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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
(818) 501 - 1028
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|ran-Pakistan joint efforts
on Afghanistan fruitful

TEHRAN - Pakistani Foreign Ministry spokesman Tareq Altaf in Is
lamabad on Saturday termed as successful Tehran-Islamabad recent diplomat-

ic initiative for peace in Afghanistan. The spokesman was referring to the visit | N

of Iran-Pakistan joint delegation to Qandihar and Mazar-i Sharon June 30-July
1 to promote peace talks amongst Afghan warring sides, IRNA reported from
Islamabad. Stating that the results of the mission was evaluated during the re-
cent Tehran visit of Pakistan’s Iftekhar Murshid, Altaf said that  the two coun-
tries agreed to compile a report on the results of the initiative for presentation
a the meet of the 6+2 group scheduled for July 25. He added that repre-
sentatives of the two countries have aready informed the leaders of the Af-

ghan groups on the results of the joint diplomatic effort.
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Russia supports lranian stance

 Peaceful coexistence, basic
principle in Iran’sforeign policy

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami on Sat-
urday received a message
from Armenian President
Robert Kocharian.

Armenian Minister for
Executive Affairs Shahen
Karamanukyan handed over
the message to the president,
IRNA reported.

President Khatami said
Iran and Armenia enjoy
friendly relations.

He hailed the coexistence

between the Iranian Ar-
menians and the Mudim
population

He said the coexistence
not only in lran but aso on
international scene has been,
and will continue to be, one
of the basic foreign policies
of Iran.

Khatami denounced
domineering policiesin inter-
national relations and said
peace and coexistence would
be accessible when al na
tions respect one another and
one another’ s interests.

President Khatami said
the fate of the nations are in-
terlinked and situation in the
region needs peace and tran-
quility, because it is the first
pre-requisite  for develop-
ment and progress.

Khatami said, “there are
states which don’t like our
independence and progress,
but, the national might is de-

cisive for the countrieswith
long-standing history and
identity to reach welfare and
prosperity.”

He hoped that the newly-
independent states of the for-
mer Soviet Union would
build up their own countries
with their national identity.

There is no way but
friendship and brotherhood
among the regional nations,
Khatami said, adding that
foreign countries should not
be given any chance to inter-
fere in the region for their
own interests.

He called for peace be-
tween Armenia and Azer-
baijan.

Karamanukyan said the
Islamic Republic of Iran is
the most important trade
partner of Armenia and said
relations with Iran guar-
antees the national security
of Armenia

He said Armenia is will-
ing to develop economic re-
lations with Iran in energy,
gas and transport.

Meanwhile, the second
session of Tehran-Yerevan
joint economic commission
was inaugurated here on Sat-
urday in the presence of
Economy and Finance Min-
ister Hossein Namazi and
Karamanukyan.

In his inaugural speech,
Namazi stressed the need to

make use of the two coun-
tries’ potential for expansion
of bilateral relations.

Construction of a bridge
over Arasriver and establish-
ment of an representative of-
fices by Iran’s insurance or-
ganization and by Meéllat
Bank in Armenia have fa
cilitated improvement of bi-
lateral economic relations,
said Namazi, adding that Ar-
menia’s need for consumer
goods and its efforts to ben-
efit from Iran’s geographical
location and Iranian en-
gineers expertise for re-
construction of the country
would pave the way for fur-
ther expansion of bilateral re-
lations.

Karamanukyan said that
his country is interested in
further broadening its re-
lations with Iran.

Relations with Iran is of
strategic importance for Ar-
menia, something on which
officias of the republic have
alwayslaid stress, he said.

He  expressed dis
satisfaction with low volume
of mutual trade exchanges,
saying that Iran was the sec-
ond major trade partner of
Armenia in 1996, accounting
for 18 percent of Armenia’s
total foreign trade exchanges.

The figure, he regretted,
dropped to less than 9.5 per-
centin first half of the year.

Greece, Iran sign protocol
to upgrade tradeties

TEHRAN - Greece and Iran Friday took
one significant step forward to upgrade their
economic and trade ties by signing an ec-
onomic cooperation protocol .

The protocol was signed Friday evening
at the Greek Economy Ministry after the end
of the 3-day meeting of the joint Greek-
Iranian ministerial economic commission,
IRNA reported from Athens.

Iran’s Minister for Housing and Urban
Development Ali Abdol- Alizadeh signed
the protocol on behalf of the Islamic Republic
of Iran  while Economy Minister Yiannos
Papantoniou inked it for Greece.

Speaking to reporters after the signing
ceremony, Papantoniou expressed his happi-
ness over the results of the third meeting of
the commission.

“Many outstanding issues have been re-
solved and secondly a positive prospective
has been reached to develop economic coop-
eration between the two countries,” said the
Greek minister.

“This prospective underlines the excellent
relations between our two countries.”

Alizadeh noted that by signing the proto-
col “with our friend Greece, economic ties
between Athens and Tehran would now
grow.”

He added that he was very happy over his
visit to Greece and described his talks with
Greek ministers and officials as “very fruit-
ful.”  The protocol foresees cooperation be-
tween the two countries in the sectors of in-
dustry, agriculture, trade and commerce.

Papantonoiu noted that Greece imports
large quantities of oil from Iran and that there
was a great scope for Greek exports to the Is-
lamic Republic.

He called on Greek companies to seize
the opportunity of the reconstruction in Iran
and the normalization of the Iranian econ-
omy. Meanwhile, Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for Economic Affairs Mahmoud
Vaezi and Greek Economy Undersecretary
Alekos Baltas signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding to resolve outstanding financial
differences between Iran and Greek com-
panies that worked in Iran twenty years ago
during the period of the deposed Shah.

Meanwhile, the Greek Economy Ministry
said in a press release that annua trade ex-
changes between Greece and the Islamic re-

public of Iran have reached one hillion dol-
lars.

It said the trade exchanges were in favor
of Iran as Greece mainly buys crude oil from
the Islamic Republic.

Referring to the talks between Greek and
Iranian economic officials, the press release
said Iran has shown interest in buying high-
tech telecommunication products from
Greece.

On Friday, the Iranian minister for hous-
ing and urban development and Greek De-
velopment Minister Vasso Papandreou dis-
cussed ways to improve economic
cooperation between Greece and Iran.

Alizadeh told Papandreou that the con-
vening of the third meeting of the joint
Greek-Iranian economic commission in Ath-
ens was a proof of the success of Greek-
Iranian relations. He pointed out that the sign-
ing of the memorandum of understanding to
solve outstanding financial differences be-
tween Iran and Greek companies that were
engaged in construction projects in Iran be-
fore the Islamic Revolution has removed a
hurdle and opened the way for expansion of
bilateral economic and trade relations.

Papandreou , who is expected to visit
Tehran later this year, said Greece was ready
to expand economic and trade relations on the
bilateral as well as multilateral level with
Iran, Iranian diplomatic sourcestold IRNA.

She also expressed her support to the tri-
partite cooperation between Greece, Armenia
and Iran.

Having studied the rea-
sons behind depressed trade
exchanges with Iran, Ar-
menia has now come up with
some proposals to boost
commercia transactions
with Iran, he said.

“We have a new plan for
transportation, energy and
telecommunications, which
is important not only for Iran
and Armenia but also for the
entire region,” Ka
ramanukyan said, adding that
Armenia has high scientific
and technical potential which
can be used for mutual coop-

TEHRAN - The visiting
Russian First Deputy For-
eign Minister, Boris Pas
tukhov, here on Saturday
stated, “Russia supports Ira-
nian stance for just and equal
division of the Caspian sub-
sea resources, and further
hopes for an expeditious
agreement amongst regional
countries on the matter.”

Pastukhov made the
statement in a meeting with
Parliament Vice-Speaker
Hassan Rowhani, the report
by the parliament public re-
lations office added.

On Tehran-Moscow re-

|ranian athletes compete

In Spain

on Caspian Sea

lations, the Russian official
said “Moscow seeks to ex-
pand its ties with Iran and
hopes that such relations
would serve the interests of
both sides.”

The parliament vice-
speaker  stressed  Iranian
stance that the legal regime
of the Caspian Sea should be
determined  through col-
lective agreement of all five
littoral states, and that the
states should benefit equally
from the subsea resources.

Stating that the Caspian
Sea should be a venue for
peaceful cooperation

Iran, EU Troika start
comprehensive talks

TEHRAN - The first round of com-
prehensive talks between Iran and Eu-
ropean Union’s Troika delegation was
held here on Saturday afternoon at the Ira-

nian Foreign Ministry.

In his inaugura speech, Iran’s Deputy
Foreign Minister for Euro-American Af-
fairs Morteza Sarmadi expressed hope that
the negotiations between Iran and EU
Troika will be fruitful and constructive,

IRNA reported.

Hailing the constant endeavour of the
previous chairman of European Union for
arranging the current negotiations within a
new framework, he said that the previous
critical dialogue between Iran and EU
halted one and a half years ago, following

the 7th round of talks.

The main reasons for stop of the Iran-
EU criticadl dialogue were some short-
comings in the manner and content of the

dialogue, controversial misuse of the nego-
tiations by certain EU officials,
Iran’s offers and requests and misuse of the
talks as an pressure lever against Iran.

ignoring

Present in the negotiations are ten Ira-

nian diplomats
madi, the Foreign Ministry Director Gener-
a in charge of Western Europe Ali Ahani,
Foreign Ministry Director
charge of Political and International Affairs
Mohammad Reza Alborzi
Ministry Director General in charge of
Economic Affairs M. Taael.

including Morteza Sar-

Genera in

and Foreign

The EU Troika delegation consists of
11 officiasincluding three from Austria, as
the present EU chairman, three from Brit-
ain asthe previous EU chairman, two from

Germany as the future president of the un-

ion, two from the European Commission
and the head of the secretariat of the Eu-
ropean Council of Ministers.

Kyrgyzstan seexs access
to open seasvialran

TEHRAN- Kyrgyz Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Erlan
Abdeldaev held separate
meetings with ministers of
foreign affairs Kamal Khar-
razi and of post, telegraph
and telephone (PTT) Mo-
hammad-Reza Aref here on
Saturday.

Submitting the written
message of Kyrgyz Foreign
Minister Iman Aliev to
Kharrazi, inviting him to

an official visit to
Bishkek, Abdeldaev said
that his country is interested
in expanding its relations
with Tehran, IRNA re-
ported.

Abdeldaev said that bi-
lateral relations would fur-

| nformation minister:

Economic management more challenging
than absorbing investments

TEHRAN - Minister of Information Qorbanali Dorri Najafabadi on Sat-
urday stated that economic management presents a bigger challenge than
absorbing investments in the country. Dorri Najafabadi said that proper man-
agement, high efficiency and technical expertise are al integral parts of a
prudent economic investment program in the country, IRNA reported.

“The people and their officials should shape the economy in away that it
stays immune to any conspiracies like what took place in Indonesia and
South Korea,” the information minister said. He further stated that the bank-
ing system should be geared towards supporting government’s economic
policiesand in particular the manufacturing sector in the country.

NO 60 BRAZIL ST.

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH

NOTICE OF INTERNATIONAL GENERAL TENDER
NO 77-4-7

SUGAR CANE & BY-PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT CO.
AFFILIATED TO THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE IN-
TENDS TO PURCHASE ‘2 UNITS OF CRAWLER EXCAVATORS” FOR
DREDGING THE DRAINAGE CANALS OF
UNITS IN KHUZESTAN PROVINCE OF IRAN.
INTERESTED BIDDERS ARE INVITED TO REFER TO THE COM-
PANY’S TRANSACTIONS COMMISSION ALONG WITH THEIR LETTER
OF INTRODUCTION FOR ACQUIRING THE NEEDED INFORMATION
AND PURCHASING THE TENDER DOCUMENTS AT THE FOLLOWING
ADDRESS NOT LATER THAN 8/AUG/1998.

SUGAR CANE AND BY-PRODUCTSDEVELOPMENT CO.

OFF VANAK SQUARE, TEHRAN
TEL: 0098 - 21 - 8772307, 0098 - 21 - 8887780

ITS AGRO-INDUSTRIAL

ther expand once the private
and public companies in
both countries are provided
with more facilities.

Referring to the Afghan
crisis and its dangerous con-
sequences for the region,
Abdeldaev said that Iran has
made numerous efforts to
help solve Afghan crisis and
his country is ready to coop-
erate with Iran in order to
restore peace in Af-
ghanistan.

Kharrazi said that Iran’s
policy towards the Central
Asian republics is to help
improve their economy and
consolidate the foundations
of their independence.

He said that Tehran be-
lieves that the economic de-
velopments  of Central
Asian republics would guar-
antee their independence.

Iran and the Centra
Asian republics, including
Kyrgyzstan, shared many
historical, cultural and ec-
onomic commonalities,
kharrazi said, adding that if
the existing potential were
utilized properly, mutual
cooperation would benefit
regional states.

Kharrazi said that es
tablishment and expansion
of communication routes,
including roads and rail-
roads, by Iran would be ef-
fective in the economic de-
velopment of the region.

In another meeting, Ab-
deldaev told PTT Minister
Mohammad Reza Aref that
his country needs to coop-
erate with Iran in order to
get rid of the economic cri-
sis which has griped his
country over recent years.

Hailing the progress
made by Iran in the fields of
post and tele-
communication over recent
years, Abdeldaev said that
his country  would like to
use Iran’s air corridors and
ground routes for trans-
portation purposes.

Aref said for his part
that one of the fundamental
principles of Iranian for-
eign policy is to expand
cooperation with regional
states in the economic, so-
cial, cultural, scientific and
technical spheres. He added
that there are no obstacles

on the way of Iran-
Kyrgyzstan relations and as-
sured the Kyrgyz officia
that mutual cooperation in
the field of post and tele-
communication would con-
tinue unabated.

Iran is for expansion of
cooperation with Kyrgyz-
stan in the said field.

Iran is also ready to dis-
patch post and tele-
communications experts to
the republic to expand its
telecommunication net-
works, he concluded.

In the second round of
talks with his Iranian coun-
terpart Morteza Sarmadi lat-
er on Saturday, the Kyrgyz
deputy foreign minister
said, “expansion of ties with
Iran is high on Kyrgyz for-
eign policy agenda and
Bishkek is particularly in-
terested to cooperate with
Tehran in land and air trans-
portation.”

“Considering  Kyrgyz-
stan’s geographical loca-
tion, expansion of these ties
is of vita importance to
Bishkek which considers
the Islamic Republic of Iran
as the best route for ac-
cessing open seas,” he add-
ed. Expressing concern over
the situation in Afghanistan,
the Kyrgyz official said that
his government seeks regu-
lar consultations with Iran
over regional issues.

He further called for ex-
pansion of the two countries
cultural ties including coop-
eration in the movie in-
dustry. The lranian deputy
foreign minister touched on
the transit facilities offered
by the Islamic Republic,
adding that Tehran is ready
to make the facilities avail-

able to Bishkek.
Sarmadi welcomed reg-
ular  consultations  with

Bishkek to help expand the
two countries political, ec-
onomic and cultural coop-
eration. Iran is in favor of
consultations to help find a
peaceful solution to Afghan
crisis, he added. Sarmadi
further  stressed Iranian
stance that peace in Tajiki-
stan can be ensured through
implementation of all the
articles the Tajik peace ac-
cord.

ETTELAAT ON THE INTERNET
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amongst its littoral states,
Rowhani warned that any
differences amongst the
states would only benefit
their enemies.

On Tehran-Moscow ties,
Rowhani said that the lead-
ership on both sides are de-
termined to expand the two
countries ties. The Iranian
Parliament supports such a
trend, he added.

“Tehran and Moscow
can have close cooperation
on regional issues, a prime
example of which is their

cooperation over the issue
of Tajikistan,” Rowhani
said.

In conclusion, the Ira
nian parliamentarian called
for closer Iran-Russia coop-
eration on issues concerning
Centra Asia, Persian Gulf
and the Middle East.

In a separate meeting
with Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Euro-American Af-
fairs, Morteza Sarmadi here
Saturday, Pastukhov  said
despite  recent  Russia-
Kazakhstan agreement, the
1921 and 1940 accords be-
tween Tehran and Moscow
on the Caspian Sea will be
valid until a new legal re-
gime for the sea is com-
pleted. Pastukhov arrived
here Friday to give explana-
tions on Russia-Kazakhstan
recent agreement.

In dl its provisions, he
Russia-K azakhstan
agreement has underlined
the need for speedy de

said,

TEHRAN - Iranian blind sportsmen will compete in the world champion-
ship contests for the blind, which started in Madrid Friday evening.
Iran’s 30-member athletic team will take part in judo, track and
events which will be held July 18-25, IRNA reported from Madrid.
Some 1,200 athletes from across the world will compete in judo, track
and field and swimming. Furthermore, an 11-member markswomen team of
Iran is currently in Barcelona, Spain, to take part in the 47th world marks-
manship contests. The event started in Barcelona Friday evening in presence
of King Juan Carlos of Spain and President of Catalunya, Jordi Pujo Isoley.
Some 2,000 world athletes are participating in the July 18-29 marks-
manship competitions.

field

termination of the Caspian
Seda's legal regime.

According to Pastukhov,
some provisions of the
agreement will go into ef-
fect when dl littoral states
reach a consensus on the le-
gal regime of the sea.

He further said that it is
not to the benefit of Moscow
to distance itself from Teh-
ran.

Sarmadi stressed that the
Caspian Sea is a priority in
Iran’s foreign policy and that
the two countries good re-
lations provide a suitable
ground for cooperation on
the Caspian Sea.

He added that unilateral
measures would not help de-
termine the legal regime and
that continuation of the cur-
rent trend will create tension
in the Caspian Sea.

Sarmadi further under-
lined the need for protection
of the Caspian Sea's en-
vironment, saying that jus-
tice and equality should en
envisioned in any legal re-
gime for the Caspian Sea.

Russia and Kazakhstan
on July 6, signed an agree-
ment on division of the
northern part of the Caspian
Sea.

Following the agree
ment, lran announced that
the 1921 and 1940 agree-
ments signed by Iran and
former Soviet Union was
gill  vaid until the de
termination of the new Cas-
pian legal regime.

|ran to 1sue visas to foreign
businessmen &t airport

TEHRAN - In an effort to boost its foreign trade the gov-
ernment of the Islamic Republic of Iran will soon start issuing
visas at Tehran’s Mehrabad airport itself for a stay of 72 hours
to foreign businessmen who have been invited by Iranian com-

panies.

Iranian Housing and Urban Development Minister Ali Ab-
dol-Alizadeh in an interview with IRNA in Athens said he
hoped the government’s decision will very soon come into ef-

fect.

“The Cabinet will very soon issue regulations to grant vi-
sasfor stay of 72 hours to businessmen from Greece and other
foreign countries at Mehrabad airport,” Alizadeh told IRNA
before departing Athens Friday night after a 4-day visit.

Alizadeh called on Greece and other countries to re-
ciprocate the Iranian move by facilitating the travel of Iranian
businessmen to their countries to expand economic and trade

links.

The Iranian minister who led his country’s delegation to
the third meeting of the joint Greek-Iranian economic com-
mission in Athens described his talks with Greek officials as

“fruitful and positive.”

Alizadeh met Greek President Kostis Stefanopoulos and
the ministers of development, foreign affairs , agriculture and

economy.

Greece and Iran Friday signed a protocol to boost bilateral

economic and trade cooperation.

He said the signing of another memorandum of under-
standing to resolve financial differences between Iran and
some Greek construction companies that worked in Iran twen-
ty years ago has removed a hurdle for further development of
economic cooperation between the two countries.

Greece and Iran have agreed to boost cooperation in the
sectors of fisheries, agriculture and telecommunication and it
was expected that a Greek fisheries delegation will visit Teh-

ran soon.

Greece, Alizadeh told IRNA, was keen on entering the
markets in the Caucasus and Central Asia via Iran, while Iran
was interested in expanding its presence in the markets of the
European Union and the Balkans through Greece.

Athens and Tehran also wanted to broaden their bilateral
cooperation to include other countries in the region. A tri-
partite economic cooperation between Armenia, Greece and

Iran was aready in effect.

Greece and Iran also discussed the possibility of creating
joint companies for investments in projects in the Caucasus

and the Balkans, Alizadeh added.

Iran receives inadequate relief
ad from Intl. organizations

TEHRAN - Head of
Iran’s Red Crescent Society
Seifollah  Vahid Dadtjerdi
Saturday stressed that Iran is
among the first five countries
of the world in terms of pro-
viding relief supplies, en-
joying trained relief workers
and advanced relief  facil-
ities. He made the remark in
a meeting with the visiting
head of Islamic Research
Center of South Africa An-
war Suleyman.

Although the Islamic Re-
public is hosting the greatest
number of foreign refugees,
it does not receive adequate
relief aid from international
organizations, he added.

He further briefed Suley-
man on the activities of
Iran’s Red Crescent Society
in providing relief aid to ref-
ugees and homeless people
throughout the globe, in the
neighboring Afghanistan in
particular.
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