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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to
Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
Moment Connection

* Compliance with L.A. City
Retrofit Ordinance

COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

BUILDING & SAFETY

Inspection  of

damaged Bldgs.

* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits

* Architectural Design Services

* Structural Engineering Services

* Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Condos, €tc...

* Civil Engineering Services

* Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

* Compliance with Building Dept. Viola
tion Orders

* Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes

* Representation in Public Hearings
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lranian wrestlersto
go to America

TEHRAN - Iranian wrestlers will compete in the U.S. goodwill games | N

and the international youth free-style competitions, the Wrestling Federation

announced here Saturday.

The federation added that the Physical Education Organization has
agreed to alow the wrestling team to take part in the contest, IRNA reported.

The goodwill competitions will be held in New York on July 25-26.
Wrestling teams from Iran, U.S., Russiaand Turkey will attend the games.

The international youth free-style competition will also be held
state of Nevada on August 6-9.

TEHRAN - The Eu-
ropean Union Troika envoys,
Austrian Deputy Foreign
Minister Albert Rohan, Brit-
ish Deputy Undersecretary
of Foreign Office Alan Shep-
herd and German Foreign
Ministry Director for the
Near and Middle East An-
dreas von Hoesse, said in
Tehran on Sunday the EU is
willing to lay the foundation
of a multi-faceted coop-
eration with Iran.

In a meeting with Iranian
Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi, the president of the
EU Troika delegation, Ro-
han said the first round of
the comprehensive talks be-
tween Iran and the EU was
cordia and the two sides put
forward their views on dif-
ferent issues, IRNA re
ported.

“We have similar view-
points on international issues
especialy the regiona prob-
lems,” he added.

Rohan said, “some dif-
ferences exist, but, we are
working to explore grounds
for lran-EU cooperation in
various areas especialy ec-
onomic cooperation. We are

to report the outcome of the
negotiations to the European
Commission to adopt an ac-
tion plan.”

“We have said that we
want to proceed with the
new dialogue with Iran. The
diversity of the subjects we
discuss indicates the talks
are comprehensive,” Rohan
of Austriasaid.

The EU envoy said the
European Union regards di-
aogue with Iran as valuable
and it would lead to better
understanding between the
two sides.

Rohan said cooperation
between Iran and the EU in
the campaign against drug
trafficking from Afghanistan
to Europe would be useful.

Kharrazi said the gone is
the time for critical dialogue
and under the new at-
mosphere, a new chapter
should be opened for talks
and mutual understanding.

“We have enormous
grounds for cooperation. We
believe that the negotiations
should bear fruit and lead to
constructive  cooperation,”
Kharrazi said.

He said, “it is clear some

in the
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EU ready for improved tieswith Iran

differences may come up,
but, we should work to pave
the way for Iran-EU coop-
eration.”

He said the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the EU
would cooperate in dis
armament and that Iran is
working with the inter-
national  organizations on
the topic.

Kharrazi said the ec-
onomic area is another
ground for cooperation be-
tween Iran and the EU coun-
tries.

He welcomed the pro-
posa made by Mr. Rohan on
Iran-EU cooperation  on
campaign against drug traf-
ficking from Afghanistan to
Europe and other places in
the world.

Meanwhile, Deputy For-
eign Minister for Euro-
American Affairs Morteza
Sarmadi said following the
first round of talks between
Iran and the European Union
Troika delegation on Sat-
urday evening that the two
sides discussed various top-
icsincluding the death fatwa
on Salman Rushdie, the ap-
ostate author of ‘ The Satanic

Russia seeks consultation with
lran over regional 1ssues

TEHRAN - The visiting
Russian First Deputy For-
eign Minister, Boris Pas
tukhov, said that his visit to
Tehran serves the overal
Russian policy of consulting
with Tehran over regiona is-
sues.

Pastukhov made the
statement  following  his
meeting with Iranian Foreign
Minister Kama Kharrazi
here on Sunday.

Pastukhov’'s  meetings
with Iranian officials have
focused on the legal regime
of the Caspian Sea and the
recent  RussiaKazakhstan

agreement to carve up the
northern sector of the oil-
rich sea.

In an interview with
IRNA, the Russian officia
further added that the Rus-
siaKazakhstan  agreement
does not serve as the final
agreement on the lega re-
gime of the Caspian Sea
The final agreement can only
be reached through con-
sensus amongst al five Cas-
pian littoral states, he
stressed.

The official aso re
iterated Russian objection to
running pipeline through the

Jordanian
foreign minister
to visit Tehran

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Amman Mohammad
Ali  Sobhani conferred on Sunday with Jordanian Deputy

Prime Minister and

Minister of Foreign Affairs Javad al-

Anani on bilateral tiesand other issues of mutual interests.

It was also announced at the meeting that the Jordanian
foreign minister is due to pay an official visit to the Islamic
Republic of Iranin August, IRNA reported from Damascus.

The two sides exchanged views on Tehran-Amman coop-
eration with regard to regional issues.

Javad al-Anani said that in his upcoming visit to Tehran
he would exchange views with high ranking Iranian of-
ficials on mutual ties in political, economic, cultural and
tourism fields as well as regional and international issues.

The Iranian ambassador in reply expressed satisfaction
with the growing trend of relations between the two countries
and expressed hope that the visit of the Jordanian foreign min-
ister to Iran would serve to open a new chapter in Tehran-
Amman relations.Later on Sunday, the Iranian ambassador
also conferred with head of Jordan’s Supreme Judicial Council
Tahir Hekmat on issues of mutual interest and ways to promote
judicia cooperation between the two countries.

The two sides referring to common religious, cultural and
social bonds between the two countries, underlined that the
grounds were prepared for the two countries to exchange their
judicial and legal experiences. At the end of the meeting, the
two men reached some agreements on exchange of judicial
del egations between the two countries.

Parliament lifts ban
on export of
agricultural products

TEHRAN - Parliament
on Sunday lifted a ban on
export of agricultura prod-
ucts, authorizing producers
to export their products to
international markets.

The decision to enforce a
ban on the agricultural prod-
ucts was aready made to
check the price rise on do-
mestic market, IRNA re-
ported. The reevant hill
which was approved in prin-

ciple Sunday authorizes the
government to take any
measures when it deems nec-
essary to control the prices
on the domestic markets.

Producers say Iranian
production of cheese has ex-
ceeded the domestic con-
sumption and they have extra
capacity to export high
qudity cheese to inter-
national market when the bill
takes effect.

Countries start Sgning up for
Tehran Intl. karate tournament

TEHRAN - Seven countries have so far announced

plans
tournament to be held in Tehran.South Africa, Syria, Can-
ada, Tajikistan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Britain have so
far announced entry in ‘the unity and friendship cup’ tour-
nament, IRNA reported. The competitions will be held in
Tehran's Shahid Shiroudi sports complex August 13-14.

to participate in the upcoming international karate

Caspian Sea for transfer of
oil and gas, reasoning that
such a plan can lead to major
environmental disaster in the
world's biggest lake.

Australia keen
to expand ties with

Verses.

Sarmadi said that during
the talks which lasted for six
hours, the Troika delegation
raised Salman Rushdie issue
and requested Iran “to dis-
tance itself from the award
set for Rushdie.”

Iran argued that there
must be a distinct difference
between sacrilege and insult
from freedom of expression
and that Rushdie's book has
insulted belief of world Mus-
lims, Sarmadi added.

“This is a clear example
of encounter and war of civ-
ilizations.

“If we want to create a
world based on deep under-
standing and better knowl-
edge of nations from one an-
other, and if we want to
specify  concepts of diaog,
we must do away with ele-
ment of sacrilege,” he said.

As for the issue of hu-
man rights, he said that it
was made clear that human
rights must be evaluated and
assessed within the frame-
work of values, culture and
tradition of each and every
country.

Sarmadi said that the EU
delegation was informed of
Iran’s readiness to cooperate
with any genuine move with
respect to issue of human
rights.

Turning to the issue of
refugees, he said with re-
spect to the grave re
sponsibility of taking in ref-
ugees and costs  of
accommodating them, the
international community
must feel responsible to-
wards the refugees.

According to Sarmadi,
during the meeting Iran elab-
orated on its outlooks on
campaign against terrorism,
non-proliferation of chem-
ical, biologica and nuclear
weapons.

Sarmadi added that the
two sides also discussed po-
litical issues and regional de-
velopmentsincluding the sit-
uation in afghanistan, central
asia, Caucasia, Persian Gulf,
Kosovo and the Caspian
Sea.

He added that the talks
were held in a friendly at-
mosphere and the meeting,
which serves as the starting
point for constructive talks,
can pave the way for more
talks with Europe in future
with  the aim of reaching
clear views and thus pre-

paring the grounds for
cooperation regardless of
differences.

Head of the Troika del-
egation, Rohan, stated that
there will be more talks in
future and the topics will be
discussed further.

Expressing content with
the meeting, he said talks on
certain  issues were com-
pleted. He said he was con-
fident that there will be
agreement on certain issues.

Iran’s 10-member del-
egation also includes senior
Foreign Ministry officids
among them Director Gener-
a for West Europe, Ali Aha-
ni, Director General for Po-
litical and Internationa
Affairs Mohammad Reza
Alborzi, Director General
for Economic Affairs, Moh-
sen Talaie.

lran in all fields

TEHRAN - Parliament
Vice-Speaker Hassan Ro-
whani told visiting Chairman
of the Australian Senate's
Foreign Policy and Defence
Committee David McGibbon
here on Sunday that
Tehran and Canberra enjoy
suitable political and ec-
onomic relations, caling on
both states to take steps for

investment and technica
cooperation.
Rowhani, referring to

Australia's agricultural, in-
dustrial and mineral po-
tential and to trade imbal-
ance between the two
countries, said that facilities
should be provided for ex-
port of Iranian goods to Aus-
tralia to strike a balance in
mutual trade exchanges,
IRNA reported.

Pointing to Situation in
the Middle East region and
the Zionist regime’scrimesin
Palestine and Lebanon, Ro-
whani said that Zionist re-
gime possesses the most dan-
gerous arsena of weapons of
mass destruction in the region
and is responsible for most
cases of human rights viola
tions worldwide. However,
he said, the regime has never
been condemned by the U.S.
or Western countries.

He said this indicates
that the Middle East problem
originates from outside of
the region and if one day the
U.S. and certain European
states decide to defend the
rights of the oppressed, the
problem will be solved.

McGibbon said that his
country attaches special sig-

nificance to Iran as a pow-
erful country in the region
and Australia is ready to ex-
pand its relations with Teh-
ranin all areas.

He said the economic
crisis gripping the South
East Asian states has its root
in their receipt of short-term
loans and investment in out-
dated industries.

Referring to his recent
visit to Arab states and Is-
rael, McGibbon said that Tel
Aviv’'s stance towards peace
is very complicated and
there are contradictory view-
points about peace in that
country.

The Australian senator
expressed hope that the ex-
isting solutions aimed at at-
taining peace would bear
fruit.

Cabinet ministerslaud Iran’s
maths Olympiad team

TEHRAN- Cabinet ministers here Sunday night lauded achievement of
Iran’'s mathematics Olympiad team which ranked first in World Maths
Olympiad held in Taiwan. The session was chaired by
hammad Khatami.

By winning five gold and one silver medals, the Iranian students ranked
first in the 39th world maths Olympiad.

Students from 76 countries participated in this year’s Olympiad.

Bulgaria stood second followed by U.S. and Hungary which jointly
took the third place.

Iran ranked third in World Physics Olympiad this year and 30th in

President Mo-

President expresses
concern over escalation
of war in Afghanistan

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Sunday expressed concern
about the escalation of mil-
itary conflicts in the neigh-
boring Afghanistan.

The president voiced his
concern in a meeting with
Iran's specia  envoy in
charge of Afghan affairs
Alaeddin Boroujerdi, IRNA
reported.

The fact that the Afghan
war will have no military
winner helps bring about un-
derstanding between the bel-
ligerent sides, he added.

Shepherd:

Thejoint efforts made by
the U.N. and the Organiza
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) to settle the Af-
ghan crisis are supported by
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the president said stressing
that continuation of such ef-
forts will help remove ten-
sion in that country.

The Islamic Republic, as
the current chairman of the
OIC and the neighboring
state of Afghanistan, will not
spare any effort to establish
peace in Afghanistan and
will continue its efforts to

that end, President Khatami
noted.

Expressing his regret
over the siege of central re-
gions of Afghanistan and
death of innocent people as a
result of food shortages, he
called on international bod-
ies to provide relief aid to
the Afghan nation and save
the lives of innocent people.

Boroujerdi briefed the
president on the recent dip-
lomatic efforts and the latest
domestic and international
developments with regards
to Afghan crisis.

lran-Britain relations
of specia Importance

TEHRAN - The visiting British Deputy
Undersecretary of Foreign Office Alan
Shepherd, said here Sunday that relations
between Iran and Britain are of special im-

portance.

Shepherd arrived here Saturday morn-
ing as a member of the European Union
Troika delegation to formulate topics for
future talks between Iran and EU, IRNA re-

ported.

He told member of the Parliament For-
eign Commission, Mohammad Husseini,
that Tehran and London must take more
steps to promote bilateral relations in cul-
tural and economic fields and to establish
joint chamber of commerce.

Husseini said that Iran’s foreign policy

calls for establishment of relations with all
countries on the basis of mutual respect and
preservation of national interests.

He added that the British government

and parliament can use the existing op-

portunity to boost relations with Iran.
Turning to cultural and historical back-

ground of the two countries, he said “Iran

with its ancient civilization and strategic

location in the region is a good opportunity

for Britain and Britain as an active member
of EU isagood opportunity for Iran to pro-
mote itsrelations with Europe.”

Husseini stressed that the two countries
must take advantage of the opportunities to

promote political, parliamentary, cultural

and economic relations.

Armeniaseeks Iran’s
cooperation in telecommunication,

TEHRAN - Armenian
Communications Minister
Vartanian conferred with
his Iranian counterpart Mo-
hammad-Reza Aref here on
Sunday.

Vartanian expressed
hope that Iran would help
Armenia implement an op-
tic fiber project between
Asia and Europe known as
T.A.E. and reconstruct its
telecommunication centers
in quake-hit provinces.

Aref said that Iran is
ready to offer its expertise
to the republic and ex-
pressed hope that the pro-
ject which is to link Ar-
menia and Georgia to optic
fiber network would be im-
plemented soon to connect
major part of Asia to Eu-

Health Ministry, EPO to enter
joint programs

TEHRAN - The Ministry
of Heath and the Environ-
mental Protection Organiza-
tion (EPO) here on Sunday
signed an agreement to co-
ordinate their efforts to
achieve a heathy environ-
ment and sustanable de-
velopment.

The agreement envisions
formation of joint expert
committees on water and
sewage, air quality, toxic
substances and chemicals,
solid wastes, sound pollu-
tion, sustainable develop-
ment with due attention to
public health and a clean en-
vironment as well as on pub-

lic education.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony, Minister of Health
Mohammad Farhadi made a
reference to the congtitution
which considers  environ-
mental protection as the joint
duty of all government agen-
cies and the public.

He further appeaed for
excluding the Hedlth Min-
istry and the EPO from bud-
get cuts, reasoning that dis-
ease prevention is far less
costly than treatment of the
ill.

Also speaking at the cer-
emony was EPO chief Ms.
Masoomeh Ebtekar  who

said that 25 percent of dis-
eases have roots in the en-
vironment.

For this reason, she add-
ed, the world presently at-
taches great importance to
cooperation between health
and environmental  pro-
tection organizations.

Touching on population
growth, urban and industrial
development and damage to
land and water resources,
Ebtekar said, “investing
more in the environment can
help with achieving the rev-
olution’s goal of creating a
healthy life for full re
dization of the society’s

Iran’s 3rd largest air terminal
to be built in Bam’s New Arg

TEHRAN - Managing
Director of New Arg Free
Trade Zone of Bam Masood
Fazel told reporters on Sun-
day that operations have
been launched since March
21 to construct the country’s
third largest air terminal in
the zone on a 12,000 square
meter plot of land.

Fazel said the project is
expected to be completed
within five years at a tota
cost of RIs 30 hillion, IRNA
reported.

Once operational, he

said, one million Iranian and
foreign tourists are expected
to visit the area. He
said that thousands of Ira
nian and between seven and
10,000 foreign tourists visit
the zone per year.

He added that 3.2 million
dollars worth of raw materi-
als, needed by local in-
dustrial units have been im-
ported through the Customs
Office of New Arg over the
past five months. Faz-
el said that Dlrs 25 million
plus RIs 250 hillion have

been invested in the zone
and an additional RIs 50 bil-
lion is to be invested for
manufacture of spare partsin
the zone.

Concluding his remarks,
Fazel said that investments
have been made so far auto
industry in the zone by
South Korea and in stone
processing plant by Italy.

God given potential.”

Rejecting a development
with little regard for the en-
vironment, Ebtekar special-
ly raised alarms about water
pollution as the result of in-
dustrial development. “Ex-
istence of metal pollutantsin
water can increase the cas-
es of kidney disorders, can-
cer and lung diseases,” she
said.

She stressed the im-
portance of preserving bio-
diversity reasoning that ex-
tinction of life forms forces
viruses to seek new hosts
and thus endangers human
beings.

Speaking to IRNA after
the ceremony, Vice-
President Ebtekar lauded the
agreement as helping the two
agencies better serve the
goa of achieving sustain-
able devel opment.

IRNA also spoke to the
health minister who ex-
plained that pollution inside
an industrial plant concerns
the Health Ministry while
the EPO focuses on wastes
gjected from such plants.

Coordination of activ-
ities by the two departments
can help achieve better re-
sults concerning the environ-
ment, Farhadi added.
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energy fields

rope.

In another development,
visiting Armenian Energy
Minister, Marimosian, dis-
cussed Tehran-Y erevan
cooperation in the field of
water and electricity with
Energy Minister, Habibollah
Bitaraf, here Saturday eve-
ning.

The Armenian minister
referred to the existing suit-
able grounds for Tehran-
Yerevan cooperation in the

field of energy and ex-
pressed the hope that Iran
will  contribute to re
construction of power sta
tionsin Armenia.

He also announced that
his country is ready to repay
al its outstanding debts for
import of electricity from
Iran.

Bitaraf voiced Iran’s
readiness to boost Tehran-
Yerevan cooperation in the
field of energy.

Malaysiaready
to provide Iran with
economic experience

TEHRAN - The Maaysian Foreign Ministry Secretary

Muhammad Rizwan in Kuala Lumpur

Sunday voiced his

country’s readiness to provide Iran with its experiences in the
area of economic development in South East Asia.
He made the remark while addressing a conference on Is-

lam and West Asia.

In an interview with IRNA correspondent in Kuala Lum-
pur, he elaborated more on his offer and said Kuala Lumpur is
ready to send representatives to Tehran to discuss plans which
will help development of the Islamic Republic.

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad made a similar offer
in arecent meeting with President Mohammad Khatami’ s spe-
cia envoy, Mohsen Amin-Zadeh, he added.

Amin-Zadeh, who is deputy foreign minister for Asia
Pacific affairs, submitted President Khatami’s message to

Mahathir last Wednesday.

The message focused on issues of mutual interest as well
asthe growing trend of bilateral relations.

Muslim women to hold inter-
national conference in Atlanta

TEHRAN - The Inter-
national  Association of
Muslim Women in Atlanta,
U.S., will hold its second
annual conference on 24
July.

They will discuss the
present and future situation
of the Muslim woman in the

American society, and the
woman as the first line of de-
fense in socia behavior,
IRNA reported.

They will also discuss
the spirit of motherhood, her
career demands, and the du-
ties of a woman toward the
family.
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