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COMMERCIAL PERSONAL EFFECTS
COURIER, CAR SHIPMENTS
PACKING, INSURANCE
COLLECTIONS, DOCUMENTATION

CALL FOR THE BEST RATESAND SERVICE TO
THE MIDDLE EAST.

TEL: 0181 - 818 0055
FAX: 0181 - 818 0066

UNIT 2, RIVER GARDENS BUSINESS CENTRE, SPUR ROAD,
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
(818) 501 - 1028
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Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries
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Omani officersto visit Iran

TEHRAN- A group of high ranking officers comprising 31 officers from

Oman’s college of army and from other Persian Gulf states are on their way | N
for aone-week visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The aim of the visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran by Omani officersis
to pave the way for the exchange of mutual visits of the army officials of the
two countries aimed at expanding relations between the two regional na-

tions.

The Omani officers during their stay in Iran would meet with the Iranian
army officials, besides visiting military installationsin different parts of the

Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Parliament

~ Islamic world
IN need of unity

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Khamenei here Sun-
day underlined the the sig-
nificance of Islamic unity
and said, “today, the Islamic
world is in need of unity
more than any other time for
the revival of the teachings
of the holy Prophet of Islam
(peace be upon him) in order
to save Muslims and to help
them resolve the problems of
the Muslim world.”

On the occasion of the
birth anniversary of Proph-
et Mohammad (pbuh), the
Leader Sunday received top
Iranian  officials, foreign
guests participating in the
11th Islamic unity confer-
ence and the prominent Qu-
ranic reciters from the ar-
mies of the Islamic
countries.

President  Mohammad
Khatami, head of the Judici-
ary Ayatollah Mohammad
Yazdi and Magjlis Spesker
Ali Akbar Nateg Nouri were
among the participants,
IRNA reported.

“Monotheism as a norm
for leading an appropriate
life teaches Muslims how to
conduct themselves before
friends and foes in a social
system so that they will be
able to keep away from all
satanic designs and be under
the protection of Almighty
God,” Ayatollah Khamenei
said

The Leader added, “the
Iranian Muslims clearly per-
ceived the concept of mon-
otheism, unchaining them-
selves from the bondage of
American and arrogant dic-
tates.”

“The presence of the Zi-
onists regime in the heart of
the Muslim nations should
make the Muslim become
aware of this fact that they
need to form a common,
united front against the
usurper enemy of Islam,”
stated the Leader.

Ayatollah Khamenei
added “the interference of
the arrogance and  the sup-
port of the United States for
the Zionist regime prac-
ticing international state ter-
rorism has helped that re-
gime continue to survive
and become the means for
sowing dissension among
the Muslim nations,” IRNA
quoted the L eader as saying.

Referring to judaization
of Beit ul-Mogaddas
through expansion of the
new Jewish settlements, Ay-
atollah Khamenei said “a
greater catastrophe has been
initiated by the Zionist entity
with the support of the Unit-
ed States administration in
order to usurp the holy site,
the first gebla of Muslims.”

“We consider the United
States a collaborator and
guilty party in this new sa
tanic plot for having in-
stigated the Zionists to make
such a move,” the Leader
pointed out.

Elaborating on the rea-
son behind the U.S. enmity
with the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Ayatollah Khamenel
said “the United States wants
Iran to distance itself from
the Idamic ideals and quit
supporting the Palestinians
in their righteous resistance
against the Zionists.”

“The Islamic Republic of

|ran, Greece review economic
tiesin Athenstalks

TEHRAN - Deputy For-
eign Minister for Economic
Affairs Mahmoud Veezi ar-
rived in Athens Sunday eve-
ning for talks with Greek
government officials to pro-
mote bilateral economic re-
lations between Greece and
the Islamic Republic.

Speaking to IRNA at
Athens airport shortly after
hisarrival, Vaezi said he will
meet a number of Greek
ministers and officials to dis-
cuss the current and future
Greek-Iranian relations.

Vaezi is expected to
meet among others, Econ-
omy Minister Yiannos Pa
pantoniou and Foreign Min-
ister Theodoros Pangalos
during his 3-day visit.

He said his talks were
also aimed at preparing the
ground for the third meeting
of thejoint Greek-Iranian ec-
onomic commission which is
to convene later this week in

Athens.

Vaezi said outstanding
financial problems of Greek
companies that carried out
construction works in the
pre-lIslamic Revolution pe-
riod in Iran will aso be dis-
cussed during his talks with
Greek officials.

He added that sorting out
of this issue would contrib-
ute in further promoting
Greek-lranian economic and
commercia cooperation.

Greek Economic Under-
secretary Alekos Baltas who
received the Iranian deputy
minister at the airport, de-
scribed Greek-lranian ties
as“very good”.

“Qur ties are very good
since historic times. We do
not have any problems with
our Iranian friends. We are
looking forward for con-
structive talks with the Ira-
nian side,” Baltas said.
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Iran has aways been and
will ever remain an ardent
follower of Islamic idedls,
protector of its values, and
promoter of its teachings be-
sides maintaining its strong
support  for the Palestinian
cause and Idamic unity,”
stated the Leader.

Referring to the recent
apparent softened stance of
the United States in regard
to the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the Leader believed “it
is a norma poalitical hypo-
critical ploy of the United
States which has been based
upon its miscalculated anal-
ysis of Iran’s internal polit-
ical environment.”

“It should be known that
despite al the endeavors of
some elements to generate
dissension among the um-
mah, we thank Almighty
God that the nation, govern-
ment, the officials and the
people of all strata are unit-
ed in their ideals for making
the Islamic Revolution suc-
cessful by following the line
of the father of the Islamic
Revolution and founder of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
the late Imam Khomeini,”
the Leader highlighted

Prior to the Leader's
speech, President Mo-
hammad Khatami delivered
a short speech felicitating
the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, the nation and
the Mudlim around the
world on the auspicious
occasion of the birth an-
niversary of Prophets Mo-
hammad (pbuh).

President Khatami alert-
ed the Muslims of the most
notorious enemy of the um-
mah, the Zionist regime
which not only en-
dangers, but also threatens
the existence, dignity, honor
and respect of Islamic
world.

The chief executive de-
sired the Muslim govern-
ments to concentrate  all
their efforts possible to neu-
tralized the ugly satanic con-
spiracy of the Zionist re-
gime in trying to judaize
the holy city of Beit ul-
Mogaddas, the report added.

Annual

to approve foreign
Investment bil|

TEHRAN - A comprehensive draft of set rules and
regulations for foreign investmentsin Iran is waiting for
approval by the parliament, said Iran’s Chamber of
Commerce, Industry and Mines Chairman Alinagi Kha-

moushi.

“These rules and regulations for foreign investment
are necessary without which we cannot attract foreign
investors,” Khamoushi said, in a recent interview with

Tehran Times.

A 60-person top-level Japanese delegatio, recently
visited Tehran and discussed various issues with Iranian

officials including

clear-cut situation of foreign in-

vestorsin terms of taking their profit back to their coun-

triesin hard currency.

Referring to the history of industrial relations be-
tween Iran and Japan, Khamoushi hoped that the visit
of the Japanese delegation would pave the way for fur-
ther cooperation in small and medium industries.

If any cooperation between Iran and Japan is started,
the ICCIM will provide facilities for reaching the goals
from the beginning of the projects till the time of opera-

tion, Khamoushi maintained.

The five-day visit was organized by Japan's Ec-
onomic Organization (Keidanren) which is composed of
1,000 companiesand 122 trade unions.

This was the first high-level Japanese delegation to

visit Iran since 1990.

Rafsanjani:

Defense minister:

Khatami’s special envoy iIn
Malaysiafor talks

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami’s special envoy Mohsen
Amin-zadeh arrived in Kuala Lumpur from Mrunei Monday.

Amin-zadeh was received by Malaysian Foreign Ministry officials.

During his stay in the Malaysian capital, Amin-zadeh, who is also deputy
foreign minister for Asia-Pacific affairs, is to hold discussions with Ma-
laysian officials.

While in Brunei, he handed over Khatami’ s message to the sultan of Bru-

Iran determined to expand
relations with regional countries

TEHRAN - Defense
Minister Ali Shamkhani told
Qatari daily, Al-Ettehad on
Sunday that “the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is de
termined to bolster its re-
lations with the countries of
the region.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran respects the nation and
government of the United
Arab  Emirates (UAE),”
Shamkhani  told the daily
quoted by IRNA.

The minister added that
“due to historical, economic
and business reasons, UAE
isvital to Iran.”

“Contacts and direct ex-
change of visits are of great
significance for closing up
the gap in views held in or-
der to find practical ways to
resolve the outstanding is
sues,” Shamkhani stated.

The defense minister
once more stressed that “nei-
ther does the Islamic Re-
public of Iran have covetous
eye upon its neighbors nor
plan to transgress the ter-

Unity, aprerequisite
to preserve Mudim interests

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Expediency Council Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani here
Sunday congratulating the
ummah on the occasion of
the hirth anniversary of
Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him) and the sixth
Imam of his household
Jafar Sadeq (as), sad
“considering the  ever-
escalating propaganda
against Islam, the need for
Islamic unity can be felt
more than any other time.”

Addressing Sunni ulema
from Sistan-Baluchestan
Province here for attending
the 11th international 1slam-
ic unity conference, Raf-
sanjani called differences in
opinion among different
schools of the Islamic
thought as ‘natural’ and un-
derlined the need to further
strengthening of unity and
solidarity among the Muslim

energy

growth rate, 8.9 pc

TEHRAN - Minister of Energy Habibollah Bitaraf, said
that the growth index of Iran’s energy consumption stands at
8.9 percent which surpasses that of many countries.

Due to development of agricultural and industrial sectors,
energy consumption has exceeded the five percent predicted
in the Second Five-Year Development Plan (1995-1999), he

said.

At present the installed capacity of country’s power sta-
tions stands at 25,000 megawatt electricity, he said. To meet
the shortage hydro-electric, steam and combined cycle power
stations are under construction to produce 12,000 megawatts

of electricity, he added.

The minister said that the volume of investment in the sec-
tor does not respond the current growth in electricity con-
sumption and should rise at least by 1.5 times.

Bitaraf said that at present the Iranian electricity network
is connected to Turkey, Azerbaijan and Armenia.

A project is to be implemented in a near future to connect
Iran to Turkmenistan, concluded the minister.

Rice production to reach
1.7m tons this year

TEHRAN - Rice production is expected to surpass the
1,700,000-ton target set for the Second Five-Year Economic
Development Plan (1995-1999). The output is to reach
1,750,000 tons this year, showing a 10 percent increase com-

pared to last year' s figure.

Deputy head of the Research, Rducation and Development
Organization, affiliated to the Agriculture Ministry, Jamil
Alizadeh Shayeq said that the country’s rice output was less

than 1,700,000 tons last year.

Shayeq said that 500,000 tons of rice would be imported
this year, showing a decrease of 250,000 tons compared to the
amount of rice imported last year.

Tehran-1sfahan electric
rallway underway

TEHRAN - Deputy Min-
ister of Roads and Trans-
portation  for engineering
and development projects
Sadeq Afshar said an ex-
press electric railway con-
necting Terhan with Qom
and Isfahan is under con-
struction.

The rialway distance be-
tween Tehran and Qom is
142 kilometers and building
opertions are to start in a
near future. The capital  in-
vestment for the project is
1,080 hillion rials plus an ad-
ditional DIrs 147 million.
The travel time from the Ira-
nian capital to Isfahan with
express electric trains that

run at about 250 km per hour
will be between 2.30 and 3
three hours.

Asfshar who was speak-
ing in the presence of mem-
bers of Japanese industries
federation said that airports
are aso being built in such
towns as Sarakhs, Saravan,
Gorgan, Abadeh, Khoy,
Sabzevar, Semnan, Shah-
roud, Kashan, Makou, Fassa,
Gonabad and Khalkhal with
the capital investment of the
private sector. He also added
that the International Imam
Khomeini Airport, south of
Terhan, is also being built on
the basis of finance credits
and buyback arrangements.

ummah, IRNA reported.

The Expediency Council
chief specified that unity isa
means for focusing a joint
and an dl-out attempt in or-
der to preserve the interests
of the Islamic world based
upon the commonalities and
overlooking the negligible
differences.

Referring to appropriate
attempts made by the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran aimed at
helping oppressed Muslim
peoples around the world, he
highlighted that the Islamic
sovereignty in its view de-
sires to see the dignity and
honor of the Muslim ummah
through materialization of

Housing
41

TEHRAN - Permits were
granted for construction of
130,510 buildingsin urban ar-
eas of the country in the Ira-
nian year 1376 (March 21,
1997- March 20, 1998),
showing a decrease of 6.4
percent compared to the pre-
ceding year.

Statistics published by the
Central Bank of iran show
that 6.3 percent of the per-
mits were granted in Tehran,
30.2 percent in other met-
ropolitan cities and 63.5 per-
cent in other towns.

The total buildings area
amounted to about 36.6 mil-
lion sq. meters, 13.4 percent
less than the pervious year of
1375, the report added.

Of the tota buildings,
20.5 percent was in Tehran,
32 percent in metropolitan
cities and the remaining 47.5
percent in other urban aress.

The average building was
278 sg. meters, down by 7.6
percent compared to the year
1375.

Over 236,000 houses are
predicted to be constructed in
those buildings, down by 10.3
percent compared to the pre-
ceding year.

The report indicates that
in Tehran permits were grant-
ed by the 20 district mu-
nicipalities for construction of
8,209 buildings on 7.4 mil-
lion sq. meter plots of land.
This shows a decrease of 41.2
percent in number and 39.2
percent in building area.

The average buildings
was 907 sg. meters, up by 3.4
percent compared to 1375.

Of the tota building per-
mits in 1376, some 824 per-
mits were granted for con-
struction of single storey
buildings, 648 for two-storey
and 6,737 for three-storey and
multi-storey buildings.

This registers drops of
26.6 percent, 37 percent and
43 percent respectively com-
pared to 1375.

Therefore, of the tota
building permits granted in
Tehran, 10 percent were al-
located to single storey build-
ings, 7.9 percent to two-
storey buildings and 82.1 per-
cent to three-storey and multi-
storey buildings.

In the same year, mu-
nicipalities in metropolitan
cities granted permits for
construction of 39,384 build-

the unity and solidarity be-
tween Shi'ite and Sunni
Muslim brothers.

Rafsanjani  referred to
the existing Muslim unity in
the Islamic Republic of Iran
and regarded it as an ex-
ample for other Muslims
throughout the world.

At the end of his speech
the chairman of the Ex-
pediency Council referred to
the loyalty of the lIranian
Sunni brothers to the Is
lamic sovereignty, saying
“our Sunni brothersliving in
the border areas have been
regarded as the bravest and
most reliable frontier keep-

constructi

ritoria integrity of the neigh-
boring nations nor intends to
threaten any country.”

Referring to the mutual
confidence building relations
between the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council,
PGCC, Shamkhani stated
that “such a measure would
have direct influence on the
stability and tranquility of
theregion.”

The defense minister
caled for inking of regiona
defense pact and joint mil-
itary war games with PGCC
countries adding, “such a

pact would eliminate al the
fears about Iran instilled by
the United States and the Zi-
onist entity to frighten the
nations of the region.”

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran will not let the Arab na-
tions stand lone-handed in
their encounter with the
threats of Zionist regime and
that Iran is trying to create
Iran-Arab common  stance
with regard to ominous
threat of the Zionist regime,”
Shamkhani  told the Qatari
daily.

Austrian ambassador : :
EU delegation’s
visit significant

TEHRAN - A high pow-
ered delegation from Eu-
ropean Union (EV) is due to
arrive here next week to en-
ter into a “critica dialog”
with the Iranian officials.
this will be a “significant
visit with far reaching ram-
ifications’, a European dip-
lomat told Tehran Times
Monday.

Austrian Ambassador to
Iran Helmut Vernereiq said,
“it will be the first round of a
new and comprehensive di-
alog between Iran and the
EU starting from July 18.”

Austriais currently hold-
ing rotating presidency of
the EU and its Vice-Foreign
Minister Albert Rohan will
leed EU troika delegation
that will include officias
from United Kingdom and
Germany, past and future
president of the EU.

“It was redly un-
fortunate that EU and Iran
did not have a didog for
such a long period of time,”
Ambassador vernereriq told
the daily.

“I'm realy happy that
these contacts are being re-

on down

pc in Tehran

ings with a total building ar-
eas of 11.6 million sg. me-
ters, down by 9.3 percent in
number and 14.1 percent in
building area.

The average building was
295 sq. meters, down by 5.1
percent compared to 1375.

About 75,000 houses
were predicted to be con-
structed in those buildings,
showing a decline of 4.8 per-
cent compared to the pre-
vious year.

The municipalitiesin oth-
er urban cities granted per-

Eliasson:

mits  for construction of
82,917 buildings with a tota
building area of 17.2 million
0. meters. This shows an in-
crease of 1.1 percent in num-
ber and 6.7 percent in build-
ing area.

The average building was
208 sg. meters, up by 5.6 per-
cent compared to the pre-
ceding year.

Some 110,000 houses are
to be constructed in other ur-
ban areas which registers an
increase of about 11.8 per-
cent compared to 1375.

newed when Austria is hold-
ing presidency of the EU,”
Vernereriq said.

Iran is the world's third
largest oil exporter to the EU
after Saudi Arabia and Nor-
way and supplies about 10
percent of Europe's re
quirements.

Originadly the EU had
decided to start a critical di-
aogue with Iran in De
cember 1992 because of sig-
nificance and importance of
the Islamic Republic in the
region.

EU ambassadors with the
only exception of Greek en-
voy were recalled from Teh-
ran in April 1997, but they
returned after seven months.

In late April EU foreign
ministers decided to renew
contacts with Iran in order
“to protect the strong trading
partner.

An EU statement from
the then presidency held by
the Netherlands said on No-
vember 14, 1997 that time
has come to resolve the
problems with Iran after the
election of President Mo-
hammad  Khatami  and
stressed that renewed con-
tacts were in the “interest of
both parties.”

“Since then”, an expert
on EU-Iran affairs said, “Eu-
rope is keen to boost its with
the Khatami government and
has supported the move for
investment in the oil and gas
sectors of Iran.”

“Most significantly, Eu-
ropean support for a gas deal
between Iran and Tota in
defiance of the so- caled
U.S. restrictions helped Iran
to reach a compromise for
the retun of EU am-
bassadors to Tehran,” he
said.

Austria joined the EU in
Jan. 1, 1995 along with Fin-
land and Sweden.

Iran plays important role
In region, world

TEHRAN - Sweden’'s
State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Jan Eliasson who
paid a two-day official visit
to Tehran to discuss the two
countries’ relations as well
as Iran-EU ties, told Iran
News that he was “greatly
attached to the people of
Iran” and sounded very pos-
itive about future coop-
eration between Tehran and
Stockholm.

On the reason for the
visit of high-ranking Eu-
ropean officials to Iran, he
said it was mainly due to
the development toward
openness inside Iran’s so-
ciety toward the outside,
which is highly appreciated
by the EU, including my
own country.

Iran has a very im-
portant role to play, not
only in this region, but also
on an international level, he
said. “Therefore, it is im-
portant to develop fruitful
dialog with Iran.”

Eliasson stressed that
it's about time that EU and
Iran, leave their old prob-
lems behind and concentrat-
ed on identifying common
grounds between them and
try to respect each other’s
basic values.

There are  roughly
70,000 Iranians residing in
Sweden most of whom are
performing very important
tasks and doing a good job.
Many of them are mer-

chants and have contributed
to ‘people to people’ ex-
change, The Swedish of-
ficial stated.

He said his visit sym-
bolizes the desire of the
Swedish side to keep re-
lations with Iran. “We dis-
cussed a number of areas
where we could intensify
our cooperation in the ec-
onomic sphere. | discussed
with the (Iranian) minister
of industry and other of-
ficials to continue our coop-
eration. We are also hoping
to lower the premiums for
credit guarantees to Iran.
We want to increase Iran’s
cultural exchange contacts
with Swedish institutes. We

also definitely want to in-
crease our environmental
cooperation. | think that
this goes for not only Swe-
den but also the European
Union as well as Iran,
where there are multiple en-
vironmental problems.”

Regretting a drop in
Sweden’s exports to lran.
he said those figures should
be brought up. “There's a
great and speeded interest
in Iranian commerce and
we are considering some
type of manifestation. cred-
it guarantees have gone
down and that is very im-
portant for the flow of in-
dustrial activities.”
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