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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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Iran’ s biggest oil platform
to become operational

TEHRAN - Iran’s biggest oil platformisto be installed and put into op-
eration in Abuzar oil field, located between Kharg Island and Kuwait in the

Persian Gulf region, in the next six months.

Director for the southern region department of ‘Iran Sadra company
Mashallah Salemizadeh told IRNA here on Saturday that the manufacture
of the 10,000-ton platform had cost the company over Dirs. three million.

With installation of the platform, 200,000 barrels of oil would be ex-

tracted and transferred to Kharg Island.

lran welcomes progress
In EU relations

TEHRAN- Foreign
Ministry spokesman Mah-
moud Mohammadi here on
Saturday expressed satisfac-
tion with the joint efforts by
Iran and the European Un-
ion during the EU pres
idency of Britain, leading
to a higher understanding
between EU and the Islamic
Republic.

Derek Fatchett, the Brit-
ish Foreign Office Minister,
had  previoudy stressed
EU’s resolve to engage in a
congtructive dialog with the

Islamic Republic concerning
the major issues out-
standing between the two
sides, IRNA reported.
Mohammadi noted that
per agreement reached be-
tween Iranian Foreign Min-
istry and the EU Troika on
May 19, the two sides
agreed to conduct com-
prehensive negotiations in
Tehranin near future.
“Tehran welcomes
speedy start of such nego-
tiations to help create a pos-
itive and constructive at-
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mosphere and to build the
confidence between the two
sides,” Mohammadi added.
Pointing out the British
desire as expressed by its
foreign office minister to
expand London-Tehran re-
lations, Mohammadi said
“surely strengthening the
element of realism in the
British policy and more at-
tention to the redlities of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
will facilitate expansion of
bilateral relations based on
mutual respect and interest.”

Bogota seeks expansion of
political, economicties
with Tehran

TEHRAN - Parliament
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri here on Saturday said
that inter-parliamentary
cooperation between Iran
and Colombia can greatly
help the relations between
the two governments, res-

soning that “parliaments
serve as the strong arms of
governments.”

In a meeting with his
Colombian counterpart,
Carlos Ardila Ballesteros,
Nateq Nouri added that

Tehran and Bogota should
take measures to upgrade
their “aready very good
level of relations,” IRNA
reported.

Noting the premium ge-
ographical location of the
Islamic Republic  of Iran,
Nateq Nouri sad the
grounds are prepared for
expansion of Tehran-
Bogota economic relations,
and that the relations can be
greatly helped through es-
tablishment of joint ec-
onomic commissions be-
tween the two countries.

Nateq Nouri further
briefed his  Colombian
counterpart on relations be-
tween Iran’s executive, ju-
diciary and legidative
branches as well as the leg-
idative process in the Is
lamic Republic.

The Colombian parlia-
mentarian told Nateq Nouri
that Bogota seeks to ex-
pand its political, economic
and cultural relations with
Iran, further expressing
hope that the inter-
parliamentarian cooperation,
specialy that between par-
liamentary friendship
groups, can strengthen the
ties between the two coun-
tries.

Thanking Iran for its
support of Colombia in in-
ternational arena, Bal-
lesteros expressed his coun-
try’s desire to take part in

economic and cultural ex-
hibits in Iran.

Ballesteros arrived in
Tehran friday night at the
head of a  parliamentary
delegation. In a show of
respect for founder of the
Islamic Republic the late
Imam Khomeini, the Co-
lombian delegation visited
the late Imam’s mausole-
um Saturday morning and
laid wreath on his tomb.

Meanwhile, boosting
Tehran-Bogota cooperation
in the reams of poalitics,
culture, economics and par-
liamentary &ffars were
among main subjects dis-
cussed by Iranian Foreign
Minister Kama Kharrazi
and the visting spesker of
Columbia's Parliament here
on Saturday.

The Columbian speak-
er said Columbian  Par-
liament supports expansion
of ties with Iran in al
available fields of activity.

He said the private sec-
tor of Columbia is inter-
ested in cooperation with
Iran and caled for ex-
change of commercial del-
egations in an  effort to
prepare the ground for re-
ciprocal acquaintance with
each other's economic po-
tentialities.

Kharrazi said in the
meeting that both sides en-
joy commonalities in polit-
ical, cultural and economic
affairs and they should
make efforts to promote
bilateral cooperation. He
said formation of Iran-
Columbia  parliamentary
group would serve as a
proper lever for bolstering
ties.

He aso welcomed set-
ting up of joint trade and
economic meetings  in-
volving tradesmen and in-
dustridlists of both coun-
tries.

Cultural  cooperation

Conference on
|slamic contribution
to medicine

TEHRAN- A two-day
international conference on
Muslim  physicians' con-
tribution to the history of
medicine opened in the cen-
tral English city of Birming-
ham Saturday.

Some 200 doctors from
the UK and another 100
from abroad attended the
conference, organized by
the International Institute of
Isamic Medicine, IRNA re-
ported from London.

The program was look-
ing at the impact of the con-
tribution of Muslim phy-
sicians in the advancement
of science and medicine, es-
pecialy in thefield of sur-
gery as well as presenting
an lIdamic perspective on
the debate about medical
ethics.

The conference was the
third on the history of Islam-
ic medicine held under the
auspices of the Islamic Med-
ical Association of North
America and the College of
Medicine at Illinois Uni-
versity.

It was organized in con-
junction with the Muslim

doctors-dentists  association
in the UK. The venue at
Birmingham’s  International
Convention Center was the
same as last month’s site for
summit of the G-8 in-
dustrialized countries.

Pino Arlacchi:

including exchange of art-
ists, expansion of tourism
and cooperation of Iran and
Columbia in international
forums and within the
Non-Aligned Movement
were  also discussed.

In a separate meeting,
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Minister of Iran
Ataollah Mohagerani  and
Ballesteros here Saturday
reviewed prospects for
cultural  cooperation be-
tween Iran and Columbia.

The culture min-
ister of Iran offered a brief
account on the post-
revolution cultural and ar-
tistic activities in Iran and
invited the Columbian of-
ficial to arrange regular
contacts between the artists
of Iran and Columbia.

Mohgjerani  reminded
the visiting Columbian of-
ficial that the Islamic Re-
public has made great
progress in most arts dur-
ing the post-revolution
era, and that the country
now ranks among the first
five of the top producers of
artigtically the best films
internationally.

The Iranian officia aso
acknowledged the value of
cultural interface between
the artists of the two coun-
tries and proposed that
writers, poets and artists of
Iran and Columbia be of-
fered help for regular con-
tacts between themselves.

The visiting Columbian
official appreciated the cul-
tural and artistic progress
in Iran and observed that a
friendship group of  the
two countries that has al-
ready been formed might
be relied on as an de
ment for attaining the mu-
tual goas of cultural and
artistic interface between
the  commonweath  of
learning and artists of the
two countries.

Italian
prime
minister
duein
Tehran

TEHRAN - Italian
premier’s: spokesman Ri-
cardo -Franco -Levi- sad
that -Prime -Minister -Ro-
mano - Prodi- - is  to - visit
Tehran to- get first: hand
information - on.- ongoing
developmentsin lran.

Levi said that Prodi's
mission to Tehranisa po-
litical ‘move, - adding that
Italian -~ Trade - - Minister
Fantozzi isto accompany
Prodi in " his Tehran visit
to hold talks with-lranian
officials on convention of
Tehran-Rome joint - com-
mission, - IRNA - reported
from-Rome:

He stressed that Rome
supports- -the - policy - of
holding talks with Tehran
because it believes: that
Iran plays an strategically
important role in the po-
litical scene of the region.

He said-that athough
Rome - supports - - dialog
with Tehran but-is - loyal
to its aliance with the the
West for which it has paid
more dearly than others.

Levi said that the Ital-
ian ‘prime minister would
hold- talks with - lranian
President Mohammad
Khatami, - First - Vice-
President  Hassan - Habibi
and - the - Expediency
Council Chairman -Akbar

Hashemi Rafsanjani.

President:

voll

Tehran to host Central Asian
eyball contest

TEHRAN- Central Asian volleyball contests are to be held here from Au-
gust 12-14, Iran’s Volleyball Federation announced on Saturday.

India, Pakistan and Kazakhstan have announced their readiness so far to
attend the contest, which was scheduled formerly to be held in India

The change in the venue of the contest came after India's request from
the International Volleyball Federation since it coincided with the world
women volleyball prize contest which was aso to be held in that country.

Judiciary must be independent

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Saturday said judges must be
impartial in al ways and
must not side with any spe-
cific trend, group and ten-
dency.

Addressing a gathering
of the judiciary officials, the
president stated that ajudge
is not subordinate to the
commands of any individual,
adding that no superior of-
ficial can tell him what to do
and what not to do, IRNA re-
ported.

The criterion in Islamic
judicial system is restoration
of rights and nothing
should prevent such a grave
task, Khatami stressed.

The chief executive fur-
ther added that Islam does
not favor scrutinizing in or-
der to find faults. Rather, the
most important principle in
Islam is the principle of ac-
quittal, he said adding that
this is clearly stated in the
constitution.

Any violation of this
principle, will be dealt with
severely, he pointed out.

The president further em-
phasized that no power is au-
thorized to force a judge to
issue a certain verdict. Judg-
es should function in total
freedom.

Underling the need to
avoid forced extraction of
confession and the un-
pleasant methods common in
certain countries, President
Khatami  said in such cir-
cumstances the case is void
of validity.

He said any citizen of the
Islamic Republic of Iran is
entitled to certain rights and
that the Islamic system is re-

sponsible to guarantee
thoserights.
Khatami remarked that

in a progressive society,

Iran, Russiasign
accord on transport,
shipping

TEHRAN - Iran and Russiain Moscow Saturday signed a
letter of understanding on surface transportation and shipping.

The agreement was signed by Iran's Roads and Trans-

portation Minister

Mahmoud Hojjati and his Russian coun-

terpart Sergel Frank, IRNA reported from Moscow.
The letter of understanding, among its other provisions,

provides
transportation

for improving every existing capacity for surface
between Iran and Russia, and shipment

across Iran of cargo between Asia and Europe.
The agreement also provides arrangements for improving
Caspian Sea shipping and adjusting port tariffs for smooth

traffic of

authorized shipping between the two countries.

The Iranian side also recommended that Russia see to the
aleged violations of T.I.R. regulations by 60 Iranian carriers,
and the Russian minister promised to take the issue to the
customs officials of Russiafor final resolution.

The Iranian minister was in Moscow for a four-day of-

ficial visit.

He has also already seen over Toplov and Ilushin aircraft
manufacturing plants and has had preliminary discussions
with their executives for chartering and purchasing a number

of those aircraft.

|ran, Poland to promote

transport cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’s Am-
bassador to Warsaw, Mo-

hammad Taheri, and
Polish Minister of Trans-
port and Maritime Econ-
omy Eugeniusz Morawski
in Warsaw Friday ex-
plored avenues for air,
land and maritime trans-
portation.

Iran superb in drug control

TEHRAN - A top UNDCP brass, Pino Arlacchi praised Iran
saying that “the Idamic Republic of Iran has shown extraordinary
performance in the control of drug production and trafficking.”

The UNDCP executive director, Arlacchi, is expected to pay an
officia vidt to Iran this week. He is expected to participate in a
‘bon fire ceremony’ of the destruction of 50 tons of opium and one
ton of heroininthe presence of  President Mohammad Khatami.

Arlacchi told the pressthat Iran’s decision to destroy this quan-
tity of drug isa“historical event”, adding that the Iamic Republic
has performed superb services in the control and production of the

illicit drugs.

“Over two thousand military and law enforcement personnel
had given ther lives in the way of fighting drug traffickers from
Pakistan and Afghanistan,” Arlacchi said.

She added that all drugs being trafficked through Iranian soil
have been seized and confiscated at the border points of Af-

ghanistan and Pakistan.

Arlacchi, an Italian known for her staunch opposition for any
drug production and trafficking, presented her ten-year blueprint
plan for the full eradication of drugs such as heroin, cocaine and
marijuana in the world at the United Nations drug control session.
UNDCP executive director finally stated that the world bank has
promised to contribute over 75 to 80 percent of the cost (DIrs 500

million) for the project.

Reviewing cultural
and historic friendship be-
tween the two countries
and stressing on the need
to boost the relations, Ta-
heri called for an agree-
ment to be signed be-
tween Tehran and
Warsaw on ar trans
portation, IRNA reported.

Referring to the draft
agreement recently inked
in Warsaw by Iran’s Civil
Aviation officials, Taheri
caled for the trans
portation issue to be in-
cluded in the upcoming
meeting of joint Iran-
Poland commission which
is to be held in Tehran in
the near future.

Morawski  welcomed
the proposa and sad
transportation is a key
factor in boosting the vol-
ume of trade exchange
between the two coun-
tries. He further hoped
that the signing of an air
transport agreement will
pave the way for es
tablishing a direct Teh-
ran-Warsaw air link.

The Polish minister
aso referred to the up-
coming  “seminar  on
ports’ to be held in Teh-

ran in January and said
that a high ranking Polish
delegation will participate
in the seminar.

“government” should take its
power from laws, otherwise
the society will experience
anarchy.

He, however, stressed
that laws are not enough to
establish order in the so-
ciety, rather the government
is a guarantor of enforce-
ment of laws in the society.

Khatami further added
that the president is re-
sponsible for the execution
of the congtitution and that
al should coordinate their
actions within this frame-
work.

Stressing  that  per-
formance of the judiciary is
based on law, the president
said that in the light of this
performance security is es-
tablished in the society.

He said the judiciary is
authorized to equally treat all
individuals and classesin the
society, adding that prestige
and reputation of a com-
mitted person is being con-
sidered as his blood and life,
therefore, any aggression on
it is aggression on al hu-
manity.

Stressing  that  per-
formance of such a grave re-
sponsibility by the judiciary
necessitated its in-

dependence, the chief ex-
ecutive said measures should
be taken to further strength-
en the judiciary as strength-
ening of the judiciary is
strengthening of the system
and preservation of the
rights and freedom of the
people.

He aso emphasized the
elimination of al grounds
that may mislead judges and
caled for strengthening of
all positive grounds among
them.

Elsewhere in his speech,
President Khatami pointed to
an atmosphere of “under-
standing and cooperation”
among the executive, judici-
ay and the legidative
branches and said the gov-
ernment views cooperation
with the judiciary as one of
itsimportant tasks.

Saying that such coop-
eration can produce more ef-
fective results through fur-
ther contacts, the president
hoped that this cooperation
will further expand in future.

The president termed the
judiciary as the great her-
itage of the Islamic Revolu-
tion and said one of the most

important tasks of the judici-
ary is to prevent offenses
and find out loopholes in the
judicial system.

He said that establish-
ment of consultative center
to further familiarize people
with their rights is a sig-
nificant step toward pre-
venting offenses in the so-
ciety.

President Khatami
termed chief of the judiciary
Ayatollah Mohammad Y azdi
as a scientific, revolutionary
and prominent personality.

Honoring the memory of
the 7th of Tir (June 28) mar-
tyrs, especialy martyr Ay-
atollah  Mohammad Be-
heshti, Khatami said that
presence of martyr Beheshti
in al scenes of the revolu-
tionwas effective,

He said that 7th of Tir
martyrs were the most com-
petent forces of  the late
Imam Khomeini and that
martyr Beheshti played akey
role in organizing the rev-
olution, compiling the con-
stitution and giving shape to
thejudiciary.

Prior to the president’s
speech Justice Minister Es-
maeel Shushtari reported on
the performance of the ju-

India Relations with Iran
close and constructive

TEHRAN - India enjoys
“close and constructive’ ties
with Iran, marked by ever-
growing economic and com-
mercial relations, says the
1997-98 annual report of the
Ministry of Externa Affairs
of India

Commenting on Indo-
Iran relations in 1997-98, the
report notes, “Indids pos-
itive and constructive inter-
action continued with Iran
during the presidency of
President Rafsanjani and his
successor  President Kha-
tami,” IRNA reported from
New Delhi.

Interestingly, the report

refers to Iran as India's
“neighbor” along with Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Ban-
gladesh, Sri Lanka, Mal-

dives, Myanmar, Nepa and
Bhutan.

On political ties, the re-
port says that India's then
Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs, Aaleem Igbal
Shervani, visited Iranin Sep-
tember 1997 as prime min-
ister's special envoy to fe-
licitate President Khatami on
his assumption of office.

The visit, it may be not-
ed, created a controversy
when on his return Shervani
claimed that Iran had assured
him against the raising of
the Kashmir issue at the De-

cember 9-11 OIC summit in
Tehran.

Tehran denied having
given any such assurance to
India

The report chooses to ig-
nore the controversy over the
Shervani’s statement.

However, it does make
an indirect reference to the
Tehran summit’'s  Kashmir
resolution, though not in the
chapter dealing with Indo-
Iran relations.

Under the head “(P)GCC
and OIC,” the report says,
“in recent years, the OIC has
been passing resolutions per-
taining to Kashmir and the
treatment of India's Muslim
community which have been
one-sided and not reflective
of India s point of view.”

Discussing political ties,
the report mentions in par-
ticuar the India visit of
Alaeddin Boroujerdi, former
deputy foreign minister of
Iran and specid envoy of
President Khatami, on 15 and
16 October 1997 “for con-
sultations on Afghanistan”.

Referring to the “im-
petus’ Indo-Iranian econom-
ic ties received in 1997-98,
the report says the two sides
took follow up action on the
decision taken during the the
oth India-Iran joint commis-
sion held at Tehran in Feb-

New Zealand keen
to cooperate with Iran
In telecommunications

TEHRAN - New Zea
land is keen on expanding its
cooperation with the Islamic
Republic of Iran in post and
telecommunications, the
New Zealand ambassador to
Tehran told Minister of Post,

Iran elected chairman
of Ada-Pacific tourism
educational network

TEHRAN - Iran was €elected as chairman of the Asia
Pacific tourism educational network until the end of the cen-
tury. Iran was elected unanimously to the post at the first ses-
sion of the Asia-Pacific educational network committee affili-

ated to the

United Nations Economic and Social

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), IRNA re-
ported. Iran was also assigned deputy chairman of the net-
work’s executive committee upon the proposal of Australia

and China.

Representatives of the World Tourism Organization, the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura Or-

ganization (UNESCO),

environment protection, the United

Nations and the Asia-Pacific Trip Union were attending the

session.

The participants exchanged views on working out draft of
atwo-year plan of action, progress made at the regional level,
mobilization of educational network and enacting regulations
concerning tourism and admission of hew members.
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Telegraph and Telephone
(PTT) Mohammad Reza
Aref here on Saturday.

Noting that Iran is a
standout in the Middle East
in the field of tele-
communications, the am-
bassador said that his coun-
try seeks closer cooperation
with Iran in the field, IRNA
reported.

Aref said Iran welcomes
expansion of cooperation in
post and telecommunications
with all friendly countriesin-
cluding New Zealand, add-
ing that ‘Payam Airport’, an
airport specialy used for
transportation of parcels, can
be a focus of postal coop-
eration between the two
countries.

ruary 1997.

On the trilateral agree-
ment on international transit
of goods between India, Iran
and Turkmenistan, which
came into force in 1997, the
reports mentions.  “it would
greatly facilitate trade and
reduce transit time in trans-
port of goods between India
and Central Asian republics
using Iranian ports and rail-
ways.”

A MOU signed on an-
imal health in October in
Tehran, Indo-lranian  ag-
ricultural work plan for the
period of 1998-2000 are de-
scribed as other highlights of
the bilateral economic ties.

“Discussion on imple-
mentation of important pro-
jects -- Qeshm island, fer-
tiliser  project, ralway
signdling project and gas
pipeline project continued
during the year,” adds the re-
port.

lran’s soccer
team returns
hometoa
Warm welcome

TEHRAN - Members of
the national Iranian soccer
team returned home early
Sunday morning to a warm
welcome by alarge crowd of
fans who had gathered at the
airport since midnight.

Upon arrival, the team
was greeted by the fans who
chanted ‘Iran, Iran’ and show-
ered the footballers with flow-
ers.

The national Iranian soc-
cer team found its way to the
1998 soccer World Cup in
France after 20 years.

Despite its defeat by Yu-
gosavia and Germany, the
Iranian team scored an un-
forgettable victory in its play
against the U.S. team and
stood 3rd in its group.

All members of the team
returned home except for
striker Khodadad Azizi.

Head of the Iranian Foot-
ball Federation Mohsen Sa
fael Farahani, manager of
the national Iranian soccer
teams Nasser Nowamouz,
head coach Jalal Talebi and
coaches Bijan Zolfagarnasab
and Akbar Maeki ac-
companied the footballers on
their Paris-Tehran flight.
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