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Jordan’s national airlineresumes
flightsto Iran after 20 years

TEHRAN - Jordan’s flag carrier resumed flights to Tehran after 20

years.

According to public relation office of the Road and Transportation Min-
istry, the Jordanian Transportation Minister Sami Gammo heading a delega-
tion arrived in Tehran on Tuesday and was welcomed by his Iranian

counterpart.

The first round of talks between the two sides was held on Tuesday in

which acommercia shipping agreement was signed.

Based on the agreement, the Iranian and Jordanian ships can make use of

each other’ s ports facilities.

President honors Iranian team conquering M ount Ever est
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Human power should be employe
or freedom

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami on
Tuesday honored the 17-
man Iranian team who
reached the world's highest
summit, Mount Everest on
May 20.

In a meeting with the
board of directors of Iranian
Mountaineering Federation
and members of the team
who conquered the 8,848
meter high peak, President
Khatami said paying due at-
tention to sports is the re-

Mohajerani :
Mudims
must exploit
common
cultural
elementsas
main bass
for unity

TEHRAN - Iran's Min-
ister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Ataollah Mo-
hajerani told visiting Jor-
danian ministers of awqaf,
roads and communications
here Tuesday that Musliim
nations should exploit their
common cultural elements
as the main basis for their
unity.

He said Europe has been
concentrating on the prop-
osition of a single currency,
while Muslim nations have
not yet embarked on a di-
alog between themselves,
IRNA reported.

Mohgjerani said as long
as Muslim nations of the re-
gion have not ventured into
adialog for unity, alien pow-
ers will speak for them with
the purpose of magnifying
their differences and dis-
tancing them  from each
other even further.

The visiting Jordanian
minister in response hoped
that relations between Iran
and Jordan would broaden in
the future.

The Jordanian minister
of Awgaf Abdussaam al-
Ebadi, meanwhile, ap-
preciated Iran's policy to-
ward Arab and Persian Gulf
sheikhdoms.

quirement of a developed
community, IRNA reported.

He said the government
has planned to prepare
grounds for promotion of
sports in various branches
and attracting the youth who
enjoy high taents in any
sportsfields.

Those who stepped onto
the world's highest peak are
symbols of powerful men as
well as the symbol of super-
iority of man to the nature,
the president said.

“The human  power
which is superior to that of
mountains should be put at
the service of humanity. For
us, the Muslims, the power
should be employed for sub-
mission to the Almighty God
and for freedom in the face
of powers other than God,”
President Khatami said.

Referring to the world
cup finas wunderway in
France, President Khatami
said, “for us, victory or fail-
ure is normal. The real vic-

tory is that the man (sports-
man) do his best as what we
saw in Sunday’s contest of
our dear players (fooballers)
in France.”

The president was re-
ferring to the match between
Iran and Yugodlavia. The
president thanked the Iranian
climbers for saving the lives
of two other mountaineers
while climbing to the Mount
Everest in May.

[ran-Turkey cooperation
beneficial to regional security

TEHRAN - Turkish De-
fence Minster Ismet Sezgin
told Iran's Ambassador to
Ankara Mohammad Hussein
Lavasani that freindly ties
between Iran and Turkey
would be effective in main-
taining security and stability
in the region, IRNA reported
from Ankara.

He said that Turkey fac-
esno problem in its relations
with the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Stressing continuation of
amicable relationship be-
tween the two countries,
Sezgin referred to the de-
termination of Iranian and
Turkish officials to upgrade
the current level of relations.

He also expressed hope
that Tehran-Ankara coop-
eration would further expand
in al areas of economy, cul-
ture, social as well as secur-
ity affairs.

Referring to importance
of mutual cooperation for se-
curity affairs, Lavasani said
that for centuries the two
countries border has been
the border of friendship and
brotherhood.

He said the will of high
ranking Iranian and Turkish
officials is based on main-
taining and upgrading mu-
tual cooperation.

In conclusion, the Ira-
nian ambassador briefed the
Turkish minster on recent
terrorist acts committed by
the MKO and its condemna-
tion by various countries of
the world.

In another development,
the fourth assembly of the
high commission on Iran-
Turkey border security con-
vened in Ankara Tuesday.
The Iranian delegation at
the assembly was led by
Deputy Interior Minister of

Tajikistan hosts seminar on Samanid
rolein Central Asan culture

TEHRAN - Tajik Pres-
ident Emomali Rakhmonov
in Dushanbe Monday said
that one of the prime ob-
jectives of the international
seminar on the role of Sa
manid dynasty in cultura
legacy of Centrad Asiaisto
let people of the region, in-
cluding Tagjiks, become ac-
quainted with an era which
is commonly shared in the
history of the Central Asian

UNHCR to study voluntary repatriation
of Afghan refugeesin Iran, Pakistan

TEHRAN- The United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) will hold a meeting with representaives

of Iran and

Pakistan in Tehran to study voluntary re-

patriation of Afghan refugees living in both countries, the
United Nations Information Center said on Tuesday. It did

not give adate for the meeting.

The center quoted the UNHCR as saying the meeting
would be a good opportunity for the both governmentsto ex-
change views on voluntary repatriation of the Afghan ref-
ugees as well as finding a lasting solution to the Afghan ref-

ugees.

In addition to officias from Iran and Pekistan, repre-
sentatives from the U.N. humanitarian agencies will attend

the meeting, the UNIC said.

Officials from Japan and Turkmenistan will attend the
meeting in Tehran as observers, it said.

THE HISTORY OF PERSIAN RUGS;

The artistry of Persian Rugs accentuates the history that pre-
cedes their rare beauty. Each piece is hand woven and elegantly ex-
presses historical characters, literature and the culture of ancient

Persia since the creation of the first Persian Rug, some thousands of
years ago. Other countries attempt to imitate this art and market
their rugs using names such as Iranian cities and traditional Iranian
designs. However, they lack the cultural knowledge and the genuine
quality that is the foundation for creating such a treasured mas-

terpiece.

Through time Persian rugs have become eminently and inter-
nationally renowned. Today, antique Persian Rugs are most valuable
for their enchanting beauty. Rare pieces can be found displayed in
museums, palaces, homes, etc. with many others bought and sold in
antique shows to collectors from all around the world especially

North Americafor great value.

There are about 8 million Iranian men and women who make a
living through the rug industry daily (child labour in Iran is illegal
and prohibited). The Iranian and the U.S. governments have recently
expressed support for cultural trade between the two countries. We
hope the President of the United States will move to abolish the em-
bargo placed upon the buying and selling of Persian Rugs, in respect
to the relationship between these two nations and the cultural tradi-

tion of thisart.

We cordialy invite al to visit our warehouse and showrooms to
discover the finest selection of hand-knotted Persian Rugs. We are
committed to and strongly believe in educating our clients and other
individuals on the ancient process utilized in creating such dis-
tinctive pieces. This ancient artistry ensures the quality of each
piece and encompasses the entire Persian Rug tradition.

Farshe Tabriz; largest producer of hand woven Persian Rugs.

15 West Pearce &. Unit 1
Toronto, Ontario

West of Leslie, North of HWY 7, CANADA

Phone: (905) 731 - 2202
Fax: (905) 731 - 2322

E-mail: Farshe-Tabriz @ msn. com

Reference Article: Business Editorial The Business Connection,

Toronto Sar,
March 8, 1998

nations.

He said during the Sa
manid era people of Khor-
asan and Transoxiana united
and formed a government
which played a key role in
the development of science,
culture, industry and archi-
tecture of the region, IRNA
reported from Dushanbe.

President  Rakhmonov
underscored the Samanid ef-
forts in the promotion of cul-
ture and cooperation of men
of culture with the govern-
ment as important character-
istics of the dynasty.

For this same reason, he
said, mutual cooperation be-
tween science and culture
made a remarkable growth
under the dynasty as a result
of which anew, disciplined
governmental  organization
was formed. He said all na
tions have the right to honor
their past history and take a
lesson from it for future.

The seminar is held un-
der the auspices of the Unit-
ed Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).

Meanwhile, a UNESCO
representative said that the
organization will announce
its fina decison on cer-
emonies to mark the 1,100
anniversary of the formation
of the Samanid dynasty to be
heldin Tajikistan next year.

Iran Gholam-Hossein Bo-
landian.

Yahya Gour, deputy of
Turkish minister of the inter-
ior said at the assembly that
his government anxiously
looks forward to closer se-
curity collaboration  with
Iran, and hoped that the as-
sembly would arrive at fruit-
ful results.

The head of the Iranian
delegation, Gholam-Hossein
Bolandian, said that because
Turkey and Iran had come
closer together in their re-
lations, the enemies of the
two countries felt frustrated
intheir divisive designs.

The Iranian officia ex-
pressed confidence that the
fourth assembly of the high
commission would attain its
lofty goals.

4 )
|ran, Japan

TEHRAN - Head of
the foreign policy com-
mission of the Japanese
Parliament, Choma Koki,
and Iran’s Ambassador to
Tokyo, Manuchehr Mot-
taki, Tuesday welcomed
promotion of Tehran-
Tokyo ties.

Koki hoped to visit
Tehran at the head of a
parliamentary delegation
in a near future, IRNA re-
ported from Tokyo.

Mottaki said Tehran is
determined to boost its re-
lations with neighboring
and friendly countries.

Japanese State For-

eign Secretary, Masahiko
Komura visited Tehran in

April with an am of
boosting  Tehran-Tokyo
relations.

Komura said before
visiting Iran that although
Tehran-Tokyo ties had al-
ways been friendly, the ra-
tional policies adopted by
President Mohammad
Khatami’s administation
had prompted Japan to
further boost bilateral re-

lations.
Komura submitted to
President Mohammad

Khatami a written mes-
sage from Japanese
Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto.
Tehran-Tokyo trade
exchanges amounted to
Dirs. 4.44 billion last
year, up by 11 percent
compared to its preceding
year, registering the high-

\&st record in five years. )

Iran’s youth freestyle wrestling

team in Almaty

E tian minister:

TEHRAN - The national Iranian youth freestyle wrestling team arrived
in Almaty Wednesday to compete in the Asian youth freestyle wrestling con-

Iranian wrestlers will compete in 10 categories against rivals from Japan,
South Korea, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
ikistan and India.

The 2-day contests will start in the former Kazakh capital today.

The Greco-Roman wrestling contests ended on yesterday.

The Iranian team is predicted to bag the highest number of medals.

Kyrgyzstan, Tgj-

Big prospects for Iran-Egypt
cooperation

TEHRAN- Egypt’'s Min-
ister for Industry and Miner-
a Resources, Engineer Soli-
man Reda Ali Soliman,
underlined that there was a
big scope for economic and
industrial cooperation be-
tween Egypt and the IsSlam-
ic Republic of Iran, Egyp-
tian daily Al-Ahram
Tuesday reported.

Soliman Rida made the
statement after meeting an
Iranian trade delegation led
by the head of the Iranian
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines, Ali-
Nagi Khamoushi, in Cairo
Monday, the daly said,
quoted by IRNA from Ath-
ens.

Kuwaiti envoy:

The Egyptian minister
said it was necessary to pin-
point the sectors in which
the two Muslim countries
could cooperate. Soliman
Rida gave to the Iranian del-
egation a list of state-run
Egyptian companies which
are to be privatised for pos-
sible participation by Ira
nian businessmen.

The Iranian trade del-
egation visiting Egypt for
the first time in  twenty
years was also received by
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Amr Moussa on Sunday.

Moussa caled for ex-
pansion of Egyptian-Iranian
economic and commercial
cooperation, said Abdul-

Munim Saudi, head of the
Egyptian Federation of In-
dustries who has invited the
Iranian delegation to visit
Egypt. .
Saudi said an exhibition
of Egyptian products will
be held in Tehran either
next October or November,
while Iran is to participate
in the Cairo internationa
fair next March.

The Iranian delegation,
comprising over 25 busi-
nessmen, visited industria
complexes in various cities
in Egypt and held several
meetings with their Egyp-
tian counterparts aimed at
boosting bilateral econom-
ic and trade exchanges.

Iran forging closer cooperation
with regional states

TEHRAN - Kuwaiti Am-
bassador to Iran Abdullah
Abd  a-Aziz a-Dowekh
said on Tuesday that Pres-
ident Khatami's policy of
developing friendly relations

with regional states has
worked well.

In an inteview with
IRNA, Al-Doweikh ex-

pressed hope that the policy
would lead to further friend-
ship between Iran and mem-
ber states of the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council..

He said President Kha-
tami’s rapprochement plan
has left positive effects on
the PGCC member states,
hoping that great strides
would be taken to serve the
stability and security of the
region and the collective in-

|ranian soccer tear

Criticizes

screening of film by French TV

TEHRAN - Three Iranian national team
soccer players in Paris Tuesday denounced
broadcast of an American film on Iran by
French television Monday evening.

Addressing a press conference which was
held at the Iranian national soccer team's
camp, south of Lyon, Mohammad Khakpour,
Khodadad Azizi and Alireza Mansourian,
speaking on behaf of the team, expressed
their opposition to the screening of the film
“Not Without My Daughter” by France's pri-
vately owned channel M6, IRNA reported

from Paris.

The Iranian national team captain, Khak-
pour, asked why the film, aready screened
in France many times, appeared again at this
particular time while the World Cup 1998
matches are being held? “The film played
with the morale of the Iranian team,” he add-

" Heinvited al the participants in the press
conference to visit the Islamic Republic of
Iran to see whether the theme prevailing over

the film is true or not.

Azizi, wearing a yellow cap given by the
French organizing committee with the motto
of “Fair Play”, pointed out that the fair play is

not limited to the field.”

He said, “| believe there is a reason be-
hind screening of the film. This has brought
French hospitality under question.”
has invited the Ilamic Republic of Iran and
31 other teams for the world cup champion-
ship, therefore, it should treat al its guests

equally, Azizi stressed.

Showing the film only few days before

NAM [abor ministers discuss
statement on workersrights

TEHRAN - Labor min-
isters members of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM),
in Geneva on Tuesday dis-
cussed the statement of
workers' basic rights on the
sidelines of the 86th Inter-
national Labor Organization
(ILO) meet.

Minister of Labor and
Social Affairs Hussein Ka
mali, representing Iran at
the 86th ILO mesting,
briefed the participants on
Iran’s views on the issue,
IRNA reported.

Kamali aso held meet-
ings with his counerparts
from Tunisia, Cyprus, Ma
laysia, Bahrain and Qatar, on
the sidelines of the ILO ses-
sion. According to the head
of Labor Ministry’s inter-
national  department, Saa-

dati, Iranian delegation at
ILO’'s child labor committe
put forward two draft pro-
posals on child labor proto-
col and recommendations to
be read at the meeting.

ILO maintains that a new
protocol needs to be adopted
either to support childern or
include new labor conditions
in the light of economic and
political systems.

World attention should
be drawn to the problems of
250 million children work-
ing across the world, he said,
adding ILO is to ratify a
statement on the basic rights
of workers as well.

Iran, as vice-chairman of
the Asia-Pacific group, has
put forward proposals to be
included in the final state-
ment, Saadati added.

reiterated.

culture.

the Iran-U.S. match has weakened the morale
of the Iranian world cup sguad, he added.

The film is an insult to al Iranians, he
said stressing that such acts are not compat-
ible with the fair play.

“As a sign of protest to the move, | am
not going to wear this cap anymore,” Azizi

Also addressing the press conference,
Mansourian said that the film was aimed at
insulting the ancient Iranian civilization and

While France says it is the upholder of

the banner of human rights, it has weakened
the morale of the Iranian soccer players by
screening the film, he concluded.

Meanwhile, the head of the Iranian Foot-
ball Federation, Mohsen Safaie Farahani and
members of the Iranian national soccer team
handed a written protest to the World Cup
Organizing Committee and to the Federation
of International Football Association (FIFA).

In another development, an official at the

Iranian embassy in Paris on Wednesday told

the film.

AFP that Iran is pondering a pull-out from
the World Cup in protest over the airing of

“A decision will be taken before Sun-

Paris

day,” AFP quoted the officia as saying.
Meanwhile, Reuter quoted a spokesman
as saying that the Iranian embassy “formally
denies the press reports that the Iranian team
will leave the World Cup.”
It quoted Ali Manoussifar, an Iranian of-

ficial, as saying on Wednesday that the team

would play on.

terests of the regional coun-
tries.

Pointing to the warm re-
lations between Iran and Ku-
wait, the ambassador said
16 Kuwaiti cabinet ministers
have visited the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in the past two
years and presence of Ku-
waiti emir at the summit of
the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC) in
Tehran in December 1997
indicated the deeply rooted
relations between Tehran
and Kuwait City.

Al-Doweikh said the Ku-
waiti minister of the interior
visited Tehran (last week)
and signed a letter of under-
standing with his Iranian
counterpart on security coop-
eration between the two
countries.

He said Iranian Spesker
of Parliament Ali Akbar Na-
teq Nouri visited Kuwait last
month which resulted in the
formation of Iran-Kuwait
parliamentary friendship

group.

He said Kuwait will an-
nounce a free trade zone at
Showeikh and voiced inter-
est in import of Iranian
goods by Kuwait to improve
the trade balance between
the two states.

The ambassador said Ku-
waiti investors are interested
in making investments in
Iran and hope that facilities
would be announced soon in
this respect.

He said tourism between
the two countries has en-
joyed growth and the num-
ber of air flights proved the
boost in tourism. 8,000 Ku-
waiti  tourists visited Iran
last year, he said.

Al-Doweikh said the two
countries have close coop-
eration within the Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Exporting
Counties (OPEC) and Ku-
wait welcomes any con-
sultation with the Islamic
Republic of Iran to secure
the il prices.

EPO head callsfor
protection of
marine environment

TEHRAN -  Vice
President and head of the
Environmental Protection
Organization Ms. Masoumeh
Ebtekar said here Tuesday
that industrialization  of
countries, development of
cities and rapid growth of
population accelerate pollu-
tion of the marine environ-
ment.

She made the remark
while addressing the opening
session of the expert meeting
of Regional Organization for
Protection of Marine En-
vironment (ROPME), IRNA
reported.

She called on al littoral
countries  throughout the
world to make effortsto pre-
serve and improve environ-
mental standards.

Multilateral man-
agement, increase in public
awareness, and exchange of
experiences among regiona
states are major factors en-

|ranian gesture improves cooperation
among OPEC members

TEHRAN - Iran is mak-
ing great efforts to cultivate
the Persian Gulf OPEC mem-
bers' support for a further re-
duction in the organization’s
production level, said a daily.

Despite an earlier prom-
ise by Tehran to cut its pro-
duction by 140,000 barrels
per day, Iran’s Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar Azanganeh
told the Persian Gulf Arab
states that Iran is prepared to
make an additional cut of
100,000 bpd or more pro-
vided that others do the
same, said Iran News.

Some members of the
Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries  have
openly defied the organiza-
tion and produced over and
above their quotas assigned
to them at the OPEC mesting

in Jakarta, it said adding, it
seems that the next meeting
in Vienna on June 24 will
concentrate on reducing its
members actual production
levels rather than their as-
signed quotas.

This method will reward
those who produced more
than their share and will pun-
ish others who followed the
organization’s assigned pro-
duction volume.

“OPEC has a market
monitoring committee, but
instead of using the observa-
tions of its own committee, it
plans to make production de-
cisions based on reports from
secondary sources, namely
six Western news agencies,”
the article commented.

If, as expected, OPEC re-
duces production based on
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actual level of output, then
Iran and others who abided
by the organization's de-
cision will end up being los-
ers twice, once for reducing
their production, and again
for being assigned lower
guotas based on their already
low acuta output level, it
wrate.

suring the health of peoplein
coastal areas.

She expressed hope that
the efforts of international
organizations along with im-
plementation of environ-
mental protocols will pave
the way for establishment of
sustainable development in
the Persian Gulf region.

Urging al countries to
protect marine environment,
Ms. Ebtekar said that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, as a
country located between
two seas, feels obliged to
protect marine environments
aong its northern and south-
ern borderlines.

She further stressed that
holding such meetings will
lead to promotion of in-
formation and awareness of
regional experts, improve-
ment of public health and in-
crease in  economic pro-
ductivity by reducing
pollutants.

The three-day meeting of
ROPME experts is aimed at
compiling technical guide-
lines to survey marine pollu-
tion and to control heath
hazards in the Persian Gulf
region.

The Kuwait-based ROP-
ME started its activities in
1968 with cooperation of
United Arab  Emirates
(UAE), Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain,
Irag, and Iran.
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