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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting
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* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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Iran protests against U.S.

violation of territorial waters N

TEHRAN - A note of protest made by Iran against U.S. was distributed on
Monday at the U.N. headquarters as an officia document of the international
body. The released document is accompanied by aletter of Iran's  Ambassador
Hadi Nejad Hosseinian to the U.N. chief Kofi
New York. The protest has been made againgt the violation of Iran’s territoria
watersby aU.S. battleship on 2 February 1998 and also a similar action by eight
U.S. tug boats which anchored near an Iranian navy ship on 3 February 1998.

TEHRAN- President
Mohammad Khatami said on
Monday the Islamic Re-
public of Iran isinterested in
establishment of a safe re-
gion in the Caspian Sea and
thelittoral states.

In a meeting with Turk-
menistan  President  Sa-
parmurat Niyazov, Pres-
ident Khatami said the large
resources of the Caspian Sea
should be exploited fairly.
The legal regime of the sea
should be determined in
light of the interests of all
the littora states, IRNA
guoted him as saying.

President Khatami said
the lega regime of the Cas-
pian Sea would not allow
an unfair exploitation of the
resources and any misuse.

He said Iran and Turk-
menistan have excellent
cooperation seeking  peace
and security in the region
and progress of the two na-
tions.

“We declare that the ac-
cords between the two coun-
tries are not  to the dis
advantage of a third
country,” President Khatami
said. He said Iran, Turkmeni-

stan and the other regional
states should ~ work to re-
store peace and tranquility
and prepare the ground for
development and welfare of
the nations.

On Afghanistan, Pres
ident Khatami said the Af-
ghan crisis not only has sub-
jected the Afghan nation to
heavy losses, it has also
jeopardized the security in
the entire region.

“Afghan crisis has no
military solution. The re-
gional states should work to
hold constructive  nego-
tistions to bring to an im-
mediate end the conflict in
Afghanistan,” he said.

On Tajikistan, Khatami
hoped that the regional states
and the national rec-
onciliation commission
would work to bring about a
bright prospect for peace and
security in the republic and
help the Tajik nation enjoy
the human rights and de-
velopment.

President Niyazov ex-
pressed pleasure with the
growing cooperation be-
tween Tehran and Ashk-
habad and said Islam has

Annan, IRNA reported from
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Iran, Turkmenistan push for - Uk planning oil trade
Caspian Sealegal regime

been the cause of long-
standing relations between
the two nations and the two
nations  have common cul-
ture.

The border of Iran and
Turkmenistan is the border
of brotherhood and friend-
ship and presence of over 80
Iranian firms in Turkmeni-
stan indicated the growth in
economic cooperation, Niy-
azov said.

Building of Mashhad-
Sarakhs-Tagjan railroad track
showed the determination of
the two countries to develop
joint economic and in-
dustrial cooperation, Pres-
ident Niyazov said.

The Turkmen president
emphasized the need for an
immediate approval of the
Caspian Sea lega regime
honouring the interests of all
thelittoral states.

The two presidents
agreed to formation of six
specialized committees on
oil and gas, commerce,
health, transport and tele-
communications, finance
and banking, and energy to
study and coordinate bi-
lateral cooperation.

UNDCP chief:

lauded
for illicit drugs.

dicts, IRNA reported.

the purpose.

Speaking to a group of domestic and
foreign reporters, Arlacchi said that Iran
has introduced very effective ideas to curb
demands for drugs through educational
programs as well as rehabilitation of ad-

He further stated that Iran’s successful
efforts in combatting drugs are well known
worldwide, adding that no international or-
ganization can plea ignorant of Iran's re-
markable performance to that end.

The UNDCP chief specifically noted
the massive public relations campaign in-
side Iran, as evident by elaborate use of
anti-drugs posters throughout the country.

On U.N. cooperation with Iran for
combatting narcotics, Arlacchi
the world body has so far contributed Dlrs.
seven million to the lranian anti-drugs
campaign. Besides, he added, Iran has re-
ceived bullet-proof vests from the U.N. for

According to Arlacchi, the U.N. within

Iran highly successful
In anti-drugs programs

TEHRAN - The Executive Director of
the United Nations Drug Control Program
(UNDCP), Pino Arlacchi, here on Sunday
Iran’s programs to curb demands

said that

the next two months would open an office
in Tehran to boost its cooperation with the
Islamic Republic to combat drugs. The of-
fice would aso study the issue of re-
habilitating drug addicts.

The U.N. official singled out Af-
ghanistan and Tgjikistan as the biggest
problems facing the anti-narcotics cam-
paign in the world.

However, he expressed hope that the
problem would become smaller in scope
through applying pressure on the govern-
ments of the said
better control of the borders.

The head of Iran’s anti-drugs cam-
paign headquarters Mohammad Fallah told
the reporters that Iran regards its fight
against the menace of drugs as a hu-
manitarian effort, and with the U.N. sup-
port, it hopesto curb the production of the
deadly substances.

He also noted that a large number of
Iranian officers lost their lives in the fight
against drugs and drug traffickers.

In conclusion, Falah said that Iran
about two years ago adopted new plans
which focus on education to curb the de-
mand for drugs.

countries and through

Speaker

lran’s dependence on oil

should bereduced

TEHRAN - Parliament
Speaker Ali-Akbar Nateg-
Nouri said here on Monday
that the country’ s single prod-
uct economy has become a
serious matter of concern,
caling for efforts to be made
to reduce the country’s de-
pendence on oil.

Nateg-Nouri, speaking at
the opening day of the fourth
power industry fair on Mon-
day, said that sustainable de-
velopment cannot be  based
on snhaky foundations such as
oil, IRNA reported.

Today, the speaker said,
Iran is facing the problem of
relying on oil revenues and
this has always been a source
of concern  for the Iranian
nation.

The conversion of ail into
apolitical tool in the hands of
arrogant powers, the impact
of economic crises on the
price of il and the fact that
oil consumption is not con-
fined to one generation
alone have turned ail into an
unstable base for develop-
ment.

He stressed that “the
country’s independence can
be guaranteed only when we
can stand on our own feet and
can diminish reliance on
oil.”

The speaker stressed that
all impediments to the expan-
sion of non-oil exports should
be lifted, referring to skilled
manpower  and production
as the most important key to
development.

He added that thanks to
efforts made in the power in-
dustry since the culmination
of the 1979 Idamic Revolu-
tion in Iran, the country  is
now capable of exporting
power while meeting do-

mestic demands.

The fourth power in-
dustry fair opened on Mon-
day in presence of the parlia
ment  speaker, Energy
Minister Habibollah Bitaraf
and some members of parlia
ment.

Bitaraf said in his in-
augural  speech that ne
cessities have made the coun-
try take long strides in
economic, social and cultural
fields, and made eye catching
progressin power industry.

He said that al urban
dwellers and 95 percent of
villagers now enjoy electric-
ity and the number of sub-
scribers to nationwide power
grid has increased to 135

million from 13.3 million in
1988.

He added that per capita
power production rose to
1,588 kilowatt/hour from 917
kilowatt/hour in 1988.

Iran’s annua power con-
sumption growth stands at
eight percent while the figure
inindustrial statesis lessthan
two percent.

[ran"'s non-0if exports hoped to reach Dirs 5 bn this year

TEHRAN - Commerce
Minister Mohammad Shar-
iatmadari Monday expressed
the hope that volume of non-
oil commodities exports will
hit DIrs five billion target by
the year end on March 20,

build

TEHRAN - A chinese
firm has voiced readiness to
build the giant Persian Gulf
bridge at Qeshm Island.

Deputy Chairman of
Wanbao firm Li Chengie
told IRNA Monday that his
company is also ready to im-
plement housing projects at
theidland.

He said the project for
building the bridge will be
finalized upon completion
of feasihility studies, in-
cluding technological  ex-
amination of the geo-
graphical condition.

Chengie said Wanbao
has joined Norinco which is
among leading bridge build-
ing and construction com-
paniesin China.

Chinese firm keento )
giant Persian
Gulf bridge at

Qeshm
—_—

Wanbao has aready built
a bridge over yangtze river
in China

The bridge, 5,680 meters
long and 22 meterswide, isa
four-lane highway.

He termed the condition
for foreign investment at
Qeshm as quite suitable.

Meanwhile, Managing
Director of Qeshm Free
Trade Zone Behrouz Bu-
shehri said with the building
of the bridge, Qeshm Island
will be connected to Bandar
Pol, 70 km from Bandar Ab-
bas. He said the 2 km-long
bridge will turn Qeshm Is-
land into a big transit pole in
the Middle East, adding that
preliminary studies are un-
derway.

mission to lran

TEHRAN - Britain is planning to send an oil and gas trade
mission to Iran in November with government support to take
advantage of the absence of U.S. competition.

The 5-day visit, starting November 14, is being organized
by the UK Energy Industries Council (EIC) with backing
from the Department of Trade and Industry in London and the
British embassy in Tehran, IRNA reported from London.

The EIC, the largest body of its kind servicing the needs
of Britain's energy industry, said that the theoretic exclusion
of American suppliers and Iran’s partial reliance on British
equipment provided “excellent opportunities for UK man-

ufacturers.”

Inits publicity leaflet, it also mentioned Iran’s need to up-
grade technology to boost oil and gas production capacity that
is affected by the pace of investment and development.

News of the trade mission follows a London seminar on
new opportunitiesin Iran’s energy sector at which preliminary
details of a fresh round of oil and gas projects were unveiled,
estimated to be worth up to DIrs. 8 billion.

EIC referred to three buy-back projects being awarded
from the last round of contracts, to an international con-
sortium led by Total of France for South Pars gas field, to
Bow Valley of Canada for Bald oil field and to a domestic

consortium for Soroush field.

It also pointed out that preliminary studies had been car-
ried out on 30 petrochemical expansion projects for imple-
mentation in 5 phases, and among which a number of con-
tracts have already been awarded.

Japanese companies
eager to contribute to
|ranian projects

TEHRAN - A 60-
member Japanese delegation
and Oil Minister Bijan Nam-
dar Zanganeh in a meeting
here on Monday explored
ways of expanding mutual
cooperation in the areas of
economy and oil.

Kentaro Aikawa, the
charman of  Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries Ltd. and
head of the delegation,
which represents Japan’s
Federation of Economic Or-
ganization (Keidanren), told
Zanganeh that presence of
Japanese delegation in Iran
indicates their willingness to
contribute to implementation
of various projects in lIran,
IRNA reported.

Aikawa expressed hope
that whilein Iran, the delega-
tion would succeed in ex-
ploring areas of mutua
cooperation particularly in
oil and economic domains.

Zanganeh expressed
hope that the visit would
have a favorable impact on

bilateral relations.

He said that Japanese
companies can make use of
the opportunities available in
Iran and contribute to imple-
mentation of the oil, gas and
petrochemical  projects in
this country.

Meanwhile, an lranian
official told the Japanese del-
egation here on  Monday
that Iran can cooperate with
Japan inthe area of tourism
in view of the existence of
positive grounds in the coun-
try for investment in the in-
dustry.

Head of Iran Sightseeing
and Tourism Organization
and Deputy Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance Minister
Mohammad Mo’ ezoddin
added that tourism is the
most economical industry
due to certain specifica
tions. He proposed contribu-
tion of Japan to making joint
investments in  establish-
ment of hotels and tourist

complexesin Iran.

Eliasson:

FIFA delegation to arrive

next week

TEHRAN- A four-member delegation from International Federa-
tion of Football (FIFA) isto arrive in Tehran next week .

The delegation will pay afive-day official visit at the invitation of
the Iranian Football Federation, IRNA reported.

The visit to Tehran of FIFA delegates will be within the context
of Iran’s proposal for hosting young adults football championships

EU for comprehensive
dialog with lIran

TEHRAN- Swedish
Deputy Foreign Minister Jan
Eliasson told a press confer-
ence in Tehran on Monday
that his visit to Tehran
would serve to hold com-
prehensive dialogue between
Iran and the European Un-
ion countries.

He hoped that further ne-
gotiations would be held be-
tween Iran and the EU coun-
tries, IRNA reported.

Eliasson who visited Iran
in  1980s during Iraqgi-
imposed war in  his capac-
ity as the representative of
the UN secretary generd’s
envoy said, “l visited Iran
when the country was pass-
ing through a difficult time
(war-time). Now, I'm
pleased to see that Iran is on
its own foot, moving for-
ward and ready to assume its
role on the internationa
scene.”

The Swedish deputy for-
eign minister said the EU ac-
corded high importance to
Iran on the internationa
sceneand iswillingto hold
negotiations with Iran on
various issues including Af-
ghan crisis, situation in Taj-
ikistan and other regiona
and international topics.

He said, “we want to
have relations based on mu-
tual respect, dialogue and de-
tente.”

He said the dialogue be-
tween Iran and the EU is am-
ied at identifying the com-
mon values which serve
humanitarian solidarity, add-
ing that respecting the hu-
manitarian values, human
rights and religious beliefs
would further strengthen the
human community.

Eliasson welcomed the
proposal put forward by
President Mohammad
Khatami of Iran and said in
reply to the proposal, the EU
countries have initiated a di-
alogue titled “Islam and Eu-
rope’ and  hoped that the
dialogue would lead to a
deep understanding of Islam
and the Muslim world as
well as the values and cul-
ture of Europe.

Asked about the prob-
able obstacles to the de-

Over DIrs. 4 bn foreign
Investment in Iranian oil industry

TEHRAN - Deputy Qil
Minister for Internationa
Affairs Mehdi Hosseini said
in Madrid on Monday that
more than DIrs. four  billion
foreign investment has been
madein Iranian oil industry.

Hosseini, who is in Ma
drid to attend the seminar on
Iran-Spain ~ economic and
commercia cooperation, told
IRNA that the sum has been
invested in implementation
of ail projectsin the Sirri and
South  Parsail fields as well
as in the petrochemica in-
dustries.

He said that following in-
troduction of Iranian oil and
gas projects a a conference,

1999.

He sad that government
has dlocated DIrs 10 billion to
participation of the exporters
at fairs held abroad in order to
assist them with marketing.

The minister said that ex-
porters of non-oil commod-
ities are required  since dtart
of the year to pay 50 percent
of price for transportation of
the exported goods in foreign
exchange, and the remaining
hafin ria.

Shariatmadari said  that
considering  increase in ex-
change rates, it is necessary to

held in London recently,
Dlrs. eight billion more for-
eign investment is expected
to be made in the Iranian ail,
gas and petrochemicals in-
dustries.

He added tha there
would be an international bid
in Tehran in August for in-
vestment in the oil projects
raised at London conference.

An active policy isfelt to
be adopted in order to raise
prices of oil a the world
markets, said Hosseini, add-
ing that Iranian Oil  Min-
ister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh
is to pay visits to the oil pro-
ducer countries to pave the
ground for cooperation in

pay subsidies to trans-
portation of goods, especialy
those yieded by the ag-
riculture sector, via sea and
air.

He said his ministry has
offered 27 proposas to gov-
ernment for resolving prob-
lems of non-cil exports and
the result is to be announced
shortly. Arrangements have
been made to promote pack-
aging and processng  in-
dustries due to credits offered
by foreign banks and the ex-
ports guarantee fund, said
Shariatmadari.

Good prospects of
agriculture industry in 2021

TEHRAN- lran's ag-
ricultural  production  po-
tential is expected to reach
222 million tons in the year
2021 from 56 million tonsin
1996, said an official on
Monday.

Abbas Keshavarz, deputy
agriculture minister and head
of the research, education
and development organiza-
tion said that under a three-
year research made by his or-
ganization on prospect of
agriculture industry in 2021,

the extent of irrigationa
lands under cultivation
would reach 13.1 million

hectares from 7.6 million
hectares.

Keshavarz said that each
hectare of lands under irriga-
tion are expected to yield six
tons of wheat in 2021, a fig-
ure which stood at 3.1 tons
per hectare in 1996.

He said that harvest of
wheat from each hectare of
the naturally irrigated lands
is expected to reach 1.8 tons
in 2021 from 850 kilos.

fighting oil price
said Hosseini.

He said the Vienna con-
ference of the oil producer
countrieshad  agreed on 2.6
million barrels decrease in
daily oil output and Iran's
share in the midst has been
305,000 barrels.

He added that Russia,
Mexico and Oman had an-
nounced their  readiness to
cooperate with the OPEC
member oil producing states
in decreasing their pro-
duction.

He expressed hope that
such steps would lead to in-
crease in price of oil at the
world markets.

Elsewherein hisremarks,
Hosseini said the European
Union sees  the atmosphere
for cooperation with Iran and
investment in the  country
suitable and it is expected
that the countries would
broaden their cooperation
with Iran in the said sector.

Hosseini welcomed
Spain’s proposal to contrib-
ute to Iranian oil and gas in-
dustries.

The seminar on Tehran-
Madrid trade  relations
opened in the Spanish cap-
itd on Monday with par-
ticipation of 25 Iranian of-
ficials and 75 Spanish
entrepreneurs.

Secretary  General  of
Spanish Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance Luis Car-
dra Soler said in the opening
ceremony that Iran has spe-
cial status in the inter-
national trade and called for
developing economic coop-
eration between the two
countries.

He said the Spanish in-
vestors and industrialists are
interested in carrying out
joint economic projects in
Iran. Iranian Deputy Min-
ister of Industries Akbar Tor-
kan said in the meeting that
Iran is willing to promote
trade with Spain.
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velopment of Iran-EU re-
lations, he said right now,
minor issues remained to be
solved and it depended on
who, when and where to set-
tle the issues in order to
pave the way for wide-range
negotiations on economic,
cultural  and political
grounds.

Answering another ques-
tion on the veto right at the
United Nations Security
Council, Eliasson said the
big powers provoked their
veto rights in 1950s and
1970s more than the present
time, but, for the time be-
ing, the Security Council isa
body focusing on dialogue.

In the meantime, Elias-
son addressed a meeting of
the diplomatic corps at the
Ingtitute for Political and In-
ternational Stidies (IPIS) in
Tehran on Iranian role with-
in the United Nations and its
contribution to resolving the
regional and international
crises.

He pointed to the fight-
ing in southern Sudan, Ko-
sovo and  Afghanistan and
said the Afghan problem is
very complicated and is
passing itsfinal stage.

Eliasson said he would
hold talks with Iranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi and his deputies on the
actions taken by Iran and Af-
ghanistan to resolve the Af-
ghan crisis.

Eliasson arrived in Teh-
ran on Monday on a two-day
visit to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran. It is the first
visit by a ranking Swedish
official to Iran in the past
four years.

Meanwhile, Culture and
Islamic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohgjerani in a
meeting with Eliasson here

Commerce minister:

on Monday stressed that
more understanding should
be brought about among na-
tions.

Mohajerani said that di-
dog among civilizations
much promoted by President
Mohammad Khatami is the
best way of bringing nations
closer to one another.

He said that imple-
mentation of cultural and
arts projects and exchange of
visits by Iranian and Swed-
ish artists and elite would
serve to expand bilateral cul-
tural cooperation.

Tourism, music and cin-
ema are among suitable ar-
eas of cooperation between
Tehran and Stockholm, said
Mohgjerani, proposing that
mutual cooperation in the
aforesaid fields be strength-
ened within the framework
of a mutually concluded
agreement.

The Iranian minister said
that an international seminar
on dialog among civiliza-
tions, due to be held in Teh-
ran in fal, would avail Ira
nian and Swedish scientists
with a suitable chance to get
closer to each other.

Eliasson for his part said
that concept of dialog among
civilizations can best help
nations understand one an-
other.

He said that dialog
among cultures and religions
would make it possible for
nations to get acquainted
with one another and for
governments to expand their
mutual and  multilateral
cooperation.

Lauding Iran’srolein es-
tablishing mutual  under-
standing at international lev-
el, Eliasson caled for
promotion of cooperation be-
tween Iran and Sweden.

Expansion of
naval fleet a
must

BANDAR ABBAS, Hor-

muzgan - Commerce Min-
ister Mohammad Shar-
iatmadari, here  Sunday

stressed the need to develop
Iran’s naval fleet and ship
building industry.

Despite the fact that Iran
possesses the largest fleet in
the region, it needs to de-
velop, modernize and re-
habilite the industry, he told
IRNA.

At present Iran has 110
giant ships which can sail in
international waters and high
sees, he said, hoping that
Iran can become self-reliant
in ship building industry.

The minister further
stressed that measures have
been taken to promote ship
building industry including a
Dlrs. 600 million investment
in Persian Gulf Ship Build-
ing Industry in Bandar Ab-
bas. He, however, regretted
that the country’s ship build-
ing industry is not operating
initsoptimal capacity.

Since air transport fares
are high, exporters of per-
ishable goods  are facing
problems. The ministry in a
bid to solve this problem has
proposed the Road and
Transport Ministry to reduce
the tariffs for this category
of commodity.

Meanwhile according to
an agreement between the
Commerce Ministry and the
Shipping Organization in a
move to support the export-
ers 50 percent of the trans-
port costs can be paid in rials
and the remaining hdf in
foreign currencies.

Meanwhile, in a special

ceremony attended by the
commerce minister and
Managing Director of Islam-
ic Republic Shipping Com-
pany Ahmad Mohammadi,
the Dlrs. 30-million Iran-
Sattari multi-purpose ship
joined country’s naval fleet

Sunday.
In a brief speech, Mo-
hammadi said that Iran-

Sattari is the first of the six
ships which Iran has ordered
to South Korea. The 26 me-
ter-wide, 168.46 meter-long
ship can travel at speed of
16.5 nautical miles per hour
and has the capacity of
2,2621 tons.

According to  Mo-
hammadi, the remaining
five ships will be delivered
to Iran at the rate of one
every three months.

He further said that Iran
has placed order for pur-
chase of five similar ships
from China, the first of
which will be delivered in
February. The remaining
four will arrive at an inter-
val of four months starting
February, he added.

Furthermore, Mo-
hammadi said, a contract is
being finalized with the
Persian Gulf Ship Building
Industry of Bandar Abbas to
manufacture six ships.

Once these ships join
the country’s fleet, its ca-
pacity will be boosted dras-
tically, M ohammadi
stressed.

During the ceremony a
certificate of merit was pre-
sented to the family of mar-
tyr Sattari, former Air Force
commander.
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