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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
(818) 501 - 1028
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Iran, Turkmenistan review cooperation

In power, water sectors

TEHRAN - Turkmen Minister of Water Management Dadayev conferred
here on Tuesday with Iran’s Minister of Energy Hibollah Bitaraf on expan-

sion of cooperation in water and electricity sectors.

According to the public relations office of the ministry, in the meeting
the Turkmen minister expressed hope that his country would be able to ben-
efit from the experiences of the Iranian Energy Ministry in setting up power
and water installations. The Iranian minister in reply stressed the need for
both countries to increase their cooperation in water and electricity sectors.
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President calls for OIC

Collective consensus, a prerequisite
to preservetranquility in

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenel re-
celved on Tuesday visiting
President of Turkmenistan
Saparmurat  Niyazov ac-
companied by a ranking
Turkmen delegation.

In the meeting, aso at-
tended by President Mo-
hammad Khatami, the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution
said that the two neighboring
Muslim nations of Iran and
Turkmenistan fully enjoy the
existing cordial ties and
close cooperation, IRNA re-
ported.

Underlining willingness
of the Iranian government to
further expand relations with
the Turkmen government
and nation, the Leader noted
that the two countries should
make every effort to adopt a
common stand in their bi-
lateral relations and at the
world forums such as the
United Nations.

Referring to the explora-
tion of the Caspian Sea's re-
sources, he stated that a col-
lective cooperation among
the five littoral states is
needed to preserve peace and
tranquillity in the region, and
to safeguard the basic inter-
ests of the Caspian nations.

The Leader stated that
the Islamic Republic of Iran
feels insecure due to the
presence of the Zionists in
the region, adding that Turk-

menistan does not need Zi-
onists. The Leader added
“we all should take into con-
sideration that the Zionists
sow seeds of discord
wherever they appear be-
cause their very existence
depends on causing rifts
among others.”

Ayatollah Khamenei un-
derlined the need for full re-
dization of the Irano-
Turkmen bilateral accords
and caled for further ac-
tivating the two countries
joint commission, particular-
ly inthe area of the trade ex-
change.

Niyazov in the meeting
referred to his friendly re-
lations with Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani's and  Mo-
hammad Khatami’'s ad-
ministrations and promised
to preserve his close coop-
eration with the Iranian gov-
ernment aimed at paving the
way for the finalization of
the Caspian Sea legal re-
gime and the use of the sea
resources.

The Turkmen president
expressed hope that the two
neighboring nations of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and
Turkmenistan would be able
to further expand their bi-
lateral relations.

He added that his coun-
try is keen to strengthen its
friendly cooperation with
Iran specialy in the areas of
science, culture and religion.

Caspian Sea region

In a separate meeting
with Parliament Speaker Ali
Akbar Nateq Nouri on Tues-
day, President Niyazov said
that the Caspian Sea should
be divided among the five
littoral states equally and
fairly.

President Niyazov said
differences among the lit-
toral states arise from ab-
sence of legal regime for the
resources of the Caspian Sea
and lack of amechanism for
its exploitation.

Niyazov said Turkmeni-
stan attaches high im-
portance to relations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran and
regards bilateral relations as
very productive.

The Turkmen president
caled on the Iranian Parlia-
ment to share experience
with the republic on holding
elections.

He said, “the West has
no accurate understanding of
our religious beliefs, culture
and tradition and that’s why
they raise the charges of hu-
man rights violations. We
believe in our religion and
willing to protect our cul-
tural identity and thisis what
the the Westerners should
understand.”

Nateg Nouri said the par-
liament isready to share ex-
perience with the Turkmen
Parliament on elections and
legidlations.

On the Caspian Sea, Na-

Tehran, Stockholm
geared to improve ties

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi and
Swedish Deputy Foreign
Minister Jan Eliasson in Teh-
ran on Tuesday held talks
on ways to upgrade the level
of Tehran-Stockholm re-

lations in political, econom-

ic and cultural fields.
Kharrazi and Eliasson
discussed the latest inter-
national developments and
the crises in lIrag, Af-
ghanistan, Tajikistan, Ko-
sovo and the nuclear tests

carried out by India and Pa-
kistan in May 1998, IRNA
reported.

Eliasson said positive de-
velopments have taken place
in the Islamic Republic of
Iran over the past year

He said the doctrine put
forward by President Kha-
tami to hold dialogue
among civilizations is very
useful in helping the thinkers
from the world learn the Is-
lamic views and neutralize
the propaganda campaign
launched by the Iranian op-
position in international for-

ums.

Kharrazi said the Islamic
Republic of Iran iswilling to
develop relations with the
European Union on the basis
of mutual respect, equality
and understanding.

The foreign minister
pointed to Iranian presidency
of the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC) and
called for Iran-Sweden coop-
eration within the inter-
national organizations, es
pecialy the United Nations
and the UN Security Coun-
cil.

Iran first in purchasing UNICEF cards

TEHRAN - The United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) in an announce-
ment Tuesday thanked the
Iranian people for standing
first in purchasing UNICEF
cards last year.

Based on the datistics
gathered by UNICEF head-

Foreign Ministry:

quarters in New York, Ira
nians topped among African
and Middle Eastern nations
in this connection, the an-
nouncement said.

It added that Iran aso
ranked first among 161
world countries two years
ago for having purchased the

Any bilatera accord on Caspian
legal regimeinvalid

TEHRAN - Foreign Ministry Spokesman Mahmoud Mo-
hammadi here Tuesday underlined the need to observe the con-

tents of

Iran-Russian treaty of 1921 and accord of 1940 and

said that any bilateral agreement contrary to the existing legal
regime of the Caspian Sea has no credibility and the ISlamic Re-
public of Iran will not recognizeit.

Referring to the recent Russian-Kazakh accord for sharing
the resources of northern bed of the Caspian Sea, Mohammadi
noted that all Caspian littoral states such as Russia are fully
aware that at present Tehran-Moscow friendship treaty of Feb-
ruary 1921 and the trade and shipping accord of 25 March 1940
are the only existing legal regime of the Caspian Sea, IRNA re-

ported.

Mohammadi added that the officias of the five Caspian Sea
littoral states in their meeting in Ashkhabad had issued a state-
ment which stipulates the existance of the earlier legal regime
and specifies that the compilation of the Caspian legal regimeis
possible only through consensus of the five littoral states.

Manufacturing line for

TEHRAN - The mass pro-
duction of light trucks with
48 percent Iranian made parts
started here on Tuesday in a
ceremony attended by In-
dustries Minister Gholamreza
Shafei. Elaborating on the
government’s policy to boost
production of heavy vehicles,
Shafel said that Iran has
reached self-sufficiency in
such vehicles and isnow in a
position to export its surplus
production, IRNA reported.

He emphasized the im-
portance of manufacturing
parts domestically to reduce
the foreign exchange needs,
adding that the new truck
would use 75 percent do-
mestically-produced parts by
its third year of production.
The figure would reach 83
percent by the fourth year, he
said.

Shafei further highlighted
the need to offer credits to
boost the purchase of the rel-
atively expensive  trucks.
Boosting the purchasing pow-
er would strengthen industrial
sector and aso helps create
jobs, he added. On the other
hand, the manufacturers of
such vehicles should try to
penetrate foreign markets.
This, he added, could help the
manufacturers resolve their li-
quidity problems.

Commenting on the re-
cession in the lIranian ec-
onomic, industria and com-
mercial sectors,  Shafel
attributed the problem to the
economic recession gripping
the world.

“The drop in oil pricesis
amongst indicators of ec-
onomic recession in the
world, and has aso affected

largest number of UNICEF
cards.

Iran purchased over
600,000 cards in 1996 and
about 740,000 last year and
the money earned thereby
was used by the organization
for implementation of lit-
eracy, health care and nutri-
tion programs in  deprived
regions.

The UNICEF cards are
hot selling in Iran for new
year, Christmas and Moth-
er'sDay.

UNICEF announced that
the organization launches
programs in 185 countries
and the required budget is
met both through govern-
ment contributions and pub-
lic donations. One third of
UNICEF's spendings are
covered by revenues from
sale of cards, the announce-
ment said, adding that pur-
chase of a pack of UNICEF
cards can save 100 children
from becoming blind.

UNICEF cards are avail-
able in Iran in book and sta-
tionary shops.

Iran,” he said.

Stating that Iran should
try to boost its share of world
trade to at least one percent,
Shafei called on domestic in-
dustrial unitsto offer products
with high quality and at rea
sonable prices, thus enabling
them to compete in foreign
markets. Referring to red tape
as an obstacle impeding the
country’s exports, Shafel ex-
pressed hope that the govern-
ment’s new economic pol-
icies would help
manufacturing sector as well
as exports. Also speaking at
the ceremony was the Man-
aging Director of ‘lran Ka
veh', the manufacturer of the
trucks, who told the audience
that starting the new man-
ufacturing line and pro-
duction of the needed molds
and fixtures had cost the com-

teqg Nouri said the littoral
states should make their fi-
nal decision on the legal re-
gime of the sea to stop the
foreigners from taking ad-
vantage of the current situa-
tion. He said the
Western states have at-
tempted to put pressure on
the other states under pre-
text of human rights viola-
tions and terrorism. The
Westerners do not conduct
the same with their alies
even though they violate hu-
man rights, Nateq Nouri
said. The parliament speak-
er said reconstruction and
development require secur-
ity and stability and Iran ex-
pects the Caspian states to
open up the avenues for ec-
onomic development in the
region. The Turkmen pres-
ident arrived in Tehran on
Monday for athree-day vis-
it to the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Iranians to visit holy sites
In Irag next month

TEHRAN - Under an agreement reached between Iran and Irag, some
3,000 members of the bereaved families of martyrs are to leave the country
for the holy sitesin Irag in August.

Foreign Minister Kamal kharrazi told IRNA here on Tuesday that de-
tails on the pilgrimage visit is to be announced later by Islamic Revolution’s
Martyrs Foundation and related officials.

emergency meeting

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC)
President Mohammad Kha-
tami on Tuesday called for
an emergency meeting of the
OIC foreign ministers to
deal with the great danger
of judaization of Beit ul-
Mogaddas.

In ameeting with Yeme-
ni Speaker of Parliament
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hus-
sain a-Ahmar, President
Khatami said the Zionist re-
gime and its expansionist
objectives are problematic
for the region, IRNA re-
ported.

He said those countries
willing to establish dip-
lomatic relations with Is-
rael, were gradually coming
to redlize the true nature of
the Zionist regime.

Even Israel’s supporters
have understood that what
kind of regime it is and what
policy it is pursuing, the
president said.

“No doubt, we all ad-
vocate peace and tranquility
in the entire region. We

have aready said that the
method followed in the name
of peacein the Middle East
will get nowhere owing to
the arrogant and expan-
sionist nature of Isragl,”
President Khatami said.

The president regretted
that despite the resolutions
of the United Nations Secur-
ity Council and other inter-
national conventions, the Zi-
onist regime has attempted
to judaize the Holy Qods.
Thisisagreat danger against
which the Muslim world
should stand.

The Musiim and Arab
states should display their
prestige  with  solidarity
against the very dangerous
aggression of Israel first and
then by discussing a com-
prehensive and a just peace,
President Khatami said.

A just peace will not be
realized unless every Pal-
estinian inside or outside the
occupied lands, Muslim,
Christian or Jew isgiven the
right to decide his his or her
own fate, President Khatami
said.

EU to expedite iImprovement
of relations with Iran

TEHRAN - Secretary
General of the Austrian For-
eign Ministry Albert Rohan
told IRNA in Vienna on
Monday night that European
Union (EU), now chaired by
Austrig, wants to accelerate
improvement of relations
with Tehran.

Rohan said that al 15
members of the EU are
unanimous that constructive
dialog should replace critical
dialog with Iran.

The EU welcomes recent
visit of Italian Prime Min-
ister Romano Prodi to Teh-
ran, believing that exchange
of visits between senior of-
ficials of Iran and the EU
would improve bilateral re-
lations, he said.

He disclosed that he was
going to head an EU Troika
delegation comprising repre-
sentatives of the British,
Austrian and German for-
eign ministers, to Iran on
July 18 to hold talks with
Iranian officials within the
framework of Iran-EU di-
alog.

The main topics on the
agenda of the EU delegation
include cooperation in solv-
ing regional issues such as
the problems of Af-

ghanistan, Bakans, Kosovo,
Caucasus and Middle East,
joint efforts to fight drug
trafficking and organized
crimes, Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, dis
armament, human rights, en-
vironment and refugees, he
said.

Iran and the EU hold
similar views on many issues
and are willing to have
cooperation to resolve them,
said Rohan, adding that the
EU desire to explore new av-
enues for cooperation with
Iran, as the chairman of the
Organization of Islamic Con-
ference, he said.

The EU members assess
the ongoing developmentsin
Iran from different angles,
said Rohan, adding that
Westerners are witnessing
signs of a a new move in-
itiated by President Mo-
hammad Khatami for rap-
prochement with the West,
Rohan said.

There are certain groups
in Iran, however, that are op-
posed to such amove, Rohan
said, stressing that this has
caused the EU members to
reach different conclusions
on the level of their re
lations with Iran.

NIOC commended
on projectslaunch

TEHRAN - The professionalism of the National Ira-
nian Oil Company in using an international seminar in
London last week to unvell its biggest-ever program of
buy-back projects has been commended by an oil weekly

in London.

Energy Compass said that the long awaited proposed
deals proved to be “no disappointment.” Companies
“flocked to the tender,” with most accepting the price
insensitivity built in and even welcoming the present
conditions, it said, quoted by IRNA from London.

Western firms were quoted saying that Iran was “get-
ting better at tendering.” Contractual clarity was said to
have improved, as had the definition of exposure and in
the context of development deals, there was “reasonable
tolerance” on the estimation of proven reserves.

NIOC sent a team of over 20 senior officials and
technical experts to announce new projects at a four-day
seminar in London on new opportunities in the Iranian
oil and gas industry, organized by IBC UK Confer-

ences.

The first tender documents on 43 proposed in-
vestment deals are due to be issued formally at a Tehran

conference next month.

pany RIs. three billion.
Iran-Kaveh is affiliated to

the Industrial Development

and Renovation Organization.

According to Hashem
Zaar' e, some 1000 of the light
trucks will be produced this
year (the new lIranian year
started March 21). The pro-
duction would increase to
2,000 next year, he added.

“The French Renault auto
company is cooperating with
Iran-Kaveh for production of
the trucks which come in six
and eight ton capacities.”

Production of each truck
would require some Dlrs.
10,000 in foreign exchange in
the start. However, Zaar'e
said, the hard currency needs
would soon drop to Dlrs.
3,000-4,000 as more do-
mestically produced parts are

Ight trucks Inaugurated

used in the production.

Zaare dso cdled on
banks to offer credits to en-
courage purchase of the new
trucks.

On exports of auto parts,
the head of the industrial unit
said that per an agreement
with Sweden, Iranian man-
ufactured parts would be eval-
uated by Swedish experts. If
approved, Zaar'e added, the
industrial units can start ex-
porting parts.

Besides helping to create
jobs and increasing foreign
exchange revenues, the said
cooperation helps eevate
technical abilities of Iranian
workers, Zaar' e concluded.

Austria is among coun-
tries which favor speedy ex-
pansion of ties with Iran but
as the current chairman of
the EU, Austria should re-
flect different views of the
EU member states in this re-
spect, he said.

Germany also supports
acceleration of Iran-EU rap-
prochement and to this end it
does not have any difference
of opinion with Austria, Ro-
han concluded.

“Palestine belongs to the
Palestinians. Democratic
principles require that the
Palestinians decide their
own destiny. The powerful
states should understand that
they could not stand forcibly
against the will of the na
tions,” the Iranian president
said.

On Iran-Yemen re-
lations, President Khatami
said Iran, Yemen and Egypt
have been the cradle of civ-
ilization which embraced Is-
lam and put their cultura
capability at the service of
Islam. Islam with its lofty
teachings brought promotion
of mind for the region and
the entire globe.

“We are exposed to a
historical test on the thresh-
old of the 21st century. We
should determine our place
in the coming century,” he
said.

He said first of all (we)
should make it known that
theregion belongs to the re-
giona nations and no one
has the right to interfere in

it.

Sheikh a-Ahmar handed
over a message from Yeme-
ni President Ali Abdullah
Saeh to President Khatami
and conveyed his greetings
to President Khatami.

He said, “you with your
wisdom and enlightening
views can bring together the
Islamic ummah to deal with
the brutal attack against the
Muslim world (the plot to
judaize Al-Qods al-Sharif.”

Meanwhile, head of Ex-
pediency Council Akbar Ha-
shemi Rafsanjani, here on
Tuesday caled on Muslim
states to support the call by
President Mohammad Kha-
tami for an emergency for-
eign ministerial meeting of
Islamic states to tackle the

issue of Zionist regime's
new plan concerning Beit-ul
Mogaddas.

In a meeting with the
speaker of Yemeni Parlia-
ment, Rafsanjani said “re-
grettably, Muslim states
have not reacted properly to
the Zionist regime's ag-
gressive plan which carries
lots of dangers to the Holy
Qods and the Muslim
world.”

On Iran-Yemen ties, the
former president referred to
many religious and his
torical commonalities be-
tween the two nations, add-
ing that grounds are ripe for
expansion of the two coun-
tries' relations.

The Yemeni official ex-
pressed satisfaction with
outcomes of his lranian vis-
it, adding that San'a is de-
termined to take advantage
of the many religious, cul-
tural and historical com-
monalities with Iran to forge
strong ties with the Islamic
Republic.

Expressing dismay and
concern over the Zionist re-
gime’'s new aggressive plan
and the regime’s excessively
audacious behavior, Al-
Ahmar said that such be-
haviors are direct result of
compromising policies
adopted by heads of some
Muslim and Arab states.

Hereferred to Iran as the
strongest Muslim  state
which has unequivocal
stands on the Holy Qods and
against the Zionist regime,
adding that the Islamic Re-
public is well suited to lead

a campaign for unity
amongst Muslim states.
“We should not lose

hope and we are hopeful
about the initiative by the
Islamic Republic of Iran in
thisregard,” he concluded.

Japan seeksto expand
economic tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Chairman of
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries
Division Kentaro Aikawa
here on Tuesday discussed
Iran-Japan economic coop-
eration with the head of
Iran’s Chamber of Com-
merce, Ali Nagi Khamoushi.

Aikawa who is visiting
Tehran at the head of a del-
egation from Japan’'s Federa-
tion of Economic Organiza-
tions (Keidanran), said that
the Japanese firms are keen
to invest in ail, petrochem-
ical, auto, agricultural, infra-
structural, electronics and
communications sectors in
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
IRNA reported.

He aso caled for ex-
ploring avenues for Iran-
Japan joint investments.

The Iranian officia not-
ed that Iran-Japan coop-
eration had previously fo-
cused on large nationa
projects, adding that the two
countries should also expand
their cooperation in small
and medium sized industries.

Khamoushi pledged that
his department would use all
its facilities to help such
cooperation.

In another development,
Mines and Metals Minister
Eshaqg Jahangiri said here on
Tuesday that the government
and parliament both agree
that the private sector and
foreign resources should
have a bigger role in the
country’s economy.

Jahangiri, speaking to
the 60-man Japanese delega

Iran to host meeting in
Spain to discuss status
of Muslims

ZAHEDAN, Sistan-
Baluchestan - Thelslam-
ic Republic of Iran is to
sponsor a meeting in
Spain to discuss the status
of Muslims in non-
Muslim countries within
the next two years, it was
announced here Monday.

The remark was made
by head of the inter-
national department of
the Leader's office Ay-
atollah Mohammad Ali
Taskhiri while addressing
the seventh gathering of
Friday prayers leaders of

Sunni Muslims in this
southeastern province,
IRNA reported.

Ayatollah Taskhiri

who is aso head of the Is-
lamic Culture and Com-
munications  Organiza-
tion, said that the meeting
will be attended by of-
ficials in charge of pub-
licity affairs of the Islam-
ic countries from
throughout the globe.
Referring to the suc-
cessful summit of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) in Teh-
ran, he noted that out-
standing social and cul-
tural developments have
been made in different
Muslim  countries fol-

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

lowing the OIC summit.

Taskhiri stressed that
the population of around
450 million Muslims liv-
ing in non-Muslim coun-
tries is one of the main
problems facing the Mus-
lim world.

Over 400 Sunni Mus-
lim Friday prayers leaders
of the province participat-
ed in the meeting which
was held to commemorate
the unity week, marking
the birth anniversary of the
holy Prophet Mohammad
(peace be upon him).

Leader’'s representative
in the affairs of Sunni
Muslims in Baluchestan
Mojtaba Husseini as well
as two presidential advis-
ors in related affairs also
addressed the participants
inthe one-day meeting.

tion, said that Iran has tak-
en serious steps during re-
construction era to activate
the private sector and utilize
foreign resources.

He  expressed dis
satisfaction with slow pace
of Iran-Japan cooperation
over recent years and ex-
pressed hope that presence
of Japanese delegation in
Tehran would open a new
chapter in mutua  coop-
eration.

He said that an agree-
ment has been signed with a
Swedish company to raise
the country’s annual copper
production to 200,000 tons
from 100,000 tons at present
and that there are plans to
further increase the output
to 500,000 tons ayear.

Tehran and Tokyo can
cooperate to meet part of
world's aluminium demands,
considering the relatively
cheap energy in Iran, the
minister said.

The Persian Gulf littoral
states are making use of their
cheap energy to raise their
auminium output, Jahangiri
said.

Considering existence of
rich reserves of dimensional
stones in Iran, Iran and Ja-
pan can cooperate in pro-
cessing and exporting  the
stones, Jahangiri said, add-
ing that Iran isready to make
joint investment with Japan

in this regard.
Aikawa who heads the
delegation said that Iran

provides his country with ten
percent of its oil needs.

Aikawa said that the Jap-
anese delegation isin Iran to
expand cooperation and
make investments in in the
mutually agreed projects in
Iran.

He said that identifica-
tion and solution of prob-
lems can prepare the ground
for promotion of Tehran-
Tokyo cooperation.
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