, Iran’s Foreign Min-
ister, Kama Kharrazi stated
that “the Islamic Republic of
Iran is greatly concerned
about the recent nuclear
tests, which raises the po-
tential for escalation, un-
certainty and arm race.

“The recent develop-
ments in India and Pakistan
highlighted the imperative of
ensuring the universality of
Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), said the Iranian for-
eign minister.

The minister added, “this
imperative also applies to the
Middle East where the Isragli

mental protection should
become a culture

ment will be successful only
when man can benefit from
it.”

As people believing in a
divine religion, Iranians
should pay full attention to
environment protection and
should diminish adverse ef-
fects of industries on natural
resources, concluded Habibi.

Earlier, Habibi had in-
spected various parts of Par-
disan park, including the
taxidermy workshop.

Iran ready to invest In

TEHRAN - Deputy for
international affairs of Iran's
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines Fereydon
Entezari said here on Sat-
urday that Iran is ready to
cooperate with Zimbabwe in
the areas of industries, tour-
ism, textile, cement, tele-
communication as well as

Africa

mass production of building
and auto parts.

Speaking to IRNA upon
his return from Harare, he
said that in case the Islamic
Republic of Iran fails to im-
mediately invest in Africa,
markets in Africa will be
captured by other rivals.

He aso maintained that

| eader’siliness
not serious

TEHRAN - The office of
the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, on Saturday is
sued a statement reporting
on the hedth condition of
the Leader.

The statement stressed
that the Leader's illness is
not serious, and thanked the
people as well as religious
and political personalities for
their concern, IRNA re-
ported.

“We would like to report
that the illness is not serious

and per the doctors opin-
ion, thanks God there is no
cause for concern and with
reduced activity and enough
rest, recovery is definitely in
order.”

Following the Lead-
er's speech a Imam Kho-
meini’'s mausoleum  last
Thursday, where he seemed
somewhat weak and de
livered a rather short speech,
calls had poured into the
Leader's office by wedll-
wishers inquiring about his
health.

Deputy oil minister
confident about Neka
pipeline tender

TEHRAN - Iran’s Dep-
uty Oil Minister Ali Majedi
is confident about the suc-
cessful tendering of a Dlrs.
400 million pipeline and re-
finery modifications to al-
low the export of up to
370,000 barrels per day of
Caspian crude oil.

The National Iranian Oil
Company already had ex-
isting swap agreement with
Kazakhstan and two oil pro-
ducersin Turkmenistan that
was “sufficient to recover

the costs of the investment
within 5 years,” he told 100
firms at a presentation of
the project in London
Thursday, IRNA reported
from London.

Contractors are invited
to tender for the construc-
tion of a 392 kms pipeline
from the Caspian Sea port
of Neka to the Iranian cap-
it and for minor mod-
ifications to Tehran and Ta-
briz refineries by
September 6 with com-

green nature.

lranian pedalist
arrives in Rome

TEHRAN - Iranian pedalist Hamid Sanel 30, from Ta
briz arrived in Rome after having pedalled 4,450 km on
his bycile. He said he has planned to display the capability
of Iranians by pedalling around the world, IRNA reported
from Rome. He said he had got to Rome from Tabriz
through Nakhichevan, Turkey and Greece.

Sanei said he will continue pedaling to France, Bel-
gium, Holland, American continent, Australia, Japan, Chi-
na, India and Pakistan before coming back home. His
schedule might changes if he faces some difficulties get-
ting visa He said his tour aims to promote protection of

Sanei said he had gone on similar tours
since 1992 while shouldering all expenses himself.

four times

mencement of the contract a
month later.

The project isto be com-
pleted by 2001 in time to
meet NIOC's commitment
to transfer 120,000 bpd of
Caspian crude and for an
equivalent volume to be col-
lected from Kharg island in
the Persian Gulf for export.
Majedi, who is responsible
for Caspian oil and gas af-
fairs, said that all com-
panies, who attended a sim-
ilar presentation in Tehran
last week, expressed interest
in tendering.

The pipeline project is
the first of a three-phase
plan for the transfer of up to
1.6 mbpd of crude oil from
the landlocked Caspian
states with minimum out-
lays.

The deputy oil minister
told delegates at an inter-
national oil conference in
London Wednesday that Ira-
nian routes for pipelines
were not only the most log-
ical but the “safest and most
cost effective ways of trans-
porting Caspian hydro-

carbon resources.”

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

Iran can can have very ex-
tensive cooperation  with
Zimbabwe in the areas such
as export of technical ser-
vices, engineering, software
services for hospitals, city
hallsas well as universities.
He underlined that the
two countries of Iran and
Zimbabwe have signed a
memorandum  of  under-
standing in this regard.
Referring to joint in-
vestment for production and
export of commaodities to re-
giona countries, he said that
the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) has pledged to grant
DlIrs. 5 million in credits for
export  of lranian made
products to Zimbabwe.

intransigence in refusing to
accede to NPT and ac-
cepting |AEA safeguards
have endangered the entire
region.”

The foreign minister fur-
ther argued, “refusal to allow
the  conference on dis
armament to commence ne-
gotiations on nuclear dis
armament, and remaining
aloof to the legitimate con-
cerns of non nuclear weapon
states during the formative
deliberations  of Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) are deemed as in-
strumental factors for the nu-
clear tests.”

“The nuclear tests have
raised international aarm,
and which the international
community regrets, to say
the least. hence, the wilfully
inadequate response to the
international call for serious
progress on nuclear dis
armament is partly to be
blamed for the situation at
hand,” underlined Kharrazi.

“The recent nuclear tests
have caused serious concern
to the entire international
community, particularly to
the countries in the region,”
reiterated Kharrazi.

Referring to a com-
prehensive dialogue on all
outstanding issues, Kharrazi
futher suggested that there
exsit the need to promote

friendly and harmonous re-
lationship between India and
Pakistan to bring about sta-
bility in the region.

“As a neighboring coun-
try, the Islamic Republic of
Iran would find some com-
fort if and when the secretary
general as a seasoned and
globally respected diplomat
and authority could aso be
engaged in bringing nor-
malsy to the region,” the Ira-
nian foreign minister said.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran stands ready to help and
support the United Nations
secretary general in his en-
deavor. Further Iran as a par-
ty to NPT and signatory to
CTBT remains fully com-
mitted to its international
obligations under this re-
gime, despite the set back in
international efforts to pre-
vent nuclear proliferation in
our region,” Kharrazi under-
lined.

The foreign minister con-
cluded “it is, therefore, nec-
essary to device a non-
discriminatory approach at
the international level to the
issue of non-proliferation
and exert pressure on Israel
to heed the cal of inter-
national community, and by
joining NPT allow for the es-
tablishment of the Middle
East as a nuclear weapon
free zone.”

WHO:

zayeri here Saturday.
Meeting with

ported.

most successful.

tuberculosis.

meeting.

lran can be a model
for other countriesin
medical services

TEHRAN - Iran can be a model for other countries
in medical and hedlth care services, announced the Di-
rector for eastern Mediterranean region of the World
Health Organization (WHO) Hossein Abdul-Razaq Ja-

Iranian Minister of Health Mo-
hammad Farhadi, he added that WHO is willing to
cooperate with Iran in production of vaccines, IRNA re-

Jazayeri further said that among the three countries
which have achieved the best results in vaccine pro-
duction in the eastern Mediterranean region, Iran is the

He said that WHO is willing to cooperate with Iran
in its health training program.
The two officials discussed cooperation in combating

WHO's representative to Iran was also present in the

UK approves engine
saleto Iran

TEHRAN- The British
government has recently is-
sued a licence for the export
of an industrial engine to
Iran for civilian use despite
it technically breaches its

arms embargo, Foreign Of-
fice Minister Derek Fatchett
has reveaed.

In awritten reply to par-
liament Wednesday, he jus-
tified the export, saying that

Cubasegks|ran’s
expertiseinoil industry

TEHRAN - Labor Min-
ister Hossein Kamali told his
Cuban counterpart Salvador
Valdes Mesa that ex-
traterritorial laws passed by
the U.S. lack any lega basis
and political legitimacy.

Kamali said during sec-
ond round of his talks with
Mesa that naturally no in-
dependent country  which
cares for its people’s inter-
ests would ever accept a pol-
icy dictated by a country to
entire parts of the world.

He said that independent
countries can meet major por-
tion of their people’'s needs
by maintaining sound ec-
onomic relations with one an-
other. Calling for cooperation
among independent states to
secure mutual interests, Ka
mali said that relations should
be established in a way that
no party would suffer any
loss, rather, there should be
plans to meet public needs.

Mesa expressed hope that
Iran and Cuba would utilize
extensive areas available for
expansion of mutual coop-
eration.

He called on Iran to offer
its expertise in the area of oil
industry to his country and
said that Cubaisrichin oil re-
serves but has problems with
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their extraction and exploita-
tion. lran can have good
cooperation with Cuba in this
regard, added the Cuban of-
ficia. The two sides signed a
memorandum  of  under-
standing at the end of their
meeting on mutual coop-
eration to set up sdf-
employment centers, educa-
tional and vocational com-
plexes, smal industries, and
exchange of information and
experience in the labor health
and safety sectors.

Under the agreement Iran
is to implement occupation
related projects, send work-
force to Cuba and provide the
country with technical and en-
gineering services. It has also
called on Havanato provide it
with its valuable experiences
in the area of agriculture.

adthough the gas turbine
parts were developed from a
military engine, they were
“commonly used to drive
pumps and electrical gener-
ators,” IRNA reported from
London.

When broken down into
component form, Fatchett
admitted that a “very small
percentage are unchanged
from their original form and,
as military  components,
come within the scope of the
U.S. arms embargo.”

But he said the UK gov-
ernment was satisfied Iran
does not possess any aircraft
powered by the original mil-
itary engine and that the
“risk of the components be-
ing diverted to use by the
Iranian military isminimal.”

Iran is one of less than a
handful of countries subject
to a unilateral UK embargo
that includes not only mil-
itary but aso dual- use
equipment.

In his reply, Fatchett in-
sisted that Britain would
“not approve licences for
any equipment where there
is knowledge or reason to
suspect that it would go to a
military end-user to be used
for military purposes.”
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