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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
(818) 501 - 1028
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President congratulates Muslim [eaders
on Prophet’s birth anniversary

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami in separate messages to
heads of Muslim states congratulated them and their nations on the aus-
anniversary of Prophet Mohammad (peace be

picious occasion of birth
upon him).

In his congratulatory messages, the president hoped that due to the aus-
picious occasion, the Islamic world will witness further dignity and unity of

Muslims around the globe.

Swedish deputy foreign minister:
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Iran, Turkmenistan sign joint

lran-EU dialog will |ead
to positive results

TEHRAN - Deputy For-
eign Minister of Sweden Jan
Eliasson told Iran’s Deputy
Foreign Minister for Finance
and Economic Affairs Mah-
moud Vaezi here Wednes-
day that he is hopeful that
the current dialog between
Iran and Europe would lead
to positive results in an at-
mosphere free from political
tension.

The Foreign Ministry of-
ficial of Iran said that such
sanctions as imposed by Iran
by the United States are un-
justified and unacceptable in
the present-day world, and
that they have been protested
by most world governments,
IRNA reported.

The Iranian and the
Swedish official also agreed
to organize an economic
seminar by Iranian and
Swedish businessmen and
industrialists in Stockholm
shortly.

In a separate meeting,
the Swedish deputy foreign
minister and Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister for Euro-
American Affairs Morteza

Sarmadi  in  Tehran on
Wednesday called for more
cooperation between the Eu-
ropean Union and the Or-
ganization of the Idamic
Conference (OIC).

The two officials said
cooperation between the two
organizations would serve to
reach mutual understanding.

Eliasson and Sarmadi
also reviewed the latest de-
velopments in  Tehran-
Stockholm relations and the
ways to develop political, ec-
onomic and cultural coop-
eration between the two
countries.

The Iranian and Swedish
officials stressed the need for
holding regular contacts at
foreign minister level, pro-
viding Iranians residing in
Sweden with welfare, active
presence of Swedish com-
panies and industriadlists in
the economic development
plan of Iran and close coop-
eration in Central Asia and
the Caspian Sea.

They exchanged views
on the current crises in Af-
ghanistan, Tajikistan, Iraq

Spain ready
tolnvestinlran's
oll projects

Iran’s Third Five-Year Development Plan, Spanish Minister
of Industry and Energy, Josep Pique | Camps, said calling for

promotion of mutual relations.

Pique made the remark in a meeting with the visiting Ira-
nian Minister of Industries, Akbar Torkan.

The Spanish minister further said that his country is
ready to contribute to different projects in Iran in-

cluding those in industry,

IRNA reported.

energy and mines sectors,

Pique added that Madrid will have greater presence in the
September international trade fair in Tehran.

Expressing satisfaction over the growing trend of Tehran-
Madrid ties, Pique stressed that his government is ready to fa-
cilitate participation of Spanish companies in Iran’s develop-

ment projects.

The Spanish minister of industry further hoped that he
could exchange views with other Iranian officials in Tehran
soon and discuss avenues for further Tehran-Madrid coop-

eration.

Torkan, heading a ranking economic and trade delegation,
is in Madrid to participate in the joint Iran-Spain economic

seminar.

In another development, the Spanish Secretary of State
for Energy and Mineral Resources, Nemesio Fernandez-
Cuesta Luca de Tena, met Iran’s Deputy Oil Minister for In-
ternational Affairs, Mehdi Husseini. In the meeting de Tena
stressed that the Spanish companies are eager to contribute to
Iran’soil, gasand petrochemical sectors.

Describing Spain’s attitude toward Iran as positive, de
Tena said that an oil delegation is to visit Tehran soon to dis-
cuss avenues for energy cooperation between the two coun-

tries.

and former Yugoslavia and
said that Iran and the EU
countries are determined to
develop relations.

Eliasson said Iran has
made admirable progress
and that the EU is willing to
hold constructive dialogue
with Iran on the basis of
mutual respect and under-
standing.

The Swedish official said
the Islamic Republic of Iran
isan influential state in the
region and the Muslim world
and called for boosting of
cultural and academic ex-
changes between Iran and
Sweden.

Eliasson in another meet-
ing here Wednesday with the
Member of Parliament Mo-

hammad Javad Larijani
voiced Stockholm’s interest
in bolstering ties with Teh-
ran.

The Swedish govern-
ment is also willing to pave
the way for constructive di-
alog between Iran and the
European Union, he added.

Larijani, who is head of
Parliament’s Research Cen-
ter, said that Iran and Swe-
den enjoy good relations.
He added that unfortunately
there are certain moves
aimed at damaging the con-
fidence between Iran and
Sweden.

Bilateral political and so-
cia relations, parliamentary
ties in particular, were re-
viewed in the meeting.

Iran, Saudi Arabiato
broaden cooperation

TEHRAN - Saudi Minister of Industries and Electricity Hashem Ab-
dollah Yamani told Iranian Ambassador to Riyadh that recent meetings be-
tween ranking Iranian and Saudi officials would help broaden cooperation
between Iran and Saudi Arabia.

The Iranian ambassador offered a brief report on the industrial and tech-
nological achievementsin Iran and said collaboration in those areas between
the two countries will benefit both nations.

communique, agreements

TEHRAN - lIran and
Turkmenistan ~ Wednesday
signed a joint communique
and three agreements on po-
litical, economic and sports
cooperations.

The joint communique
and the agreements were
signed at the end of athree-
day visit of Turkmen Pres-
ident Saparmurat Niyazov
and his accompanying del-
egation to Tehran.

The communique, signed
by Niyavov and his iranian
counterpart Mohammad
Khatami, stressed un-
aterability of the principle
of collective consensus by
the five littoral states in all
decision-makings relating to
the Caspian Sea lega re-
gime.

Underlining the peaceful

non-military utilization of
the Caspian Sea waters, the
two presidents expressed op-
position to any measure
which  would cause ir-
reparable environmental
damage to the sea.

The communique also
underscored the principle of
equal share of all the littoral
states and fair exploitation of
CaspianSea resources.

Meanwhile, according to
a political agreement signed
between the two countries,
Iran and  Turkmenistan
stressed that Tehran-
Ashkhabad relations are not
against any third country and
rather aim at creating the
necessary environment for
further expansion of regional
and international amicable
ties.

During Niyazov's visit,

Japanese firm offersto build
airport, refinery in Chabahar

TEHRAN - The Jap-
anese company JGC Corp.
has offered to build an air-
port, a jetty and an ail re-
finery in Chabahar Free
Trade Zone (FTZ), south-
eastern lran.

In a meeting with the
deputy head of Chabahar
FTZ, Mohammad Esmail
Qa em-Magami, JGC's
Managing Director Y oshi-
Hiko Numakura said that
more investments should be
encouraged for construction
of the oil refinery, IRNA re-
ported.

Qa em-Magami wel-
comed the Japanese firm's
ideas and further re
numerated many of other in-
vestment  opportunities in
Chabahar.

A delegation of 60 Jap-
anese industridists has held
meetings with the chairman
of the FTZ High Council as
well as the presidents of
Chabahar, Kish and Qeshm
FTZs.

JGC has before par-
ticipated in the construction
of Arak refinery as well as
some petrochemical plantsin
Iran.

Earlier on Tuesday, First
Vice-President Hassan Ha-
bibi in a meeting with the
visiting Japanese economic
delegation, called for expan-
sion of Tehran-Tokyo ec-
onomic, scientific, and tech-
nical relations.

The 60-member top-
level delegation from 25 Jap-
anese companies headed by
Chairman of  Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries Limited,
Kentaro Aikawa is currently

inlran.

Expressing satisfaction
over the trend of Tehran-
Tokyo relations during the
past year, Habibi said that
there are great industrial and
trade potentials in the Islam-
ic Republic which will pave
the way for further expan-
sion of bilateral ties.

Meanwhile, Aikawa
voiced readiness for expan-
sion of Iran-Japan coop-
eration in different areas of
manufacturing  machinery,
ail, trade, banking and auto
industry.

Some 10 percent of Jap-
anese energy is provided by
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
he said adding that the visit
of the Japanese delegation to
Tehran is aimed at holding
fruitful talks with Iranian ec-
onomic officids to further
bolster bilateral ties.

Meanwhile, Iranian
Minister of Industries, Gho-
lamreza Shafel here Tuesday
caled on Japanese investors
to invest in tyre production,
vegetable oil and detergent
industriesin Iran.

Addressing the 60-
member Japanese delega-
tion, Shafei added that Ja-
pan is one of Iran's major
trade partners. He said that if
Japanese industrialists want
to identify suitable grounds
for cooperation they can
jointly invest in the said sec-
tors.

Providing Iranian pro-
ducers with raw materials,
the Japanese investors can
help pave the way for pres-
ence of Iranian companiesin
foreign markets, he added.

Rehabilitation and mod-
ernization of 65 textile fac-
tories are of importance for
Iran’s Ministry of Industries,
Shafel said, adding Japan
can finance and invest in re-
habilitating the textile in-
dustry.

He further said that pro-
duction of microelectronic
devices is one of the fields
that his ministry focuses on
and that Iran welcomes Jap-
anese investors due to their
expertisein thisfield.

According to Shafei, Iran
has so far invested DIrs. 500
million to promote spare
part manufacturing and is
ready to cooperate with other
partnersin this area.

If interested, Japan can
provide export credits for
Iranian exporters thus pro-

viding the ground for intro-
ducing Iranian goods at the
international market.

Aikawa referred to Teh-
ran-Tokyo relations and said
the two countries have had
good relations over the past
years.

Aikawa aso thanked
Iran for supplying 10 percent
of Japanese energy needs
and hoped that the talks with
Iranian officials will lead to
a positive outcome.

The 60-person top-level
delegation from 25 Japanese
companies, are currently
here discussing various is-
sues with Iranian officialsin-
cluding clear-cut situation of
foreign investors in terms of
taking their profit back to
their countries in hard cur-
rency.

the two sides signed an
agreement for building a
reservoir dam over Harirud
river and a another on
sports cooperation in which
Turkmenistan caled for
transfer of Iran's expertise
in the disabled athletic
events.

Prior to Niyazov's de-
parture, the two presidents
underlined common stands
of Iran and Turkmenistan
on issues pertaining to the
Caspian Sea and on equa
share of each littoral states
of the sed’ sresources.

Speaking to reporters at
Sa adabad presidential com-
plex, Khatami said the Cas-
pian Sea belongs to al the
littoral states, adding that

the sea should be a place for
peace and friendship.

He stressed that a legal
regime should be formulat-
ed for the sea and that all
the littoral states should ex-
ploit resources of the sea on
equal bases.

The president said any
change in the existing lagal
regime of the sea must be
endoresed by all littora
states.

Aaccording to the joint
communique, the two sides
agreed to invoke the 1921
friendship and amity treaty
between Iran and Russia as
well as trade and naviga
tion pact of 1940 between
Iran and the former Soviet
Union.

[ran, Cypruswilling
to boost relations

their
relations.

teria, IRAN reported.

possible.

problems.

TEHRAN - Parliament Vice-Speaker, Hassan Ro-
whani, and Cypriot Ambassador to Tehran, George
Virdis, here Wednesday expressed willingness of
respective countries to upgrade bilateral

Rowhani said Iran favors peace and stability in the
Mediterranean region and expressed hope that disputes
between Cyprus and its neighbors will be resolved
through mutual talks and according to international cri-

Referring to certain problems that Iranian pas-
sengers face when travelling to Cyprus, he expressed
hope that the problems would be

Turning to friendly Tehran-Nicosia ties, he said fa-
vorable grounds exist for promotion of political, ec-
onomic and commercial relations between the two coun-
tries and called for bilateral parliamentary cooperation
and exchange of delegations at various levels.

Virdis said he is aware of problems of Iranian pas-
sengers and pledged to follow up the case to remove the

He also called for promation of relations between
Iranian and Cypriot parliaments.

removed as soon as

South Africa seeks
promotion of tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Head of For-
eign Relations Committee of
South African National As
sembly lbrahim Ismad Ib-
rehim and Foreign Minister
Kama Kharrazi in Tehran on
Wednesday held talks on Teh-
ran-Pretoria relations and in-
ternational issues.

Kharrazi said relations be-
tween Iran and South Africa
are growing and the two
countries have enormous ca
pacity for economic coop-
eration, IRNA quoted him as

saying.
He said holding Tehran-

Pretoria joint economic com-
misson would serve to
strengthen  economic  coop-
eration and facilitate trade.

He pointed to the up-
coming summit of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
dueto be held in South Africa
and hoped that NAM would
succeed in reinforcing the
multi-polar ~ world  order
thanks to the insight of the
South African leaders.

He said cooperation be-
tween the Organization of the
Isamic  Conference (OIC)
and the movement would

THE HISTORY OF PERSIAN RUGS:

The artistry of Persian Rugs accentuates the history that precedes their rare beauty. Each piece is hand woven and
elegantly expresses historical characters, literature and the culture of ancient Persia since the creation of the first Per-
sian Rug, some thousands of years ago. Other countries attempt to imitate this art and market their rugs using names
such as Iranian cities and traditional Iranian designs. However, they lack the cultural knowledge and the genuine
quality that is the foundation for creating such atreasured masterpiece.

Through time Persian rugs have become eminently and internationally renowned. Today, antique Persian Rugs are
most valuable for their enchanting beauty. Rare pieces can be found displayed in museums, palaces, homes, etc. with
many others bought and sold in antique shows to collectors from all around the world especially North America for

great value.

There are about 8 million Iranian men and women who make a living through the rug industry daily (child labour
in Iranisillegal and prohibited). The Iranian and the U.S. governments have recently expressed support for cultural
trade between the two countries. We hope the President of the United States will move to abolish the embargo placed

upon the buying and selling of Persian Rugs, in respect to the relationship between these two nations and the cultural
tradition of thisart.

We cordially invite all to visit our warehouse and showrooms to discover the finest selection of hand-knotted Per-
sian Rugs. We are committed to and strongly believe in educating our clients and other individuals on the ancient
process utilized in creating such distinctive pieces. This ancient artistry ensures the quality of each piece and en-
compasses the entire Persian Rug tradition.

Farshe Tabriz largest producer of hand woven Persian Rugs.
15 West Pearce St. Unit 1

Toronto, Ontario

West of Leslie, North of HWY 7, CANADA

Phone: (905) 731 - 2202
Fax: (905) 731 - 2322
E-mail: Farshe-Tabriz @ msn. com
Reference Article: Business Editorial The Business Connection,
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help the developing nations
consolidate their presence in
the international community.

Ibrahim briefed Kharrazi
on South African views con-
cerning regiona and inter-
national issues and voiced
Pretorids interest in de
veloping cooperation with
Iran.

Ibrahim said women have
eye-catching presence in the
social  activities in Iran and
called for more contacts be-
tween thetwo nations.

In a separate mesting,
Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateg Nouri told Ibrahim that
the Idamic Republic and
South Africa share many
common cultural peculiar-
ities, among them their strug-
gle against imperialism.

He said the people and
government of Iran has con-
sistently supported the strug-
gle of the South African peo-
ple against apartheid and
observed the Iranian nation
would never forget that strug-
gle.

The visiting ANC official
said in response that the peo-
ple of South Africa consider
the triumph of the Idlamic
Revolution in Iran also as a
victory for themselves.

He said the Idamic Rev-
olution in Iran had dso in-
spired the people in Africa
and offered them fresh im-
petus.

The ANC officia said
that his government looks for-
ward to broadening relations
with Iran in the area of econ-
omy, politics and culture.

Pilgrimsto visit
holy sites, Iranto
export medicine,

foodtolrag

TEHRAN - PFilgrimage
tours to the holy shrinesin Irag
will officialy start as of August
15, sad Deputy Commerce
Minister for Foreign Trade,
Abdulhussein Vahgji Tuesday.

Making the remark after re-
turning from a week long visit
to Iragq, Vahgji said according
to agreements reached, 3,000
Iranian pilgrims will travel to
Iraq via the Khosravi border
point, in western Iran, every
week, IRNA reported. An Iraqg
company, ‘Al-Hoda will ac-
commodate the Iranian pil-
grims while they are inside the
Iraqgi territory, he added.

The lIranian delegation
comprising representatives
from the foreign and commerce
ministries, Hajj and Pilgrimage
Organization, pharmaceutica
and medical industries, trade
and industrid companies held
talks with a number of Iraqgi of-
ficials. Commenting on his trip
Vahgji said he met Iragi Com-
merce Minister  Mohammad
Mehdi Saleh and Director Gen-
era of the Economic Relations
Office of the Foreign Ministry
Farug a-Ubaidi.

It was agreed that Iran will
export medicine, foodstuff and
other items to Irag while fully
observing the U.N. Security
Council resolution 986.

Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi told IRNA on Tues
day that under an agreement
reached between Iran and Iraq,
3,000 members of families of
martyrs are to pay pilgrimage
to the holy shrines in Irag in
August.
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