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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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Tehran willing to expand

ties with Bonn

TEHRAN - Iran’s new Ambassador to Bonn Ahmad Azizi in a meeting
with German President Roman Herzog voiced Iran’s willingness to expand

bilateral relations on the basis of mutual respects.

During the meeting held at the presidential palace in Bonn on Monday,

Aziz submitted his credentials, IRNA reported.

The German president in reply expressed hope that Tehran and Bonn by
leaving behind the past hard period would further develop mutual tiesin an
atmosphere free from tension.

Khatami:
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Iran’srelationswith regional
countries developing fast

TEHRAN - Iran's Pres-
ident Mohamma Khatami
at the meeting with the fa-
mous Muslim thinker Qar-
zavi said here Monday “we
extend the hand of cordiality
and cooperation with all
countries based on mutual
respect.”

President Khatami ex-
pressed pleasure over the
swiftly expanding relations
with the countries of the re-
gion and friendly nations in
the Muslim world, IRNA re-
ported.

Referring to the rec-
ognized rights of the Mus-
lims both Shiite and Sunni,
the president stated that “we
have the duty and re
sponsibility towards the re-
ligious minorities.

“If there happens to be
any problem for the common
people be they Shiite or

Sunni denominations, it is
the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to take appropriate
measure to resolve it.”

Khatami also the current
chairman of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Conference
(OIC) said, “al Arabs, Mus-
lims and freedom lovers
should cooperate closely to
defend the legitimate rights
of the oppressed Palestinian
refugees.”

Pointing to the endeavors
of Muslim thinkers and phi-
losophers, the president stat-
ed “heavy responsibility is
being shouldered by the
philanthropic scholars,” add-
ing that “if we happen to go
back to our root, it does not
mean we want to stall and
dwell in the past but it is
done for our identity.”

“The root of our identity
is, of course, in divine rev-

Foreign Ministry spokesman:

elations, which is affected by
neither time nor place factor
due to the fact that the con-
cepts of divine revelations
are eternal,” said the pres-
ident.

Khatami  then  pro-
pounded “the effective way
to defend Islam would be to
show that 1slam prevails not
only on the individua front
but on the social arena as
well for the visuaization of
its humanitarian generosity
and humane dignity and hon-
or.”

“Muslim thinkers and
philosophers should innately
believe it and show proper
discretion on the time factor
in such matters to be able to
play poineering and excep-
tional role,” Khatami said.

“Idlamic government is a
fortress for al the different
schools of thought, and that

the duty goes beyond de-
fending a particular de-
nomination,” said the pres-
ident.

“Our responsibility is to
defend the essence of Islam
and philanthropic generos-
ity,” Khatami highlighted.

“In an Idamic govern-
ment, even the non-Muslim
has dignity and honor and
rights and that the establish-
ment of an Islamic govern-
ment is not only for the Mus-
lims but for the mankind as
well so that all can derive
full benefit from their in-
dividua rights” the pres
ident said.

Referring to the enemy
stratagem, the president said,
“we should not alow the en-
emy to reap the benefit of
the differences, and differing
outlooks as a conseguence of
natural environments  and

Strengthening NPT best meansto guar antee global peace

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Mahmoud Mo-
hammadi in New York Monday cat-
egorically rejected a baseless clam by
the Zionist circles saying that Iran has
asked Pekistan to transfer its nuclear

technology to Iran.

Saying that the Islamic Republic of
Iran basically does not need such pro-
grams, Mohammadi pointed out that
Iran has advised India and Pakistan not
to involve themselves in nuclear test
races, IRNA reported from New Y ork.

“The term Islamic bomb in Zionist
recent propaganda machinery against
Muslim nations is merely a baseless
and false propaganda conspiracy,” said

the Iranian spokesman.

gerous nuclear

as.”

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman
said that such a justification at the
sametime, is meant to procrastinate su-
pervision by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) of its nuclear
installations and the signing the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

The spokesman then specified that
Iran believes in the strengthening of
NPT without any discrimination in-
clusive of nuclear states and the Zion-
ist regime, as the best way to guarantee

Mohammadi went on to say that
“the goa behind the Zionist regime's
propaganda game is to justify its dan-
capability and its
ever growing stock of nuclear arsen-

the glogal peace.

“The Idlamic Republic of Iran has
always stressed that the South Asian re-
gions and the Middle East eventually
be non-nuclear zones.

Meanwhile, Mohammadi severely

Majlis soon invites
government for joint session

TEHRAN - A member
of the presiding board of
Majlis here on Sunday pre-
sented a report to Majlis
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateg-
Nouri on the performance of
Majlis regarding President
Mohammad Khatami’s ad-
ministration, and further an-
nounced that the Cabinet
ministers will soon be in-
vited to a joint session with
Majlis in an effort to forge
closer  Majlis-government

cooperation.

Omidvar Rezagl said in
his report that cooperation
between Majlis and govern-
ment started with the speak-
er's message of congratula-
tions to President Khatami
prior to the final counting of
votes in presidential elec-
tion, IRNA reported.

Moreover, he stated, the
overwhelming vote of con-
fidence of  deputies for the
proposed members of Pres-

1980s.

2000.

warships.

the freedom of commerce.

military actions’

" World Court grantsiran)
extension toreply to U.S.
counter-claims

TEHRAN - At Iran’'s request, the International Court
of Justice in the Hague has extended the time-limit by
three months to file a reply to U.S. counter-claims sur-
rounding damages to Iranian oil platforms during the

The ruling was made by the Vice-President of the
court, Judge Christopher Weeramantry on May 26 and
followed the U.S. consenting to Iran’s request, providing
a similar extension was allowed for filing a rejoinder,
IRNA reporetd from London.

The new order pushes back Iran’s filing deadline for a
reply to December 10 from September 10 and likewise
the time for the U.S. rejoinder by three months to May 23,
dates back nearly six years to
when Iran first filed an application instituting proceedings
against the United States with respect to the destruction of
three Iranian oil platforms in 1987 and 1988 by American

The case already

The initial U.S. reaction was to claim that the Hague-
based court had no jurisdiction, but this was rejected after
aora hearingin 1996 on the basis that the destruction of
oil platforms was capable of having an adverse effect on

The next U.S. ploy was to file a counter-claim for the
court to adjust reparations against Iran for “engaging in
during its war against Iraq that were
\detrimental and dangerousto maritime commerce.

)

Cyprus to host major Intl.
conference on lranian oil

TEHRAN - An inter-
national conference on the
Iranian oil and gas will be
held in mid-September in Ni-
cosia, Cyprus.

Organized by the Lon-
don-based firm SMI and
sponsored by British Petrole-
um, the 2-day magjor inter-
national event will examine
opportunities in lranian ail,
gas and petrochemicals with-
in restrictions enforced by
the U.S. sanctions, IRNA re-
ported from Athens.

The conference is aso
supported by the Financial

Times and the Nationa Ira
nian Oil Company (NIOC).

Top officials and energy
experts from the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the West-
ern world are to address the
meeting on a number of is-
sues linked with sanctions,
investment opportunities and
current projectsin Iran.

According to an an-
nouncement by SMI, the Ni-
cosia event is a unique op-
portunity to meet the major
players in the fast de
veloping Iranian il and gas
market.

ident Khatami’ s Cabinet and
approval of 90 percent of
government bills are further
evidences of such coop-
eration.

The report further point-
ed to the readiness an-
nounced by the Malis
speaker, the presiding board
and deputies to assist the
government to better serve
the people.

Comparing the per-
formance of Khatami’'s ad-
ministration in the past 10
months with that of Raf-
sanjani’s in the last 10
months of his presidency,
the report said the present
administration has received
less notifications from Magj-
lis but more votesin favor.

It further added that dur-
ing Rafsanjani’s first and
second terms in office one
minister was censured and
one failed to receive vote of
confidence while President
Khatami’s Cabinet has so
far neither  been censured
nor lost any vote of con-
fidence.

refuted a Reuter’ s report quoting an Al-
gerian daily that the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the European Union have
reviewed the Algerian crisis. The Ira
nian Foreign Ministry spokesman stat-
ed that no exchange of views have
been conducted in relation to the Alger-
ian internal complications in their talks
and that the Islamic Republic of Iran
has unceasingly announced its stance
that it is against any kind terroristic
measures around the world.

factor.”

Qarzavi inreply said the
enemies are trying to sow
seeds of dissenssion through
their propaganda machine by
inappropriately  portraying
the profile of Islam as a se-
rious threat to the stability,
security and peace in the
world.

The Muslim thinker then
said, “Islam not only isnot a
threat to the stability and se-
curity of the world, but in
fact, it is a harbinger of
peace, tranquility, freedom
and advocate of human dig-
nity and honor.”

[ran urges O

TEHRAN - OPEC mem-
bers are required to adopt
common strategy to protect
environment and campaign
against levying tax on oil
imports by the oil con-
suming states, Iranian Qil
Ministry  official Hossein
Kazempour Ardebili said on
Monday. Addressing a con-
ference on the prospects of
the Organization of Petrole-
um Exporting Countries
(OPEC), he said the Islamic
Republic of Iran has put for-
ward the proposal to set up
“OPEC bank” to finance
OPEC members and help
them develop their oil re-
serves, IRNA reported.

Ardebili said though
some believe the OPEC-
determined system to  fix
prices and qoutas is out of
date, but, the members
should have effective coop-

Iran, Saudi Arabia
discuss cooperation
N construction area

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Ambassador to Riyadh Mo-
hammad Reza Nouri Shahroodi conferred on Monday
with Saudi Arabian Minister of Public Works and Hous-
ing Prince Mutaib ibn Abd al-Aziz on issues of mutual

interests.

According to information and press bureau of the
Foreign Ministry, the Iranian ambassador invited the
Saudi minister on behalf of his Iranian Minister of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Abdolali Zadeh to pay an
official visit to Tehran, IRNA reported.

Heighlighting the latest achivements made by Iranin
the areas of construction materials, Shahroodi said that
there are a large number of experts and necessary tech-
nology in Iran for construction of sky scrapers, towers,
bridges, tunnels, dams and silos.

He said rich Islamic architecture is used in Iran for

construction of buildings.

Accepting the invitation to visit Tehran, the Saudi
minister referred to the amicable relations between the

two countries.

The Saudi minister said that foreign hands can be
seen in any dispute arising between the Islamic states.

There should never exist a real difference among
Muslim states which believe in the Holy Quran, Islam,
and Kaaba, he said, adding that the future of Iran-Saudi
Arabia relations should be based on mutua interests,
prudence, cooperation and foresightedness.

The Saudi prince also expressed hope that the Ira-
nian and Saudi ministries of housing would launch ex-

tensive cooperation.

|ran’s exclusive exhibit
In Shanghai, fruitful

TEHRAN - Iran’s Con-
sul Genera to Shanghai,
southern China, Ahmad Ma-
soumifar said the Iranian ex-
clusive exhibition in the Chi-
nese port city has been
fruitful.

Iran’sfirst ever trade and
industrial  exhibition was
held in Shanghai from May
27-31.

Masoumifar told IRNA
that a number of Iranian
companies which had par-
ticipated in the exhibition
succeeded in signing various
agreements with  Chinese
companies.

The agreements reached

between Chinese and Ira-
nian companies dealt with
export of lranian goods in-
cluding handicrafts, chem-
ical materials, leather, steel,
and foodstuff to China, he
said.

Meanwhile, some Ira-
nian companies inked agree-
ments on joint investment
and establishment of repre-
sentative offices in Shang-
hai, Masoumifar noted.

Presence of Iranian com-
panies in international ex-
hibitionsin Shanghai will be
effective in finding way for
Iranian products in Chinese
market, he concluded.

P

Italian prime minister:

Iran crowned asworld
students wrestling champion

TEHRAN - Iranian varsity students, bagging six gold medals and scoring
72 points, won championship of the third international free-style wrestling
contests of university studnets in Ankara.

Turkey ranked second with 62 points and Russia third with 52 in the con-
tests which started at Ataturk stadium last Monday.

Wrestlers from 21 countries including Iran, Belarus, Georgia, France,
Croatia, Canada, Japan, Armenia, Russia, Poland, Mexico, Estonia, Brazil,
the U.S., Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Lithuania, Mongolia, Finland and Sweden
competed in the tournament.

N

lran plays a significant
rolein Middle East

TEHRAN - The fostering of deep
ties and dialog between two ancient
civilizations of Iran and Italy were
stressed at  the meeting in New York
Monday morning between
Prime Minister Romano Prodi and
Iran’s Foreign Minister Kama Khar-

razi.

On the sidelines of the specia
twentieth session of the United Nations
General Assembly on a new global
strategy aimed at eradicating illicit
drug crops, the Italian prime minister
said Iran plays a significant role in the
Middle East region and that Italy gave
specia significance to a dialog between
reported from

civilizations,” [IRNA

New York.

A\

eration to determine the two
parameters of price and pro-
duction level.

“The question is how we
should deal with the oil com-
paniesin light of their grow-
ing presence in the OPEC
member states if we did not
follow the pricing and qouta
mechanism,” Ardebili said.

He said sharing the qouta
with the oil companies
would decrease the profit of
the producing nations.

Ardebili said OPEC's
failure liesin the weak inter-
national relations  among
the member states. When the
OPEC states are not after a

TEHRAN - The second
gathering of South West
Asian Posta Union (SWA-
PU) started work here Mon-
day with participation of
representatives  from  Uni-
versal Postal Union (UPU)
and South West Asian coun-
tries.

Addressing the opening
session of the five-day semi-
nar, the Minister of Post,
Telephone and Telegraph
(PTT), Mohammad Reza
Aref, touched on the cur-
rent reforms in the world's
postal network and
briefed the participants on
the meausres taken by Iran’s
PTT Ministry to reform and
imporve national postal ser-
vices, IRNA reported.

Despite these measures,
unfortunately, the postal ser-

Prodi went on to say that “bilateral
relations between Iran and Italy should

PECto adopt common strateqy

Italian

common objective they are
more like competitors rathen
than partners so they com-
pete in attracting investment
and boosting their own pro-
duction capacity, he said.

He said the ranking with-
in the OPEC is not im-
portant, but the states with
excessive production have
deteriorating impact on the
OPEC.

“The Ilamic Republic of
Iran welcomes the decision
made by Saudi Arabia and
Venezuela in Riyadh in
March to cut their oil out-

put by 1.5 million bpd which
raised the oil prices by Dlrs.

Tenran hosts SWAPU gathering

vices have had insufficient
growth rate, he said, adding
the PTT Ministry is trying
to reach desirable levels of
service.

He cadled on the de
veloping countries to take
into account their local
conditions when trying to
improve postal services thus
keeping pace with inter-
national developments.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran, realizing the current re-
form trend  in the inter-
natioal posta system, has
started work to improve its
own postal services, he add-
ed. Aref said that coop-
eration between postal net-
works and research and
scientific centers has helped
Iran with this endeavor.

Dismissing the idea that

Cabinet approves
agreements with
Mozambique, Macedonia

TEHRAN - The Cabinet
here sunday afternoon ap-

provedthe agreement for cul-
tural, scientific and educa-
tion cooperation between

Iran and Mozambique.
The agreement on land

transportation between Iran
and Macedonia was among
other approvals of the min-
isters.

The Cabinet also ratified
the articles of association of
the Library of Science and
Technology.

Neka pipeline tender released

TEHRAN - Oil company
executives were reported
Monday to be queuing up to
purchase the tender docu-
ments for the most in-
expensive project plans to al-
low the export of up to
370,000 barrels per day of
Caspian crude oil through a
swap arrangement  with
Iran.

The Times newspaper
suggested that interest in the
DlIrs. 400 million project for
a 392 kms pipeline from the
Caspian Sea to Tehran, to-
gether with refinery mod-
ifications, “will increase
pressure on  Washington to
moderate  its  aggressive

Iran’ stourist attractions introduced on Thal TV

TEHRAN - Thais got
acquainted with Iran’'s tour-
ist attactions last week via
programs on the country’s
various TV networks
which featured interviews
with Iran’s Ambassador to
Thailand, Ramin Mehman-
Parast. Taking with the TV
networks, the ambassador
also spoke about the current
trend of Tehran-Bangkok re-

lations as well as the recent
political, economic and so-
cia developments in Iran,
IRNA reported from Kuaa
Lumpur. Touching on the
cultural characteristics of the
two countries, Mehman-
Parast said that to help the
two nations get acquainted
with each other, it is nec-
cessary to exchange tourists
and hold art and cultura

exhibitions. The recent ira-
nian food festival in Thai-
land was received warmly
by the Tha people. It has
prepared the ground for at-
traction of more Thai tour-
ists to the Islamic Republic
of lran.

stance on investment in
Iran,” IRNA reported from
London.

Prospective  contractors
have the opportunity to pur-
chase the tender documents
for DIrs. 2,000 between June
8 and June 18. Site visits
are also being offered before
evaluation in September and
the  project’'s commence-
ment the following month.

Iran’s Deputy Oil Min-
ister for Caspian Affairs, Ali
Majedi, said at a presentation
in London last week that the
Nationd Iranian Oil Com-
pany aready had adequate
swap agreements with Ka
zakhstan and two oil pro-
ducers in Turkmenistan to
“recover the costs of the in-
vestment within 5 years.”

The project is to be com-
pleted by 2001 in time to
meet the existing commit-
ment to transfer 120,000 bpd
of Caspian crude and for an
equivalent volume to be col-
lected from Kharg island in
the Persian Gulf for export.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

Interest in tendering has
been shown from some 100
foreign executives attending
presentations of the project
in London and Tehran,
that included such oil mgjors
as British Petroleum, An-
glo-Dutch Shell and Eni of
ltay as well as American
companies  disallowed by
U.S. laws from competing.

The pipeline project is
the first of three-phased Ira-
nian plans  for the transfer
of up to 1.6 mbpd of crude
oil from the landlocked
Cagspian states.

be based on the deep roots of civiliza-
tion and culture of the two nations.”

The Itdian prime minister ex-
pressed pleasure over his imminent
officia visit to the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Kharrazi welcomed
cooperation and exchange of views on
the issues at regiona and international
level besides recent developments in
matters of bilateral relations between
Italy and Iran.

The two sides aso reviewed the is-
sues of disarmament conference in Ge-
neva and the latest nuclear tests con-
ducted in India and Pakistan.

The two sides called on the world
community to take effective measures
in the direction of the endorsement of
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) for en-
suring peace and stability in the word.

bilateral

15 per barrel,” Ardebili
said.

The accord reached in
Amsterdam between Saudi
Arabia, Venezuela and non-
OPEC Mexico on June 4 to
cut the total output of the trio
by 450,000 bpd fell short of
significant impact on the oil
market, he said.

“The OPEC members
have no excessive pro-
duction, they are required to
modify their lega system
concerning the oil industry
to attract  investment and
develop their oil fields to
meet the growing demand in
future,” he said.

electronic mail, telephone
and fax are rivals for regu-
lar mail, he said that these
devices can even increase
mail traffic.

Tajik
Par llament
supports
development
of relations
with Iran

TEHRAN - Spesker of
Tajik Parliament Safar-Ali
Rajabev said on Monday
the Tgjik Parliament sup-
ports development of re-
lations with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran especially in
economic areas.

In a meeting with lIra-
nian Ambassador to Tajiki-
stan Rasul Mousavi, Raj-
abev said the two countries
have massive grounds for
cooperation and Tajikistan
is willing to develop in-
dustrial cooperation with
Iran, IRNA reported from
Dushanbe.

He said the Tgjik Par-
liament is ready to pass
regulations to facilitate
setting up of joint in-
dustrial plants in the re-
public. Mousavi voiced
Iran’s readiness to carry
out the accord aready
reached between Tehran
and Dushanbe and called
for promotion of parlia-
mentary relations between
the two countries.

He said the ISamic Re-
public of Iran supports the
activity of the Tajik rec-
onciliation commission in
charge of settling the dis-
pute between the govern-
ment and the opposition
over political parties.

The ambassador said
Iran backs the peace pro-
cess in Tagikistan and
urged the two parties to ac-
celerate their peace efforts.
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