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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
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Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries
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No plan on table for
Kharrazi’svisit to Cairo

TEHRAN - An informed source at the Foreign Ministry said here on Mon- I N

day that no plan has yet been made for

visit to Egypt.

The Sharja-based daily ‘Al-Khalij’ on Sunday quoted political sources in

Egypt as claiming that Kharrazi isto visit Cairo next month.

The source said that Iran and Egypt have good cooperation in the
and at various international fora but there has been no plan for such avisit to

the Egyptian capital by the Iranian foreign minister.

Khatami:

Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi’s

region
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OPEC cuts of up to 1 m bpd

Regional countries
fate interlinked

TEHRAN - President Mo-
hammad Khatami here on
Monday stressed that the fate
of the regional countriesisin-
terrelated and they all should
endeavor for development of
the region. The president
made the remark when re-
celving credentials of new
Bruneian Ambassador to Teh-
ran, Haji Amin Ben Dato Pa-
doka Haji Abdulrahim, IRNA
reported.

“Our great service to Is-
lam is to develop our coun-
tries on the basis of Islam,
recognize the citizens self-
determination right and en-
deavor to attain this right,”

said the president.

He added “we want to
create developed countries
wherein justice prevails and
efforts are being made for res-
toration of universal peace
and equity of people.”

Alluding to the good Iran-
Brunel bilatera relations,
President Khatami stated that
the two countries should
cooperate with each other for
the elevation of Islamic um-
mah especialy within the
framework of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC).

He further referred to the
political will of the two coun-

UK presspraise lran's
football performance

TEHRAN -  British
sports commentators Mon-
day praised Iran’'s sports-
manship and spirited per-
formance in its historic
world cup victory over the
U.S.inLyons.

“lran shatter American
dream,” Andrew Longmore
of the Independent news-
paper said. It was a “famous
victory” in which the Ira-
nians played the more con-
trolled football, he said,
IRNA reported from Lon-
don.

The Guardian's Richard
Williams said that Iran “send
America packing.” The
much-heralded meeting end-
ed with an emotional defeat
for the 1994 hosts and their
elimination from the tourna-
ment.

“Iran prove big noise in
historic win,” said John Ley
in France for the Daily Tele-
graph. The result, he said en-
ables Iran to face Germany
on Thursday with a chance
of reaching the second
round, while ending the in-
volvement of the U.S.

Rob Hughes of the
Times said it was a "victory
for the people of Iran.” It
was part of history, a mem-
orable  occasion  when
“Americans, lranians, Eng-
lish and heaven knows how
many nationalistsjoined to-
gether in the Mexican
wave,” he said.

The footballers, he said,
won. Although riding their
luck, Iran “dtill deserved,
through the quality of their
football, to be the victors,”
he said.

David Owen of the Fi-
nancial Times described
Iran’s victory as a “spirited
performance, keeping their
world cup hopes dive.”

Iranians in London dur-
ing Sunday night and early
hours of Monday celebrated
the big victory of Iran's
soccer team in the 1998
world cup against the U.S.
team Sunday night.

Anf
Inaugurates 22
Telecom
DIOJectS

TEHRAN - The Minister
of Post, Telegraph and Tele-
phones, Mohammad Reza
Arif Sunday inaugurated 22
telecommunications projects
in Qazvin saying the tele-
communications today is the
greatest and the most vital ne-
cessity for the society.

The inauguration cer-
emony was attended by the
governor and the Friday
prayer leader, parliament dep-
uties and a large number of
officials from Qazvin Prov-
ince. Thtelecommunications
technology is highly im-
portant since it provides
means for a constant march
towards development and ad-
vancement of the society, the
minister said adding that de-
spite  economic  problems
faced by the government his
ministry has tried its best to
supply the need for an ad-
equate telecommunications
network for the Qazvin Prov-
ince. The governor and the
Friday prayer leader thanked
the minister for providing
modern telecommunications
facilitiesin their province.

A big group of Iranians
who were watching the game
in an lranian school in Lon-
don joyfully congratulated
each other following the 2-1
victory in Lyon, France Sun-
day night. Many foreign re-
porters and photographers
made news items of the gath-
ering at the school.

In Kensington street in
London hundreds of Iranians
gathered for the celebration
of the victory, waving Iran’s
flag and chanting ‘Iran, Iran’
for several hours. Many Ira
nians riding their cars in cen-
tral London were waving na-
tiona Iranian flag in the early
hours of Monday and joined
other Iranians in Kensington
Street.

Meanwhile, IRNA had
sent a dispatch Sunday morn-
ing from Athens titled
“Greeks await an Iranian vic-
tory.”

One of those interviewed
in the report was 17-year old
Alexandros  (Iskander), a
high-school student.

He had told IRNA that
Iran will win 2-1 against the
us.

“Iran is a better team and
they will win 2-1” Alex-
andros had predicted Sunday
morning. His prediction came
true.

Meanwhile, Greek after-
noon newspapers Monday
published lengthy reports on
the result of last night's
match between Iran and the
u.s.

Under titles like “national
celebration in Iran, “Tehran
on fire due to historical vic-
tory.”

tries’ officials to promote mu-
tua relations and said the ex-
change of views between the
two sides indicates that the
leaders of the two countries
are determined to broaden
their ties. President Khatami
aso expressed Iran's readi-
ness for expansion of bi-
lateral tiesin all areas.

Haji Abdulrahim con-
veying the greetings of sultan
of Brunei to President Kha
tami said that his country de-
sires for further expansion of
Tehran-Bandar Seri Begawan
cooperation.

He further stressed that
the two countries coop-
eration can effectively boost
unity among the Islamic
countries specially within the
OIC framework.

was discussed.

reported.

in the country.

would be signed.

Iran, Italy expand
cooperation in
power Industry

TEHRAN - In a meeting between Italian ambassador
to Tehran accompanied by an Italian delegation and Ira
nian deputy minister of energy here on Monday, signing
of a protocol for bilateral cooperation in power industry

The Iranian official Malaaki in the meeting referred to
the vast cooperation between the two countries in this
field and said that Iran is able to expand cooperation with
Italy through reconsideration of working conditions and
further convergence of the two sides' viewpoints, IRNA

He called for transfer of Italian technology in power
industry due to constant growth of
sumption as well as implementation of big industrial plan

Italian Ambassador Lodovico Ortonag in the meeting
underlined the need to expand bilateral ties and an-
nounced that Italian premier would shortly visit Tehran
during which cooperation protocols in power

Iran’s power con-

industry

Sharestrade at TSE In
1st quarter of year

TEHRAN - General share price index in Iranian month of ‘Khordad’ (May
22-June 21) showed 6.24 and 51.27 percent decrease compared to the figures
registered in ‘Ordibehesht’ (April 21-May 21) and in ‘Esfand’ (February 20-
March 20) respectively.

A total of 40,464,935 shares, worth more than RIs. 143.682 hillion, were
traded in 27,001 turns for 17,496 applicants here at Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE) this month. A total of 84,289,093 shares, worth more than Rls. 293.232
billion, were traded in 61,459 turns for 38,953 applicants at
three months of theyear (March 21-June 21).

TSE inthefirst

needed, say analysts

TEHRAN - OPEC must
cut production quotas by as
much as 1 million barrels per
day at this week’s meeting to
stabilize prices, says market
analysts.

According to a survey
conducted by Petroleum Ar-
gus weekly, most analysts
say that drastic action must be
taken by OPEC and non-
OPEC producers to halt fall-
ing oil prices and slow the
rise in stocks, IRNA reported
from London.

Cuts of between 500,000
and 1 m bpd were said to be
needed from July to push
benchmark brent blend up to
around 15 dollars per barrel
by the end of the year. Anim-
portant aspect was that re-
ductions had  to be trans-
parent to end the dlide in
rates.

Qatar interested in expansion

TEHRAN- President Mo-
hammad Khatami in a meet-
ing with the outgoing Qatari
Ambassador to Tehran Ali
Abdulaziz a-Kuwari here on
Monday stressed Muslim
countries adherence to the
religious, moral and cultural
values.

President Khatami said
that Iran tries to safeguard re-
ligious, mora and cultural
values in a world which is
gripped by war rather than
peace, reasoning that Iran be-
lieves that real peace can be
realized on the basis of such
values, IRNA reported.

He said: “we should not
be influenced by forces be-
yond the realm of our belief
or national interests. This of
course does not mean de-
claring war on the world,
rather it means finding our
rea status on international
scene.”

He added: “we want to
have a world where all na
tions enjoy equal rights not
one where owners of wealth
and power can dictate their
wishes to other nations.”

A civil society is reaized
in a country only by rec-
ognizing equa rights for al
citizens, said President Kha-
tami.

He said that man has been
for redlization of a world
dominated by humanity and
justice rather than tension and
war.

A prerequisite for re-
alization of such aworld isre-
gional states strength and

their ability to find their rea
status in the world com-
munity, using their existing
facilities and advantages, he
said.

Iran’s policy is based on
detente, security and coop-
eration with friendly coun-
tries, especially the regiona
states, said Khatami, adding
that the common viewpoints
shared by Iran and Qatar on
restoration of security and sta-
bility in the region can serve
to expand and deepen mutual
cooperation in variousfields.

Iran and Qatar should
have closer cooperation in
view of Iran’s chairmanship
of the Organization of Islamic
Conference (OIC) and con-
vention of the forthcoming
9th OIC summit in Qatar, the
chief executive said.

The president said that
strengthening of OIC would
be effective in the unity of the
Muslim world, establishment
of amicable relations free
from foreign intervention and
elevation of Muslim ummah.

Al-Kuwari for his part
conveyed Qatari emir’s warm
greetings to President Kha
tami and said that his country
isinterested in further expan-
sion of Tehran-Doha relations
in al spheres.

He welcomed President
Khatami’'s wise and con-
structive views on dialog and
understanding among human
beings and said that Qataris
are witnessing auspicious re-
sults of Khatami’s call for di-
alog among civilizations.

Price index of consumer
goods, services in urban
areas up by 18 pc

TEHRAN - The price in-
dex of consumer goods and
services in urban areas stood
at 615.3 at the end of the Ira
nian month of Ordibehesht
(May 21), showing an in-
crease of 18 percent com-
pared to the same month last
year.
The Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) in a report on Sunday
said that the average price in-
dex of consumer goods and
services showed a 19.2 per-
cent increase in first two
months of the year (March
21-May 21) compared to the
figure registered within the
corresponding period the pre-
ceding year.

The average price index
of consumer goods and ser-
vices between May 22, 1997,

and May 21, 1998, showed
17.8 percent growth com-
pared to the figure registered
between May 22, 1996, and
May 21, 1997.

The report said that in the
month of Ordibehesht the
highest index belonged to the
provinces of Hormuzgan,
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari  and
Fars while the lowest was
registered in the Province of
Mazandaran. The index was
607.1 percent for Tehran.

According to the report,
the price indexes of foodstuff,

beverages and tobacco prod-

ucts dropped by 2.3 percent in
Ordibehesht compared to
‘Farvardin’ (March 21-April
20).

The price indexes of gar-

ments rose by 0.6 percent,
housing, light and fuel by
1.9 percent, furniture, ser-
vices and home appliances
by 1.3 percent, medicare and
hedth 5.4 percent, rec-
reations and education by
0.5 percent, goods and mis-
cellaneous services by 0.2
percent and transportation
and telecommunication ser-
vices by 2.5 percent within
the period.

of tieswith lran

Meanwhile, head of the
Expediency Council Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani here
Monday highlighted that the
fall in oil prices has so far in-
flicted tens of billions of dol-
lars in damage on oil pro-
ducing countries.

He made the remark in a
meeting with  Qatari Am-
bassador to Tehran Ali Ab-
dulaziz a-Kuwari at the con-
clusion of his mission in the
country.

Rafsanjani caled on al
member states of the Or-
ganization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC)
and other oil exporting coun-
tries to unite and cut down on
their oil production tem-
porarily so to strike a balance
in the oil market.

Rafsanjani further urged
al OPEC member countries,
including Qatar, to take prac-
tical measures to prevent fur-
ther fall in oil prices during
the next OPEC session.

Terming his mission in
Tehran as successful, Al-
Kuwari voiced his country’s
interest to further expand ties

with Iran.

Expressing regret over
drop in ail price, he called for
al-out cooperation among
OPEC members to boost oil
prices.

Meanwhile, the Qatari
ambassador met with First
Vice-President Hassan Habibi
Monday morning.

Expressing  satisfaction
over the trend of friendly re-
lations  between Iran and
Mudlim countries, the re-
giona states in particular,
Habibi called for closer re-
lations amongst Idlamic
states.

The Muslim countries are
capable of settling many of
the existing crises in the re-
gion through unity and friend-
ship, he stated.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran has made great efforts to
establish peace and tranquil-
ity in the entire region, he
said.

Al-Kuwari stressed that
the Qatari government and
nation attach great im-
portance to relations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

UNDP1o Increase
fishery cooperation
with lran

TEHRAN - Head of the
Asia and the Pacific De-

partment of the United na
tions Development Program
(UNDP) Naghtan said here
on Monday that he would do
his best to implement fish
farming projects in the Cas-
pian Sea and the Persian Gulf
and to encourage Asian
states to invest in the fisheries
industry in Iran.

Naghtan told Managing
Director of Iran's Fisheries
Organization Rasul La
hijanian here on Monday that
the UNDP planned to prevent
the pollution of sea, IRNA re-
ported. Lahijanian said for his
part that his organization has
paved the way for the public
to invest in this industry and
has formed the union of pri-
vate employersin 10 different
related fields as well as a
chamber of fisheries.

He said that the UNDP
plans to contribute to imple-
mentation of development
programs in the country in a
near future.

He said that Iran’s Fish-
eries Organization has en-
acted regulations and
launched extensive efforts to
prevent excessive fishing and
promote fish and shrimp
farming in the Caspian Sea.

He added that his or-
ganization is aso to farm
sturgeons in the Caspian Sea
in cooperation with the World
Bank (WB) after allocating
necessary credit for condution
of related research on the pro-
ject by French experts.

He expressed hope that
Iran would be capable of
farming fish in salt waters in
cooperation with the UNDP,
using other countries  ex-
periences.

ECONA genera assembly concludes

TEHRAN - The second
general assembly of the man-
aging directors of the mem-
ber states of the Economic

Cooperation  Organization

Iran’ s youth free-style wrestling
team ranks 1st in Syria

TEHRAN - Iran’syouth
free-style wrestling team
took thefirst place at the in-
ternational  Syrian  pres-
idential cup free-style
wrestling contest, held in
Damascus on Sunday.

The Iranian team scored
72 points and received five
gold, three silver and three
bronze medas, IRNA re-
ported from Damascus.

Syria and Egypt took
the second and third places

in the said contest, where
four Syrian and an Egyptian
teams had taken part.

The gold medal winners
were Yousef Esmailzadeh
in 54 kg category, Mehdi
Nikmanesh in 58 kg cat-
egory, Reza Ramezanzadeh
in the 62 kg category,
Omid-Reza Kuhani in the
76 kg category and Kam-
ran Amiri in the 97 kg cat-
egory.

Three silver medals of
the event went to Masood
Vahedi in the 54 kg cat-
egory, Hadi Habibi in the
69 kg category and Has-
sanallah  Yarpour in the
125 kg category.

Ahmad Hashemi,
Seyed Ali Shadpour and
Mehdi Dodangeh also re-
celved bronze medals in
the 54 kg, 62 kg and 69 kg
categories.

News Agencies (ECONA)
concluded in Islamabad Sun-
day with the ratification of
the organization’s future pro-
gram.

The three-day meeting
which began on Friday, de-
fined development plans un-
til the year 2000. ECONA'’s
outgoing secretary general,
Shapour Jomeh Farsangi re-
ported on the organization's
activities during the past
year.
The director for inter-
national affairs of IRNA as-
sumed the post of secretary-
general of ECONA at the
first genera assembly held in
Tehran in August 1997.

Jomeh Farsangi told the
gathering that a special news
desk is to be set up at IRNA
in accordance with ECONA
Charter. He states that ECO-

NA secretariat in Tehran, in
cooperation with the An-
atolia News Agency of Tur-
key and Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP), has held two
meeting and one training
workshop for economic cor-
respondents. It has also had
close cooperation with the
Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization secretariat in Teh-
ran.

ECONA is to set up a
data bank among its mem-
bers on the Home Page of In-
ternet. This will meet the re-
quirements of its members
for al economic information.
Once operative, the data
bank will be transformed
into one of the biggest of its
kind, providing access to
member states on regulations
and latest economic develop-
ments.
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Brent prices in London
crept back over 13 dpb Mon-
day morning compared with
over 14 dpb after the Saudi
Arabian, Venezuelan and
Mexican oil ministers met in
Amsterdam  earlier  this
month. Responding to the
pact, Iran, Kuwait, Qatar and
the UAE have pledged re-
ductions of their own and oth-
er OPEC members are ex-

pected to sign up a this
week’ s meeting.

A first wave of cuts
agreed in Riyadh in March
has so far done little to sup-
port prices, which are a third
below rates last year.

One estimate is that
OPEC revenues could plunge
by some Dlrs. 45 billion com-
pared with DlIrs. 150 bn last
year, if prices fail to recover.

Iran callsfor
extraordinary session of
OIC foreign ministers

TEHRAN - Iranian Pres-
ident and current Chairman
of the Organization of Islam-
ic Conference (OIC) Mo-
hammad Khatami in a state-
ment to heads of OIC
member states called for hold-
ing an extraordinary meeting
of OIC foreign ministers in a
bid to adopt proper stands
vis-avis the recent decision
of the Zionist regime about
the holy Qods.

The Zionist regime has
decided to establish an um-
brella municipality in Beit-ul-
Mogaddas aimed at realizing
judaization of the holy city,
IRNA reported.

The OIC chairman in his

statement said that the recent
decision of the Zionist re-
gime aong its aready es
tablished policy of occupation
and flagrant violation of inter-
national law and resolutions
of the U.N. Security Council,
isaclear sign of the regime's
total disregard for the least
demands of the world com-
munity. Referring to the OIC
resolutions in support of the
Palestinian people’s cause,
Khatami warned of the dan-
ger of this aggressive action
of the Zionists which, he said,
is another step towards fur-
ther trampling on the in-
dienable rights of the cou-
rageous people of Palestine.

UK dally: U.S. must
acknowledge Iran's
right to self-defense

TEHRAN - President
Clinton’s cal for a gen-
uine  reconciliation with
Iran will only come about
if Washington sees that
Tehran has a stake in the
stability of the region, the
Financial Times said
Monday in an editorial.

The U.S. aso needs to
see the potential of Pres-
ident Mohammad  Kha
tami to “become a pivota
figure, trying to reconcile
Isam and  modernity un-
der the rule of law,” it
said, quoted by IRNA
from London.

Commenting on U.S.
overtures, the daily sug-
gested that Clinton want-
ed to emulate President
Nixon's “historic detente”
with China.

It agreed that engage-
ment was the “best
means’ in dealing with
Tehran, but said that the
U.S. has to draw the Ira-
nian government into the
battle against nuclear pro-

liferation.

“To do this, Washing-
ton should start considering
Iran as part of regional se-
curity arrangements’ and
this meant  recognizing
fears about the Zionist
regime's  unacknowledged
nuclear arsenal and India
and Pakistan’'s new ca
pability, the  Financia
Times said.

Although the U.S. has
clamed it wants Iran to
stop supporting  terrorism,
the rea problem is Iran ac-
quiring  ballistic missiles
but it “must acknowledge
the legitimate right of Iran
to defend itself,” it said.

The dally believed that
the most useful way of in-
volving Iran in security
arrangements was “not only
regional but globa dis
armament.”

“The next step if Teh-
ran cooperates, it sug-
gested, was that the “tat-
tered remnants of U.S.
sanctions must be lifted.”

FIFA urged to rename
world cup as cup of
peace and friendship

TEHRAN - In a letter
to the International Foot-
ball Federation (FIFA),
Iran’'s Green Front Mon-
day offered a proposal
caling on FIFA to hold
next rounds of world cup
soccer matches under the
titte of peace, friendship
and environment protection
cup.

The international com-
munity witnesses one of
the  most magnificent
sports events every four
years, the letter said, add-
ing it is worth looking at
the world cup from differ-
ent aspects, IRNA re
ported. One should avail

this opportunity to raise in-
ternational issues a the
time when some 3 billion
people across the world
are  watching football
matches on TV. Thus, this
huge sports event can be
more glorious if it
pays attention to the ideds
and expectations of man
regarding peace and friend-
ship, the Green Front said.

The Green Front of
Iran suggests that the next
world cup matches be
held under the title of
peace, friendship and en-
vironment  protection cup,
the letter concluded.
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