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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings

* Commercial Buildings

* Concrete Tilt-Ups
Office, Warehouse
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Roof Connection

* Welded Steel
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* Architectural Design Services
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Maneuverslaunched in Pergan Gulf N

BANDAR ABBAS, Hormuzgan - Some 2,000 personnel of the law en-
forcement forces launched the three-day ‘Ithar’ military exercises in the Per-
sian Gulf waters on Monday. Commander of Hormuzgan law enforcement
forces, Generad Mohammad Reza Jorkesh, said the military exercises aim to
increase the combat readiness of the forces and conduct marine operations
against smugglers, economic saboteurs and enemy agents. Severa vessels

and speed-boats are engaged in maneuvers.
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[ran, Russia Issue joint
statements on Caspian,

priority of

[ran’sforeign policy

TEHRAN - President Mohammad
Khatami said here Monday that re-
lations with African countries is one of
priorities of Iran’sforeign policy.

He made the remark in a meeting
with the visiting Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister of Equatorial
Guinea Miguel Oyono Ndong Mifumu,

IRNA reported.

Common points and the need to
unite in order to compensate for the
backwardness imposed by big powers,
are main reasons for establishment of
ties between the Islamic Republic and
African countries, the president said.

Referring to great potential in the
Equatorial Guinea, he stressed that ap-
propriate planning and rational use of
natural resources in Guinea has turned
the country to a good mode! to be fol-
lowed by other Third World countries.

Referring to importance of oil,
which is purchased at alow price by big
powers, President Khatami invited the

investment.

Mohammad Saad.

oil-rich countries to use this God-given
resource in the best possible way and in-
vest its revenues on development and

Since the Islamic Republic has a
century of experiencein oil
can establish close cooperation with
Equatorial Guinea in this area, he add-
ed

Submitting a message from pres-
ident of Equatorial Guineato his Iranian
counterpart, Mifumu voiced his coun-
try’s interests to expand bilateral ties
and utilize Iran’s experiences in the
fields of electricity, water and oil.

The Guinean deputy prime min-
ister, heading a high-ranking delegation,
arrived here Saturday morning.

In a separate meeting here Monday,
President Khatami
concerning Tehran-Tunis relations with
outgoing Tunisian Ambassador to Iran

The president said the Islamic civ-

ilization has flourished in the east and
a the center of the Mudim world
thanks to the Iranian endeavours and in

the western part of the world of Islam

industry, it

discussed issues

thanks to the Egyptian, Tunisian and
the Moroccan efforts.

He said the Islamic Republic of Iran
has decided to upgrade cooperation
among the Islamic nations while hold-
ing the presidency of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

“The Idlamic states can cooperate at
the international level to restore the
rights of their own nations,” the pres-
ident said.

The ambassador said Tehran and
Tunis have excellent relations and Tu-
nisia is one of the Arab states that is
keen on developing relations with Iran.

He said any victory that the Islamic
Republic of Iran gains in political, cul-
tural and economic grounds, the Tu-

nisian nation and government regard it

as their own success.

ran, ArmeniaSign agreement on economic cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and Ar-
menia signed an agreement
for economic cooperation at
the end of the second joint
commission here Monday.

According to the agree-
ment, signed by Iran’s Min-
ister of Finance and Ec-
onomic Affairs Hussein
Namazi and Armenia s Min-
ister for Executive Affairs
Shahen Karamanukyan, the
two countries announced
readiness to further expand

relations in al fields, IRNA
reported.

Readiness of Iran's Ex-
port Promotion Bank to
grant credits up to Dlrs 5
million to the Armenian side
for the purchase of Iranian
consumer goods as well as
another three-year grant for
the purchase of Iranian cap-
ital goods are among articles
stipulated in the agreement.

Armenia announced its
initial agreement with the

Bonn reany to bolster ciplometic tieswith [ran

TEHRAN- Director for the Near and Middle East of the
Foreign Ministry of Germany Andreas von Hoessle and the

Iranian Foreign Ministry’s Director General for West Europe
Ali Ahani in their meeting here Sunday exchanged views on
thetwo countries’ promotion of bilateral cooperation.
Expressing satisfaction over first round of comprehensive
dialog between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), Hoessle voiced readiness of his country
for an immense cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Saying that “the people in Germany closely pursue the de-
velopments taking shape in the Islamic Republic of Iran,” the
German official added that “Germany attaches great im-
portance to the status the Islamic Republic of Iran enjoys in

his country.”

“The government in Bonn is interested in bolstering dip-
lomatic ties with Tehran and exchanging del egations between
the two nations,” Hoessle underlined.

At the meeting, the Iranian Foreign Ministry official ex-
pressed hope that the two countries of Iran and Germany
would try to create an appropriate opportunity in order to fur-

ther expand their bilateral relations.

The two sides also exchanged their views on removing the
existing obstacles in the way of the mutual cooperation and
the significance of the diplomatic ties.

Iran best route of accessto
Central Aan, Pergan Gulf markets

TEHRAN- Secretary General of Iran’s Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and Mines Ali Shams Ardakani said
here on Sunday night that Iran serves as a bridge easing ac-
cess to the Central Asian and Persian Gulf markets.

Ardakani told a visiting 20-member Italian delegation that
Iran’s relative economic privileges would be helpful for mak-
ing various kinds of industrial and production investments and
expansion of relations between Tehran and Rome, IRNA re-

ported.

He said that Iranian free industrial and trade zones are
suitable areas for investment considering the tax exemptions
provided for Italian companiesin the area.

He expressed hope that Italian economic delegation’s visit
to Tehran would help establishment of friendly relations be-
tween Tehran and Romein socia and economic fields.

Managing Director of Chabahar Industrial and Free Trade
Zone Ali-Reza Shirani told the gathering that his region is
ready to offer necessary facilities for various kinds of trade

and industrial investments.

project for the construction
of a 25-km tunnel by the
Mostazafan and Janbazan
Foundation with the pro-
vision that 65 percent of the
cost be covered through ex-
ports, 20 percent through
transportation tariffs and the
remaining 15 percent by the
foundation’s share in the Ar-
menian factories.

The two countries also
voiced readiness for the
completion of an inter-
national transportation route
along the Black Sea, Geor-
gia, Armenia and Iran with
the participation of the three
countries as well asthe Rus-
sian Federation.

According to the agree-
ment, the Iranian car man-
ufacturing  company, Iran
Khodro, has also announced
readiness for launching of a
mini-bus manufacturing line
in Armenia and for selling

spare parts to the country.
Meanwhile, Iran ex-
pressed interest in pur-

chasing concentrated copper
and molybdenum from Ar-
menia and voiced readiness
of the Nationa Iranian Pet-
rochemical Company for
renovating factories pro-
ducing melamine crystals in
Armenia.

Iran and Armenia also
agreed with the formation of
a big multi-purpose com-
pany for further expansion of
bilateral economic coop-

TEHRAN - British Pe-
troleum and at least two oth-
er companies with UK links
are holding negotiations with
the National Iranian Oil
Company over a possible ail
and gas exploration study of
offshore Iranian waters in
the Caspian Sea, according
to Middle East Economic
Digest. UK independent oil
company, Lasmo, and An-
glo-Dutch Shell were named
as the other firms, which
have aready made known
their interest in oil op-
portunities in Iran, IRNA re-
ported from London. The
weekly suggested that the
companies may act as a con-
sortium to assess prospectiv-
ity in the southern Caspian,

eration.

The two sides reached
agreement on building a hy-
dro-electric power station
over the Arasriver.

A follow up committee
will meet at intervalsin Teh-
ran and Yerevan biannually
to see to the development of
provisions stipulated in the
agreement.

The second session of
joint lran-Armenia commis-
sion started work in Tehran
on Saturday. The third com-
mission will meet in Yere-
van next year.

Khatami’s
TEHRAN - Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak
on Sunday hailed Iranian
President Mohammad
Khatami for his policies.

“President Mo-
hammad Khatami repre-
sents a middle way in
Iran and | wish him full
success,” the Egyptian
news agency, Middle
East News Agency
(MENA), quoted Mu-
barak as having said.

“We are in contact
with Iran and we are not
of wrong impression,”
Mubarak said adding,
trade and economic re-
lations between the two
countries are progressing,
IRNA reported from Ath-
ens.

In the past there were
differences between Teh-
ran and Cairo, Mubarak
said, adding that seeds of
discord are being ex-
amined.

This is the first time
an Egyptian president
making explicit and con-
ciliatory remarks towards
Iran and the administra-
tion of President Kha
tami who took office a
year ago.

Relations  between
Cairo and Tehran severed
following the 1979 Is
lamic Revolution in Iran
which toppled the Shah,
akey aly of Cairo at the
time. Diplomatic ties
have been restored to the
interest-section level
since 1991.

|ran wins bronze medal of Asan
track-and-field contest

TEHRAN - Iranian runner Hamid Sajjadi won a bronze medal in the 12th
Asian track-and-field championship, held in Fukuoka, Japan, from July 19-

The Iranian athlete run 3,000 meters with hurdles at 08:37:88 minutes.
About 600 athletes from 38 countries took part in the contest.

Taiikistan

TEHRAN - Negotiations
between the visiting Russian
First Deputy Foreign Min-
ister, Boris Pastukhov, and
his Iranian counterpart
Morteza Sarmadi ended Sun-
day night with issuance of
two joint statements clar-
ifying the two countries
stands on the Caspian  Sea,
Tajikistan and the Caucasus.

According to one of the
statements, Iran and Russia
have a host of common out-
looks regarding the Caspian
Sea, one of which isthat the
legal regime of the sea hasto
be determined through the
consensus of al five littoral
states, IRNA reported.

The statement specif-
ically ruled out interference
by any outside party, as a
mediator or else, in drawing
up the Caspian legal regime.

Iran and Russia believe
that the 1921 and 1940
agreements signed by Iran
and the former Soviet Union
stand as valid until the com-
pilation of the new regime.

The two countries attach
greatest of importance to the
preservation of the Caspian
environment and strongly
oppose transfer of oil and
gas via pipelines through the
world' s biggest lake.

Stressing the two coun-
tries’ support for measures to
preserve the biological re-
sources of the sea, the state-
ment also called for ex-

Verdict on Karbaschi to be
announced on Thursday

TEHRAN - The verdict
on Tehran’s suspended May-
or Gholam-Hussein Kar-
baschi is to be announced
Thursday at Tehran's Imam
Khomeini Judicial Complex
on July 23. Head of the pub-
lic relations department of
Tehran's Justice Department
Saeed Nowbari said here on
Monday that the verdict will
be announced at a session
that will be attended by the
judge, the accused and his
lawyers.

Meanwhile, Karbaschi’'s

but said that reports about
such a group could not be
confirmed.

BP announced in may
that it was looking at pos-
sible investments in Iran af-
ter deciding to reopen a rep-
resentative office in Tehran
for the first time since the
1979 Islamic Revolution.

Along with Shell, which
has been involved in nego-
tiations for more than two
years for development phas-
es of Iran’s largest gas field
at South Pars in the Persian
Gulf, both oil mgors pre-
viously have been cautious
about taking up contracts in
case their U.S. interests
were jeopardised.

The negotiations came

NO 77-4-7

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH

NOTICE OF INTERNATIONAL GENERAL TENDER

SUGAR CANE & BY-PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT CO.
AFFILIATED TO THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE IN-
TENDS TO PURCHASE “*2 UNITS OF CRAWLER EXCAVATORS' FOR
DREDGING THE DRAINAGE CANALS OF
UNITSIN KHUZESTAN PROVINCE OF IRAN.

INTERESTED BIDDERS ARE INVITED TO REFER TO THE COM-
PANY’S TRANSACTIONS COMMISSION ALONG WITH THEIR LETTER
OF INTRODUCTION FOR ACQUIRING THE NEEDED INFORMATION
AND PURCHASING THE TENDER DOCUMENTS AT THE FOLLOWING
ADDRESS NOT LATER THAN 8/AUG/1998.

SUGAR CANE AND BY-PRODUCTSDEVELOPMENT CO.
NO 60 BRAZIL ST.
OFF VANAK SQUARE, TEHRAN
TEL: 0098 - 21 - 8772307, 0098 - 21 - 8887780

ITS AGRO-INDUSTRIAL

lawyer Bahman Keshavarz
said here on Monday that a
verdict has been arrived at in
the trial  of the suspended
mayor of Tehran.

Speaking to IRNA,
Keshavarz said that he ob-
tained the news in a tele-
phone conversation with the
judge. However, Keshavarz
added, judge Gholam-

Hussein Mohseni Ejei said
that the exact verdict won't
be disclosed until Thursday.
The fina defense of the
embattled mayor in 72 pages

UK firms aiscuss Caspian exploration with Iran

after a U.S. cease-fire in its
sanctions threats and the an-
nouncement by NIOC of a
series of new project that
could raise Iran's 93,000
million barrels of crude re-
serves by at  least athird in
the next 20 years.

Physicaly
handicapped
war heroes
conquer
Sahand

MARAGHEH, East.
Azarbaijan - A ceremony
was held here on Sat-
urday to honor the group
of 300 war veterans who
conquered the 3,700 me-
ter-high Sahand mountain
peak on Friday.

What made the con-
quest so extraordinary
was that it was ac-
complished by former
soldiers who had lost one
or two legs in the line of
duty, IRNA reported.

In achieving the feat,
the war heroes displayed
the same spirit  of faith
and perseverance which
helped them repel en-
emies aggression
against the Islamic moth-
erland.

The four-hour climb
was the sixth ever by a
group  of  physicaly
handicapped war vet-
erans.

was submitted to the court
last Tuesday, the attorney
said, adding that the defense
team expects no less that a
total acquittal.

IRNA contacted Moh-
seni for comments on the
news but the judge said that
any comments should come
from the public relations of-
fice of Tehran Justice De-
partment.

The department told
IRNA that the verdict would
be disclosed to the press as
soon asit isissued.

Shepherd:

Britain defermingd to Upgrae ties with

TEHRAN- Head of the
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines  Ali-Naqgi
Khamoushi on Monday com-
plaining about Tehran-London
trade imbalance said that im-
provement of bilateral political
ties will lead to normalization
of traderelations.

Khamoushi told British
Deputy Undersecretary of State
John Alan Shepherd that joint
investment would consolidate
bilateral relations, IRNA re-

ported.
To expand bilateral com-
mercial relations, proposed

Khamoushi, joint commissions
should beformed with an aim of
normalizing bilateral ties.

Shepherd for his part said
that facilitating issuance of vi-
sas to the national of the two
countries will help normalize
Tehran-London relations.

Britain is determined to up-
grade its ties with Tehran to an
favorable level, he said, calling
on both sides to move towards
building mutual confidence.

Earlier on Sunday, Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Euro-American Affairs Mor-
teza Sarmadi told the visiting
British deputy undersecretary of
state that “the Islamic Republic
of Iranispaying full attention to
the Britain's new policies
which exhibit taints of altruistic
elements and positive in-
itiatives.”

“In the past, it was con-
ceived that British alwayscreat-
ed obstaclesintheway of thels-
lamic Republic of Iran's
diplomatic relations with other
countries,” said Sarmadi, ex-
pressing hope that *“the two
countries should further try to
metamorphizetheir bilateral re-
lations so that the past pes
simism could beerased.”

Referring to the Irano-
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peditious signing of an
agreement by the five littoral
statesto that end.

Another article of the
statement refers to the Cas-
pian as the sea of peace and
friendship, and stresses the
importance of its full de-
militarization.

Iran and Russia both sup-
port equal partition of the
seabed amongst al five lit-
toral states. However, the
statement added, the two
countries did not reach a
consensus on how the sea
and subsea resources should
be utilized by the countries.

One of the alternatives
discussed was to leave both
the water and subsea re-
sources in common hands.
Thefive states can also parti-
tion both the water and sub-
sea or aternatively the bed
can be divided while leav-
ing the water as common.
Iran and Russia would con-
tinue their consultations on
the issue, the statement add-
ed

The two countries aso
called for acceleration of the
activity by working groups
consisting of deputy foreign
ministers of the five littoral
states to compile the new le-
ga regime of the Caspian
Sea.

The other statement as-
sessed the situation in Tagjiki-
stan as “fragile’, specially
expressing concern over the
delay in implementation of
some political and military
aspects of the peace accord.

While  acknowledging
the progress in the imple-
mentation of Taik peace
accord, Iran and Russia
caled for genuine efforts by
both sides of the conflict to
make the accord a total suc-
cess.

The two countries re-
iterated their commitment to
peace efforts in Tgjikistan
and subsequently the re-
construction in the country.
They  further  cautioned
against any interference in
the Tajik internal affairs by
other countries.

The statement further
lauded the U.N. role in ex-
pediting the Tajik peace ne-
gotiations, and supported
convening of a foreign mini-
sterial session of the coun-

British cooperation at the re-
gional and international levels
and the two countries” available
potential intheeconomicfields,
the Iranian deputy foreign min-
ister underlined that “Tehran-
London palitical relations could
further be bolstered to facilitate
smooth and upward trend of
ties.”

Shepherd referring to Brit-
ishterm of presidency of the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), welcomed
the positive developmentsin re-
lations between thelslamic Re-
publicof Iranand EU.

Also, referring to con-
structive foreign policies of
President ~ Mohammad Kha-
tami after his coming to power
andthe installation of theLabor
Party government in the UK
elections, the Britishofficial ex-
pressed hope that with new
trend of political environment
the two countrieswould be able
to fully benefit from the current
atmosphere. Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister for Economic
Affairs Mahmoud Vaezi held a
separate meeting with Shepherd
and other British officials here
sunday. The British officials
who form a part of EU Troika
delegation elaborated their
views on the Islamic Republic
of Iran and assessed the existing
realitiesinlran asconstructive.

tries signatories of the Tajik
peace accord.

Earlier on Sunday, Pas-
tukhov in a meeting with
Foreign Minister Kama
Kharrazi  stressed that the
Caspian Sea lega regime
should be compiled  unan-
imously by the five littora
states as soon as possible.

Pastukhov said that his
country considers the 1921
and 1940 accords, signed
by Iran and the former So-
viet Union, still valid.

He said that Russians at-
tached high significance to
the environment protection
issue and the biological re-
serves of the Caspian Sea
and are against laying oil
and gas pipelines under the
Caspian seabed due to the
dangers it might have for the
environment.

Moscow adheres to the
said principles upon dealing
with any contract, stressed
Pastukhov.

Asfor the news that Rus-
sia, Uzbekistan and Tajiki-
stan had got united against
idamism, Pastukhov said
there is no agreement in this
concern but Russia is against
any extremist thoughts, es-
pecialy the ones prevalent in
Afghanistan.

He said that Moscow is
interested in further expan-
sion of itstieswith Tehran.

Kharrazi for his part ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
growing ties between Tehran
and Moscow and called out-
come of exchange of  del-
egations and talks between
the two countries officials
as “positive.”

He said that speedy com-
pilation of the Caspian Sea
legal regime  would avail
the littoral states with the
chance to have a fair share
of the “peace and friendship”
and sed' s reserves with ease
of mind and free from for-
eigners intervention, while
observing environmental is-
sues.

The two sides also ex-
changed views on regional
issues, especialy the crises
which grip Afghanistan and
Tajikistan, and underlined
making joint efforts to help
settle Afghan crisis and

stabilize peace in Taj-
ikistan.
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Referring to the imbalance
of trade between UK and Iran,
Vaezi caled on swift and ef-
fectivemeasureshby that country
ontheway of creating abalance
in the trade exchange relations
besides boosting up Iranian ex-
porttoBritain.

Vaezi pointing to the re-
distic stance adopted during the
British tenure of EU pres
idency, said “the European
measure to counter U.S.  ex-
traterritoriadl D’ Amato law on
oil and gasinvestmentinlran as
It_rgfe defenseonitsprincipled be-
iefs.”

Vaezi expressed hope that
“the visit of EU Troika delega-
tionto lranwould lead to the ac-
quisition of preciseand realistic
perception by British officials
particularly onthe economic ca-
pabilitiesof Iran.”

Expressing an overall satis-
faction and terming his talks
with Iran’s Foreign Ministry of-
ficials ‘useful’, the British dep-
uty undersecretary of state said,
“British firms were al set to
makeinvestment inlran.”

Shepherd pointing out that
United Kingdom being the sec-
ond largest investor intheworld
after the United States, called
for more attention in economic
relations in al areas between
two countries.
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