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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada
Tel: (416) 733- 0330
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|ran purchases passenger
planes from Russia

TEHRAN - The Iranian Minister of Roads and Transport Mahmoud Hoj-
jéti arrived in Moscow Tuesday on a three-day official visit to the Russian

Federation at the invitation of his Russian counterpart Sergey Frank. | N

Haojjati during his stay here is to exchange views with the Russian of-
ficials on ways of expanding the two countries' cooperation in transportation
affairs, IRNA reported from Moscow. Simultaneous with the Hojjati’ s visit
the two countries expert committees in the sea and road transportation are
expected to start their work. Among important objectives of the visit to Mos-
cow of the Iranian minister is to purchase some Russian made passenger
planes after his inspection of the Russian 11-96 and TU-204 aircraft-building

plantsin the cities of Ulyanovsk and Zhokovski.
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Qatar for everlasting cordial
relations with Iran

TEHRAN - The outgoing Qatari Ambassador to Iran Ali Abd al-Aziz al-
Kuwari was seen off by some Arab and Muslim ambassadors based in Teh-
ran and some officials of the Iranian Foreign Ministry. Al-Kuwari in an inter-
view with IRNA at Mehrabad airport referring to the existing good relations
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Arab countries, called Tehran-
Doha bilateral relations as ‘unique’. He also expressed keenness of his gov-
ernment and people for an everlasting cordia relations with the Iranian gov-
ernment and nation. Pointing out that he will never forget those unforgetable
and fruitful years he worked in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Al-Kuwari
thanked the Iranian officials who cooperated with him during his tenure in
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

King Fahd welcomes promotion  Islam teaches independence,
of Tehran-Riyadh ties

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi
wrapped up hisvisit to Saudi
Arabiaand returned here ear-
ly Wednesday morning after
discussing the prevailing cri-
sis in oil prices with Saudi
officias.

King Fahd received the
Iranian foreign minister in
Jeddah Tuesday night, IRNA
reported from Jeddah.

King Fahd welcomed
promotion of Tehran-Riyadh
tiesand expressed the hope

that bilateral relations will
grow stronger.

The Saudi king also wel-
comed agreements reached
between the Iranian and
Saudi foreign ministers to
counter the sharp fal in oil
prices.

King Fahd expressed the
hope that the agreements as
well as Tehran-Riyadh
cooperation within the Or-
ganization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC)
will help bring oil pricesto a

desirable level.
While in Riyadh, he held
Sseparate mesetings  with

Crown Prince Abdullah and
Foreign Minister Saud al-
Faisal.

Earlier on Tuesday, the
Iranian foreign minister ex-
changed views with Saudi
Crown Prince Abdullah ibn
Abd a-Aziz as-Sa’ ud in Jed-
dah.

As-Sa ud expressing sat-
isfaction over the expanding
relations between the two

Unprecedented demand
to attend Iran oil conference

TEHRAN - Next week’'s
4-day conference in London
on new development op-
portunities in Iran is the
place to be for senior oil ex-
ecutives, that is if they have
already booked to attend.

Organizers IBC UK Con-
ferences say there has been
an “unprecedented demand”
to attend from delegates that
has led to a shortage of space
for the press. for some
events, journalists are being
excluded because of the
huge response, IRNA re-
ported from London.

The conference starts in
London next Tuesday with
technical briefing sessions
followed with seminars on
the current and future pros-
pects of cooperationin Iran’s
oil and gas sectors.

A team of senior of-
ficials from the National Ira-

nian Oil Company will also
be presenting a new round of
both offshore and onshore
projects available for foreign
investment.

Among the speakers is
Iran’s Deputy Oil Minister
in International Affairs,
Seyyed Mehdi Hosseini.
former UK Energy Minister,
Tim Eggar, who is now
chairman of Monument Oil,
is aso giving an industry
view on opportunities avail-
able for international con-
tractors.

Iran’s importance as one
of the oldest mainstream pro-
ducers has been underlined
by Director of Hydrocarbons
Venture, Michael Ala, who
says that its strategic loca
tion is well placed to supply
the three continents of Af-
rica, Europe and Asia.

“With the current low oil

prices, it is clear that coun-
tries such as Iran with low
production costs are in a
good position to provide
producers and consumers of
petroleum products with
competitive priced oil,” he
said.

The unprecedented de-
mand for the conference fol-
lows the U.S. promising to
grant waivers against its
controversial unilateral
sanctions legislation that
was originaly intended to
prevent foreign investment
in Iran’s energy industry.

The waivers does not af-
fect the ban on U.S. com-
panies from doing business
with Iran, but it has not
stopped their attendance to
see some of the lucrative
contracts they are unable to
bid for because of Amer-
ican domestic laws.

|ran sanction against
Interests of U.S. all firms

TEHRAN - President of
giant U.S. oil company,
Arco, Mike Berlun said in
Astaneh Tuesday that “the
U.S. sanction against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is
against the interests of the
United States firms.”

“It has driven U.S. com-
panies into areal stalemate,”
said the Arco chief, IRNA
reported from Almaty.

Berlun has asked U.S.
President Bill Clinton to ab-
rogate the trade sanction.

“It is essential that the

United States annul the
sanction so that steps could
be initiated towards normal-
ization of relation with the
Islamic Republic of Iran,”
Arco president stated.
Talking to Kazakh week-
ly (Delevoo Ayanddlia) pub-
lished in Almaty, Berlun fur-
ther stated, “Clinton’s
acceptance to waiver d' Ama-
to sanction against Iran al-
lowing European firms a
freehand in making big deals
with expansive Iran market,
has seriously endangered the

DIrs. 9 mfor full implementation
of industrial projects

ALIGUDARZ, Lorestan - Some Dlrs. 9 million has been
alocated for full implementation of industria projects in this
western Iranian province this year. Industries Minister Ghol-
am Reza Shafeie made the remark after inspecting the project
for enhancement of Lorestan Glass Factory on Saturday.
Managing Director of Lorestan Glass Factory Khodakarami
said that 75 percent of work on the project has been com-
pleted at a cost of RIs. 70 billion. The factory, with the capac-
ity of producing 5,000 tons of heat resistant utensils annualy,
is to be put into operation during Ten-Day Dawn (February1-
11) as per celebration marking triumph anniversary of the

1979 Ilamic Revolution in lran.

THE HISTORY OF PERSIAN RUGS;

The artistry of Persian Rugs accentuates the history that pre-
cedes their rare beauty. Each piece is hand woven and elegantly ex-
presses historical characters, literature and the culture of ancient
Persia since the creation of the first Persian Rug, some thousands of
years ago. Other countries attempt to imitate this art and market
their rugs using names such as Iranian cities and traditional Iranian
designs. However, they lack the cultural knowledge and the genuine
quality that is the foundation for creating such a treasured mas-

terpiece.

Through time Persian rugs have become eminently and inter-
nationally renowned. Today, antique Persian Rugs are most valuable
for their enchanting beauty. Rare pieces can be found displayed in
museums, palaces, homes, etc. with many others bought and sold in
antique shows to collectors from all around the world especially

North Americafor great value.

There are about 8 million Iranian men and women who make a
living through the rug industry daily (child labour in Iran is illegal
and prohibited). The Iranian and the U.S. governments have recently
expressed support for cultural trade between the two countries. We
hope the President of the United States will move to abolish the em-
bargo placed upon the buying and selling of Persian Rugs, in respect
to the relationship between these two nations and the cultural tradi-

tion of thisart.

We cordialy invite al to visit our warehouse and showrooms to
discover the finest selection of hand-knotted Persian Rugs. We are
committed to and strongly believe in educating our clients and other
individuals on the ancient process utilized in creating such dis-
tinctive pieces. This ancient artistry ensures the quality of each
piece and encompasses the entire Persian Rug tradition.

Farshe Tabriz; largest producer of hand woven Persian Rugs.

15 West Pearce &. Unit 1
Toronto, Ontario

West of Leslie, North of HWY 7, CANADA

Phone: (905) 731 - 2202
Fax: (905) 731 - 2322

E-mail: Farshe-Tabriz @ msn. com

Reference Article: Business Editorial The Business Connection,

Toronto Sar,
March 8, 1998

U.S. interestsin the region.”

The United States under
severe pressure from its Eu-
ropean alies at the recent G-
7 meeting, gave in waivering
its unilateral extraterritorial
d’Amato law against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran.

big Muslim neighboring na-
tions, stated that this re-
lations would be in the inter-
ests of al Mudims around
theworld.

The Saudi crown prince
underlined the need for fur-
ther paving the way for a
broadening cooperation be-
tween the two major oil pro-
ducing countries aimed at
controlling the recent crisis
in the oil market.

Expressing readiness of
his country for enhancing
cooperation with the Islamic
Republic of Iran, he stated
that Jeddah will also expand
its cooperation with other

member nations of the
OPEC in thisregard.
The Saudi  official wel-

coming the earlier accords
reached in the meeting be-
tween the foreign ministers
of Iran and Saudi Arabia for
checking the recent oil crisis,
expressed hope that the ac-
cords would soon be able to

influence the oil market.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister arrived in Jeddah Tues-
day and was warmly wel-
comed by his Saudi
counterpart Prince Sa'ud al-
Faisal and some other high
ranking officials.

Coordination  between
the two major oil producing
countries for finding a way
out of the recent oil crisis be-
fore attending the foreign
ministerial meeting of the
Organization of the Petrole-
um Exporting Countries
(OPEC) which is to be held
in Vienna on Wednesday is
on top agenda of the Khar-
razi’svisit to Saudi Arabia.

Prince a-Faisal and
Kharrazi in their meeting,
held immediately after Khar-
razi’s arrival, reviewed the
two countries' promoting bi-
lateral relations and ex-
changed views on ways to
further control the oil mar-
ket.

Spanish ail firm
to make
Investment in Iran

TEHRAN - A right wing Spanish daily, ABC wrote
in Madrid Tuesday that a Spanish gas and oil company,
Rapsoal, is currently studying the possibility of entering
into an accord in the area of gas and oil investment with
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Rapsol president, Alfonso Cortina is expected to pay
an officia visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran for the

materialization of this project, where he will meet with
the high ranking Iranian officials to extract a concession
for the exploration and extraction of oil in the Persian

Gulf.

Iran’s Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh is ex-
pected to pay an official visit to Spain in July 1998 for
the exchange of talks with top Spanish officials and in-

vestors.

Rapsol, one of the biggest and most important Span-
ish oil firms, has made investments in sixteen countries
for the exploration and extraction of gas and oil.

Rapsol had made a capital investment of over 507
billion pesetas in oil and gas industry. It is expected to
invest over 570 billion pesetas up to 2002.

(One U.S. dollar is equivalent to 145 Spanish pe-

setas.)

Ramsol had net income of 126 billion pesetas in
1997 from the investments it had made in Latin Amer-

ican countries specifically.

non-submission to aggression

TEHRAN - “The
Prophet (peace be upon
him) and Islam taught us to
be individuals who would
be independent, freedom
loving, merciful, for-
giving, compassionate and
non-submissive to dom-
ineering and oppressive
forces,” stated Iran’'s Pres-
ident, Mohammad Kha-
tami.

On the occasion of the
mourning day of the death
of the last messenger of
Allah and the martyrdom
anniversary of the second
Imam, Hassan ibn Ali
(as.), the rightful successor
of the Prophet’s household,
President Khatami told the
Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) at the cer-
emony that “participation
in the matters related to the
nation is yet another im-
portant criterion preached
in Islam by Prophet Mo-
hammad (PBUH),” IRNA
reported.

“Islam teaches us to
practice monotheism, non-
dependence on strangers
and diens and non-
imposition of one’s will on

other individuals,” the
chief executive pointed
out.

“Non-acceptance of
domination should not be

interpreted as a means to
use force, Islam not only
preaches to honor the
ideals of mutual respect in
the world but also to be
champions of peace” the
president stated.

“However it should be
known that Islam does not
teach submission; it would
not compromise its prin-
ciples and that it would not
accept any form of domina-
tion or force,” the president
said.

Khatami went on to say
that “to attract the youth to
the ideals and values of Is-
lam, we should show com-
passion and benevolence
and we should definitely
avoid such pitfalls as short-
sightedness and the use of
threat and force, all of
which cannot help our so-
ciety progress and ad-
vance.”

“The community has
laws and if someone
breaches the law, he shall
be dealt with according to
the laws of the nation,”
Khatami underscored.

“We should be thankful
to Allah for the in-
numerable bounties be-
stowed upon the Islamic
Republic of Iran and that
we should all show solidar-
ity and unity under the aus-

pices of the armed forces,”
Khatami stated.

“The ummah should
act under the axes of the
Leader of Islamic Revolu-
tion and supreme ju-
risprudent and the con-
stitution of the nation in
order to create a pattern of
a community desired by
the Seal of the Prophets
(PBUH) and his rightful
successors, Imams (as.),”
the president stated.

“1 thank Allah that we
are on that path,” Khatami
said.

The chief executive
went on to say, “with the
Islamic  government in
power, an unbiased in-
dividual ready to coexist
peacefully with an Islamic
community, should be re-
garded dear even if one
were a non-Muslim.”

“Our nation should
show this attitude in prac-
tice and establish justice,”
President Khatami stated.

Present at this cer-
emony were the IRGC
commander, Major General
Rahim Safavi, the politico-
ideology representative of
the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution and a number
of IRGC commanders, fam-
ilies of the martyrs and
IRGC personnel.

Athens healthy cities
declaration

TEHRAN - Mayors and
political representatives at-
tending the World Health
Organisation (WHO) “inter-
national healthy cities con-
ference” Tuesday signed
the Athens healthy cities
declaration thereby pledg-
ing themselves and their
cities to comprehensive
planning and action for ur-
ban health into the next
millennium.

The declaration calls on
national governments to
recognize, support and
learn from the creative ap-
proaches pioneered in the
WHO healthy cities move-
ment over the last ten
years, IRNA reported from

Japanese delegation visits lrag
refugee camp in Iran

KERMANSHAH - The
head of a philanthropic Nip-
pon Foundation, Ayako
Sono, heading a team of six-
teen Japanese inspected the
refugee camp in  Ker-
manshah Province Tuesday.

The team is made up of
seven members from the
Nippon Foundation, M/S
Chikato Saito, the high com-
missioner of refugees in To-
kyo, reporters, photog-
raphers, members of Kyodo
Agency and several cor-
respondents from Japanese
dailies, IRNA reported.

The team studied the
sanitary and medical facil-
ities of the camp where
5,400 refugees are presently

being housed.
The head of Nippon
Foundation, Ayako Sono

told IRNA that the founda-

tion had allocated over Dlirs.
one million for the treat-
ment, care and sanitation of
the sick refugees at the camp
inlran.

“With the cooperation of
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the refugees are being well-
taken care of at Kangavar
and Sefid Chaga,” Sono

said

She further said, “we are
delighted to see jubilant and
high spirited infants at the
camps - an issue which will
be reflected to U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees
in Geneva, Ogata.”

Sono lauded the Islamic
Republic of Iran for its med-

ical and sanitary services
which Iran has facilitated for
the refugees at this camp.
The officials responsible
for the care of the sick at the
camp said that over 80 to 90
percent of the expenses was
being shouldered by the
U N. refugee bureau in Teh-

U.N.-sponsored conference
on war-affected children

TEHRAN - A United
Nations press release said
here Tuesday that “ad-

vocating for the rights of
children in armed conflict

|tallan experts help
|ran to upgrade
textile machinery

TEHRAN - Leading Ital-
ian experts have announced
their readiness to upgrade
Iranian textile industry, it
was reported Monday.

Association of Textile
Manufacturers  of Iran
(ATMI) in a press release
Monday said a delegation
composed of experts from
the Association of Italian
Textile Machinery Man-
ufacturers (ACIMIT) is due
to arrive here on June 29 for
a two-day visit to Iran and
talks with Iranian in-

dustriglists. They will aso
attend a seminar on machin-
ery of textile industry to be
organized by the ATMI.

“lran's aging textile in-
dustry needs updating and
the ACIMIT that represents
250 Italian manufacturers is
best suited to modernize and
upgrade it”, an ATMI public
Relations official said.

“The cooperation be-
tween ATMI and ACIMIT
will aso help transfer the
textile technology from Italy
to Iran,” the official said.

and helping to rehabilitate
them after the traumas they
have experienced are high
on the agenda at the United
Nations-sponsored ~ sym-
posium which began on
Monday in London.”

The symposium was
opened by the specia rep-
resentative of the secretary-
general on  children in
armed conflict, Olara Oo-
tunnu, who stressed the
need to find ways to make
a difference on the ground.

Otunnu called on gov-
ernments to make this part
of their agenda.

Separate working
groups met in the afternoon
to tackle the questions of
advocacy,  rehabilitation,
protection and standards as
they relate to war-
traumatised children.

The purpose of this
symposium, according to
Ahmad Fawzi, the director
of the United Nations In-
formation Center in Lon-

don, is to generate “greater
support for the rights, pro-
tection and welfare of chil-
dren al over the world
who are caught up in the
horrors of war, or who are
forced to give violent ex-
pression to the hatreds of
adults.”

Mr. Fawzi called on
participants to identify con-
crete steps which govern-
ments could take to help
Mr. Otunnu fulfil his man-
date.

The two-day sym-
posium is being organised
by the United Kingdom’s
Department  for  Inter-
national Development, with
the collaboration of the
United Nations office of
the special representative
for children in armed con-
flict, the United Nations In-
formation Center in Lon-
don and the United
Kingdom national com-
mittee for the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund.
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Athens.

The 623 conference
delegates from 57 countries
who took part in the 4-day
international event wel-
comed the declaration as
useful framework for plan-
ning and action.

The mayor of district
20, a suburb in south of
Tehran, is aso participating
in the conference.

“Athens is proud to put
its name on this historic
declaration,” declared Dim-
itris Avramopoulos, mayor
of Athens..it is funda
mental to the future suc-
cess of all our efforts to
create healthier urban en-
vironments for  people
throughout Europe and
around the world.”

Agis Tsouros, head of
the center for urban health
at the WHO regiona office
for Europe, noted that “this

declaration highlights the
priorities and new chal-
lenges for cities to work
on.”

The declaration calls
for expansion of capacity
building and  network
through the healthy cities
into the newly independent
states and the Balkan
countries of the WHO Eu-
ropean region.

The conference which
began on Saturday was or-
ganised by WHO in coop-
eration with the Athens Mu-
nicipality.

The conference ad-
dressed a number of issues
such as urban poverty, so-
cia exclusion, ecological
management, heath in-
equalities, drugs, acohol
and tobacco, living and
working conditions, and the
health of children as well
as older people.

Experts on women's
rights meet at U.N.
headguarters

TEHRAN

- “More innovative methods are needed to en-

courage ratification of the United Nations convention on the
elimination of al forms of discriminations against women,”
U.N. secretary general’s special advisor on gender issues, An-

gelaKing said.

Speaking on Monday before the 23-member expert body
which monitors implementation of the convention, King stat-
ed, “there was evidence of increased commitment to wom-
en’s human rights within the U.N. system.”

However, she warned of the complacency and to bridge
the gap between ratification and implementation of the con-

vention.

During its three-week session, the committee on the elim-
ination of discrimination against women will hear reports
from South Africa, Slovakia, Nigeria, Panama, the United
Republic of Tanzania, New Zealand, Peru and the Republic

of Korea.

The committee is the only U.N. human rights treaty-
monitoring body to deal exclusively with women. It monitors
implementation of the convention which came into force in

1981.

Countries that have ratified or acceded to the convention
are legally bound to put its provisions into practice and report

periodically on compliance.
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