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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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|ran crowned as Asia-Pacific
wrestling club champion

TEHRAN - The Iranian wrestling team has won the Asia-Pacific club

championship of Greco-Roman wrestling.

The Iranian team won the championship of the tournament held in Ma-

nila, on the strength of nine gold medals.

Japan and the Phillippines ranked second and third, respectively.
Three teams from the host country, as well as teams from Iran, Thailand,
Japan, Taiwan, Vietnam, India and New Zealand took part in the tourna-

ment.

U.N. chief:
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lran’s contribution to regional,
Intl. peace commendable

TEHRAN - U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan Tuesday
praised Iran’'s contribution to international peace and secur-
ity.

Annan made the remark in ameeting with Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi who is currently here to attend the
U.N. specia conference on drugs.

The two sides discussed key international and regional
developments, the recent nuclear tests carried out by Indiaand
Pakistan in particular, as well as fight against narcotics and
Iran-U.N. cooperation.

Annan said Iran has fully cooperated with U.N. on Af-
ghanistan, Tajikistan and human rights issues and has taken
effective steps to fight against illicit drugs, IRNA reported
from New Y ork.

Turning to the positive views of Indian and Pakistani of-
ficials on easing tension and avoiding further nuclear tests,
Kharrazi said a more active role by the secertary general in
talks between thetwo sideswill be fruitful.

The Iranian foreign minister underlined importance of the
formation of a group comprising nuclear and non-nuclear
countries to find a solution to ease tention and prevent prolife-
ration of nuclear arms.

Kharrazi aso underscored the need for a Middle East free
from weapons of mass destruction.

Kharrazi told the 20th special session of the U.N. General
Assembly on Tuesday that one of the most pressing chal-
lenges that the international community faces on the thresh-
old of the 21th century is drug abuse and illicit production of
and trafficking in drugs.

He told the session that Iran is a party to al international
drug control tredties, the latter of which was ratified last
month by the Iranian Parliament. Kharrazi said Iran, due to its
geographical position, is seriously suffering from the spill-
over of trangit traffic, adding that Iran is spending annually
Dlrs 400 million at national level to control drug transit and
trafficking into and through Iran and another DIrs 400 million

EU set for fresn talks with Iran late June

TEHRAN - EU foreign
ministers  said in Lux-
embourg on Monday that

the European states toward
the cultura values of the
Muslim world, in addition to

Affairs Council meeting in Unlike  the  much-
Brussels Monday, the min- discredited  ‘critical di-
isters said that they wel- aogue’ discussions with

Iran are to include issues of

is spent annually on demand reduction programs including
treatment, rehabilitation and social reintegration of addicts.

Kharazzi also remarked that in daily battles against drug
trafickers, many of Iranian law enforcement personnel have
been martyred, numbering 2,356 in the past 18 years.

He said that one of the most important concerns of all
states of the region and to the international community is the
critical issue of illicit cultivation of poppy and drug pro-
duction in Afghanistan. He said, “my delegation is of the
opinion that the internationd community has the re-
sponsibility to put an end to the current bloodshed and should
try to seek for political stability, national consensus and com-
mitments in Aafghanistan to bring the alarming drug issue un-
der control.”

Kharrazi said that Iran encourages the U.N. Drug Control
Program (UNDCP) to continue its efforts in controlling and
curbing illicit supply through regional cooperation. He ex-
pressed satisfaction over an agreement signed by UNDCP to
establish a central coordination unit in the Economic  Coop-
eration Organization within the ECO secretariat in Tehran,
adding that ECO can play an important role in stimulating ac-
tion against illicit drug trafficking in the region.

He reiterated Irnaian government’s determination to con-
tinue its combat against the illicit drug traficking but stressed
that evidently no country could win this fight on its own and
international coopertion is a key requisite for any successful
plan of action.

they would start fresh talks
with the Islamic Republic of
Iran this month.

Observers said the future
discussion between Iran and
the EU will include issues
consistent with the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) currently chaired
by the Islamic Republic of

the Iran-EU cooperation in
political, economic and cul-
turad grounds, IRNA re-
ported from London.
European Union foreign
ministers say that they look
forward to starting soon a
“substantive  and  com-
prehensive dialog with
Iran in a spirit of increased

Iran, status of Muslims in
Europe and the approach of

Morocco, [ran
discuss upgrading
bilateral ties

TEHRAN - A member of the presiding board of the Ira
nian Parliament (Majlis) Mohammad Reza Mavalizadeh dis-
cussed bilateral parliamentary ties with the Speaker of the
Moroccan Parliament, Abdulvahed Radhi in Rabat Monday .

Mavalizadeh also conveyed the verbal message of Iranian
Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar Nateg-Nouri to Radhi, inviting him
to pay an official visit to Iran, IRNA reported from Paris.

Accepting the invitation, Radhi expressed his country’s
readiness to expand mutual parliamentary relations and es-
tablish a parliamentary friendship group between the two
countries.

The two sides aso explored avenues for parliamentary
cooperation among the Islamic countries.

In another development, in a meeting in New York be-
tween Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi and Prime
Minister of Morocco Abder-Rahman Y oussoufi, the two
sides stressed exchange of views and cooperation between
the two countries within the framework of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference (OIC) and the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM).

The two sides also stressed consultations and cooperation
among Muslim states through international forums in an ef-
fort to make the Middle East free from weapons of mass de-
struction.

Kharrazi said Iran follows up developments in the world
of Islam with keen interest.

Kharrazi welcomed holding of the third meeting of Teh-
ran-Rabat joint commission as a step serving promotion of bi-
lateral ties.

Youssoufi for his part said that the last December OIC
summit in Tehran and Iran’s chairmanship of the organization
has forged closer cooperation among Muslim states.

He said Morocco is after promotion of political, cultural
and economic ties with Iran, stressing that Tehran and Rabat
must explore fresh avenuesin their relations

THE HISTORY OF PERSIAN RUGS:

The artistry of Persian Rugs accentuates the history that pre-
cedes their rare beauty. Each piece is hand woven and elegantly ex-
presses historical characters, literature and the culture of ancient
Persia since the creation of the first Persian Rug, some thousands of
years ago. Other countries attempt to imitate this art and market
their rugs using names such as Iranian cities and traditional Iranian
designs. However, they lack the cultural knowledge and the genuine
quality that is the foundation for creating such a treasured mas-
terpiece.

Through time Persian rugs have become eminently and inter-
nationally renowned. Today, antique Persian Rugs are most valuable
for their enchanting beauty. Rare pieces can be found displayed in
museums, palaces, homes, etc. with many others bought and sold in
antique shows to collectors from all around the world especially
North Americafor great value.

There are about 8 million Iranian men and women who make a
living through the rug industry daily (child labour in Iran is illegal
and prohibited). The Iranian and the U.S. governments have recently
expressed support for cultural trade between the two countries. We
hope the President of the United States will move to abolish the em-
bargo placed upon the buying and selling of Persian Rugs, in respect
to the relationship between these two nations and the cultural tradi-
tion of thisart.

We cordialy invite al to visit our warehouse and showrooms to
discover the finest selection of hand-knotted Persian Rugs. We are
committed to and strongly believe in educating our clients and other
individuals on the ancient process utilized in creating such dis-
tinctive pieces. This ancient artistry ensures the quality of each
piece and encompasses the entire Persian Rug tradition.
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international cooperation.”
At the monthly General

comed the first meeting of
resumed dialoguein Brus-
sels between Iran and the EU
Troika at regional di-
rector level on May 19.

They noted the “positive
and constructive discussion
which took place on this
occasion” and expressed
hope that it represented the
beginning of a more com-
prehensive dialogue fol-
lowing March’'s decision for
afresh approach.

The British Foreign Of-
fice Tuesday was unable to
confirm reports  that senior
EU officials would be trav-
eling to Iran around June 20
for substantive talks on an
agenda agreed at the first
meeting.

However, the visit is ex-
pected to take place before
the end of June, when EU
foreign ministers are again
due to consider further steps
in improving relations with
Iran, according to the pro-
visional agenda.

kuwaiti minister:

kuwalit ready to expand

mutual interest, like econom-
ic cooperation, technology,
energy, combating drugs, en-
vironment concerns and re-
gional problems.

Meanwhile, an informed
source at thelranian Foreign
Ministry on Tuesday wel-
comed the decision made by
foreign ministers of Eu-
ropean Union in Lux-
embourg.

In light of the EU bid to
shift its former stand adopted
as a result of unfounded
charges, Iran will consider
the decision and will an-
nounce its views on the time
and level of the negotiators,
hetold IRNA.

The Foreign Ministry of-
ficial said Iran would an-
nounce views on the agenda
of the talks. the subjects of
the fresh talks will be differ-
ent from the former ones of
which the European Union
would be informed in ad-
vance, he said.

ties with Iran

TEHRAN - Visiting Ku-
waiti Minister of the Interior
Sheikh Mohammah Khalid
al-Ahmad as-Sabah told his
Iranian counterpart on Tues-
day that considering Iran's
good will, Kuwait is inter-
ested in binding any kind of
bilateral agreement and hav-
ing cooperation with Tehran
in all available fields of com-
mon interest.

He said that some 62,000
Iranians are presently living
in Kuwait and he is charged
by the leader of his country
to provide facilities for
their living in that country.

He said that before Iragi

Western oll
firms prepare for
returnto Iran

TEHRAN - Western oil
firms are pressing to re-open
representative offices in Iran
as the Islamic Republic pre-
paresto open up its strategic
oil and gas sector to foreign
investment, said  a report
published in the Middle East
Times weekly (MET).

British Petroleum PLC,
France's EIf Aquitaine, Aus-
tralia's Broken Hill PTY Co.
Ltd. (BHP) and Russids
Gazprom are the latest
firms aiming to move back to
Tehran, said MET which is
owned by an American or-
gansation but published from
Cairo, Egypt, IRNA reported
from Athens.

“These companies want
to become very active in
Iran,” the English-language
weekly quoted a source at
the state-owned Nationa
Iranian Qil Company
(NIOC) saying.

Iran’s upcoming offer of
a series of oil and gas de-
velopment  projects worth
billions of dollars at an un-
precedented seminar in
London on 1-3 July is seen
as a mgjor factor behind re-
newed interest in Iran as an
important oil play, stressed
the weekly.

invasion, some 40,000 Ira-
nians were living in Kuwait.
He called resident Ira-
nians in Kuwait as peace-
loving and devoted Muslim
people.

The Kuwaiti minister in
the meeting called for coop-
eration with Iran in re-
moving problems in transit
of people and goods and also
traficking of goods and
drugs on the frontier.

Iranian Interior Minister
Abdollah Nouri told the Ku-
waiti minister that problems,
if any, could be solved
through negotiations.

He added that Iran has
adopted a constant  positive
stand in supporting Kuwaiti
sovereignty in international
and regional forums and is
determined to further friend-
ly tieswith that country.

Nouri said that the visit
of Kuwaiti emir to Tehran
was followed by develop-
ment in bilateral ties and big
strides have been taken  to

consolidate Iran-Kuwait
bonds.

He stressed that ex-
change of visits by of-

ficials of the two countries
would undoubtedly ensure
protection of national inter-
ests and finding solution to
any possible problems.

Foreign Ministry official:

Good words
by U.S. not a
substitute

for good
deeds

TEHRAN - A Foreign
Ministry official of Iran
said here Tuesday that
good words and kind ges-
tures by the U.S. would
not be taken as a substitute
for good deeds.

Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Euro-American
Affairs Morteza Sarmadi
said the U.S. should quit
its hostile behavior to-
wards Iran in order for
Iran to have grounds for
considering relations with
it, IRNA reported.

Sarmadi said at the in-
stigation of the Zionists,
the Americans had gone
a long way to offer an er-
roneous picture of Iran
which effort, he said, had
failled by the presence on
al scenes of the Iranian
people and especialy by
their massive participation
a the previous pres
idential elections.

He added the absence
of support to the U.S. by
other countries in its con-
tinuing schemes against
Iran isproof of Iran’s plau-
sible diplomacy world-
wide.

Sarmadi said the Zion-
ists and pressue groups in
the United States that are
partial to the Zionist re-
gime try to offer a dis
torted view of Iran in a
bid to prevent closeness of
human societies.

U.S State

Tehran, Brasiliato promote
scientific cooper ation

TEHRAN - Iran and Brazil discussed expansion of scientific and educa-
tional cooperation between universities the two countries.

In ameeting in Brasilia between Chancellor of Brasilia University Laoro
Muheri and Iran’s Ambassador to Brazil Taherian Mobarakeh, the two
sides exchanged views over bilateral cooperation in the said areas.

The two officials also agreed on upgrading scientific, cultural, research
and educational cooperation between Tehran University and University of

TEHRAN - Thirty one
deputiesin aletter to Mgj-
lis Speaker Ali Akbar Na-
teg-Nouri on Wednesday
caled for impeachment of
Interior Minister Abdollah
Nouri.

The letter was read by
Nateg-Nouri at the end of
the open session of Magjlis
Wednesday morning,
IRNA reported.

In their letter, the dep-
uties said, “continuation of
Nouri’s service in the post
of interior minister is detri-
mental to tranquility and
stability in the country.”

The deputies enumer-
ated creation of tension in
the society, making pro-
vocative interviews and
speeches in different prov-
inces and appointing in-
experienced people to man-
agerial posts at the Interior
Ministry as among reasons
for signing the letter.

Nouri’s remarks on the

‘Majlis deputies call
for Impeachment of
Interior m

ralies staged by theo-
logians of Qom Seminary,
permitting certain  gath-
erings, and inciting em-
ployees of the Interior Min-
istry and other people by
creating tension after arrest
of Tehran Mayor Gho-
lamhussein Karbaschi,
were among other reasons
mentioned for the impeach-
ment of the interior min-
ister.

According to Majlis
regulations, the proposed
motion for the impeach-
ment of a minister or min-
isters should be submitted
during an open Majlis ses-
sion.

The motion will be read
a the same session or the
next and will be sent to the
minister concerned.

The minister in ques
tion has to appear before
the Magjlis within 10 days
to give the necessary ex-
planations.

lreland kéen to expand tieé
with Iran in all fields

TEHRAN - Speaker of
Iranian Parliament (Majlis)
Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri in a
meeting here on Tuesday
with the visiting head of
Irish Parliament’'s commis-
sion for public auditing
James Mitchel said Iran-
lireland relations in political
and economic fields are
good and called for further
promotion of ties through ef-
forts of the two countries
parliaments.

Nouri stressed the need
for exchange of parlia
mentary del egations between
Iran and Ireland and also for-
mation of a joint economic
commisssion. He also said
that ensuring peace and sta-
bility in the region and all
over the world constitutes
Iran’s strategic policy, IRNA
reported.

Nouri added that war ef-
forts have brought no pros-
perity to any country and
that if certain countries were
free from domineering ten-
dencies, the world would ex-
perience peace and calm.

He aso said that as a
member country in al world
conventions regarding non-
proliferation of weapon of
mass destruction, Iran sup-
ports the notion of dis
mantling of such weapons in
the region and in the world.

He remarked that while
the Zionist regime possesses
a big supply of mass de
struciton weapons, one can-
not blame India and Pakistan
for their nuclear tests, a-
though the tests should not
be regarded as a good
course of action.

Department

regrets atack on Kharraz

TEHRAN - The U.S
State Department ex-
pressed regret over attempts
by anti-revolutionary ele-
ments to attack Iranian For-
eign Minister Kamal Khar-
razi near the U.N.
headquarters on Tuesday.

Four anti-revolutionary
elements, two men and two
women, tried to approach
Kharrazi and his entourage

Guineainterested in Iranian
know-how in oil sector

TEHRAN - Guinea-
Bissau's President Joao Ber-
nardo Vieira said his country
is interested in tapping the
experiences of the experts of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
specidly in the fields of oil
well drilling, bauxite and
phosphate mines extraction,
dam and road construction
and instalation of power
plants and electricity grids,
IRNA reported.

He made the remark in a
meeting with Iran’s accredit-
ed Ambassador to Guinea
Bissau = Mohammad-Taher
Rabbani.

He also underlined the

necessity of the two coun-
tries’ cooperation at different
international  organizations
particularly at the level of
the Organization of Islamic
Conference (OIC).

Expansion of Tehran-
Bissau relations and pre-
liminaries for the President
Vieira's fourthcoming visit
to Iran were some of the
items reviewed at the meet-

ing.

in front of Plaza Hotel, near
the U.N. headquarters, but
were arrested by guards.

Expressing regret over
the incident, State De-
partment Spokesman James
Rubin said that neither
Kharrazi nor his guards
wereinjured.

He added that since
Kharrazi is in the United
States to attend the U.N.
General Assembly, the U.S.
must provide protection for
him like any other official
foreign visitor.

The incident occurred
when the Iranian delegation
was leaving the hotel for
the U.N. headquarters.

Soon after the incident,
Kharrazi and his entourage
met with President of the
U.N. Security Council, An-
tonio Monteiro, according to
schedule.

Kharrazi arrived in New
York on June 5 to attend the
20th special session of the
U.N. Genera Assembly on
drugs.
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The speaker said that if
the great powers destroy
their nuclear weapons, then
there should be no excuse
for anyone to own such
weapons and the world
would witness peace and
tranquility.

The Irish official in the
meeting referred to the vital
role of Iran in establishment
of regional peace and stab-
lity and said that his country
iswilling to expand relations
with Iran in al available
fields of bilateral activity.
He said Ireland is against the
production of mass de
struction arms and believes
that the nuclear ban should
include al countries of the
world.

Earlier on Monday, Mitch-
el expressed hope that his
visit to Tehran will bring
closer political, economic
and social viewsof thetwo
countries.

Mitchel met head of the
Majlis plan and budget com-

mittee Rahbari ~ Amlashi
who pointed to satisfactory
political and parliamentary
relations between the two
countries, calling for further
expansion of bilateral ties.

Amlashi reiterated that
the Islamic Republic of Iran
is for expansion of bilateral
relations with other countries
based on mutual respect.

In a separate meeting
with Morteza Nabavi, head
of the Mgjlis committee for
economic, finance and coop-
eratives, Mitchel said that
the third session of Iran-
Ireland joint economic com-
mission  will further
strenghthen mutual relations.

Underlining Iran's po-
tentialsin industrial sector as
well as its idea geo-
graphical location for transit
of goods to Central Asian
countries, Nabavi expressed
hope that bilateral ties will
expand based on mutual re-
spect and national interest.

Turkmenistan
to sign pipeline

agreements with Iran

TEHRAN - Turkmen President Saparmurat Niyazov says
that he will sign agreements with Iran later this month cov-
ering oil and gas export pipelines, according to Middle East
Economic Survey.

The weekly said one agreement will cover the construc-
tion of an ail pipeline that will carry Turkmen crude oil to the
Persian Gulf, while the other will carry Turkmen gas across
northern Iran to Turkey, IRNA reported from London.

Niyazov was aso quoted saying Turkmenistan will invite
Iran and Russiato participate in oil and gas pipeline projects
across the Caspian Sea, as proposed by the U.S., but which
has been opposed by Tehran and Moscow on environmental
grounds.

The Cyprus-based newsletter reported that the Turkmen
president planned to meet his Iranian counterpart Mohammad
Khatami at theend of June.

Confirmation of the prospective pipeline deals follows the
U.S. repeating its opposition to any type of pipeline crossing
Iran and threatening any foreign company that becomes in-
volved with such an  undertaking under the controversia
Iran-Libya sanctions act (ILSA).

Following the U.S. backing down in imposing sanctions
on non-American firms investing in the development of Iran’s
oil industry, the National Iranian Oil Company last week
challenged the new threat by launching a Dlrs. 400 million
pipeline project tender.

The project to build a 392 kms pipeline from the Caspian
Sea port of Neka to Tehran is to facilitate new contracts to
transfer Kazakh  and Turkmen crude and make equivaent
guantities available for export from Kharg island in the Per-
sian Gulf.

Anglo-Dutch Shell is aso currently carrying out a fea-
sibility study for a gas export pipeline across Iran to Turkey
from  Turkmenistan, with whom its has exclusive rights to
promotea transport route.
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