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First woman assistant-judge

appointed

TEHRAN - Head of the Judiciary Ayatollah Mohammad Y azdi in a de-
cree on Saturday appointed the first woman assistant-judge at the pros-

ecutor’ s office of the Supreme Court.

Ms. Meymanat Chubak was formerly advisor to administrative justice
tribunal at the legal department of the Judiciary. Presently a number of wom-

en are acting as advisorsto judges at family courts.
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- Social order is based
on justice

TEHRAN - “Thejudici-
ary isone of the efficient
organs of the government,
the basis of national order
and discipline, guarantor of
security and justice and the
enforcer of law,” the Leader
of the Idlamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said
here Sunday.

The Leader further
stressed, “consequently, it is
not permitted to weaken the
Judiciary as the re
sponsibility assigned to that

Kharraz:

|ran ready
t0 a9 4t
establishment

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi here
Saturday night in a message
to Tajik President Imomali
Rakhmanov, congratulated
him on the first anniversary
of signing of the com-
prehensive peace treaty on
Tajikistan, June 27.

In his message, Kharrazi
said that despite problems
facing the Tajik government
in the past year, the country
successfully  managed to
move towards achievement
of alasting peace, IRNA re-
ported.

“l am sure that the new
Tajik generation will have
the opportunity to participate
in their country’s palitical,
economic and cultural affairs
under the guidance of Tajik
leaders and through the im-
plementation of all agree-
ments inked during the peace
talks,” he stated.

He further stressed that
the Iranian government and
nation are ready to offer any
assistance towards materi-
alization of objectives of
peace and establishment of
tranquility and security in
that country.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister also sent congratulatory
messages to Tajik leaders,
government and the nation
on the same occasion.

The comprehensive
peace accord on Tgjikistan
was signed by President
Rakhmanov and the leader
of the allied T4jik opposition
Abdullah Nouri on June 27,
1997.

power is vital and sensitive
in nature,” IRNA reported.
“As decisions made by
the judicial power leave sub-
sequent effects on the rest of
the government institutions,
it is necessary that those who
have responsibilities in the
judicial system, act in ac-
cordance to the norms of sin-
cerity, trustworthiness,
chasteness, preciseness ju-
diciousness and dispense
their judgement in firmness,”
Ayatollah Khamenei stated.
Warning the political
factions and the press, the
Leader said, “one of the
ways to create mistrust and
suspicion in the hearts of
people against the Judiciary

Khatami:

is to spread rumours and to
issue baseless irresponsible
statements against that sove-
reign legal institution.”
“Justice and fair handed-
ness are the two most im-
portant criteriain the ISlamic
community and that the so-
cia order is based on jus-
tice,” the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution elucidated.

The Ayatollah further
pointed out, “injustice breeds
swindlers, embezzlers and
profiteers.”

“Conseguently, the ju-
diciary with the help of the
executive branch are in-
structed to look for those
who have accumulated

wedlth illegitimately,” the
Leader said.
Ayatollah Khamenei

then advised the Judiciary to
stand firm against the crim-
inals as the honor, dignity
and respect of the that sys
tem is based on dispensation
of precise justice in the com-
munity.

The Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution was speaking
to the top judicial officials
and the families of the mar-
tyrs of the seventh of Tir
when seventy two of the best
and the brightest Iranian of-
ficials attained martyrdom in
an explosion at the Islamic
Republic Party headquarters
on June 28, 1981.

Italian _premier:

Iran wins 1 gold, 1 silver medalsin

marksmanship contest

TEHRAN - Iran’s disabled war veterans marksmanship team won a
gold and a silver medal in the second world disabled marksmanship contests,
held in Santander, Spain, from June 18-27.

The gold and silver medals of the contests went to Iran in the team cat-
egory of the air rifle and air pistol events. 38 teamstook part in the contests.

Iran, Italy must reap opportunities

TEHRAN - On the eve
of his official visit to the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
the Italian Prime Minister
Romano Prodi told IRNA
in Rome Sunday that “un-
der the current circum-
stances, there exists suit-
able opportunities for both
Iran and Italy.”

“Political, economic
and cultural relations be-
tween Tehran and Rome
have reached an interesting
point,” stated Prodi.

He added that there ex-
ist many spheres of coop-
eration and through alog-
ical approach, the two
nations could converge to
work together in the dif-
ferent areas.

Referring to the visit of
the Italian Foreign Min-
ister Lamberto Dini to
Tehran in March 1998, the

~ Iran seeks peace, tranquility for

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Sunday told the visiting
Colombian Parliament
Speaker, Carlos Ardila Bal-
lesteros, that the Islamic Re-
public seeks peace and tran-
quility for all human beings.

“Real peace would pre-
vail only upon recognition
of al nations rights to dig-
nity aswell as equality in ac-
cessing all facilities existing
in the world,” the president
added, quoted by IRNA.

Touching on the grounds
for cooperation between Iran
and Colombia, Khatami
said “combating narcotics is
one of the areas which the
two countries can expand
their cooperation.”

Stressing the importance
of exchanging experiences
in the fight against drugs,
the chief executive sad
“considering it as a human
and Islamic duty, Iran
spends significant amount of
energy and resources to pre-
vent trafficking of drugs to
European countries.”

Khatami further referred
to narcotics as a major ex-

all human beings

traterritorial  threat against
the Islamic Republic, adding
“we intensely combat this
menace and have sacrificed
many lives for this purpose,
and this is something that
the West should highly ap-
preciate about the Islamic
Republic of Iran.”

Another forum for Teh-
ran-Bogota cooperation,
Khatami added, is the Non-
Aligned Movement.

“While we are naturally
moving towards a multi-
polar world, efforts are till
needed for this cause. At the
end of the 20th century and
beginning of the 21st, we
should prove that the future
world is one with no masters
and one which heralds equal
rights for al nations,” the
president said.

The Colombian official
stressed the importance of
expanding  Tehran-Bogota
ties, adding “al developing
countries should come to-
gether to prevent formation
of auni-polar world.”

Expressing dismay at
what he called the distorted

image depicted of Colombia
in the world, Ballesteros said
that some media affiliated to
the big powers try to depict
Colombia as a country in
control of drug traffickers.

“Drugs have a small part
in the Colombian society and
even that is brought about by
the consumers in the United
States of America,” the Co-
lombian Parliament speaker
concluded.

Meanwhile, the visiting
speaker of Colombian Parlia
ment later on Sunday met
with the Parliament Vice-
Speaker, Hassan Rowhani.

Ballesteros told Rowhani
that producing a working
plan for Iran-Colombia in-
ter-parliamentary coop-
eration tops the agenda of
his Iran visit, adding that
such plan would enable the
two countries  to benefit
from each other’s potentials.

Noting Iran's chair-
manship of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) and its active role in
the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM), the Colombian of-

1,200 companies to do
businessin Qesim FTZ

TEHRAN - Some 1,200
domestic and foreign com-
panies have been issued li-
censes to do business in the
Qeshm free trade zone
(QFTZ), it was announced
here Saturday.

Behrouz Bushehri, man-

Muscat, Tehran
geared to expand
bilateral cooperation

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador to Oman Siyavash
Zargar Yagoubi and Omani Minister of Information Abd
al-Aziz bin Muhammad ar-Rowas in a meeting in Muscat
Sunday reviewed latest developments in the two coun-

tries’ bilateral cooperation.

In the meeting, Ar-Rowas calling for further activation
of the two nations' cultural relations, invited Iran’'s Min-
ister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Ateollah Mo-
hajerani to pay avisit to Oman, IRNA reported.

Welcoming the expansion of relations between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and the regiona countries, the
Omani minister underlined that the Islamic Republic of
Iran is an important country and an inseparable part of

the Persian Gulf region.

aging director of QFTZ told
IRNA that the companies
are engaged in industrial,
transportation, tourism and
trade activities.

Some 300 industria
units are under construction
in Qeshm, out of which 80
have been put into operation
so far, he said.

Bushehri further noted
that foreign companies have
invested some Dlrs. 250
millionin QFTZ.

Over Dlrs. 10 million
worth of goods were ex-
ported from the zone during
the past Iranian year, ended

March 20, he said adding, it
has been estimated that the
amount will be doubled this
year.

Referring to creating
jobs as one of the key ob-
jectives of establishment of
QFTZ, Bushehri said that
18,000 jobs have so far been
created in the island.

Constructing roads,
schools, universities, and
hospital as well as carrying
out development projects
are among other activities
going on in QFTZ, he con-
cluded.

Expediency Council to debate on Internet

TEHRAN - The Chairman of the Expediency Council, Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani, said that the council has started com-
pilation of a set of recommendations on proper use of Internet
including ways of preventing misuse of the information net-
work. Rafsanjani stressed the point that the council, upon re-
quest by Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei, debates  general policies of the Islamic Republic, and

subsequently submits

its recommendations to the Leader,

IRNA reported. The Leader makes final decisions on the rec-
ommendations by the Expediency Council including those re-
lating to the Internet, Rafsanjani added.

The former president said that some 100 general policy top-
ics are on the future agenda of the Expediency Council, in-

cluding issues

regarding oil, gas and new energy resources.

[ranians among winnersof Intl. calligraphy contes

TEHRAN - Two lranian
caligraphers are among
prize winners of the fourth
international calligraphy
contest organized by the Is-
tanbul-based  International
Commission for the Pres
ervation of Islamic Cultura
Heritage (ICPICH).

The Jeddah-based re-
search center for Islamic his-
tory, art and culture, an or-
gan of the Organization of
the Idamic Conference
(OIC) announced recently
the results of the calligraphy

competition held in 1996,
IRNA quoted Saudi daily
“Arab News’ as saying.

The competition was or-
ganized in 14 major styles
of calligraphy well-known
in the Muslim world.

ICPICH, headed by
Prince Faisal ibn Fahd, or-
ganizes calligraphy com-
petitions every three years.

The secretariat for the
competition received 1,800
works by 840 participants
from 38 countries. The win-
ners works will be dis

ICPICH
| stanbul,
oIC

played first at
headquarters in
and later in some
states.

Other winners included
Iragi, Syrian, Jordanian,
Moroccan and UAE cal-
ligraphers.

The 1996 contest was
dedicated to the renowned
calligrapher Sheikh Ham-
dullah who made immense
contribution toward de-
veloping Ottoman Turkish
calligraphy.

Born in Amsaya in

1429, Hamdullah learned
calligraphy from Kjayr al-
Din al-Marrashi and set-
tled in Istanbul in 1481 at
the invitation of Bayzeid,
son of Sultan Mehmet.

Hamdullah was able to
develop six differenet
styles of calligraphy.

He died in 1520 in Is-
tanbul after teaching nu-
merous students and pro-
ducing 47 works, including
partial and complete cop-
ies of the Holy Quran and
collection of supplications.

ficial called on Tehran to try
to bring about a closer
cooperation between the two
organizations.

Ballesteros praised the
prevalence of mora values
and spirituality in the Islam-
ic Republic, adding that
many governments which
departed from such values
experienced major moral cri-
ses. They thus arrived at the
conclusion that salvation is
possible only through re-
turning moral vaues and
spirituality to politics, he
added

The Iranian official ex-
pressed delight over the ex-
isting amicable relations be-
tween Iran and Colombia,
and called for further expan-
sion of the two countries
ties.

Noting Iran’s chair-
manship of OIC and the Co-
lombian  presidency  of
NAM, Rowhani said “any
kind of cooperation between
the two countries can be
considered a step to restore
the rights of the Third World
countries.”

He further referred to
cooperation amongst Third
World countries as the key
to foil the conspiracies of
big powers.

Amongst potential areas
of Iran-Colombia coop-
eration, Rowhani  enumer-
ated economy, tourism and
culture.

At the conclusion of the
meeting, the Colombian of-
ficial extended an officia
invitation to Rowhani to vis-
it Bogota  Rowhani ex-
pressed hope to be able to
accept the invitation in an
opportune time.

Naj afi:

Italian prime minister said
that the objective of his
visit to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is to con-
solidate bilateral talks be-
tween the two nations
through direct contacts

Daily:

considering such a step as
beneficial.

The Italian prime min-
ister considered that “ex-
tension of dialog between
different civilizations and
religions with a long his-

tory behind it is of polit-
ical nature.”

He believed the dialog
to be essential for the cur-
rent world and Italy in
particular as it has many
Muslim residents.

New Interior minister to
be introduced in mid-July

TEHRAN - President Mohammad
Khatami will introduce to the parlia-
ment his candidate for the portfolio of
interior minister in mid July, reported
the Persian daily ‘Iran’ Sunday quoting

an informed source.

The Interior Minister, Abdollah Nouri,
after only nine monthsin office received a
vote of no-confidence from 137 MPs on
June 21. The president appointed Deputy
Interior Minister for Political and Security
Affairs Mustafa Tajzadeh as the ministry’s
caretaker the same day, |RNA reported.

The paper further quoting the source
added that the appointment of the new in-
terior minister must be finalized before
preparations for the elections for Experts

Assembly get underway.

Registration of candidates for the Ex-
perts Assembly will start in the Iranian
month of Shahrivar (August 23-September
22), to elect the assembly’s 87 deputies,
said the paper, adding that under the law a
caretaker is not allowed to handle this task.

Yazdi:

ister.

According to Iran, Abdulvahed Mu-
savi Lari, Mohammad Musavi Khoeiniha
and Behzad Nabavi are among those being
mentioned in poalitical circles as the likely
candidates for the post of interior

min-

Iran aso added that a farewell cer-
emony will be held for Nouri at the Inter-
ior Ministry on Monday.

Some 31 MPs on June 10 initiated
Nouri’s impeachment
citing creation of tension in the society,
making  provocative
speeches and appointing inexperienced
people to managerial positions at the Inter-
ior Ministry as amongst
impeachment call.

a the parliament

interviews and

reasons for the

Immediately after the vote of no-

confidence by the parliament, Khatami ap-
pointed Nouri as vice-president for de-
velopment and socia affairs.

According to article 135 of the Con-
stitution, Tgjzadeh can serve as Interior
Ministry caretaker for three months.

No one can dictate to ajudge

TEHRAN - The head of
the Judiciary said here Sat-
urday night that no one is
alowed to tell a judge what
to do and what not to do,
even if he makes a mistake.

Ayatollah  Mohammad
Yazdi told the 2-day gath-
ering of judicia officias,
commenced here Saturday,
that if a judge makes a mis-
take, the case will be re-
ferred to the appeals court,
IRNA reported.

Y azdi added that a judge
must carry out his duties in
full freedom and should not
be influenced or pressured
by various trends and per-
sons.

He said that status of ju-
diciary has improved consid-
erably over the years but
added this does not mean
that judges make no mistake.

“Everybody makes mis-
takes and a judge is no ex-
ception,” he said.

Head of the Judiciary
laid emphasis on presence of
a supervising judge in pris-
ons and termed it as very im-
portant.

Yazdi praised President

Government appreciates

services of srenuous
manager's

ISFAHAN - Vice-President Mohammad Ali Ngjafi here
Saturday said that government always appreciates services of
managers who make strenuous efforts under difficult condi-
tionsin different parts of the country.

Najafi was speaking at the administrative council of Is-
fahan Province in which he also honored the memory of
those who were martyred in June 28, 1981 bomb blast at the
headquarters of the Islamic Republic Party in Tehran, IRNA

reported.

Conveying warm greetings of President Mohammad K ha-
tami and the Cabinet ministers to managers of Isfahan Prov-
ince, Ngjafi said that attitudes, behaviors and remarks should
not create the assumption that the Islamic system does not ap-

preciate services of its managers.

He stressed that the president, the government and other
officials are fully aware of the status and prestige of the man-

agers.

Underlining potentials of the province, he expressed the
hope that in the light of the experience of local managers, ef-
fective steps will be taken to aleviate economic problems of

the country.

Pointing to the impact of the slump in oil prices world-
wide, Ngafi said the current situation in the country is tran-
sitional, adding that proper plans should be made to allow
smooth passage through this period.

Najafi who is aso head of the Plan and Budget Organiza-
tion told the meeting that the main axis of the country’s de-
velopment have been outlined and will be presented to the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in

the next few months.

He divulged that after receiving the Leader’'s approval,
the third economic plan will be formulated.
Najafi was in Isfahan to inspect irrigation projects in the

province.
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Mohammad Khatami and the
government for their efforts
to settle problems of the Ju-
diciary.

Turning to the Idamic
Human Rights Commission,
he said the body is a national
institute and is not affiliated
to the Judiciary.

It acts independently and
is not a governmental or-
ganization.

On presence of de-
fendant’s lawyer at courts,
he said the Supreme Court
regjects cases which have
been reviewed in absence of

alawyer.

TEHRAN - The visiting
Egyptian Deputy Hedth
Minister for Pharmaceutical
Affars Ms. Jamila Mo-
hammad Mousa here Sat-
urday evening caled for ex-
change of experiences and
joint production and dis-
tribution of medicines in ac-
cordance with international
standard.

She made the remark in a
meeting with her Iranian
counterpart Aabolhassan Ah-
madyani, IRNA reported.

Referring to activities of
Iran’s pharmaceutical in-
dustry, Ahmadyani under-

Egypt calsfor [ran's
pharmaceutical
cooperation

J

lined the need to carefully
monitor quality of  phar-
maceutical products.

Following the talks, the
Egyptian  delegation in-
spected drug and poison in-
formation center.

Ms. Mousa, who ison an
official visit in Tehran at the
invitation of Heath Min-
istry, is to tour a number of
medical and pharmaceutical
establishments as well as the
center for production and
distribution of medical prod-
ucts and the Pasteur In-
stitute.

Cabinet reviewing
establishment of
New towns

TEHRAN - The cabinet ministers are reviewing a draft
bill dealing with establishment of new towns, said head of the
company for development of new cities, Mahmoud Mirian.

He said that the government will present the draft bill to

the Magjlis after it isfinalized.

To accommodate 3.5 million people in the new cities, the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Development plans to con-
struct 600,000 to 700,000 houses at the cost of Rls 30,000 bil-
lion. However, with the money spent so far on these projects
the sum will rise to RIs 50,000 billion.

All the 17 new towns together cover an area of 76,000
hectares, he said, adding that Rls 22,000 billion will be spent
on architecture, infrastructure, instalations as well as health,

educational and services centers.

Mirian predicted that a total of 15 million people will re-
sidein 17 new towns by the year 2021.
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