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|ran expresses concern over
Ethiopia-Erithrea conflicts

TEHRAN - The Iranian Foreign Ministry Sunday voiced concern over | N
current confrontations between Ethiopia and Erithrea.

Spokesman of the Iranian Foreign Ministry Mahmoud Mohammadi said
the Islamic Republic would support every sincere effort for ending the con-
flict between the two nations and returning peace to the African region,

IRNA reported.

He hoped both countries would respect each other’s territoria integrity
and exercise self-restraint so that the present alarming situation in that part

of the world would end peacefully.

Rowhani:

T E R N

ETTELA'AT

T I O N

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

A L

Iran, Turkey relations play

key ro

in the entire region.

In a meeting with Turkish Ambassador to
Tehran Sencer Ozsoy, Rowhani, who is also
chairman of Magjlis Foreign Policy Commis-
sion expressed concern over Turkish military
activities in northern Iraq and Ankara-Tel
Aviv military cooperation, IRNA reported.

He said that the two countries were active
in the Organization of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) and the contact group during the
critical situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

He expressed hope that the two countries
cooperation will also help settle the crisisin

Kosovo.

M ohajer ani:

motion of
|ations.

einregional peace

TEHRAN - Majlis Vice-Speaker Hassan
Rowhani said here Sunday that Iran and Tur-
key are the two great 1slamic countries in the
region whose bilateral relations play a key
role in establishment of peace and stability

Underlining the need to further activate
the two countries joint economic and secur-
ity commissions, Rowhani called for pro-
Tehran-Ankara economic re-

The vice-speaker called for cooperation

ticular.

SOVO Crisis.

between the two countries parliamentsin all
fields, and between specialized commissions
and parliamentary friendship groups in par-

Referring to Iran and Turkey as two
friendly countries, the Turkish ambassador
called for expansion of bilateral ties.

He assured that Ankara-Tel Aviv coop-
eration will not be against the interests of any
regional country including the Islamic Re-
public of Iran. Ozsoy concluded by voicing
his country’s readiness to help settle the Ko-

| ranian press display
considerabl e growth

TEHRAN - Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Ataollah Mohgjerani,
said that the Iranian press
have registered a consid-
erable growth since the May
23 presidential elections.

He told the managers
and editoria board of Iran
Cultural and Press Institute
that the press today are di-
verse in terms of their out-
looks because “our people,
too, are diverse in terms of
their outlooks and have dif-
ferent demands,” IRNA re-
ported.

“our main task is to find
a common point for these di-
vergent opinions,” said the
minister adding the Iran In-
stitute has taken positive
stepsin this respect.

Mohgjerani said there are
signs here and there that
some hands are at work to
insinuate that President Mo-
hammad Khatami an his ad-
ministration are not sensitive
towards religious identity,
principles of revolution and
Islamic values.

He added that this at-
titude which is being raised
in the society repeatedly isa
cruelty perpetrated against
the president and his govern-
ment.

“Given the exalted
thoughts and characteristics
enjoyed by the president,
how can one raise such
charges against him,” asked
the minister.

It is not possible that one

person, using bad language,
claims to be advocate of rel-
igous idenity and revolu-
tion's values but one who
has thinks highly of Islam
and religious principlesis ac-
cused of being indifferent to-
wards |slamic idenitity.

He stressed that the print
media in genera and Iran

newspaper in  particular
shoulder a grave re
sponsibility towards this

treacherous senario in order
not to permit these unrea
outlooks to be transferred to
the society.

Mohajerani termed as an-
other conspiracy efforts to
weaken the achievements of
the presidential elections and
said such plots should be
countered through analyzing
and explaining the achieve-
ments of the massive turn-
out and the existing en-
thusiastic political and social
atmosphere.

As the Leader has re-
ferred to the May 23 pres-
idential election as an epic,
the achievements of the elec-
tions should not be permitted
to be influenced by wrong
judgements, he said.

Mohajerani referred to
public confidence as a big
asset for any newspaper say-
ing confidence is built grad-
ualy and its preservation is
more difficult than attaining
it. The minister criticized
certain  publications and
weeklies which take ad-
vantage of the existing free-

[K amali:
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|Samic nations must hoost
technical cooperation

TEHRAN - Minister of Labor and Social Affairs Huss-
ein Kamali said here Sunday that exchange of technical
know-how and economic cooperation among Islamic
countries will reduce their dependence on Western coun-
tries. Kamali told the Y emeni Ambassador to Tehran, Ab-
dullah Ali al-Razi, that expansion of technical cooperation
and increase in trade exchanges not only will help Muslim
states to meet their needs but will turn them into an ec-
onomic power at international level, IRNA reported.

Describing Tehran-San’ aties as favorable, he said giv-
en common cultural bonds, the two countries should boost
their technical and economic cooperation.

He cdled for implementation of the letter of under-
standing signed by the two countries during the visit to
Tehran of the Yemeni Labor Minister, Muhammad Mu-
hammad a-Tayyib, in March.

The ambassador handed over Al-Tayyib’s letter of in-
vitation to Kamali for avisit to Yemen.

D
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dom saying, the board seeing
over the press will in-
vestigate the case and coun-
ter those violating principles
and values.

Foreign Ministry:
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Saudi
trade
delegation
to vigit
Tehran

TEHRAN - A com-
mercial delegation from
Saudi Arabia, led by head
of commerce chambers of
Idlamic countries and Jed-
dah, is to arrive in Tehran
on Tuesday.

The visit is amed at
upgrading lran-Saudi re-
lations as well as making
arrangements for stream-
lining trade affairs among
Islamic countries.

Head of the delegation
Ismail Abudavoud is
scheduled to have taks
with some Iranian econom-
ic officials and visit a num-
ber of industria centers
during his stay in Iran,
IRNA reported.

Economic sources in
Saudi Arabia predicted that
the visit by Abudavoud,
who is among ranking ec-
onomic officials of Saudi
Arabia, would help
strengthen  bilateral  ec-
onomic and commercial
bonds and those among
other Muslim countries.
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Presence of Indian navy not for
joint military maneuver

TEHRAN - An informed source at the Foreign Ministry
said on Sunday that the presence of Indian navy shipsin the
Persian Gulf is merely part of pre-planned visits to some
countries of the Persian Gulf including Iran, and not for joint

military exercises.

The visit is taking place in the framework of a series of
friendly visits by Indian vessels which included not only Iran,
but also Saudi Arabia, Oman and Kuwait, the Foreign Min-
istry official said. The official said the coincidence of arrival
of the Indian vessels with the nuclear tests by India and Paki-

stanin May is accidental.

“Holding naval exercise with participation of several
states requires programming at least months ahead,” the of-
ficial said in reaction to areport in Indian dailies alleging that
Iran and India would hold joint naval exercise in the Persian

Gulf from June 9.

Y outh Seeking anew p

TEHRAN - A Mglis
deputy said that although
sixty percent of the popula-
tion consists of the youth, at
present no guild or non-guild
formation exists for them.

Mohammad Reza Milani
Husseini, Tabriz deputy, told
Iran News that in the past
twenty years the revolution
has put behind very turbulent
times which has fallen on the
shoulders of the youth.

Participation of the youth
in the last presidential elec-
tion proved that they are
seeking a new phenomenon.
It also demonstrates that
they are working hard.

“Their presence at the
polling booths showed that
the people sense a knot in

the problem of the youth,
and if we can solve this
problem, economic problems
will be solved too,” he con-
tinued.

Regarding factionalism
Husseini said, “our political
factions have changed their
essence, they are not what
they used to be.”

He said in countries un-
dergoing a revolution, in the
first stages a specia view-
point is necessary for the sta-
bilization of the revolution,
caled a revolutionary stance
which istotally justified.

“In order to establish the
values of the revolution, an-
other viewpoint must take
shape, caled the politica
viewpoint,” Husseini told the
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Pakistan, Sierra Leone review
health cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - The ambassadors of Pakistan and Sierra Leone to Iran held
separate talks with Iranian Health Minister Mohammad Farhadi on bilateral
health cooperation.

Javid Hussein of Pakistan voiced his country’s interest in developing
health cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

In a separate meeting with Sierra Leonean Ambassador to Iran Ms. Ha-
jieh Alari Kool, Farhadi said Iran is willing to send medicine and scientific
delegations to Sierra Leone and admit medical students from that country.

Tehran mayor termsall chargesas baseless’

TEHRAN - Tehran
Mayor Gholamhussein Kar-
baschi at the opening ses-
sion of his trial Sunday re-
jected al charges levelled
against him terming them as
“baseless’.

The session which was
held at branch 26 of special
court chaired by Mohseni
Ejel, declared Karbaschi’'s
charges as embezzlement of
RIs. 14.53 billion plus DiIrs.
90,000 as well as 60 full
size gold coins, 80 half size
gold coins, receiving bribes,
mismanagement of public
funds, illegitimate own-
ership of public properties
and fraud, IRNA reported.

Karbaschi is aso
charged with granting RIs.
250 million to two former
district mayors, Tag-
vamanesh and Tgeran, to
fund their election cam-
paigns at the fifth Majlis.
Both candidates failed to se-
cure votes to become Majlis
deputies.

The Tehran mayor is
also to respond to charges
for purchasing a building
worth Rls. 3,800 million for
‘Aftabgardan’ Institute and
misappropriation of public
properties.

Continuing with  the
charges, Mohseni read out
some memoranda from the
Interior Ministry calling on
the mayor to curb building
of towers and not to alow
conversion of wooded areas
to building sites.

He further enumerated
“earning revenues through
formation of compromise
commissions” and “lack of
proper management in the
municipality which de-
parting from laws, em-
barked on formation of oth-
er firms’ as other charges
agianst Karbaschi.

In his statements, Ejei
referred to Karbaschi as “he
suspended mayor of Teh-
ran.”

Karbaschi started his de-
fense with “I rgject al the
charges levelled against me
asmerelies.”

He aso rejected the
competence of the present
as wel as the previous

enomenan

daily.
“This is the stage of na-
tional interests. A political
approach to the world is nec-
essary, because the revolu-
tion’s values have been es
tablished,” he remarked.
“Therefore, according to
the orders of the Leader we
must avoid factionalism and
consider which groups act in
accordance with national and
Islamic interests and which
groups do not,” he said.
“Those who disrupt the

society’s tranquility, re-
gardless of the group to
which they belong, and

transform  differences  of
opinion into violence, act
against the nationa inter-
ests,” he concluded.

Permitsfor import, storage of
goods at Sirjan free of charge

KERMAN - Permits for
the import and storage of
goods and raw materials to
Sirjan economic zone (SEZ)
will be issued free of
charge, said Director Gener-
a of Sirjan SEZ Mo-

hammad Shahbakhsh.

He told IRNA that busi-
nessmen and owners of in-
dustries can store their im-
port goods, either for export
or on transit, for any period
of time in roofed or open

lran plansto export tyrethisyear

TEHRAN -  Production
of tyre in Iran reached
150,000 tons last year, while

the figure is expected to in-
crease to 190,000 tons this
year, three times as many as
the figure at the onset of the
First Five-Y ear Development
Plan, said Mahmoud Ed-
alatian, director genera of
the chemical and cellulosic
department of the Industries
Ministry Mahmoud Ed-
alatian.

He said that lack of prop-
er policies for import of tyre
last year caused domestic
factories not to be able to run
at their nominal capacity of
180,000 tons combined.
He called on the Central
Bank of Iran to provide tyre
manufacturing units  with
necessary credits for pro-
duction of tyre.

Edalatian said that his
ministry plans to export be-
tween 15 and 20 percent of
the country’s tyre output,
worth DlIrs 30 million, this
year.
He said the country will
be self-sufficient in tyre pro-
duction if severa related
projects are put into opera-
tion by the year end on
March 20, 1999.

Edalatian said the coun-
try’s eighth light and heavy
tyre  manufacturing units,
with a total capacity of
25,500 tons of tyre, is to be
put into operation in the
northeastern  province of
Khorasan.

Furtheremore, operations
are underway to set up a
25,000-ton tyre man-
ufacturing plant in Cha
harmahal-Bakhtiari Province
and a 13,000-ton factory in

Khuzestan Province, added
Edalatian.

He expressed hope that
the country’s tyre output will
exceed 290,000 tons by the
end of the Second Five-Y ear
Development  plan (1995-
1999), of which 230,000 tons
will  be consumed do-
mestically and rest exported.

Elsewhere in his re
marks, Edalatian said paper
and cardboard production
has increased to about
500,000 tons this year from
240,000 tons in 1994 and
80,000 tons in the  years
1978 and 1979.

Putting domestic demand
for paper at 700,000 tons at
present, Edalatian expressed
hope that paper production
would exceed 750,000 tons
yearly following commis-
sioning of five paper millsin
western parts of the country,

Maragheh (East Azarbaijan),
Karun, Hashtgerd and Kah-
rizak (Tehran) by 1999.

Moreover, he said that
300 million liters of motor
oil and lubricants were pro-
duced in the country last
year.
He said that market regu-
lation headquarters has is-
sued licence for export of
more than 20 million liters of
these products this year.

Edalatian said that a 31
percent growth was reg-
istered last year in the export
of goods produced by the
factories affiliated to the
Ministry of Industries.
Putting the value of goods
exported by the aforesaid
units at Dlrs 318 million, he
expressed hope that the fig-
ure would reach Dlrs 400
million this year.

storage areas of the zone.

Shahbakhsh said that
storage charges and in-
surance expenses arein lo-
cal currency, rial, while
railway transportation of
goods from Sirjan to Ban-
dar-Abbas and vice versa
is half the regular price.

Moreover, storage ex-
penses dropped by 25 per-
cent in the current Iranian
year (started March, 21)
compared to the previous
year, he added.

Thedirctor general fur-
ther said that international
transportaion  companies
which are cooperating
with Kerman Develop-
ment Organization are pre-
pared to transport goods
from various destinations
around the world directly
to Sirjan.

Shahbakhsh concluded
by saying that more than
100,000 square meters of
roofed area and over
400,000 square meters of
open storage space is
ready to be used at Sirjan
SEZ.

court, adding that the pre-
vious judge, Nomeiri, had
prejudged the mayor as “ cor-
rupt” and thus was doing his
best to bring a guilty verdict
against him.

He further rejected the
competence of Nomeiri on
the grounds that he lacked a
diplomain thejudicial field.

Mohseni disrupted Kar-
baschi statements, and re-
jected his allegation that
there was any preudice
against the suspended may-
or

But Karbaschi insisted
on the point, adding “the
case from the very beginning
was shaped assuming a
guilty verdict, and you being
the judge as well as the the
head of the specia judicia
complex is against the law.”

When asked by Ejei
to elabortae on his charge,
Karbaschi referred to a ban
on people holding two gov-
ernment jobs.

Turning to the treatment
he received during his 11-
day detention, Karbaschi
said that he was treated well
in sharp contrast with other
municipality officials which
he said had been mistreated
injail.

“All the confessions in
the case are obtained under
pressure,” he added.

Karbaschi also protested
the judge's decision during
his detention not to alow
any visits by hislawyer.

One of Karbaschi’'s law-
yers, Massood Haeri, pro-
tested to the judge for dis-
rupting Karbaschi's
Statements.

He further repeated his
clients charge that by hold-
ing various conflicting jobs,
Mohseni Ejei is not qualified
to preside over the case.

The judge then raised the
issue of a cash contribution
he said was made by the mu-
nicipality to the election
campaigns of two of the can-
didates for the fifth Magjlis.

Karbaschi responded by
saying that the account the
contributions were  with-
drawn from, was not that of
the municipality but was
rather the persona account

Ebtekar:

of some senior officials of
the municipality.

He further elaborated by
saying “the account, per au-
thorization by the City
Council, is used to disperse
bonuses to the managers at
the year end.”

Reiterating that the ac-
count was persona, Kar-
baschi said that details such
as when and how the funds
in the account were dis
persed did not concern the
municipality from legd
point of view.

However, he added, per
authorization from the inter-
ior minister, the mayor was
in position to make de-
cisons about the dis
persement of the fund in
form of grants or loans.

Mohseni  rejected the
suspended mayor’s explana-
tion, adding “the said ac-
count was not a personal ac-
count.”

When pressed to ac-
knowledge the payment of
some Rls. 250 million to the
then Majlis candidates, Tag-
vaManesh and Tajeran,
Karbaschi, said “yes, the
said people were municipal-
ity managers, and it was
normal for us to give loans
or grants to our managers.

“Rls. 200 million of the
said payment was in form of
loans and the balance wasin
form of grants which was
later paid back.”

Karbaschi ac-
knowledged that there were
no documents associated
with the alleged loans.

Responding to the
judge's statement that the
recipients of the funds had
said that the fund under dis-
pute was no loan and they
had no intention of repaying
it, Karbaschi said “we were
not obliged to collect the
money, just as on one occa
sion we covered the medical
bills of our managers
amounting to Rls. 200 mil-
lion.”

“Did you have the au-
thorization to use the ac-
count any way you deemed
necessary?’ the jugde asked.

Affirmative, Karbaschi
responded.

EPO rewards green

TEHRAN - Expansion
of green industries during
the third decade of the Is-
lamic Revolution is in-

dispensable, said Vice
President and head of the
Environment Protection Or-
ganization (EPO) Ma
soumeh Ebtekar.

Ebtekar said in an inter-
view that specidists of
such companies will intro-
duce and commend those
industries which contribute
to the living environment in
atwo day seminar in Par-
disan protected zone, start-
ing Saturday.

On future plans for
cleaning the living environ-
ment of the country special-
ly in highly polluted cities,
she told Iran News that due
to accelerated growth of
domestic industrial and de-
velopment projects, it was
necessary to rid the EPO of
its stagnant and marginal
role in various phases of
planning and policy mak-
ing. In order to vigorously
and efficiently protect the
living environment, EPO
must achieve its legal power
and strength and guide the
development process into a
right channel. This led to
many changes and amend-
ments in the policies, tar-
gets and management struc-
ture of the organization, she
said.

Departments of educa-
tion, planning and training
as well as public participa-
tion and planning bureaus
have been established. Also
the department of natural re-
sources has expanded its op-
erations, and a series of
changes were made in
EPO’'s structure and or-
ganizational chart as well
as in the administrative ma-
chinery. The productivity of
the organization has aso
been raised, she said.

On the extent of the
EPO's participation in the
Third Five-Year Develop-
ment Plan, she said that one

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

of the important steps taken
by EPO was to launch its na-
tional determination master
plan for  protection of the
living environment, where
100 experts have worked for
aperiod of nine months, Eb-
tekar said.

This is an exceptional
work plan which is divided
into 9 chapters and will
pave the way for the imple-
mentation of the third plan.

“We do not alocate a
separate budget for the living
environment  projects be-
cause environmental issues
are part of the development
process and each develop-
ment project and factory
must set up a budget for the
evauation of environmental
issues and compliance with
the related regulations.

The master plan covers
important topics such as wa-
ter pollution, oil erosion, air
pollution, forests, range-
lands; educational programs
aimed at the preservation of
the living environment, and
public participation in such
ventures .

An extensive campaign
is under way to solicit sup-
port of the public and non-
governmental  organizations
in matters related to the liv-
ing environment, she added.

“We are aso trying in
conjunction with the high
council of youth, to promote
alove of green space among
our youth,” she continued.

As for protection of the
Persian Gulf, Ebtekar said
that some good measures

Mohseni then raised the
issue of some Rls. 2.6 billion
contributed to the Majlis
election campaigns of can-
didates fielded by ‘Kar-
gozaran’ (sevents of con-
struction), which constitute
another charge against Kar-
baschi.

Karbasachi said that the
contribution was in form of a
loan which he said was paid
off including interest within
a 15 month period.

Kargozaran, formed by
some senior executives of
the former President Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani’s ad-
ministration, supported the
candidacy of Mohammad
Khatami in last year's pres-
idential election.

Karbaschi however ac-
knowledged that there were
no documents associated
with the payments. He fur-
ther charged that the court is
raising the issue to politicize
the case.

The next charge raised
by the judge, was the issue
of aRls. 200 million deposit
in the suspended mayor’s ac-
count which Mohseni said
was made from a joint ac-
count belonging to Or-
umiyeh municipality.

Karbaschi said that the
interest free loan was actual-
ly made by the Interior Min-
istry to him. The term of the
loan was extended to four
years which has not expired
yet, he added.

The purchase of a build-
ing by the municipality,
which was eventually trans-
ferred to the ‘Aftabgardan’
Cultural Institution was
next raised by the judge.

Karbaschi explained that
the municipality purchased
the building for RIs. 3,320
million and then charged the
cultural institution RIs. 3,400
million for it. Aftabgardan
Ingtitute has fully pad off
the amount to the municipal-
ity, he said.

He further drew dis
tinctions between the in-
stitute and the children’s
paper by the same name,
which he manages.

The next court session is
scheduled for Thursday.

ndustries

were adopted and by closely
working with the regional
organization or protection
of marine environment
which consists of Persian
Gulf littoral states, several
training workshops were
conducted and steps were
taken to concluded proto-
cols for transportation of
industrial  and dangerous
waste in the Persian Gulf.

With regard to the Cas-
pian Sea, she said that a
close operation has been
launched between its littoral
states with the international
environment protection or-
ganizations to safeguard the
sea in the most effective
way possible.

“We have called on the
littoral states to devise a
convention for the Caspian
Sea's living environment
and have set up a series of
standards for that sea which
the littoral states are bound
to implement,” she said.

In reply to the recent
atomic bomb tests, she said
that from the environmental
point of view, these tests
may have unpleasant and
detreimental impacts. The
fact is that living environ-
ment agencies including
greenspeace are very sen-
sitive and concerned about
such dangerous activities.

With regard to the pollu-
tion in Tehran, she said that
air pollution executive com-
missions have been es
tablished in Tehran as well
asin the centers of big prov-
inces.
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