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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
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* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
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* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection
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BUILDING & SAFETY
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Russia to help Iran develop

natural resources

TEHRAN - Moscow is ready to cooperate with Iran in development of its
natural resources, Russian Minister of Natural Resources Viktor Nekritenko

announced on Friday.

He made the remark in a meeting with Iran’'s Ambassador to Moscow I N

Mehdi Safari.

Nekritenko further welcomed transferring to Iran, Russian experience in
different areas including joint research projects on natural resources, watershed
management, water preservation as well as construction of small dams for har-

nessing surface waters.

He proposed signing of contracts between the two countries in these areas
and invited Iranian Minister of Construction Jihad Mohammad Saidi Kia to

pay an official visit to Russia

TEHRAN - The visiting
Iranian Deputy Industries
Minister Akbar Torkan said
in Madrid that in the course
of their taks lranian and
Spanish officials have agreed
on conclusion of DIrs 1.5 bil-
lion contracts.

Torkan, aso head of
Iran’s economic-trade del-
egation to Iran-Spain joint
economic seminar in Madrid,
said before leaving Spain that
the two sides’ willingness to
have mutual cooperation in-
dicated start of a new move
to strengthen bilateral trade
and economic relations,
IRNA reported.

Iran is to promote its ec-
onomic cooperation with Eu-
ropean countries, including
spain, which have a positive
attitude towards Iran, he add-

ed.

Iran and Spain explored
areas of expanding mutual
cooperation in the course of
their economic-trade seminar
and Spain announced its read-
iness to cooperate with Iran
and make investment in Iran’s
Third Five-Year Develop-
ment plan, Torkan continued.

He said that Spain can
have cooperation with Iran in
establishing water and steam
power plants, exploration and
exploitation of oil, gas and
petrochemical, transfer of
technology and ship building.

He added that Spanish of-
ficials had in the course of
their talks with Iranian of-
ficials welcomed a 10-point
plan for implementation of 10
development projects under
DlIrs 11 billion investment.
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Spain ready to cooperate with
Iran In development projects

Iran’s Industrial Develop-
ment and Renovation Or-
ganization (IDRO) and For-
eign Trade Department at
Spanish Economy and Fi-
nance Ministry signed a mem-
orandum of understanding on
Thursday for implementation
of projects and offering fi-
nancial support for in-
vestment.

Torkan paid a visit to
Spain heading a high-ranking
economic-trade delegation.

Volume of trade between
Tehran and Madrid in 1997
reached DIrs 1.24 billion with
Iran’s share in Spanish mar-
ket being DIrs 860 million.

Spain and Iran have also
agreed to cooperate in ex-
changing automobile spare
parts. The agreement, came at
the end of the visit of the Ira-

nian delegation, was reached
between IDRO and managers
of Spanish Peugeot factory.

The delegation, which
aso comprised IDRO man-
aging director, inspected the
production line of Peugeot
205, 206 and other parts of
the plant.

Speaking to IRNA, Tor-
kan said that Iranian side,
Peugeot and Citeroen PS|
agreed to start cooperation on
exchanging spare parts from
July.

Saying that the agreement
is of key significance, Torkan
said that it will pave the way
for Iran's presence in the
world market. At initial stag-
es the volume of the ex-
change is expected to be
about DlIrs 500 million a

Iran’s EC system achievemen

s hailed

TEHRAN - Iran has taken
fundamental steps in the area
of Electronic Commerce (EC)
and its gap with developed
statesis narrowing gradullay,
said Deputy Commerce Min-
ister Mohammad Na-
havandian.

Talking to reporters at the
end of the Electronic Data In-
terchange for Administration,
Commerce and Transport
(EDIFACT) session, Na
havandian said that Iran does
not need much investment in
EC sector but has to upgrade
its technical know-how.

He said that Iran will be
able to get closer to the econ-
omy of developed countries,
if it utilizes its EC infra
structures and if it tailors its

methods to suit its tech-
nology.
He added that participants

a the EDIFACT session
agreed on forming 12 groups
for restructuring the Asian or-
ganizations Nahavandian
caled for intensified efforts
to promote EC throughout
Asiaand the Pacific.

He said Asiamust gain its
status in world trade in the
21th century.

Indian representative to

the session T.A. Khan hailed
Iran's  paperless trade and
said that India is linked to
other countries through
Iran’s Internet and EC sys
tems.

Sri Lankan representative
Samara Nayake said that so-
phisticated  equipment ap-
plied by Iran will help im-
prove trade.

He said that the ASEB
(Asia EDIFACT Board) has
been changed to AFACT
(Asian Council for Facilita-
tion of procedures and prac-
tices in Administration, Com-
merce and Transport) to
become compatible with
world’ s technology.

In another development,
Tehran hosted the Inter-
national 98 EDICOM (Elec-
tonic Data Interchange Com-
merce) scientific conference
which was inaugurated by
Commerce  Mminister Mo-
hammad Shariatmadar in
presence of the repre-
sentatives of 16 countries.

The conference aimed to
survey scientific methods of
expanding Electronic Com-
merce (EC).

Shariatmadar said that ex-
port value of the information

technology related products
worldwide has reached more
than DIrs 500 billion annual-
ly, a figure which is compar-
able with the revenue gained
out of agricultural products
exports worldwide.

He emphasized using
methods for facilitation of
trade and said through the
said methods, more than Dlrs
100 hillion would be saved
annually in  trade ex-
penditures.

He said gaining ef-
ficiency in trade requires dis-
semination of information in
the area of commerce and fa-
cilitating trade.

He stressed making use
of new methods of trade and
improving due structures.

Shariatmadar said that
Iran should take more ef-
fective steps in view of its
long-term  economic  ob-
jectives and its specia status
in the regional and global
trade.

Iran's share in global
trade is less than 0.4 percent,
said Shariatmadar, under-
lining the urgency of utilizing
new commercial methods and
raising the efficiency of trade

Positive steps have been

2,000 industrial units to become
operational soon

TEHRAN - Deputy In-
dustries Minister in charge of
Industrial Development Mos-
tafa Amin Mirza-Mohammadi
has said that 2,000 industrial
units, established at a total
cost of between RIs 3,000-
4000 billion, would start op-
eration by year end on March

20, 1999.
MirzaMohammadi told
IRNA that the units are re-

lated to foodstuff and ag-
ricultural  processing  in-

dustries, metal and non-metal
minerals, chemica and cel-
lulosic industries, power and
electronics, textiles and gar-

Steel output to rise

TEHRAN - Dirs 1.3 bil-
lion is to be invested to raise
country’s annual sted pro-
duction capacity up to 12 mil-
lion tons, Managing Director
of Iran’s National Steel Com-
panyMostafa Mo’ azzenzadeh
has said. Mo azzenzadeh,

Charter planes
to transport
goods between
Cairo, Tehran

TEHRAN - Egypt and
Iran are currently holding
talks to facilitate charter
flights between Cairo and
Tehran as a prelude to resume
direct flights between the two
countries, an Egyptian news-
paper reported.

Quoting diplomatic sourc-
es in Cairo, Al-Shaab news-
paper said the charter flights
were aimed at transporting
Egyptian and Iranian products
either to the markets of the
two Muslim countries or as
transit trade, Egyptian goods
to the Central Asian markets
through Iran, and Iranian
goodsto African countries via
Egypt. The issue of charter
flights was raised during the
visit last month to Cairo by
an lranian trade delegation
within the framework of
boosting economic and trade
cooperation between Egypt
and the Islamic Republic.

A number of fairs are
planned to be held in the com-
ing months in Cairo and Teh-
ran to exhibit Egyptian and
Iranian goods, said the bi-
weekly paper, quoted by
IRNA.

who was speaking to a Jap-
anese 60-man delegation, said
that DIrs 800 million out of
the total has been provided
through inking contracts and
the remaining DIrs 400 mil-
lionisto be financed.

He said that the Iranian
company looks for ways to at-
tract the remaining Dirs 100
million for increasing steel
output. He put the country’s
present unprocessed steel pro-
duction capacity at more than
seven million tons. He added
that Isfahan steel mill and
Mobarakeh steel complex
yield 2.3 and 2.5 million tons
of sed each annualy.
Mo’ azzenzadeh said that an-
nual steel production capacity
of Khuzestan stands at 1.9
million tons. He also said that
Mobarakeh steel complex is
to raise its steel output up to
four million tons.

ments, and auto part and
equipment manufacturing
industries.

He said that 1,660 li-
censes were issued last year
for  establishment of in-
dustrial units, including a ce-
ment factory, a baby food
plant, a bicycle man-
ufacturing unit and ‘Khalij-e
Fars ship building plant,
with atotal investment of Ris
2,650 hillion. Once opera-
tional, the units will employ
30,000 people.

Some 42 percent of in-
vestments made in the in-
dustry sector went to the con-
sumer industries, 55 percent
to intermediate industries and
the remaining to capital in-
dustries, he added.

He said that DlIrs 500
million has been allocated
this year to expansion of car
parts manufacturing units.

MirzaaMohammadi said
that the Industries Ministry
gives investment priorities
to manufacture of car parts,
electronic industries, mineral
and chemical industries,
downstream  petrochemical
industries and food pro-
cessing industries.

He sad that the In-
dustries Ministry is to a-
located Dlrs 135 million for
development of country’s in-
dustries.

Iran, ltaly Sign agreement
for agriculture cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and Italy Friday signed an agreement for

agriculture cooperation.

An Iranian delegation, headed by Deputy Agriculture Min-
ister Abbas Keshavarz is currently on an inspection tour of ag-

ricultural establishmentsin Italy.

The delegation paid a visit to Rome's agriculture research
center. Iran’s permanent envoy to the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQO), Nouri Naini, was also present

during the inspection tour.

The delegation was briefed on the operation of the institute
and its extensive research on fruits (ISF) and genetics.

The agreement was signed between the head of ISF and the
Iranian delegation on fruit studies.

The Iranian team is currenly in Rome to become familiar
with research and academic agricultural centers in Italy and to

sign agreementsin related fields.

taken over recent years to fa-
cilitate trade and raise ef-
ficiency in trade, said the
minister.

Establishment of data dis-
semination bases, operation
and expansion of info-
networks aimed at breaking
the monopoly of information
and operationing of the first
phase of Iran’s trade point
were among measures adopt-
ed by Iran to the end, enumer-
ated Shariatmadar.

Application of bar codes,
membership at the Asia ED-
IFACT (Electronic Data In-
terchange for Administration,
Commerce and Transport)
and participation in the educa-
tional classes have been in-
fluentia in paving the way
for use of electronic com-
merce , highlighted the Ira-
nian official.

Expediency
Council to
debate genera
oil, gas policy

TEHRAN - The Ex-
pediency Council pre-
sided over by Ayatollah
Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani held a meeting on
Saturday in the presence
of heads of the three
branches of the govern-
ment, executive, leg-

TEHRAN - In the last
weeks Egyptian-lranian re-
lations are witnessing a con-
tinuous opening on the path
to full restoration of ties be-
tween Caro and Tehran,
wrote Egyptian weekly mag-
azine Al-Ahram Al-Arabi in
its latest issue.

The state-run weekly said
the opening was embodied
very clearly during the visit
of the Managing Director of
islative and the judiciary, Iran’s Islamic  Republic
Secretary of the Council News Agency (IRNA) to Cai-
Mohsen Rezaei said. ro, Fereydoun Verdingad,

He said the council last week following an in-
discussed the long-term vitation by Makram Mo-
programming on energy hammad Ahmed, dean of
sector and approved a Egyptian journalists.
proposal on using the in- Makram told the Arab
ternational data banks in- weekly that Verdingjad's visit
cluding the Internet and was of “great importance”
sending items to the inter- for Cairo-Tehran ties, point-
national networks, IRNA ing to the role IRNA chief
reported. _ could play because of his po-

The proposal will be sition and his connections in-
side the Islamic Republic.
Egyptian diplomatic cir-

in Caro sad Ver-
dingjad’s visit and its positive
results on the media level is
considered asignificant stage
in ties between Tehran and
Cairo especialy because in
the past it was not easy for
Iranian media men to visit
Cairo, IRNA reported from
Athens.

The visit was not re
stricted to media cooperation
but included political dis
cussions with Foreign Min-
ister Amr Moussa, Pres
idential Advisor Usama al-
Baza and Arab League Chief
Esmat Abdul Maguid, it
said.

Verdingad told  Al-
Ahram Al-Arabi that he no-
ticed an enthusiasm on the
part of Egyptian officials for
cooperation with Iran and he
found in them “an open heart
and outstretched arms for
their brothers in Iran.”

submitted to the Leader of

the Idamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei cles
and, if approved, it will
be communicated to the
heads of the three branch-
es of the government to
take effect, Rezaei said.

He said the council
also discussed the govern-
ment’s general policy of
dealing with the funda
mental requirements of
the country.

Rezael quoted Raf-
sanjani as saying that giv-
en the large oil and gas
reserves in northern and
southern parts of the
country, Iran can turn into
an energy center on the
international scene.

The Expediency
Council is scheduled to
debate Iran’s genera pol-
icy on oil and gas and of-
fer aproposal to the Lead-
er for consideration,
Rezaei said.

Verdict on Karbaschi to
be issued within 10 days

TEHRAN

Mohseni

IRNA reported.

The judge said he has planned to announce
the verdict on the case at a press conference.

Asked whether Karbaschi’s services could
said “Yes. The de-

affect the verdict, Eje'i
fendant’'s  ser-
vices would be
taken into con-
sideration.”
Answering

another  ques-
tion on whether
Karbaschi’'s

case would re-
main open or it
would be
closed when the
verdict is is
sued, Eje'i said
aruling will be
issued on the
case and if oth-
e complaints
are lodged with
the court, they
would be ex-

- The verdict on Karbaschi
will be issued within the next ten days, judge
Eje'i told a press conference at the
end of the final court hearing on Saturday.

He said seven to ten days after the de-
fendant Gholam-Hossein Karbaschi and his
lawyers gave their fina defence and docu-
ments to the court, the verdict will be issued,

Khomeini judicial complex in the presence of
Karbaschi’ s defending lawyers.

The open session was also attended by
scores of Iranian and foreign reporters.

In the previous session, Karbaschi de-
fended himself against charges on illegal sei-
zure of Rls 1.064 billion and complicity in
government transactions.

Eje’'i on Thursday proposed that the court
hear the fina defence of the defendant in the
afternoon session but Karbaschi asked the
judge to adjourn the session till Saturday on
the grounds that he will need three to four
hours to present
his defence.

The judge
agreed with
Karbaschi's re-
quest and an-
nounced  that
the closing ses-
sion of the trial
will be held on
Saturday.

He also said
that due to the
complaints filed
by lega and
corporate  en-
tities and with
regard to the
case pertaining
to Ahmad Reza
Khademi whom

amined.

A reporter asked the judge if another de-
fendant Ahmad-Reza Khademi (an aide to
mayor at municipality) would be summoned to
the court, Eje'i said Khademi has already been

summoned to the court.

“We don't have access to Khademi, we re-
quest Mr. Karbaschi if he has access to him,
to notify the warrant issued by the court to

him,” the judge said.

The seventh session of tria of the sus-
pended mayor of Tehran on complicity in
graft changes opened here Saturday to hear his

final defense.

The session, presided over by judge Ghol- Ali
am-Hossein Mohseni Eje'i, was held at Imam

he said has di-
rect link with Karbaschi, the case will remain
open. Karbaschi is charged by branch 1,402 of
the public court of Tehran with complicity in
embezzlement of RIs 14.53 hillion plus DIrs
90,000 aswell as 60 full size and 80 half size
gold coains, receiving bribes, mismanagement
of public funds, illegitimate ownership of pub-
lic properties and fraud.

In the first session of the hearing, Kar-
baschi rejected all charges as baseless.

The suspended mayor was arrested on
April 4 and was released 11 days later after the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Khamenei intervened at the request of
President Mohammad K hatami.

[ranian team attends robocup contest in France

TEHRAN - An eight-man Iranian robot soccer team attended the robocup held in Paris for
ten days on the sidelines of the world soccer cup contest.

Two teams from German UIm and Tuebingen universities and a team from Japanese Osa-
ka University won the first through third titles at the contest.

The Iranian team, composed of the university graduates and students in the fields of air
space mechanics and computer and a female student in mathematics from Iran’s Sharif In-
dustrial  University, succeeded in designing the robot soccer players within a short span of
time after watching films of former contests. Talking to IRNA in Paris, Amir-Ali Forouq Nas-
iraie, who designed the robots along with Reza Qorbani, said the features of the Iran made ro-
bots had aroused curiosity of Japanese, who are initiators and manufacturers of the robots.

Qorbani told IRNA that presence of Iran in the said contests, especially presence of the
Iranian female student, was interesting for all the supervisors and fans, who had unsound at-
titudes towards Iran, and introduced scientific and cultural realities of Iran.

A university instructor and head of the team Dr. Jam Azad told IRNA that each team is
represented at the contest by five robots and two to three reserve robot players.

Each robot takes RIs 15 million in credit to be built, said Jamazad, adding that the sum is
beside the cost endured for transportation cost, which is usually paid by the university and

partly by the robot world cup.

Besides Iran and the host country, France, teams from Japan, Australia, Germany, Por-
tugal, Colombia, Italy and the U.S. had taken part. The next rounds of the contest are to be
held in Stockholm, Sweden, in next summer and in Australiain 2001.

Verdingad said he dis
cussed with the head of the
Egyptian News  Agency
MENA, Mahfouz Ansari, and
other media officias the pros-
pects of opening an IRNA bu-
reau in Cairo and a MENA
office in Tehran as soon as
possible.

The Egyptian weekly
quoted head of Iran’s Inter-
ests Section in  Cairo, Akbar
Qasimi, saying the visit of the
media delegation crowned
the results achieved by an Ira-
nian trade delegation to Egypt
recently.

The head of Iran’s Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries
and Mines Alinagi Kha
moushi led a delegation to

Iranian teens expected in U.S
good will cup wrestling contest

TEHRAN - Iran is to take part in the teenagers good will cup free-style
wrestling contest, to be held in the United States.

Four teams are to compete in the said contests, which are to be held in Ne-
vada, Las Vegas, from August 7-10.

Some 32 countries have so far announced readiness to attend the tourna-
ment. Besides Iran youth team, four adult wrestlers are also to take part in the
contests which are to be held in New Y ork from July 24-25.

In addition to Iran and the host country, teams from Russia and Turkey are
also to take part in the event.

The first through fourth winners are to be offered DIrs 20,000, DIrs 15,000,
DIrs 10,000 and DIrs 5,000 respectively.

Cairo-Tehran ties on path of
complete normalization

Cairo mid-June in response to
a visit by the Egyptian trade
delegation to Tehran in
March.

Developments in Egyp-
tian-Iranian ties have encour-
aged public and private or-
ganizations and companies in
Egypt to open a new era in
ties with Iran, said the mag-
azine.

A group of Egyptian busi-
nessmen are to import Iranian
products especialy from the
automobile sector, while trav-
e agents in Caro have al-
ready put Iran on their mar-
keting map abroad.

Some Iranian firms are
doing the same concerning
Egypt, added the weekly.

members were reviewed.

problems.

ings and exhibitions, he said.

cluded.

ECO members discuss
trade problems

BANDAR ANZALI - The 8th session of the heads of
executive committee of chambers of commerce of Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) discuss the existing trade
and commercia problems facing the member states, here Fri-
day Heads and officials of chambers of commerce of Iran,
Pakistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan at-
tending the meeting in which transit and transport of goods
as well as different ways to remove the transit and customs
problems impeding expansion of cooperation among ECO

Meanwhile, the Secretary General of ECO Chamber of
Commerce, Hamid Reza Karbasi told IRNA that the par-
ticipants decided to carry out Almaty approvals which will
help boost regional trade and remove transit and customs

Karbasi stressed that regiona industrial development
will be materialized through determination of industrial pol-
icies and exchange of the policies among member states.

The meeting also decided that 50 percent air fare dis-
count will be given by Iran, Turkey and Pakistan to the busi-
nessmen participating in ECO Chamber of Commerce meet-

It was also decided that the 2nd ECO trade and industrial
exhibition will be held in Pakistan next year which will also
be attended by the Islamic Development Bank, Karbasi con-

|ran passes UNICEF test on birth registration

TEHRAN - Iran Wednes-
day was placed top of a
UNICEF league table on birth
registrations with a score of
over 90 percent, but other
countries in the Middle East
and elsewhere were not rated
so highly. In its annua
progress of nations report, the
U.N. Children's Fund high-
lighted the disparity between
countries on the improvement
in the status of children,
warning that one in three
were at risk by not being reg-
istered at birth, IRNA re-
ported from London.

Lack of registration, it
said, left an estimated 40 mil-

Masswedaings on
Prophet Mohammad's
(PBUH) birth
anniversary

TEHRAN - Some 4,750
young couples tied the knot
in mass wedding ceremonies
on the birth anniversary of
Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him) Sunday.

The mass weddings, fi-
nanced by Imam Khomeini
Relief Committee and a
group of benevolent people,
took place in nine provinces
namely West Azarbaijan, Is-
fahan, Bushehr, Cha-
harmahal-Bakhtiari, Khor-
asan, Fars, Kohkilouyeh-
Boyerahmad, Hamedan and
Y azd, IRNA reported.

Imam Khomeini Relief
Committee has so far fi-
nanced the weddings of
130,000 young couples. The
committee provides young
couples with basic necessities
to start their joint lives.

The birth anniversary of
the last of God's prophets
(PBUH) is observed ac-
cording to the lunar Islamic
calendar which this year fals
on July 12.

lion babies born each year
“without an official name or
nationality.” Its information
included 22 nations that pro-
vided no details at al on birth
registrations.

UNICEF Executive Di-
rector, Carol Bellamy told a
press conference in London
Wednesday that the lack of a
valid birth certificate was one
of the major unreported sto-
ries of our time.

“Whether seeking health
care oOr immunisation, en-
tering school or proving one
is too young for military ser-
vice or to work in hazardous
industries, a birth certificate
was a necessity,” she said.

Iran was one of 11 Mid-
dle East countries ranked first
with a score of 90 percent or
more birth registration, ahead
of such countries like Tur-
key, where the rate was be-
tween 70 and 89 percent, and
Oman, where there is no sys-
tem and Iraq and Saudi Ara-
bia without data. Afghanistan
was also found to have no
birth  registration  system
aong with Ethiopia, Namibia
and Somaia The rate was
aso less than 90 percent in
Pakistan and less than 50 per-
cent in India.

UNICEF said that too few
developing nations take birth
registration seriously. A
certificate was a “child’s
proof of identity and repre-
sents the first acknowledge-
ment of his or her sig-
nificance to the country.”
Elsewhere Iran was also rated
highly in its table on measles
immunisation, ahead of Lib-
ya, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Syr-
laand Turkey and with bet-
ter percentages than even the
U.S. and the Zionist regime.

Iranian children’s 96 per-
cent enrolment at primary
school was aso the 10th
highest in the world outside
Europe and the third highest
in the Middle East.
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