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MEMBER OF THE BRITISH JEWELLERSASSOCIATION

Tel: 0171-581 2767

CNXENEARIAL
Three Centuries of Fine Art in Jewellery
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North American Office:  Head Office
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West of Ledlie, North of HWY 7, CANADA

Phone: (905) 731-2202  (021) 895094 or (021) 893791

FAX: (905) 731-2322  (021) 894628

e- mail: Farshe-Tabriz @ msn-com
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STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting
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* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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Tehran-Muscat joint political
meeting underlines promotion

of bilateral ties

TEHRAN- The 7th Irano-Omani joint political

work in Muscat Monday.

urday in the presence of the directors general of the two countries’ foreign

ministries, IRNA reported.

The two countries’ political, economic, military and cultural relations
were reviewed during the meeting besides planning a time-table for the pro-

meeting concluded its

The 3-day meeting was convened last Sat- | N

motion of their bilateral relations for the coming year.

Expressing satisfaction over the expansion of ties between Muscat and
Tehran in an all-out area, the two sides also reviewed possible ways for an

speedy implementation of their earlier accords.

TEHRAN - Iran and
Georgia signed a joint com-
munique and a memorandum
of understanding here Mon-
day, caling for consolida-
tion of Tehran-Thilisi tiesin
politial, economic, cultura
and parliamentary areas.

According to the com-
munique, issued at the end of
afour-day visit to Tehran of
the Georgian Foreign Min-
ister Irakli Menagarishvili,
the two sides underlined im-
portance of dialog among
civilizations as a factor to
forge closer cooperation
among nations and govern-
ments.

Both Iran and Georgia
exchanged views on regional
issues and crisis in the Cau-
casus with the Georgian side
briefing his Iranian counter-
part on the latest develop-
mentsin Abkhazia.

Niy :

The  two officials
stressed peaceful settlement
of regiona disputes and the
Iranian side supported Geor-
gias territoria integrity, ex-
pressing the hope that the is-
sue of Abkhazia will be
solved through peaceful
means within the framework
of safeguarding Georgia's
sovereignty and respect for
its citizens.

The communique under-
scored significance of secur-
ity in the Caucasus as an ef-
fective factor to accelerate
the pace of economic de-
velopment of regiona coun-
tries, adding that security of
the region should be pre-
served to the benefit of al
regional countries.

While Iran assessed as
positive the ‘peace-seeking
Caucasus  plan, Georgia
viewed the Idamic Re-

Turkmenistan to ink
new accord for
transfer of gas

TEHRAN - Turkmenistan's President Saparmurat Niy-
azov said in Almaty Monday that “the government of Ashk-
habad intends to sign an agreement soon for the transfer of

gasto lran.”

Khazakhstan's government TV quoted the Turkmenistan
press as saying that “President Niyazov welcomed Iran’s in-
itiative in the construction of Neka-Tehran pipeline grid for
the transfer of oil and gas from the Central Asian republics
and that he considered such a plan “beneficial”, IRNA re-

ported from Almaty.

The Islamic Republic of Iran gave the tender at the be-
ginning of June 1998 so that foreign investors could decide to
participate in the laying of the 392-kilometer Neka-Tehran

pipeline networks.

The project is assessed at a mark of Dlrs. 400 million and
once the project is accomplished, the grid is expected to con-
vey 325,000 barrels of oil per day.

Turkmenistan transfered its gas through Iranian soil last

year.

(

Iranian

delegation

In Rome

for U.N.
sponsor ed
war crimes
conference

TEHRAN - An lra
nian delegation led by
Deputy Foreign Minister
for International and Le-
gad Affar Mohammad
Javad Zarif arrived in
Rome Monday to attend
an international one-
month conference on war

crimes court.
The U.N. war crime
conference started its

work in Rome Monday at
the headquarters of the
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) under
the auspices of the United
Nations, IRNA reported.

The objective of the
conference is to prepare
the draft stipulating pun-
ishments for any possible
crime or ethnic cleansing
committed by any party
during the wars.

The Iranian delegation
to the conference is com-
posed of deputies from
Iran’'s Foreign Ministry
and the Judiciary.

The Islamic Republic
of Iran is one of the dep-
uties from Asian coun-
tries working under the
chairman of the confer-
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[ran, Georgla call for cooperation

public's efforts for con-
solidation of multilateral
cooperation as an effective
factor for the establishment
of security and materi-
aization of economic de-
velopment in the region.

According to the com-
munique, the two foreign
ministers reached agreement
on issues pertaining to en-
ergy resources in the Cas
pian Sea and said transfer
of oil and gas from the re-
gion will be possible on the
basis of economic priorities.

The two sides also ex-
changed views on various
international  issues  in-
cluding environment, nar-
catic drugs, fight against ter-
rorism and human rights and
called for serious campaign
against all forms of terror-
ism.

The Georgian foreign

minister on behaf of his
government condemned the
recent acts of terrorism in
Tehran.

On campaign against
drug trafficking, the two
sides underlined importance
of cooperation among re-
giona states, Iran-Georgia
in particular.

Meanwhile, foreign min-
isters of the two countries
also signed a memorandum
of understanding in which
agreements were reached on
visa fecilities for nationals
of both countriesin an effort
to boost bilateral economic
cooperation and increase
volume of trade exchanges.

Earlier on the day the
two sides held second round
of their taks in which
Kharrazi said regiona coop-
eration will prepare the
groud for preservation of

among regional states

peace and security in there-
gion.

The two foreign min-
isters also discussed coop-
eation in such fields as
roads and communication,
transfer of optic fibers, tran-
sit of goods and health care.

The Georgian foreign
minister concluded his
four-day visit to Tehran
Monday afternoon and was
seen off by his lranian
counterpart.

Jordan

TEHRAN - Iranian Am-
bassador to Jordan Mo-
hammad Ali Sobhani in a
meeting with Jordanian
Deputy Prime Minister in

Karbaschi attends
third session of trial

TEHRAN - The third
session of trial of Tehran's
suspended mayor, Gho-
lamhussein  Karbaschi, on
charges of complicity in
graft started at Imam Kho-
meini Judicial Complex at
09:00 hours loca time (4:30
GMT) here Tuesday.

In the previous session
of the hearing last Thursday,
the court judge Hojatoleslam
Gholamhussein Mohseni
Ejel rejected Karbaschi’'s
objection to judges on
grounds of competency.

The judge raised the is-
sue of purchase of a building
for ‘Aftabgardan’ news
paper.

Drawing money from the

municipality directors ac-
count, abank account which
is at the disposal of the may-
or, and embezzlement of
Dlrs 90,000 for purchase of
software and hardware for
Tehran Municipaity were
among other charges raised
in the second session.

Karbaschi is charged by
branch 1402 of the Public
Court of Tehran with com-
plicity in embezzlement of
RIs 14.53 billion plus Dlrs
90,000 as well as 60 full
size gold coins, 80 haf size
gold coins, receiving bribes,
mismanagement of public
funds, illegitimate ownership
of public properties and
fraud.

Official portrays positive
outlook of Iran-Egypt trade

TEHRAN - The head of
the Iranian interest office in
Cairo, Qassemi, has por-
trayed a positive outlook of
economic cooperation be-
tween Iran and Egypt, add-
ing “the Egyptian visit of the
Iranian Chamber of Com-
merce delegation was a pos-
itive step in  removing ob-
stacles in the way of
relations between the two
countries.”

Qassemi  added “pres-
ently we witness the activa-
tion of Iran-Egypt joint bank
as well as the two countries

joint institutions and com-
paniesin textile and shipping
industries.

“Over the past two years
the trade between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Egypt
has been fairly active. Dur-
ing the period, Iran has ex-
ported 1,000 tractors,
100,000 tons of petrochem-
ical products and Dlrs. 1.5
million worth of faucets to
Egypt.” ) .

The Iranian officia add-
ed that Iran has signed an
agreement with Egypt to ex-
port 1,000 Iranian built Pride

Austriawilling to expand
economic tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Spokesman
of the Austrian Ministry of
Economic Affairs Georg
Pein has voiced his coun-
try’s willingness to expand
economic ties with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran.

He told IRNA in Vienna
that the Austrian Economic
Minister Hannes Farnleitner
during his recent visit to
Tehran discussed further
promotion of Tehran-Vienna
economic cooperation.

Farnleitner, heading an
economic delegation,  ar-
rived in Tehran on Saturday
on a two-day visit at the in-
vitation of Iran’s Minister of
Industries Gholamrez Shafel.
He aso chaired the two

Turkmenistan seeks Iran’s
expertise in building new
water network

TEHRAN - Turkmenistan has called on the Iranian ex-
pertsto assit Marv in executing the new water supply project.

President Saparmurat Niyazov made the remark while in-
augurating Marv's water purification plant which has been

built by Iranian experts.

The water gride of Marv is outdated, creating problems for

the residents.

According to informed sources, negotiations are underway
between Iran and Turkmenistan to sign a water supply project
agreement, IRNA reported. Following the successful imple-
mentation of Marv water purifiction plant by the Iranian ex-
perts, Turkmentistan may seek Iran’s assistance in building si-

miliar projectsin other cities.

countries joint conomic com-
mission.

Iran is Austriad's major
economic partner, Pein said
adding, Austria's exports to
Iran stood at 3.3 billion Aus-
trian schillings in 1997
which is expected to increase
thisyear.

Machinery, spare parts,
chemica and plastic sub-
stances, pharmaceutical
products, steel, iron, wood
and paper are mgor items
imported from Austria.

DB president:

(Kia) vehicles to Egypt an-
nually.

The Iranian interest sec-
tion in Egypt aims to intro-
duce Iran’s economic ca
pabilities to Egyptian firms
and businessmen, Qassemi
said, adding “we are de
termined to fill the in-
formation vacuum brought
about by a 20-year inter-
ruption in trade relations be-
tween the two countries.”

An Iranian trade delega-
tion is currently visiting
Egypt toexplore new av-
enues of cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

In the first session of the
hearing, Karbaschi rejected
al charges levelled against
him terming them as “base-
less’. The suspended mayor
was arrested on April 4 and
was released 11 days later
after the Leader of the ISlam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei intervened at the
request of President Mo-
hammad Khatami. A large
number of domestic and for-
eign journalists covered Kar-
baschi’ strial.

Phase-1 of Kordestan steel
mill ready next year

TEHRAN - Phase-1 of Kordestan steel mill is to become operational in
the autumn of 1999, according to Iran’s Minister of Mines and Metals Eshag

The raw materials to be used at the mill will be collected from three
minefields of the region with an estimated total reserve of 60 million tons.
Thefinal output of the mill will be about 200,000 tons annually.

Constructin of the steel mill that occupies an area of about 8,000 square
meters started in 1995.

It has been built with atotal capital investement of Rls. 40 billion.

ran, Turkey discuss

Security 1ssues

TEHRANA - Iran’s Deputy Interior Min-
ister for Security Affairs Gholamhussein Bo-
landian, heading a delegation, arrived in An-
kara on Monday evening to attend the session
of joint Iran-Turkey supreme security com-

mission.

Bolandian was welcomed by his Turkish
counterpart Yahya Gour who said that he at-
tached specia importance to the visit of the

Iranian delegation to Turkey.

Referring to Tehran-Ankara friendly re-

obstacles, he said expressing the hope that
the talks between Iranian and Turkish of-
ficialswill be fruitful.

Bolandian pointed out that President Mo-
hammad Khatami favors establishment of

friendly relations with neighboring countries.

Security must aways prevail on joint
borders, he stressed adding, the current visit
of the Iranian delegation is an indication of

Iran’s interest in further expansion of bi-

lations, he called on the two countries of-

ficialsto work to strengthen the relations.
Further promotion of Iran-Turkey coop-
eration will lead to removal of the existing

keen to expand
relations with Iran

Deve
lopment Affairs and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Jav-
ad a-A’nnani in Amman
Monday presented to him a
message from the lranian
Foreign  Minister Kama
Kharrazi.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister in his message has in-
vited Al-A’nnani to pay a
visit to the Islamic Republic
of Iran aimed at reviewing
the Irano-Jordanian  bi-
lateral relations and latest
developments in the region,
IRNA reported from Da
Mascus.

Al-A'nnani saying that
his country is keen to ex-
pand its relations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
underlined the significance
of the Iranian rolein the re-
gion. Referring to the re-
cent establishment of an air
link between the two coun-
tries’ capitals, the Jordanian
deputy prime minister point-

ed out that Amman-Tehran
bilateral relations have been
promoted during  the re-
cent months.

Also, referring to the
chairmanship of Iranian
President Mohammad Kha-
tami over the organization
of the Ilamic Confer-
ence (OIC), Al-A’nnani said
that Khatami’s policies have
fully influenced the regional
policies as well as relations
between the Idamic Re-
public of Iran and the Arab
and non-Arab nations.

The Iranian ambassador
on his part expressed hope
that promotion of relations
between the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the Arab
nations  would  further
strengthen the Arab Islamic
front against the  expan-
sionist policies of the Zion-
ist regime and would be

able to help Palestinian
Muslim nation to achieve its
legitimate right.

lran resumes efforts to defuse
crisisin Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Iran's spe-
cia envoy on Afghanistan,
Alaeddin Boroujerdi who is
in Mazar-e Sharif leading a
high ranking Iranian delega-
tion to initiate a new round
of talks to defuse the newly
ignited crisis, held a meeting
with the leader of Afghan
Islamic National Movement,
General Abulrashid Dostum
on monday.

The two sides exchanged
views on the recent develop-
ment in Afghanistan, IRNA
reproted.

Thanking the Islamic Re-
public of Iran for its endeav-
orsin trying to bring peace
to that country, General Dos-
tum said, “Afghanistan has
been able to identify its true
friends during its hard times

and that the Islamic Republic
of Iran is ‘the best friend and
neighbor of Afghan nation’.”

“What the United Front
is doing today isin line with
the sacred defense and that
the world should recognize
the difference between ‘de-
fense and ‘transgression’
and not embark on a biased
judgement,” the general
stated.

“Afghan Islamic Na-
tiona Movement and the
United Front are fully pre-
pared to re-enter negotiation
based on palitical mutual re-
spect in forming a govern-
ment that would embrace all

Afghan factions and
groups,” Genera Dostum
stated.

Boroujerdi  elaborating

[ran urgesregional countriesto
cooper ate in anti-drug campaign

TEHRAN - Iran's Am-
bassador to Tashkent Moh-
sen Pak-Ayeen has said that
the increasing amount of nar-
cotic drugs produced in and
smuggled from Afghanistan
to Central Asia leads to in-
stability of the entire region.

Addressing a press con-
ference, he quoted statistics
released by the U.N. that 39

percent of world drugs is
produced in Afghanistan and
that 100 heroin producing
units are currently active
throughout that country,
IRNA reported from Tash-
kent.

Statistics on the amount
of narcotic drugs seized in
Central Asian countries in-
dicate that the region is rap-

Iran’s OIC presidency, turning point in itshistory

TEHRAN - The Pres
ident of the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank (IDB), Ahmad
Mohammad Ali told IRNA
that “the  Organization of
the Idamic Conference
(OIC) under three-year lead-
ership of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran has taken un-
precedented vital strides in
the materialization of its goal
both quality and quantity-
wise.”

“President Mohammad
Khatami’s acceptance of ta-
bling a motion from the IDB
a the eight summit of the
OIC held in Tehran last De-
cember is regarded as ‘a
turning point in the OIC his-
tory’ in relation to the issues
of  cooperation  between
member countries,” IRNA

quoted IDB president as say-
ing.

Mohammad Ali who at-
tended here the second pre-
liminary session of pre-
paring OIC's entry into the
twenty first century said,
“working groups have been
set up with the proposal of
Iran.”

“Iran being at the side of
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Ku-
wait, Libya and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and as
one of the six important
members of IDB has bol-
stered its share in the bank
budget,” Mohammad Ali
said.

“IDB has provided over
Dlrs. 20 billion to OIC mem-
ber countries from the time
it was set up in the form of

aid and infrastructure works
such as airport construction
and the boosting up of the
health and sanitary pro-
grams,” stated IDB chief.

Mohammad Ali stated that
IDB is closely cooperating
with Iranin several joint pro-
jects.

“Some of the objectives
of the IDB include pro-
motion of human resources,
boosting up of investments
and trade between member
countries, and upgrading of
health, education and food
services,” IDB  president
said.

idly being affected by the
drugs produced in Af-
ghanistan, he added.
Tashkent announced that
over 33,000 kg of various
kinds of narcotic drugs have
been seized in Uzbekistan in
1997. Meanwhile, Almaty,
Bishkek and Ashkhabad also
announced that during the
same year 17,000 kg, 2,428
kg and 4,600 kg of narcotic
drugs were seized in the
three countries, respectively.
The Iranian ambassador
called on regiona countries
to launch campaign both at
regional and international
level against smuggle of
drugs produced in the neigh-
boring Afghanistan via Cen-
tral Asia
He voiced Iran’'s readi-
ness to exchange ex-
periences in the field of
anti-narcotic campaign with
Central Asian states.
Pak-Ayeen stressed that
the problem will be solved
only through establishment
of a national and powerful
government in Afghanistan
and urged the regional coun-
tries to cooperate to this end.
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on lran’s policy toward Af-
ghanistan said, “the Islamic
Republic of Iran is here to
help end the ongoing conflict
and that the people in the re-
gion and in the world are op-
posed to any form of war in
Afghanistan.”

“Both the United Nations
and the Organization of Is-
lamic Conference (OIC)
have been concentrating
their efforts to terminate the
crisis in Afghanistan, which
clearly shows that the world
iagainst any war in Af-
ghanistan,” the Iranian en-
voy stated.

Boroujerdi once more
stressed the support of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran for
the United Front in associa
tion with its policy of polit-
ical mutual respect to attain
a peace settlement in Af-
ghanistan.

lateral ties and strengthening border security.

Iran and Turkey, as two Muslim coun-
tries, can solve their problems by themselves,
the Iranian officials reiterated.

(Trade commissioner:

U.S.
walvers

good for
EU

TEHRAN - European
Trade Commissioner Sir
Leon Brittan says that the
cease-fire agreed with the
u.s. on sanctions
against Iran, Libya and
Cuba is beneficia both
for the EU and its busi-
ness.

It is a good dea for
European companies “be-
cause they no longer
have the threat of U.S.
sanctions hanging over
their heads” and for  the
EU as awhole, which has
“shown it can act togeth-
er, united on foreign pol-
icy issues” he says,
IRNA reported from Car-
diff.

The trade commis-
sioner was commenting
on the benefits of the deal
on sanctions waivers
agreed with the U.S. last
month in an article for
Britain in Europe - the
next phase, published to
coincide with the EU
summit in Cardiff, June
15-16.

It took over a year of
“painstaking negotiation”
but the EU “remained
firm and united and dealt
with the U.S. not merely
as a partner, but as an
equal,” heinsisted.

If approved by the
American Congress, Brit-
tan said that the ded
means European coun-
tries will “no longer have
to do business with the
threat of sanctions hang-
ing over their heads.”

He said it was the
major irritant to EU-U.S.
relations.

By succeeding in
solving the dispute, it had
most importantly cleared
the way for new trans
alantic initiatives on

\!rade, he said. )

Kazakhstan inclined
toward lran for its ol
transfer

TEHRAN - A Bishkek daily, ‘Slovo Kyrgyzstana', wrote
on Monday that “Kazakhstan and the Islamic Republic of Iran
are getting closer in their views with regard to the transfer of
oil to the world market through Iran.”

The President of Kazakhistan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, has
expressed his desire to transfer oil through the Iranian soil as
a gesture of the expression of indifference toward the U.S.
views on disregarding Iranian route for the transfer of oil,

IRNA reported from Bishkek.

The paper further wrote that “Kazakhstan intends to trans-
fer its oil through the northern ports of Iran and thence to the
Persian Gulf ports for the world market.”

Nazarbayev and his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Kha-

tami held a

meeting on the sidelines of the one-day ECO

conference in Almaty May 11 to resolve the stalled talks on
the transfer of oil due to some technical reasons.
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