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| lamic College for Advanced Studies

In an | slamic
environment

commencing for this academic year (1998 - 1999), the College
will be offering a programme to students who want to pursue their
studies after completing their GCSE exams. The programme attempts
to provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate their academ-
ic strengths in an environment, which will not require them to com-
promise their religious principles. To fulfil these objectives, the Col-
lege is offering a range of subjects at A level and a BA in Islamic

Study |

Studies.

On completing the courses at the Islamic College, the students will
see that they have prospered both academically and morally. Students
will have a strong educational as well as high moral and ethical foun-
dations, which will, God willing, never beweakened.
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& s o IS
133, High Road Willesden, London NW10 2SW
Tel: 0181 - 451 - 9993 Fax: 0181 - 451 - 9994
Email: icas@islamic - college. demon.co. uk
Homepage http: // www. Islamic - college. ac. uk
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* Apartment Buildings
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Moment Connection
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BUILDING & SAFETY
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* Civil Engineering Services
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Tehran, Dublin call for
promotion of cooper ation

TEHRAN - The visiting head of the Irish Parliament’s commisision for

public auditing, James Mitchel, and head of Iran’'s Plan and Budget Or- | N

ganization, Mohammad Ali Najafi, discussed promotion of bilateral econom-

ic, political and cultura cooperation.

Najafi, also vice-president, said that relations between Iranian and Irish
parliaments are at a desirable level and called for measures to to be taken to

activate parliamentary friendship groups.

The Iranian vice-president added that foreign investment in Iran’s Third
5-Year Development Plan will mainly focus on oil and gas projects. Do-

mestic investments will be made in other sectors, he said.
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President receives Kuwaiti interior minister

Regional stanility a prerequisite
or Persian Gulf developmen

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Wednesday told the visiting
Kuwaiti  Interior Minister,
Sheikh a-Khaled as-Sabah,
that security paves the way
for development and de
velopment consolidates se-
curity.

The president expressed
hope that the Kuwaiti of-
ficial’s visit will serve as an-
other step to enhance the un-
derstanding  between Iran
and Kuwait, and to further
transform it into broad polit-
ical, economic and security
cooperation.

“Today the region more
than any other time is in
need of security and tran-
quility, and through coop-
eration and prudence of all
the regiona countries, we
should remove any causes of
tension in the region,”
IRNA quoted Khatami as

saying.

Highlighting the political
resolve on part of both coun-
tries to expand their bilateral
cooperation, the chief ex-
ecutive said “there is no ob-
stacle in the way of expan-
sion of brotherly relations
between the two countries,
and we hope that these re-
lations serve as a model for

cooperation throughout the
region.”

The Kuwaiti official con-
veyed regards from the emir,
crown prince and prime
minister of Kuwait to Kha-
tami, adding “the friendly
and brotherly relations be-
tween the two countries have
historical roots, and the Ku-
waiti government attaches
special importance to all-
around expansion of its ties
with Iran.”

Assessing his meetings
with the country’s officials
as fruitful, As-Sabah said
that given the political re-
solve on part of the two

sides, Iran-Kuwait coop-
eration should continue to
grow.

The Kuwaiti officia re-
ferred to security and tran-
quility as the primary re-
quirement for development
of the regional countries,

adding that Iran-Kuwait
agreements to boost poalitical
and security  cooperation

would also help bilateral ec-
onomic cooperation as well
as regional security.

The Kuwaiti Minister
aso held taks with Majlis
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateg-
Nouri who referred to the
two countries commonal-

ities and underlined the Ira-
no-Kuwaiti cooperation in
the issues of common bor-
ders.

Pointing to specia sig-
nificance Iran attaches to
the Kuwaiti role in the re-
gion, Nouri stated that “the
exchange of visits between
the two countries officials
will eliminate most of the
ambiguities existed between
the two neighboring nations
during the past years.”

The speaker said that
“the Persian Gulf regiona
nations could have prosper-
ity and healthy growth under
the aegis of regional secur-
ity, tranquility and stability.

Nateg-Nouri also under-
lined the need for close
cooperation and coordination
of the regional Muslim coun-
tries in an effort to nurture
regional security and stabil-
ity, adding that they should
endeavor to defuse any pos-
sible move that might cause
a breach in the security of
the region.

Referring to the mem-
orandum of understanding
inked earlier Wednesday be-
tween the interior ministers
of the two countries, Khaled
as-Sabah expressed hope
that the agreement would

pave the way for the two na-
tions to further expand their
cooperation in the area of se-
curity issues based on mu-
tual interests. Iran and Ku-
wait on Wednesday signed a
memorandum  of  under-
standing to expand their se-
curity cooperation.

Based on the agreement,
signed by Interior Minister
Abdullah Nouri and his Ku-
waiti counterpart, the two
countries would cooperate in
fighting organized crimes as
well as drug production and
trafficking.

Campaign against coun-
terfeiting government docu-
ments and banknotes as well
as other forms of economic
crimes were other areas of
cooperation envisioned in
the agreement.

The two countries also
agreed to have coordinated
efforts in combating traf-
ficking of antiques and arts,
weaponry and explosives.

Preventing unauthorized
border crossings by citizens
of the two countries was an-
other point of agreement.

The two neighbors fur-
ther agreed to exchange po-
lice information and ex-
pereinces in prosecution of
wanted criminals.

Tehran mayor attends second session of trial

TEHRAN - The second
session of the open tria of
the suspended Mayor of
Tehran, Gholamhussein Kar-
baschi, on graft charges,
started at Tehran's specia
judicial complex on Thurs-
day.
In the first session of the
hearing, Karbaschi rejected
al charges levelled against
him terming them as “base-
less’. The suspended mayor
and his two lawyers con-
tinude responding to the
charges Thursday.

Minister of Islamic
Guidance and government
spokesman Ataollah Mo-
hajerani was among those at-
tending Thursday’ s session.

Karbaschi is charged
with embezzlement of RIs
1453 hillion plus Dirs
90,000 aswell as 60 full size
gold coins, 80 half size gold
coins, receiving bribes, mis-
management  of  public
funds, illegitimate own-
ership of public properties
and fraud.

Karbaschi rejected the
competence of the court and
defended himself regarding
charges of granting loan to
two former district mayors
and of the building of ‘Af-
tabgardan’ publication.

In the second session of
the hearing, Hojatoleslam
Mohseni Ejei described as
lega his competence and
that of the judge of the pre-
vious court, Nomeiri.

The judge criticized for-

eign mass media for the way
they covered the hearing
saying, “foreign media are
not aware of our judicial
system. Our judicia system
consists of one stage. The
case is raised from the very
beginning at a court before a
judge who will handle it un-
til theend.”

The judge then asked the
suspended mayor to start de-
fending himself.

Karbaschi’s lawyer,
Bahman Keshavarz, re-
quested the judge to ask
guestions only on the charg-
es which had been notified
to the suspended mayor and
permit the defendant and his
lawyers not to respond to
those not notified earlier.

plan for
Qn Afghanistan.

" UNDCP head lauds|ran’s
anti-drug efforts

TEHRAN - Executive Director of the United Nations
Drug Control Program (UNDCP) Pino Arlacchi in his
meeting in New York Wednesday with Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi, lauded Iran’s anti-drugs efforts.

Arlacchi briefing Kharrazi on the progress of nego-
tiations regarding the final drafting of documents of the
special session of the United Nations General Assembly,
expressed hope that the draft of the preliminary committee,
prepared in Vienna would be approved by the General As-
sembly, IRNA reported from New Y ork.

The Iranian foreign minister thanking Arlacchi for his
endeavors in facilitating the setup of the special session of
the General Assembly, lauded the activities of UNDCP as
the main coordinator of the international programs for con-
trolling narcotics throughout the world.

Kharrazi in his talks also underlined the need for creat-
ing an equilibrium for reducing demand for narcotics, fight-
ing drug trafficking and narcotics supply around the world.
The Iranian foreign minsiter then emphasized on UNDCP's
controlling and eradication of poppy cultivation

J

Following the lawyer's
statements, judge Mohseni
Ejei said, “this is true and
the counts of allegations
which have not been clar-
ified to the defendant
should not be raised. Thisis
the right of the accused to
demand time to answer the
questions.”

At the request of the
representative of the Justice
Ministry, parts of a letter
written by Hojatolesam Ra-
zini, head of the Tehran Jus-
tice Department, were read.

The letter rejected state-
ments by Karbaschi and his
lawyers in the opening ses-
sion on the competency of
the current and previous
judges.

LT

Razini, in the letter, said
that the objection to the
competency of the former
judge, Nomeiri, who plays
no role in the current hear-
ing, has no legal base. It is
merely aimed at wasting the
court’s time and evading re-
sponces to the charges.

He also rejected objec-
tions to the competency of
judge Mohseni Ejei on ac-
count of holding two jobs.

He stressed that since in
some cases, the defendants
think their positions, oc-
cupations and influence will
prevent investigation into
the charges, it is necessary
that judges be chosen who
are not influenced by any-
body or any group.

Iran, Germany
discusshilateral
ties, Intl.
(evelopments

TEHRAN - Minister
of Foreign Affairs Kamal
kharrazi and his German
counterpart Klaus Kinkel
discussed Tehran-Bonn
ties as well as key inter-
national and reginoal is
sues Wednesday.

A joint communique
issued at the end of the
meeting said Kharrazi and
Kinkel also reviewed the
situation following the nu-
clear tests by India and
Pakistan as well as de-
velopments in Af-
ghanistan, Tajikistan,
Central Asia, Caspian Sea
and the Middle East.

The two foreign min-
isters especially discussed
bilateral questions and
agreed that both sides de-
sireto further relations be-
tween the two countries, it
said.

They asked their of-
ficials to prepare another
meeting of the two for-
eign  ministers  which
ought to take place as
soon as possible.

“They agreed to do
everything possible to re-
solve outstanding issues
and emphasized the need
to work together to mend
difficulties of the past,” it
added.

The meeting took
place on the sidelines of
the U.N. specia confer-

\ence on drugs. y

ISSN: 1353 - 8829 NO. 989, FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1998

K hatami:

|ranian athletes win Intl.
weightlifting games

TEHRAN - The Iranian national weightlifting team here Wednesday by

scoring 667 aggregates ranked first at the eighth international weightlifting
competition- Namju Cup.

Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkmenistan and Tgjikistan took part in the Mahmoud
Namju international weightlifting contest.

National weightlifting teams from Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Tajiki-
stan scored 505, 257 and 146 points respectively occupying second to fourth
positions after the Iranian team.

[ran, Turkey offer most suitableroute

for transfer of gas, oil to Eurape

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Kha-
tami here Wednesday said that Iran and Tur-
key offer the most suitable route for transfer
of gasand oil from Central Asiato Europe.

Receiving the Turkish State Minister,
Raf’ at Sardar Oglu, the president said that ex-
pansion of political and economic ties be-
Iran and Turkey would help regional

tween
security.

Khatami added “the region is in need of
security, the absence of which does not ben-
efit any of the countries,” IRNA reported.

Ogluiscurrently in Tehran to attend Iran-
Turkey joint economic  commission session.

Khatami assessed the activation of the

joint commission as helpful to trade between
the two countries, further stressing the im-
portance of the two countries cooperation
within the framework of Economic Coop-
eration Organization aswell as D-8.

The Turkish minister praised Khatami’s
stance in favor of expansion of regionl coop-
eration, adding “promotion of Iran-Turkey

ties, besides serving the interests of the two

nations, helps peace,
development.”

Turkey seeks to upgrade its economic
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of
Iran, and would use all at its disposal for the
purpose, said Oglu.

stability and regional

Cabinet studies Majlis motion on
Interior minister’ s impeachment

TEHRAN - The cabinet
ministers held a session on
Wednesday chaired by Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami
to review the issue of the
possible impeachment of the
Interior Minister Abdullah
Nouri by some members of
Iran’'s Islamic Consultative
Assembly (Majlis).

Welcoming the issue of
impeachment, the president
said, “the process of im-
peachment will help bring
about the necessary trans
parency in the stance.”

“1 believe that  Nouri
has the necessary capability
to elaborate on the stance
and issues related to the In-
terior Ministry,” the chief
executive stated.

Referring to general cir-

Iran to cut crude output
by 100,000 bpd

TEHRAN - Iran will cut
crude output by 100,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd) from July
1, the Oil Ministry said on
Wenesday.

The new cut will be apart
from a 140,000 production
cut undertaken by Iran at the
conference of the Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) in Vienna
on March 30.

The Iranian Oil Ministry
said that in line with Iranian
efforts to boost the oil prices
and stabilize the market, oil
ministers of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia agreed in Tehran on

Ghanimi Fard:

Wednesday to further cut
crude production.

Iran undertakes to trim
output by 100,000 bpd as of
July 1, in addition to the
140,000 bpd cut previously
agreed upon, the Oil Min-
istry said. Saudi Oil Minister
Ali a-Naimi heading a high-
ranking delegation arrived
in Tehran on Tuesday and
held talks with his Iranian
counterpart Bijan Namdar
Zanganeh.

Both sides called on
OPEC members and non-
OPEC major producers to
take practical measures to
achieve afair pricefor ail.

cumstances of the country at
the initial stages of the new-
ly installed government,
President Khatami said “al-
though we may share differ-
ences of opinion on the tim-
ing of the impeachment of
the interior minister with

Rafsanjani:

some of the Majlis deputies,
we hope that with the good-
will of the Majlis deputies
and their aertness, the con-
sequences would tilt to the
benefit of the country, the
government and the peo-
ple.”

Iran follows policy to
reinforce relations with

nelghboring states

TEHRAN - Chairman of the Expediency Council Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani said on Wednesday Iran is willing to re-
inforce relations with neighboring states especialy in the

Persian Gulf.

In a meeeting with outgoing Ambassador of the United
Arab Emiratesto Iran Ahmad Mohammad Borheimah, Raf-
sanjani said the level of Iran-UAE relations and cooperation
is not satisfactory and the two countries are required to de-
velop friendly relations and exercise foresight to remove the
current misunderstanding, IRNA reported.

He pointed to the issue of Iranian islands and said

nego-

tiations should be followed seriously to remove the mis-
understanding through bilateral talks.

Rafsanjani said, “the alien countries, which are not the
friends of either UAE or Iran, should not be alowed to take
advantage of thisissue for their political ends.”

Borheimah expressed pleasure with the outcome of his
mission to Iran and said he is leaving Iran with excellent

memory.

The ambassador said Iran and the UAE are two Muslim
states and the two countries officials are working to remove

the differences.

He hoped that the differences would be resolved through

negotiations.

lran welcome any OPEC decision
INn support of market stability

TEHRAN - Iran wel-
comes any OPEC decisionin
support of oil market stabil-
ity, said Hojjatollah Ghanimi
Fard, National Iranian Oil
Company’s (NIOC) director
for international affairs.

Ghanimi Fard told Iran
News that the oil market will
improve through the col-
lective cooperation of OPEC
and non-OPEC producers.

He maintained that by
and large, members of the

Iran offersinitiative
to reduce tension in region

TEHRAN - Tehran has
proposed a comprehensive
initiative aimed at reducing
tension following the nu-
clear blasts by India and
Pakistan, said Deputy For-
eign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif.

In an interview with the
Persian daily ‘lran’ pub-
lished Wednesday, Zarif
said “on the basis of Iran’s
plan, the two countries are
genuinely committed to
start a serious dialog aimed
a resolving differences as

License of dally ‘Jame'e’ revoked

TEHRAN - The branch 1410 of Tehran
public court here Wednesday revoked the
publication license of the daily’ Jame'e'.

Based on the courts ruling, the license
holder, also the managing director of the dai-
ly, Jalaie-Pour, was banned from holding

report.

similar responsibilities with other publica-
tions for a period of one year.

He was further assessed Rls. 16 million
in fines. Informed sources at Tehran Justice
Department on Wednesday confirmed the

soon as possible.

He ado added that Teh-
ran's agenda was presented
to both the governments by

Foreign Minister Kama
Kharrazi.
The proposa includes

negotiations to cover al out-
standing issues at the high-
est level.

Zarif also pointed out
that reducing tension fol-
lowing the tit-for-tat nuclear
tests, “is of importance to
Iran.”

On the issue of Iran’s
national security following
the blasts, Zarif said, “the
tests have in fact lowered
the security level of the en-
tireregion.”

“In order to enhance the
security level, we should
move towards curbing the
proliferation of nuclear
weapons.”

Regarding Tehran's
views towards the sanctions

against India and Pakistan,
he said, “international
sanctions do not solve the
problem of the region’sin-
security. We should ook
for positive solutions.”

Zarif concluded,
“while Iran understands
the view of some Islamic
nations which contend that
the possession of nuclear
arms is against the ideo-
logical principles of the
Musims and al other
holy religions of the
world, we also emphasize
the need that Israel has to
accept measures that are
aimed at curtailing the
proliferation of nuclear
arms. Iran follows a strat-
egy of arms control for
both sides.”

Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries are
complying with their pro-
duction quotas but added
that over production by cer-
tain members leads to lower
prices for OPEC as well as
independent producers.
“Overproduction is not
the only reason for weak oil
prices,” he said, adding “we
cannot blame OPEC aone
for lower prices, and dimin-
ished demand. The Southeast
Asian financid crisis has

aso played a significant
role in bringing prices
down.”

Ghanimi Fard considers
the recent efforts of Saudi
Arabia, Venezuela and Mex-
ico to expand their market
shares in U.S. to be a pos-
itive move which would help

Alviri:

stabilize oil prices world-
wide.
Cooperation between

OPEC and independent pro-
ducers are beneficia to all
oil producing countries.

He aso stated that thein-
crease in the cost of trans-
porting oil is caused partial-
ly by unauthorized
overproduction by certain
OPEC members, but added
that another reason is that a
large number of oil tankers
are old and need fregquent
and major repairs which re-
duces the number of sea
worthy vessels at any given
time and leads to higher
transportation costs.

“Iran’s new policy is to
increase its production ca-
pacity,” he said, adding “the
recent oil and gas projects,

offered through international
tenders, are part of this new
strategy.”

He aso emphasized that
the contracts being offered
by Iran are designed to safe-
guard the nation’s interests,
unlike those drawn up prior
to the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion.

He reiterated that trans-
fer of technology is part and
parcel of the contracts, but
added that Iran recognizes
the fact that foreign investors
have the right to expect afair
return on their investments.

He said the new projects,
including the Neka-Tehran
pipeline are being offered
on the build-operate-transfer
basis which will guarantee
interests of both sides of the
agreement.

Foreign firmsmadeinvestment in Iran'sfreetrade zones

TEHRAN - Some 27
foreign companies have
made DIrs 350 million in-
vestment in  Qeshm and
Kish free trade zones, Sec-
retary of High Council of
Free Trade Zones Morteza
Alviri said on  Wednesday.
Alviri told IRNA that 22
foreign firms are operating
at Qeshm and five others
are stationed at Kish.

He said export from
Qeshm made aconsiderable
growth last year compared
with the preceding year.

Alviri who is advisor to
the president for financia
affairs said the free trade
zones will be provided with
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modern banking  system
within ten days and head of
the Customs Department is
expected to visit Qeshm to
get acquainted with the is-
sues concerning cus-
toms formalities and help

remove the difficulties in
this respect.

He aso said that free
trade zones will enjoy se-
curity measures and the law
enforcement forces  will
give security services there.
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