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President hails national soccer
team’s performance in World Cup

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Saturday hailed per-
Iranian soccer team in the World Cup finas in | N

formance of the national
France.

President Khatami lauded Iranian footballers for the integrity of their
character as sportsmen and said that the fairness and the morality-based dis-
cipline that they demonstrated in playing their opponent teams in France was

atoken of thelofty culture of the people of the country.

He also appreciated the efforts of Iranian football coaches and observed
that sports is a medium for national unity which should be relied on as an

element for promoting national solidarity.

[talian official:
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lran, bridge between Europe,
|slamic world

TEHRAN- The Italian
Parliament speaker has re-
ferred to Iran as “the bridge
between Europe and the
world of Islam,” adding
that for this very reason, the
Islamic Republic is the fo-
cus of specia attention by
Italy, the Europe and the
world.

In an interview with
IRNA in Rome, Luciano Vi-
olante stressed his  coun-
try’s resolve to expand its
political, economic and cul-
tural cooperation with Iran.

Italian focus on small

Hussaini:

and medium sized in-
dustries, its high expertise
in oil and textile industries
as well as its experiences in
tourism provide suitable
grounds for cooperation be-
tween lran and ltaly, Vi-
olante said.

Stressing the important
role of parliaments in both
Iran and Italy, the Italian of-
ficia said, “members of
Parliament in Iran are elect-
ed fredy, and very sig-
nificant discussions take
place in parliament.

All this has made the

Iranian democracy similar
to that known by Italy.”

Welcoming the Italian
visit of Parliament Speaker
Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri in
September, Violante said
that he has asked his Iranian
counterpart to include cul-
ture and cultural exchanges
on the agenda of bilateral
talks in his forthcoming vis-
it.

Cultural exchanges can
help reduce the Western
“fear of Islam,” the ltalian
official said, adding “1 feel
that the tendency to regard

Iran oil development
‘cannot wait for U.S.’

TEHRAN - Deputy Qil
Minister for International
Affairs Mehdi Husseini has
ruled out reserving any en-
ergy projects for U.S. com-
panies in the anticipation of
Washington lifting sanctions
against Iran.

He told nearly 500 del-
egates at a seminar in Lon-
don on opportunities in
Iran’s oil and gas industry
that there was “no reason” to
sign ‘side-agreements’ with
American firms, IRNA re-
ported from London.

Iran, Husseini said,
“can’t wait for them.” The
Americans “have to solve
their own problems,” he add-

ed in reference to a growing
lobby inthe U.S. to overturn
President Clinton’s 1995 ex-
ecutive order banning
American trade with Iran.

News of Iran launching a
new round of 47 energy pro-
jects, estimated to be worth
up to Dlrs. 6 hillion, aroused
unprecedented interest from
oil executives from 30 coun-
tries attending the four-day
seminar, organized by IBC
Conferences.

With virtually al U.S.
oil majors looking on, the
deputy oil minister said that
only Israeli  companies
would be barred from par-
ticipating. “Otherwise there

are no limitations from a na-
tional point of view,” he
said.

British companies were
encouraged at the confer-
ence by a UK government
official to take up the op-
portunities that will be
opened  for tendering in
Tehran next month.

Mehdi Varzi of Dresd-
ner Kleinwort Benson con-
sultants said that the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company
would be “flooded with bid-
ders” Peter Wellsof UK
oil independent Lasmo de-
scribed the projects as the
“opportunity of the cen-
tury.”

Islam as a danger is de-
clining partly because of
some measures presently
being taken in Iran.”

Stressing the importance
of learning the realities of
Iran and removing any prej-
udices about it, Violante
said “most definitely, Iran
and Islam have to be learnt
better and better and this
can be started with a study
of the Iranian Constitution.”

Noting the “balance
struck between religion and
politicsin lran,” the parlia-
ment speaker said that this
makes the Iranian sys
tem of government of major
complexity to the West
which separates  religion
and politics.

Violante said that mis-
takes by the press in the
West towards Iran have
hurt the Western relations
with the Islamic Republic,
adding that inaccurate re-
ports in some lranian press
have also hurt the relations.

Stressing the importance
of cultural exchanges be-
tween Iran and  the West,
the Italian official expressed
support for ‘dialog amongst
civilizations much pro-
moted by Iranian President
Mohammad Khatami.

The parliament speaker
termed democracy as dy-
namic in nature, adding that
changes taking place in the
Islamic Republic of Iran
should be viewed in this
light.

Iran, Russia
review
cooperation in
monitoring
exports

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Am-
bassador to Moscow Mehdi
Safari on Wednesday dis-
cussed Iran-Russia coop-
eration in monitoring ex-
ports with Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister for Inter-
national Affairs Georgi
Mamedov.

It was reported at the
meeting that the Russian
Foreign Ministry Director
General for Disarmament
Affairs, Verdinikov, would
travel to Tehran in two
weeks to continue dis-
cussions on the subject
with lranian  officials,
IRNA reported from Mos-
cow.

A Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia free from nuclear
arms, regional  security is-
sues and the implications of
the recent nuclear tests by
Pakistan and India are other
topics of discussion in the

upcoming visit of Ver-
dinikov with lranian of-
ficials.

Both Safari and Mame-
dov stressed their coun-
tries’ resolve to expand
their cooperation to help
world peace, to settle re-
gional issues and to curb
arms race.

Karbaschi defends himself against
charges at 5th session of trial

TEHRAN - Thefifth ses-
sion of trial of Tehran's sus-
pended mayor, Gho-
lamhussein  Karbaschi, on
complicity in graft charges
opened on Sunday.

Governor of the Central
Bank, Mohsen Nourbaskhsh
attended the hearing. Foreign
and domestic reporters cov-
ered the session which was
presided by Hojatoleslam
Gholamhussein Mohseni
Ejei.

Dealings between the
Tehran Municipality and
Mostazafan and Janbazan
Foundation, sale of the plot
of land where former Tehran
Z0o was located, purchasing
gold coins to present to the
interior minister were raised
at the fourth session held on

June 30, IRNA reported.

The court among other
issues raised payment of
Dlrs 90,000 to Iran’'s repre-
sentative office at the U.N.
and complicity in embezzle-
ment of RIs 500 million
from the municipality ac-
counts.

Former interior minister
Ali Mohammad Besharati
attended the previous ses-
sion as a witness and gave
explanations on the per-
formance of Tehran Mu-
nicipality.

Karbaschi is charged
with complicity in em-
bezzlement, receiving
bribes, mismanagement of
public funds, illegitimate
ownership of public prop-
erties and fraud.

fields of

Iran, South Africa
welcome expansion
of bilateral ties

TEHRAN - Visiting head of Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee of South African Parliament Ebrahim Esmail Eb-
rahim in a meeting Saturday evening with his Iranian coun-
terpart Hassan Rowhani said his country isindebted to Iran
for its support and assistance towards South Africa and
deeply appreciated this attitude.

He added that his country sees Iran as its aly. He said
that given the important role of Iran in the region and also
as the current chairman of the OIC, South Africa hopes that
bilateral and multilateral relations would promote constant-
ly with Iran’s support, IRNA reported.

He also called for expansion of bilateral ties in the
political, economic, cultural and parliamentary
affairs and transfer  of Iran’s experience for setting up the
Non-Aligned Movement summit.

During the meeting, the Iranian officia referred to the
progressive trend of bilateral relations and said there are
many available potentialities in various fields which could
be used for boosting bilateral ties.
pressed satisfaction that South Africa is to host the next
Non-Aligned Movement summit meeting and said that
Iran is ready to offer any useful experience for holding a
successful meeting in that country. He also called for ex-
change of parliamentary delegations.

Rowhani ex-

Iran, Armeniacall for
promotion of
agricultural ties

TEHRAN - The visiting
Armenian Minister of Ag-
riculture and food supplies
Vladimir Movsisian here
Wednesday called for fur-
ther expansion of Tehran-
Yerevan ties in livestock
breeding and fish farming.

Making the remark in a
meeting with Minister of
Construction Jihad Mo-
hammad Saeedi-Kia, he
voiced his country’s will-
ingness to exchange ex-
periences with the Islamic
Republic, IRNA reported.

He also caled for ec-
onomic cooperation be-
tween the two countries

private and state-owned
companies in different sec-
tors of agriculture.

Movsisian aso  an-
nounced Yerevan's readi-
ness to cooperate with Iran
in providing legal and credit
facilities, paving grounds
for free transport of goods,
harmonizing trade and cus-
toms policies and fa
cilitating the work of trade
and economic organiza-
tions.

At the end of the meet-
ing, the Iranian minister
voiced Iran’s readiness to
further expand ties with Ye-
revan.

In the first session of the
hearing, Karbaschi rejected
all charges as baseless.

The suspended mayor
was arrested on April 4 and
was released 11 days later
after the Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei intervened at the
request of President Mo-
hammad Khatami.

In the fifth session of
trial, the presiding judge
asked Karbaschi to provide
explanation on  ordering
payment of RIs 8.38 hillion
to ‘Farss’ private institute in
the absence of any document
or without being registered.

Karbaschi  asked the
judge to specify the charge
to allow him to provide a de-
fence.

The judge said that upon
awritten request by a person
named Seyyed Fakhreddin

Anvar, Karbaschi had in-
structed his administrative-
financial deputy, Qobbeh, to
pay the sum for which five
cheques have been drawn.

Karbaschi said: “l con-
firm the written regquest and
the subsequent instruction.”

Asked if he also admits
that not a single rial of the
sum has been reimbursed to
the municipality’s account
and if Qobbeh had carried
out the instruction without
making the necessary in-
vestigations and also mak-
ing sure that the cheques
had been guaranteed.

At this point one of Kar-
baschi’s two lawyers, Haeri,
asked for permission to talk.

Haeri's response to
Ejei's question on whether
the charge had been no-
tified before, was negative,
reasoning that the nature of
the charge has not been

specified.

Haeri said that it is not
within the capacity of the
investigating court to notify
charges, adding that a grace
period should be given for
the investigation and no-
tification of the charge.

Asked whether he had
studied the case thoroughly,
Haeri said not all of it but
the part on high-rise build-
ings for which he was ready
to defend.

However, he said he had
aready studied the part on
‘Farssi’ institute and was
fully informed of it. But, he
told Ejei that his reading of
the charge at the court was
contrary to article 306 of
the Procedural Law where-
as he should have informed
the lawyers prior to the ses-
sion in order to let them de-
fend the accused during the
trial.

Iran’s literacy campaign best in

Ada, Pacific

TEHRAN - Iran’s literacy campaign movement managed to win the title
in Asiaand the Pacific for its plan entitled reading for better life.

An official at the movement Bahador Karimi said that the U.N. Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization's (UNESCO) jury has rec-
ognized the plan as the best in Asia-Pacific region.

He added that the plan envisages preventing reappearance of illiteracy
and offering three-year applied educational training courses to the unlettered
men on politics, religion, economy, social sciences and family by 200,000
literacy campaign teachers.

Japan, Iran to explore
avenues for cooperation

TEHRAN - An econom-
ic delegation comprising
owners of Japanese in-
dustries are here to explore
avenues for cooperation with
Iran.

The 60-men delegation is
led by Chairman of the Mit-
subishi  heavy industries
company, Aikawa Kentaro
and the visit is organized by
Japan Federation of Ec-

from Ankara.

tami.”

lateral relations.

plans.

Iran, Turkey underline
expansion of trade
cooperation

TEHRAN - lranian Ambassador to Turkey Mo-
hammad-Hussein  Lavasani
Turkish Minister of State and the head of Iran-Turkey joint
commission Rafat Sardar Oglul.

In the meeting, the two officials underlined the imple-
mentation of the earlier bilateral accords on the customs
excise, particularly on the tariffs and expansion of coop-
eration in trade and establishment of chambers of com-
merce and joint co-operative ventures, IRNA reported

Referring to his fruitful visit to the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Sardar Oglu said “I was completely captivated by
the charismatic personality of President Mohammad Kha

The Turkish state minister then added that President
Khatami’s interest and his emphasis on the expansion of
the bilateral relations can be counted as a golden op-
portunity for Turkey in bringing about the promotion of bi-

The Iranian ambassador briefed the Turkish state min-
ister of the imminent visit of Iran’s Minister of Roads and
Transport Mahmoud Hojjati to Turkey and his future

Meanwhile, Lavasani held a separate meeting with the
head of the Foreign Relation Committee of the Turkish
Parliament Murat Kara Yalcin and exchanged views on
the possible expansion of bilateral relations and the bol-
stering of inter-parliamentary cooperation.

exchanged views with the

onomic Organizations (Kei-
danren).

A Keidanren official told
IRNA that besides repre-
sentatives of Japanese pri-
vate companies, officials
from the International Trade
and Industry  Ministry
(MITI), Japan Export-Import
Bank and Japan International
Development  Organization
are among those visiting
Iran.

The delegation is to hold
talks with Iranian officials at
ministries of Energy, Mines
and Metals, Oil, Roads and
Transport, Post, Telephone
and Telegraph and Industries
as well as the free trade
zones and Chamber of Com-
merce. Official talks com-

menced on Sunday.
Earlier, Iran's Am-
bassador to Tokyo, Ma

nouchehr Mottaki, told the
delegation that the resolve of
Iranian and Japanese leaders
is based on promotion of bi-
lateral and multilateral coop-
eration in various political,
economic and cultural fields.

The ambassador wel-
comed participation of Jap-
anese companies in lran's
€conomic projects.

Mottaki referred to oil
and gas, petrochemical pro-
jects, mines and metals, in-
dustries, transportation, tele-

communication, construction
of power stations as grounds
for new round of Tehran-
Tokyo cooperation.

lran presents copies of two
historical documents to Uzbekistan

TEHRAN - The Iranian
ambassador to Uzbekistan

on Saturday donated copies
of two important historical
documents and a copy of a

great Iranian literature work
‘Shahnameh’ to the Baber
Museum in the Uzbek city of
Andijan.

The original documents

are two unique and in-
valuable pieces of letters
handwritten by the founder
of the Barberi dynasty ‘Za
hiroddi Barberi’ which are
being preserved in the mu-
seum of the shrine of the 8th
Imam of the Prophet's
Household Imam Reza (a.s.)
in Mashhad, northeastern
Iran, IRNA reported from
Tashkent.

The other copy is taken
from an origina ‘Shah-
nameh’ one the greatest
sources of Persian literature
compiled some 1,000 years
ago which is kept in France.

During a ceremony held
for making the donation, Di-
rector of the Baber Museum

UNDCP lauds lran’s
anti-narcotics campaign

TEHRAN - The Ex-
ecutive Director of the Unit-
ed Nations Drug Control
Program (UNDCP), Pino Ar-

lacchi, praised Iran for its
continuous fight against
drugs.

Arlacchi, who attended a
ceremony to destroy over 50
tons of narcotics here, made
the statement in a meeting
with Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi.

Acknowledging Iranian
instrumental role in the front-
line of anti-narcotics cam-
paign, Arlacchi expressed
support for expansion of
U.N. cooperation with the Is-
lamic Republic to fight the
menace of drugs.

The UNDCP director fur-
ther stated “Iran has success-
fully carried out its inter-
national commitments in
fight against drugs pro-

duction and trafficking.”

Kharrazi told the U.N.
official that Iran has adopted
a “principled and serious’
policy to take action against
the trafficking of drugs pro-
duced in Afghanistan to Eu-
rope via the territories of the
Islamic Republic.

He further stated that es-
tablishment of peace and sta-
bility in Afghanistan would
be most effective in pre-

Djibouti seeks Iran’s contribution
to its economic development

TEHRAN - Djibouti
seeks to consolidate its polit-
ical, economic and culturd
ties with Iran, in line with
the interests of the two na-
tions, visiting Djiboutian
Foreign  Minister  Mo-
hammad Mousa Shehm told
his Iranian counterpart Ka-
mal Kharrazi here on Sat-
urday. Shehm said the visit
to Tehran of the Djiboutian
delegation is a sign of Dji-
bouti’s determination to es-
tablish cooperation with Iran
in political, economic and
cultural spheres, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that Djibouti
would like Iran to contribute
to its economic develop-
ment, especialy to oil re-
lated projects and establish-
ment of refinery and free
trade and industrial zones.

Iran can transit its prod-
ucts to East African coun-

tries through Djibouti,
Shehm said.

Shehm briefed Kharrazi
on latest developments in
East African region, es
pecidly in Ethiopia-Eritrea
dispute and on his country’s
efforts to solve the conflict.

He said that Djibouti at-
taches specia significance to
the support of Iran, as a big
Muslim state and the period-
ical chairman of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC), for the
ongoing efforts to find a
peaceful end to Ethiopia-
Eritrea conflict.

Kharrazi said for his part
that Iran is interested in ex-
pansion of its ties with Dji-
bouti in various dimensions.

Hailing Djibouti’s im-
portant status in the Horn of
Africa, Kharrazi expressed
hope that the visit of Shehm
and his entourage to Iran

would pave the way for fur-
ther promotion of bilatera
cooperation.

Kharrazi said that Iran is
ready to expand its economic
cooperation with Djibouti
and contribute to imple-
mentation of the country’s
economic projectsin view of
its high potential in the area
of development.

He said that Iran is also
ready to offer any kind of as-
sistance for peaceful settle-
ment of Ethiopia-Eritrea dis-
pute and realization of peace
and calm in the said region.

He expressed hope that
cooperation between Iran
and Djibouti would help re-
store peace and security in
the region.

venting the production of
narcotics in the country.

Expressing deep concern
over production of great
amounts of drugs in Af-
ghanistan, Kharrazi called
for U.N. efforts to curb drugs
production in the war-torn
country.

President  Mohammad
Khatami who also attended
the ceremony of setting
ablaze 51 tons of heroin and
opium, said that Iran has
started an al-out war against
narcotic trafficking.

“The outcome of this le-
thal fight has cost the Islamic
Republic of Iran both human
and materia toll in the inter-
est of the European coun-
tries,” President Khatami
stated.

Addressing a large num-
ber of anti-drugs policemen,
the invited guests and many
foreign diplomats in tehran,
Khatami said he believed the
use of narcotics is a hinder-
ance to the progress, in-
dependence and develop-
ment of the country.

He then expressed hope
that through cooperation of
the international community
and the restoration of peace
in Afghanistan, Iran would
be able to effectively reduce
the flow of drug transit
through its soil.
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Zaker Jan Moshrefov de-
scribed the gifts as the most
valuable works in the mu-
seum and appreciated Iran
for the donation.

He also called for close
cooperation between the mu-
seums of thetwo countries.

He said Iran has played a big
role in formation of today’s
culture and civilization in the
world. Last year, Iran had
donated some other copies of
important  historical docu-
ments to the Central Asian
country.

OIC voices support for
South East Asian countries

TEHRAN - Abdolrahim
Govahi, special envoy of
President Mohammad Kha-
tami who is the current
chairman of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC), in Kuala Lum-
pur Saturday conferred with
Malaysian Foreign Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.

Govahi underlined OIC
support for South East Asian
countries, particularly Ma
laysia and Indonesia, in tack-
ling the current financia cri-
sis in East Asia, IRNA
reported from Kuala Lum-
pur.

During the meeting
which was aso attended by
Iranian Ambassador in Kua-
la Lumpur Hussein Fe
reidoun, the Malaysian for-
eign  minister  thanked
President Khatami and OIC
for their support to his gov-
ernment and people in the
present crisis.

Govahi who is aso an
advisor to Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi and head of
the economic branch of the
headquarters in charge of
OIC dffairs, arrived in the
Malaysian capital Tuesday
night.

After meeting with sen-
ior Mdaysian officials, he
proceeded to Indonesia
where he aso conveyed
President Khatami’s mes-
sage of support for Indonesia
in its financia crisis. He re-
turned to Malaysia on Fri-
day.
Financial crisis in East
Asia erupted last year when
Thailand floated its currency
after its currency market and
stock exchange was stormed
by international foreign ex-
change dealers. Many other
East Asian countries such as
Indonesia, South Korea, Ma-
laysia and the Philippines
have also been affected.

Iran invited to display aviation
potential at ‘Spot 98

TEHRAN - Kazakhstan has invited Iran to put its po-
tential and achievements in aviation industry on display at the
7th internationa exhibition on aviation in Asia and Pacific,

“Spot 98'.

The exhibition will be opened in the former

Kazakh capital, Almaty, from October 15 to 19. Spot exhibi-
tion have so far been held in Bangkok, Tehran, New Delhi,

Beijing and Manilarespectively.

Officias in charge of the exhibition told IRNA in Almaty
on Saturday that so far Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, India,
China, Singapore, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and the
Philippines have announced readiness to take part in the fair.

Expressing hope that Iran will aso take part in the event,
the officials said the Islamic Republic has gained outstanding
achievements in aviation industry in the recent years.

In addition to countries in Asia and Pacific, Russia, Hun-
gary, the Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia will dispatch
delegations to Almaty for the occasion.

Meanwhile, sessions are due to be held on the sideline of
the exhibition to study possibilities for mutual cooperation
among Asia and Pacific countriesin aviation industry.

You can advertisein

= |

[ELA'AT

| nter national Edition

For details:
Phone:
Fax:
Phone:
Fax:

0171-250-0840
0171-250-0842

(212)246-4521
(212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)



